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THROUGH  THE 


UNITED  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA, 
CANADA*  Sec. 

IN  THE  YEARS  J7üN>  17t)6,  AN©  1 797* 


RESIDENCE  AT  PHILADELPHIA 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  STATE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


S I am  now  on  the  eve  of  my  departure 


from  Philadelphia,  and  as  it  is  not  pro» 
bable  that  I fhalJ  be  here  again  before  my  de- 
parture for  Europe,  1 fhall  fet  down  whatever 
information  I have  been  able  to  collect,  refpedt- 
ing  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  Rate  of 
Pennlyl vania,  in  the  feveral  viiits  I have  paid  to 
this  part  of  the  United  States. 

ORIGIN  OF  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

This  colony  was  founded  1081,  by  the  cele- 
brated William  Penn,  from  whom  it  derives 
its  name  ; and  to  the  genius  with  which  that 
great  man  conceived  the  plan  of  its  government, 
and  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  his  adnajniftration. 
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is  to  be  afcribed  the  rapid  progrefs  it  made  to  a 
happy  and  flourifhing  condition. 

The  Englifh  government  had  given  Admiral 
Penn  reafon  to  expeéi  the  ceffion  of  this  coun- 
try to  him,  in  payment  of  a çonfiderable  him 
due  to  him  from  the;  public.  The  Admiral  died 
before  any  thing  was  done  in  the  affair  ; and  the 
petition  prelented  by  William  Penn,  after  his 
death,  to  claim  the  execution  of  the  promife, 
was  long  oppofed  by  the  agents  of  Lord  Bal- 
timore, proprietor  of  Maryland.  It  was  not  till 
towards  the  conclufion  of  the  year  l6gl,  that 
Charles  the  Second  figned  William  Penn’s  char- 
ter. 

At  this  time  feveral  fpots  on  the  banks  of  the^ 
Delaware  wTere  inhabited.  They  were  at  firft 
part  of  the  province  of  New  York  occupied  by 
Dutch  fettlers,  and  afterwards  were  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Swedes;  till,  in  1ÔÔ4,  they  were 
finally  united  to  the  crown  of  England. 

The  jnotives  mentioned  in  the  preamble  of  the 
patent  granted  to  William  Penn  are,  the  fervices 
of  Admiral  Penn,  and  the  laudable  intentions  ©f 
his  fon  to  add  to  the  grandeur  of  the  Britilh  em- 
pire, by  cultivating  fuch  branches  of  commerce 
in  the  territories  ceded  to  him  as  would  enrich 
Great  Britain,  and  by  civilifmg  the  favage  nations 
of  the  country. 
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The  limits  of  the  lands  ceded  by  Charles  Se- 
cond to  William  Penn,  were,  on  the  eaft,  the 
Delaware,  from  a Ipot  twelve  miles , to  the  north 
of  Newcaflle,  to  the  fortieth  degree  of  latitude, 
hi  cafe,  the  words  of  the  patent  are,  the  river  Jhall 
extend  thus  far  to  the  north  ; from  this  point  a 
ftraight  line  drawn  to  the*  weft,  at  right  angles 
with  the  Delaware  ; and  from  that  point*  an- 
other line  drawn  to  the  fouth  ; and  finally,  a 
line  drawn  parallel  to  that  of  the  north,  and 
making  the  boundary  on  the  fouth. 

The  patent  gave  William  Penn,  and  his  heirs, 
the  entire  property  of  the  province,  fubject  to 
the  fupreme  authority  of  the  crown  of  England  ; 
it  ceded  alfo  the  power  of  making  laws,  efta- 
bl idling  a government,  granting  lands,  and  raid- 
ing taxes. 

The  commerce  of  the  new  province  was  to  be 
fubjedt  to  the  regulations  of  the  Britifh  legifla- 
ture,  and  was  to  be  carried  on  only  with  Eng*- 
land.  William  Penn  was  obliged  to  appoint  an 
agent  in  London,  to  anfwer  to  the  crown  for  any 
violations  of  the  laws  regulating  Britifh  com- 
merce ; but  it  was  provided,  that  in  all  difputes 
between  William  Penn,  or  his  heirs,  or  the  mer- 
chants of  the  colony,  and  the  crown,  the  con- 
ftrudiion  of  the  laws  lliould  be  favourable  to  the 
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former,  and  the  King’s  minifters  were  enjoined 
to  give  them  all  poffible  aid  and  protection . 

William  Penn  arrived  at  the  banks  of  the  De- 
laware in  1 682,  having  with  him  a great  many 
families  of  the  people  called  Quakers.  As  he  did 
not  fuppofe,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  found- 
ers of  European  colonies,  that  the  place  of  his 
birth  and  the  grant  of  his  king  were  authorities 
for  taking  pofTeffion  of  the  territories  of  favage 
people,  without  their  confent,  he  treated  with 
the  natives  for  the  lands  with  fuch  equity,  that 
he  not  only  concluded  his  négociations  without 
obftacles,  and  acquired  the  friendlhip  and  confi- 
dence of  the  Indians,  but  alfo  conciliated  the 
minds  of  the  Dutch  and  Swedes  already  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  country.  The  conduCt  of  the 
Quakers,  who  accompanied  Penn,  was  of  the 
fame  equitable  character;  fo  that  the  new  fet- 
tlers,  far  from  being  difturbed  by  the  Indians, 
received  every  aid  thofe  poor  people  could  give 
them.  And  fo  deeply  rooted  was  the  veneration 
of  the  Indian  tribes  for  William  Penn,  that  to 
this  day,  when  thofe  unhappy  victims  of  Eu- 
ropean policy  are  daily  driven  from  their  habi- 
tations farther  back  into  the  wilds  of  the  coun- 
try, and  have  too  often  to  complain  of  other  aCts 
of  injuftice,  they  are  accuftomed  to  quote  the 
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tradition  handed  down  to  them  of  William 
Penn’s  humane  and  equitable  conduct.  Nor  do 
they  ever  place  an  entire  confidence  in  any  trea- 
ties with  Pennfylvania,  or  any  other  {late,  or 
even  the  Union,  unlefs  fome  Quakers  are  prê- 
tent at  the  conference  “ The  defendants  of 
William  Penn,”  they  fay,  “ will  never  permit 
us  to  be  deceived.” 

In  1083,  William  Penn  began  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  Philadelphia,  at  which  time  he 
formed  a plan  for  the  building  of  that  city,  which 
has  fince  been  followed  with  great  exaétnefs. 

The  country  lying  along  the  Delaware  to  the 
fouth  of  Newcallle,  was  a little  time  afterwards 
granted  by  the  crown  to  Willian  Penn  ; and  the 
county  of  Newcaille  was  ceded  to  him  by  the 
Duke  of  York. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  new  colony  amounted, 
in  1Ô84,  to  no  more  than  four  thoufand.  In 
1Ô85,  ninety  veffels  arriving  from  Europe,  with 
emigrants  from  France,  Holland,  Germany,  Swit- 
zerland, Finland,  Denmark,  Scotland,  Ireland, 
and  England,  the  population  was  encreafed  to 
fixty-fix  thoufand,  of  which  nearly  the  half  w ere 
Englifh. 

The  wifdom  of  the  adminiftration,  but  {till 
more  entire  liberty  in  civil  and  religious  mat- 
ters, brought  a great  influx  of  inhabitants,  even 
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from  other  parts  of  America,  to  Philadelphia  ; 
and  the  city  was  ftill  farther  i-ncreafed  in  growth, 
by  conditional  grants  of  ground,  and  other  poli- 
tical aids  given  to  adventurers. 

In  1082,  William  Penn  aliembled  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  new  colony  at  Chefter  with  the 
concurrence  of  whom  he  framed  a confritution,. 
that  veiled  the  legiflation  of  the  Hate  in  the  go- 
vernor, affifted  with  a provincial  council  and  a 
general  affembly.  The  council  was  compofed  of 
feventy  members,  chofen  by  the  people.  The 
governor  or  his  deputy  prefided  in  the  council, 
and  had  three  voices.  A third  of  the  council 
was  re-eleéled  annually.  The  general  affembly 
was  at  firft  compofed  of  all  the  inhabitants,  but 
was  foon  reduced  to  two  hundred,  and  it  was 
provided  that  it  fhould  never  exceed  five  hun- 
dred. 

In  the  difcourfe  pronounced  by  William  Penn 
on  this  oecafion,  he  laid  down  a maxim,  whofe 
truth  ought  to  be  inceffantly  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  every  free  people  ;- — ftf  Whatever,”  he 
faid,  “ be  the  form  of  æ government,  the  people 
always  are  free  when  they  fhare  in  the  legiflative 
power,  and  are  governed  only  by  the  laws.  In 
thefe  two  circumflances  is  the  fecurity  of  all  free- 
dom ; without  them,  there  can  be  nothing  but 
defpotiim  or  anarchy.  The  legitimate  objetfrs  of 

govern- 
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government  are,  the  people’s  refpedi  for  the 
laws,  and  their  fecurity  againft  the  abufe  of 
power.  On  thefe  principles  it  is,  that  the  peo- 
ple are  free,  even  in  obedience,  and  the  magif- 
trates  honoured  and  refpectable,  for  the  impar- 
tiality of  their  adminiftration  and  their  own  fub- 
miffion  to  the  laws.” 

In  1683,  William  Penn  offered  a new  confti- 
tution  to  the  inhabitants  of  Pennfylyania,  of 
which  they  accepted.  The  number  of  repre- 
fentatives  was  now  diminifhed  ; and  the  prero- 
gative of  putting  a negative  upon  laws  paffed  by 
the  affembly,  given  to  the  governor. 

Some  difputes  between  Lord  Baltimore  and 
William  Penn,  concerning  their  refpeftive  pro- 
perty, obliged  the  latter  to  go  to  England.  In 
his  abfence,  the  adminiftration  of  the  govern- 
ment was  committed  to  a council,  who  abufed 
their  power,  and  excited  difcontents,  that  Penn, 
while  he  remained  in  Europe,  could  neither  pre- 
vent nor  allay.  The  crown  therefore  refumed 
the  government  of  the  province,  which  was 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  governor  of  New 
York. 

About  this  period  a new  conftitution  was  efta- 
blifned  in  Pennfylyania,  differing  from  the  former 
chiefly  in  this—» that  the  general  affembly  were 
now  annually  elected. 
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In  1699,  William  Penn  arrived  from  Eng- 
land, and  again  took  the  reins  of  government  ; 
and  it  was  in  1 701,  when  he  was  about  to  em- 
bark Once  more  for  England,  that  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  province  was  eftablifhed  on  the  foot- 
ing on  which  it  refted  till  the  revolution  of  Ame- 
rica. 

The  three  counties  of  Newcaftîè,  Kent,  and 
Suffex,  (which  at  that  time  were  known  by  the 
name  of  the  three  lower  counties ),  refufmg  to  ac- 
cept this  new  conftitution,  William  Penn  grant- 
ed his  right  in  them  to  Edmund  Ship  pen,  and 
five  others,  and  thefe  counties  were  erected  into  ’ 
a feparate  government.  They  had  an  affembly. 
diftind  from  that  of  Pennfyl vania,  in  which, 
however,  the  governor  of  Pennfylvania  prefided  : 
and  thefe  three  counties  at  prefent  form  the  State 
of  Delaware. 

William  Penn  purchafed  from  the  Indians,  by 
fucceffive  treaties,  the  country  as  far  as  the  Suf- 
quehanna,  and  even  beyond,  and  all  that  trad 
of  land  extending  from  Duck  Creek  to  the  moun- 
• tains.  He  died  in  1718,  efteemed,  beloved,  and 
regretted,  by  every  one  who  had  occafion  at  any 
time  to  have  dealings  with  him.  After  his  death 
his  heirs,  the  proprietors  and  governors  of  the 
province,  endeavoured  to  extend  their  power,  and 
foon  began  to  claim'  exemptions  from  taxes  for 
- the 
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the  lands  the  family  of  Penn  had  referved  far 
itlelf.  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  oppofed 
thefe  prétendons  with  unremitting  fteadinefs  ; 
and  the  hiftory  of  Pennfylvania,  from  that  pe- 
riod to  the  late  revolution  in  America,  is  no- 
thing more  than  a record  of  difputes  between 
the  governors  and  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives. 
Every  queftion  that  came  before  the  affembly 
was  the  occafion  of  a difpute  ; and  the  mutual 
jealoufy  of  thefe  authorities  prevented  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  necedary  regulations,  which  the  re- 
prefentatives of  the  people  had  not  leifure  to  pro- 
pofe,  or  were  unwilling  to  fubjedl  to  the  gover- 
nor’s negative. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVA- 
NIA AFTER  THE  REVOLUTION. 

At  the  time  of  the  revolution  in  America,  the 
conftitution  of  Pennfylvania  was  changed.  The 
proprietors  were  then  abfent  ; and  the  people,  by 
their  reprefentatives,  eftabfcfhed  a conftitution, 
in  the  following  manner. 

The  legillative  authority  was  delegated  to  a 
houfe  of  reprefentatives,  chofen  annually  by  the 
feveral  counties.  To  become  an  elector,  it  was 
neceffary  to  be  an  inhabitant,  a defeendant  of 
Europeans,  and  free — to  have  arrived  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  and  to  have  redded  a year  in  Penn-*, 
fylvania. 
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The  number  of  the  reprefentatives  was  to  be 
proportioned  to  the  population  of  each  county  ; 
the  only  qualification  to  be  a candidate  for  re- 
prefentative was,  a refidence  for  the  two  laft  years 
in  the  fame  county,  but  no  reprefentative  was 
eligible  to  be  re-elected  till  after  an  interval  of 
four  years.  Every  reprefentative,  before  he  took 
his  feat,  was  obliged  to  read  and  fign  the  follow* 
ing  declaration — That  he  believed  in  one  God , 
who  created  the  nniverfe , and  governs  it  by  his  pro- 
vidence, and  who  rewards  the  good-  and  punijhes  the 
wicked  ; and  that  he  acknowledged  the  Old  and 
New  Teftaments  to  have  been  written  by  divine  in- 
fpiration . 

The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  had  the  power  of 
making  laws  confident  with  the  fpirit  of  the  con- 
flitution.  All  adts  were  to  be  paffed  by  a ma- 
jority of  at  leaft  two-thirds  of  the  members  pre- 
fent  ; and  laws  were  not  to  be  in  force  till  the  ex- 
piration of  one  year  from  the  time  of  their  pair- 
ing. During  that  interval  they  were  to  be  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  gazettes,  that  the  people  might  have 
opportunity  to  know  their  nature,  and  that  the% 
public  opinion  might  be  made  known  refpedling 
neceffary  amendments. 

The  number  of  reprefentatives  in  1789  were 
feventy-two. 

The  executive  power  was  placed  in  the  fu- 
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preme  council  of  Pennfylvania,  compofed  of  a 
prefident,  vice-prefident,  and  fifteen  members 
chofen  by  the  people,  one  in  each  county.  This 
council  was  chofen  for  three  years,  and  a third 
was  renewed  annually  by  an  eledlion.  The  pre- 
fident  and  vice-prefident  were  annually  chofen, 
by  an  afiembly  compofed  of  the  houfe  of  repre- 
Tentatives  and  the  fupreme  council  ; but  they 
were  chofen  among  the  members  of  the  fupreme 
council. 

Another  council  compleated  the  political  body 
of  this  ftate  ; it  was  called  the  council  of  cenfors» 
and  was  compofed  of  two  members  from  each 
county,  chofen  annually  by  the  people.  The 
members  could  not  be  re-eledted  till  after  an  in- 
terval of  feven  years.  Their  functions  were,  to 
guard  the  rights  of  the  conftitution  ; to  enquire 
into  ufurpations  of  the  legiflature,  or  the  fu- 
preme council  ; to  enquire  whether  the  taxes 
were  equitably  impofed,  faithfully  levied,  and 
expended  with  economy  ; in  a word,  to  fee  the 
laws  juftly  adminiftered.  They  had  the  power 
to  fummon  any  individual  before  them  ; to  fu£* 
pend  the  deliberations  of  the  legiflature  ; to  ex-* 
amine  its  adts,  and  to  recommend  the  annulling 
of  fuch  as  appeared  to  them  inconfiftent  with 
the  conftitution.  They  had,  befide,  the  power 

of 
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of  calling  a convention  to  change  the  conftitu- 
tion, to  which  they  had  authority  to  propofe 
fuch  reforms  as  they  fhould  deem  neceffary.  In 
the  cafe  of  their  calling  a convention,  they  were 
enjoined  to  give  notice  of  it  in  the  gazettes, 
during  fix  months  previous  to  its  meeting. 

As  democratic  as  this  conftitution  was,  there 
were  many  who  ftill  wifhed  for  further  innova- 
tion ; and  while  it  was  in  exiftence,  the  State 
of  Pennfyl vania  was  divided  by  two  fadions,  one 
of  which  was  called  the  conflit utionalifts,  and  the 
other  republicans . The  latter  demanded  two 

houfes,  on  the  plan  of  the  majority  of  the  United 
States.  The  conteft  for  power  was  eager;  and 
the  public  intereft,  as  is  too  often  the  cafe,  was 
facrificed  to  the  interefts  of  parties.  Finally  the 
republicans  prevailed  ; and  in  1790,  the  conftitu- 
tion at  prefent  in  force  was  framed  by  a conven- 
tion. \ 

THE  PRESENT  CONSTITUTION  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  conftitution  of  Pennfylvania,  like  thofe 
. of  all  the  other  United  States,  feparates  the  exe- 
cutiye  from  the  legiflative  power. 

The  legillature  is  compofed  of  a houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives  and  a fenate. 

The  members  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives 

are 
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are  chofen  in  each  county  by  the  electors,  with 
the  exception  of  thofe  who  are  returned  by  the 
citizens  of  Philadelphia. 

The  number  of  reprefentatives  for  a county  is 
in  proportion  to  the  population,  but  each  county 
returns  at . lealt  one.  To  keep  the  number  in 
each  county  correspondent  with  the  population, 
an  account  of  the  inhabitants  js  taken  every  feven 
years,  according  to  which  the  legillature  declares 
the  number  that  each  county  fhall  return. 

The  number  of  reprefentatives  is  never  to  ex- 
ceed a hundred.  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  is 
eleded  annually.  The  qualifications  for  mem- 
bers are,— the  arri\al  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  ; 
the  right  of  citizenfhip  acquired  three  years  pre- 
vious to  the  eledion  ; and  a previous  refidence  of 
three  years  in  the  county. 

The  fenate  is  eleded  for  four  years  ; but  a 
fourth  of  the  fenators  is  renovated  annually. 

The  fenators  are  eleded  by  diftrids,  formed 
by  feveral  counties,  according  to  their  popula- 
tion ; but  no  diftrid  is  permitted  to  return  more 
than  four  fenators. 

The  number  of  the  fenators  is  never  to  be  lefs 
than  the  fourth  part  of  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives, nor  ever  exceed  the  third. 

The  qualifications  for  a fenator  are, — the  ar- 
rival at  the  age  of  twenty-one  ; the  right  of 
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citizenfhip  ; refidence  for  four  years  in  the  Hate  ; 
ând  a refidence  of  the  year  preceding  the  election 
in  the  diflricL 

The  governor  is  elected  for  three  years,  and  is 
not  eligible  to  continue  in  office  more  than  nine 
years  in  twelve.  The  qualifications  for  the  can- 
didate for  the  office  of  governor,  are — the  arrival 
at  thé  age  of  thirty  ; and  the  right  of  citizenfhip 
of  feven  years  Handing,  and  feven  years  refidence 
in  the  Hate. 

The  qualification  of  refidence  in  the  Hate  is 
not  neceffary  to  a candidate  for  the  office  of  go- 
vernor, or  member  of  either  of  the  houfes  of  le- 
giflature,  when  he  has  been  abfent  on  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Union  or  the  State. 

The  fame  eledors  chufe  the  governor  and  the 
two  houfes  of  the  legiflature.  The  qualifications 
of  an  elector  are, — the  arrival  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  ; two  years  refidence  in  the  Hate  pre- 
vious to  the  election  ; and  the  payment  of  taxes 
for  the  lafl  Hx  months.  The  fons  of  inhabitants 
paying  taxes  are  exempt  from  the  laft  qualifica- 
tion. 

Laws  for  the  impofition  of  taxes  muH  originate 
in  the  houle  of  reprefentatives  ; but  the  fenate 
may  make  amendments  in  them. 

The  treafurer  of  the  Hate  is  annually  appoint- 
ed by  the  legiflature.. 
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All  other  places  under  the  government,  civil 
3nd  military,  are  filled  by  the  governor;  who 
appoints  alio  the  fheriffs  and  coroner  in  each 
county,  from  two  candidates  prefented  to  him 
by  the  electors. 

The  governor  has  the  prerogative  of  granting 
pardon  to  convifts,  or  of  mitigating  their  fen- 
tence. 

The  afts  of  the  legiflature  mud  receive  his 
fignature,  to  have  the  force  of  a law,  which  fig- 
nature  is  to  be  affixed  to  the  aft  within  ten  davs 
of  its  being  prefented  to  him  ; except  in  the  cafe 
of  his  refufing  his  aflent,  when  his  refufal  is  to 
be  accompanied  with  a declaration  of  his  mo- 
tives. The  motives  of  refufal  are  to  be  taken 
into  confideration  by  the  two  houfes;  and  if 
two-thirds  of  each  perfill  in  paffing  the  aft,  the 
governor  is  to  place  his  fignature  to  it,  notwith- 
standing his  objections.  It  thenceforth  becomes 
law,  and  he  is  to  provide  for  its  execution. 

The  judicature  is  divided  into  five  tribunals; 
Î.  the  Supreme  Court,  compofed  of  a chief- 
jultice  and  four  other  judges.  This  court  holds 
its  fittings  at  Philadelphia,  in  January,  April, 
and  September  ; in  the  firft  of  which  months, 
the  fittings  laft  for  three  weeks,  and  in  the  two 
others  for  fifteen  days. 

2.  The  Courts  of  Over  and  Terminer,  com- 
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pofed  of  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court* 
and  judges  of  the  diftridt,  the  county  being  di- 
vided into  five  diftridts  for  the  purpofes  of  this 
jurifdidiion.  The  judges  make  the  circuit  of 
the  diftridt,  and  take  cognizance  of  both  civil 
and  criminal  caufes. 

3..  The  Court  of  Common  Pleas*  compofed  of 
a prendent  who  is  one  of  the  judges  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  juftices  of  the  peace  in  the  county. 
This  court  is  held  in  the  county*  and  takes  cog- 
nizance only  of  civil  caufes. 

4,  The  Court  of  Quarter  Seffions,  compofed 
only  of  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  held  every 
three  months  in  the  county. 

5.  The  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeal,  compofed 
of  à prefident  who  has  no  other  fundtion*  and 
the  judges,  who  are  prefidents  of  the  feveral 
courts  of  common  pleas.  This-  court  is  held 
every  year  at  Philadelphia,  beginning  its  fittings 
on  the  firft  of  July. 

The  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Courts  of  Cir- 
cuit, have  the  powers  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
veiled  in  them. 

The  refpedtive  judges  are  appointed  by  the 
governor,  and  cannot  be  difplaced  but  by  a fen- 
tence  of  the  fenate,  upon  an  accufation  from  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  ; or,  where  the  accufa- 
tion is  not  of  a criminal  nature,  by  the  gover- 
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nor,  on  the  requifition  of  two -thirds  of  each  of 
the  two  houfes  of  the  legiflature. 

The  concluding  chapter  of  the  conftitution  of 
Pennfylvania  contains  a declaration  of  rights, 
eftablifhed  on  the  pureft  principles  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty. 

No  teft  is  required  from  perfons  holding  public 
offices,  except  a declaration  to  uphold  and  defend 
the  conftitution.  No  profeffion  relative  to  reli- 
gion is  demanded  of  them.  The  declaration  is 
made  iipon  oath,  or  fimple  affirmation,  accord- 
ing to  the  pleafiire  of  the  perfon  making  it  ; and 
this  feems  a neceffary  provifion  in  a ftate  in 
which  Quakers  are  as  numerous  as  iri  that  of 
Pennîylvania. 

Votes  at  an  election  are  given  iri  writing  ; and 
the  judges  who  preiide,  before  they  receive  â voté, 
are  to  make  an  entry  of  the  name  and  qualifi- 
cation of  the  voter,  that  the  fame  perfon  may 
not  vote  twice,  or  vote  without  the  right  of  fuf~ 
frage; 

The  tranquillity  of  Penufyltania  has  been  im- 
difturbëd  fittce  the  ëftablifhmènt  of  this  conftitu- 
tion, except  in  the  inftancë  of  a partial  infur- 
reâion  in  ! 70  4,  of  which  I fliall  have  occafion  to 
fpeak  hereafter. 

This  ftate  is  bleffed  with  a high  degree  of  prof- 
jperity.  Population  increafes  in  an  aftoniftiing 
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progreffion.  Commerce  is  more  flourifliing  than 
in  any  of  the  other  fiâtes  ; and  every  corner  of  it 
is  peopling  with  emigrations  from  Europe,  or 
from  the  other  fiâtes  of  the  Union. 

THE  LAWS  IN  GENERAL. 

By  the  grant  of  Charles  Second  to*  William 
Penn,  it  was  provided,  that' the  laws  of  England 
relative  to  property,  and  alfo  the  laws  relative  to 
crimes,  fhould  be  in  force  in  Pennfylvania,  till 
others  fhould  be  formally  fubflituted  by  himfelf, 
and  the  freemen  of  the  new  province,  or  thei 
deputies. 

In  the  eflablifhment  of  this  colony,  the  com- 
mon law  of  England,  and  feveral  of  its  flatute 
laws,  were  naturally  adopted  ; but  many  of  thefe 
not  being  found  in  any  written  code  of  Pennfyh 
vania,  they  are  to  be  regarded  indifcriminately  as 
the  common  law  of  Pennfylvania; 

When  the  revolution  took  place,  thefe  laws 
ceafed  to  be  obligatory,  by  the  connexion  with 
England  being  deflroyed.  But  they  were  con- 
firmed in  the  firft  independent  legiflature  by  an 
exprefs  law,  till  they  fhould  be  repealed  by  iuc- 
ceeding  afts  of  the  legiflature.  This  wife  mea- 
fure  was  neceffary  in  the  agitation  of  a revolu- 
tion/that fcarcely  affords  the  ceolnèfs  and  leifure 
required  for  the  formation  of  a new  code  of  laws. 
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or  even  the  careful  revifion  of  an  ancient  fyftem. 
Many  of  the  iaw,s  fmce  that  period  have  been 
repealed,  or  amended  ; thofe  which  are  at  prefent 
in  force  have  been  lately  collected  and  publifned 
by  Mr.  Dallas,  feçretary  of. the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  a lawyer  of  great  eminence,  and  who  is 
allowed,  even  by  men  of  oppofite  fentiments  in 
politics,  to  poffefs  a clear  judgment,  and  a pro- 
found knowledge  in  the  law’s. 

THE  CODE  OF  CIVIL  LAWS  IN  PARTICULAR. 

I fhall  fpeak  only  of  the  moll  interefting  of  the 
code  of  civil  law’s  ; and  in  the.  firft  place,  of  that 
wiiich  regulates  the  property  of  perfons  dying  in- 
teftate.  This  law,  which  was  paifed  in  .1794, 
revokes  all  preceding  law;s  on  the  fame  fubjed, 
the  laft  of  which  vvas  palled  in  1 7Ô4. 

By  the  exifting  law’,  the  widow  of  a perfon 
dying  inteftate  takes  a third  of  all  his  pèrfonal 
property  and  an  intereft  for  life  in  the  real  eftate. 
The  other  two-thirds  are  divided  equally  among 
the  legitimate  children,  already  born  or  port  hu- 
mous ; and  alter  the  dçath.  of  the  widow,  the 
third  of  the  real  eft  ate  in  which  fhe  had  à life- 
. intereft,  is  equally  divided  among  the  children. 

When  the  perfon  dying  inteftate  leaves  no* 
widow,  the  whole  of  the  property  is  equally  di- 
vided among  the  children. 
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When  a perfon  dying  inteftate  leaves  a widotr 
without  children,  the  widow  takes  half  the  per- 
fonal  property,  and  a life- inter  eft  in  half  the  real 
eftate;  the  remainder  is  divided  among  the  near  eft 
relations  of  the  deceafed  ; to  whom  alfo  defcends, 
at  the  death  of  the  widows  the  half  of  the  real 
eftate  enjoyed  by  her  during  her  life.. 

This  law  determines  the  preference  t©  be  given 
to  the  degrees  of  relationship';,  and  regulates  the 
manner  of  valuing,  felling,  and  dividing  the  pro- 
perty among  the  co-heirs. 

The  aboliflied  law  of  1?04,  had  given  to  the 
eldeft  of  the  fens-  of  the  perfon  dying  inteftate* 
a Share  of  the  property  equal  to  two  of  the  other 
children. 

The  common-law  of  England  is  followed  in 
Pennfyl  vania,  in  the  difpofition  of  the  property 
of  a woman  dying  inteftate;  the  whole  of  the* 
perfonal  property  belongs  to  the  hufband,  and 
alfo  the  enjoyment  of  the  real  eftate  during  his. 
life. 

If  there  are  children  of  the  marriage,  or  their 
reprefentafcives,  they  divide  the  property  of  the 
mother  after  the  death  of  the  father. 

The  liberty  of  difpofmg  of  property  by  will* 
without  leaving  any  part  to  children,  is  entire  in 
Pennfyl  vania,  and  is  confidered  as  a Security  for 
the  good  behaviour  of  children.  It  is  very  un- 
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common  to  find  a parent  making  a bad  life  of 
this  liberty  ; which  appears,  however,  to  be 
greater  than  a juft  man  would  define.  It  is  not 
unufual  for  a parent  to  leave  his  .eldeft  fion  a dou- 
ble portion  of  his  property*  but  public  opinion 
condemns  every  difpofition  ira  which  the  eldeft 
fion  is  favoured  beyond  that  proportion. 

By  a law  pafled  in  1786,  no  divorce  can  be 
adjudged  but  in  the  following  cafes  1.  For  in- 
ability in  the  haft) and,  or  incapacity  of  .the  wife 
to  bear  children. 

2.  For  a preceding  marriage  of  one  of  me  par 
ties,  the  former  wife  or  hufband  being  fit  ill  alive, 
when  the  fécond  marriage  took  place. 

3.  For  adultery,  proved  by  one  of  the  parties. 

4.  For  the  voluntary  abfienee  of  either  of  the 
parties,  without  rcafonable  caufe,  from  the  houfc 
of  the  married  parties  during  four  fueoeeding 
years. 

In  each  of  thcfe  cafes  the  fupreme  court  has 
the  power  of  pronouncing  § fentence  of  divorce. 
The  forms  of  proceeding  are  prefcribed  by  the 
law  ; and  it  is  provided,  that  they  cannot  be  re- 
forted  to,  by  any  hufband  or  wife,  except  where 
the  parties  have  refided  one  year  at  leaft  in  the 
ftate. 

When  a married  perfon,  on  the  report  of  the 
death  of  the  hufband  or  wife,  after  an  abfence  01 
Ç 3 two 
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two  years,  marries  again,  fuch  perfon  is  not  to 
be  judged  guilty  of  adultery  ; but  the  hufband 
or  wife  who  has  been  thus  reported  dead,  may, 
on  his  or  her  return,  claim  the  diifolution  of  the 
marriage  made  during  his  or  her  abfence,  and 
the  reflitution  of  the  wife  or  hufband,  provided 
the  claim  is  made  within  a year  after  the  return 
of  fuch  perfon. 

A hufband  who  çonfents  to  his  wife’s  adultery 
is  not  inti tied  to  a divorce  ; and  where  a divorce 
is  obtained  for  adultery,  the  party  conviéled  of 
the  crime  is  not  at  liberty  to  marry  with  the  per- 
fon  who  was  his  or  her  partner  in  the  guilt. 

The  law  grants  a feparation,  when  the  wife 
proves  that  fhe  has  been  ill-treated  by  her  huf- 
band ; and  compels  the  hufband  to  afford  a main- 
tenance to  the  wife  after  the  feparation,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  third  of  his  revenue  ; but  every  fen- 
tence  of  feparation  is  to  be  revifed  by  the  high 
court  of  errors  and  appeals,  if  either  of  the  parties 
chufes  to  appeal. 

By  a law  palled  in  1780,  the  children  of  flaves 
born  after  that  period  are  declared  free  ; ‘ but  they 
are  liable  to  ferve  the  mailers  of  their  parents  till 
the  age  of  twenty-eight.  The  fame  law  ordained 
the  regiflering,  in  the  public  book's  of  certain  of- 
ficers, the  names  of  the  flaves  then  refiding  in  the 
iiate  ; and  fuch  flaves  as  were  hot  fo  regiflered 
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were  declared  to  be  free.  It  provided  that  all 
ilaves  fhould  be  tried  by  the  fame  tribunals,  and 
with  the  fame  forms,  as  other  citizens  of  the 
ftate  ; but  it  prohibited  the  teftimony  of  a Have 
againft  a freeman.  The  proprietors  of  flaves  were 
compelled  by  this  law  to  prow  de  for  their  fubfift- 
ence,  even  in  the  cafe  of  their  not  being  regif- 
tered  ; and  the  manner  was  prefcribed  for  the 
recovery  of  a Have  who  had  efcaped  from  his 
matter.  It  was  forbidden  to  engage  any  negro 
or  mulatto  above  the  age  of  tveenty-one  to  be 
bound  for  any  longer  term  than  feven  years. 

A law  that  was  patted  in  May  1/88  explained 
and  amended  the  law  of  1780.  Every  Have 
brought  into  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  either 
by  an  inhabitant  of  the  ftate  or  any  perfon  com- 
ing to  rsfide  there,  was  declared  free  -as  foon  as 
he  entered  on  the  territories  of  the  ftate.  No 
perfon  could  take  with  him,  or  fend  away  to  an- 
other ftate,  a Have  engaged  only  for  a term,  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  fiave  officially  declared 
before  a juft  ice  of  the  peace.  A fine  of  one  hunr 
dred  and  fixty  dollars  is  to  be  paid  for  every  of- 
fence againft  this  provifion  of  the  law.  The 
children  of  ilaves  born  after  the  firft  of  March 
1780,  who  were  fubjedt  to  fervkude  till  the  age 
of  twenty-eight,  were  to  be  enregiftered  in  the 
C 4 books 
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books  of  the  proper  officers,  in  default  of  which 
they  were  declared  free. 

The  trading  in  negroes  w7as  prohibited,  under 
the  penalty  of  the  confifcation  of  the  veflel  em- 
ployed in  or  deftined  to  that  traffic,  and  a fine 
of  two  thoufand  two  Jiundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
Every  mafter  of  a flaye,  whether  during  his  life 
or  for  a term  of  years,  was' prohibited,  under  the 
penalty  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  dollars,  to  re- 
move hufband  and  wife,  or  parents  and  their 
children,  to  the  diftance  of  more  than  twelve 
miles  from  each  other,  without  their  previous 
confent.  Where  violence  is  ufed  by  the  m after, 
or  perfecution  or  falfe  pretences  to  effedt  the  repa- 
ration contrary  to  this  law,  the  fine  is  doubled, 
and  the  offender  to  be  imprifoned  for  fix  or  twelve 
months.  The  granting  liberty  to  a flave,  whe- 
ther he  is  fo  for  life  or  a term  of  years,  requires 
no  other  formality  than  the  fignature  of  the  maf- 
ter  declaring  him  to  be  free. 

The  common  law  of  England  is  {till  in  force 
in  Pennfylyania,  relative  to  the  hiring  of  domef- 
tics,  and  the  taking  of  apprentices.  Parents  may 
therefore  engage  their  children  as  apprentices  and 
domeftics  up  to  the  age  of  twenty- one  ; and  after 
that  age  young  people  may  make  agreements  for 
themfelves  till  they  are  twenty- eight.  Provifions 
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arc  made  by  the  law  merely  to  prevent  abufes  in 
thefe  engagements.  Among  the  reft  are — the  de- 
claration before  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  perform 
engaged  to  be  a fervant  or  apprentice,  that  he  en- 
gages himfelf  voluntarily  ; a prohibition  to  every 
mafter  to  lend  fervants  or  apprentices  out  of  the 
irate  ; and  a fine  impofed  upon  all  perfons  offend- 
ing againft  that  claufe,  or  retaining  the  perfons 
fo  engaged  beyond  the  term  of  the  contract. 

The  law  alfo  authorifes  the  engagement,  for  a 
limited  period,  of  perfons  arriving  from  Europe, 
who  cannot  otherwife  difcharge  the  debts  they 
have  contracted  with  the  mailers  of  veffels  for 
their  paffage. 

The  overfeers  of  the  poor  may  make  engage- 
ments for  the  children  of  the  poor  as  apprentices, 
but  not  for  any  term  exceeding  their  arrival  at 
the  age  pf  twenty-one  ; and  provifions  are  made 
for  the  proper  treatment  of  fuch  apprentices  and 
domeftics  by  their  matters. 

It  is  under  the  fancfion  of  the  forms  of  this  law 
that  emigrants,  arriving  here  from  the  French 
colonies  fince  the  French  Revolution,  have  been 
able  to  retain  their  Haves.  Having  conducted 
them  before  magiftrates,  they  engage  them  till 
the  time  when  they  fhall  attain  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  or  twenty-eight;  but  the  cornent  of  the 
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negro  to  this  effeCt  is  neceffary,  without  which 
they  are  declared  free. 

There  is  no  law  in  Penuiylvania,  direCtly  en- 
aCted  by  the  legislature  of  the  ftate,  relative  to 
bankruptcies  ; on  this  fubjeCi  the  law  of  England 
is  followed.  That  which  relates  to  the  infolvent 
debtors  is  encumbered  with  the  inconveniences 
which  fuch  laws  feldom  avoid.  It  provides  that 
infolvent  perfons,  imprifoned  for  debt,  fhall  be 
difcharged  and  freed  from  further  purfeit,  on  a 
declaration  made  by  them  of  the  amount  of  their 
property  and  the  relinquiffiment  of  it  to  their 
creditors.  But  if  the  debtor  afterwards  acquires 
other  property,  he  may  be  again  fued.  It  will  be 
felt,  that  the  debtor,  being  once  enlarged,  may 
fecrete  his  new  acquifitions  from  his  creditor,  or 
that  he  may  be  diffioneft  in  his  declaration  con- 
cerning his  property  ; but  it  will  alfo  be  .felt,  that 
it  is  lefs  difficult  to  raife  objections  to  this  mild 
proyifion  of  the  law,  than  to  fubftitute  one  that 
would  proteét  the  honeft  and  unfortunate  debtor, 
while  it  fecured  the  creditor  from  frauds.  The 
decay  of  morals  in  Pennfylvania  renders  a pror 
viilon  for  this  laft-mentioned  ohjeCt  neceffary.; 
and  the  legillature  is  engaged  in  framing  a law 
for  that  purpofe. 

It  was  propofed  in  the  lalt  feffion  to  abolifh 
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arrefls  for  debt,  and  to  leave  to  the  money- 
lender and  the  merchant  the  talk  of  enquiring 
into  the  folidity  of  the  funds  for  their  repayment. 
The  proportion,  was  fupported  by  a great  number 
of  the  members  ; but  was  oppofed  by  a majority, 
and  thrown  out. 

Chicane  will  find  means  to  prolong  the  term 
of  nine  months,  which  is  the  term  conflimed  by 
the  regular  forms  in  the  recovery  of  a debt  ; and 
it  is  not  unufual  to  fee  it  thus  employed  in  Penn- 

4»  j 

iylvania. 

By  a law  of  Pennfyl vania,  cognizance  is  given 
to  juftices  of  the  peace  of  all  addons  for  debt  not 
exceeding  fifty- three  dollars.  The  objed  ôf  the 
legiflature  in  this  law  was,  to  fave  expence  in 
the  moft  frequent  adions  for  debt,  and  in  which 
the  parties  were  the  leaft  capable  of  defraying  it; 
but  an  appeal  to  the  fuperior  tribunals  is  giyen  to 
the  defendant.  This  law  met  with  much  oppo- 
fitic-n  before  it  palled,  and  chiefly  from  lawyers 
who  imagined  it  would  effed  their  pradice  ; but 
experience  has  fhewn  the  wifdom  of  the  provi- 
fion.  There  is  fcarcely  an  inftance  of  an  appeal 
from  the  decifions  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace; 
and  the  expences  of  recovering  debts  before  them 
are  twenty  times  lefs  than  before  the  fuperior  tri- 
bunals with  the  aid  of  advocates. 

THE 
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THE  CRIMINAL  LAWS.— PRISONS. 

It  is  on  the  fubjeéi  of  criminal  laws  that  philo- 
fophy  has  had  the  moft  noble  and  ufeful  influ- 
ence in  Pennfyl vania  ; and  in  this  refpedi:  the 
government  may  juftly  ferve  for  a model  tp  the 
reft  of  the  world. 

I cannot  proceed  with  this  fubjedt  without  .re- 
peating part  of  what  I have  faid  in  another  work, 
published  with  this  title—  On  the  Prifons  of  Phi- 
ladelphia ; to  which  I will  refer  fuch  of  my  read» 
ers  as  require  a more  particular  detail  on  this  in- 
ter eft  ing  fubjedh 

Since  the  year  179 3,  no  crime  but  wilful  mur- 
der is  punifhed  with  death.  Other  crimes  are 
punched  with  imprifonment,  for  more  or  left 
time,  and  with  circumftances  of  greater  or  left 
feverity,  according  tp  the  nature  of  the  offence  ; 
the  Governor  in  all  cafes  having  the  prerogative 
to  mitigate  the  punifhment  ; for  although  it  has 
appeared  to  the  wife  legiflators  of  this  ftate,  that 
the  certainty  with  which  punifhment  follows 
crimes  will  greatly  diminifti  them,  thp  hope  of 
obtaining  pardon  by  fubfeqnent  good  conduct  has 
no  left  appeared  to  them  a motive  of  fubftaptial 
reform  in  criminals.  They  very  properly  thought 
that  all  punifhment  fhould  have  the  amendment 
of  the  offender  for  its  object,  and  ought  even  to 
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furniffi  him  with  the  means  of  reform  ; and  this 
valuable  maxim  is  the  bafis  of  the  policy  of  the* 
prifons  in  Philadelphia. 

The  adminiftrators  of  the  prifons  have  added 
this  truly  wife  principle  ; that  the  imprifbnment 
of  a criminal  being  a reparation  to  fociety,  it 
ought  as  little  as  poffible  to  be  a burden  on  its 
finances. 

They  have  propofcdr  therefore,  the  following 
objects  in  their  regulations  : 

lit.  That  the  economy  of  the  prifons  ffiould, 
as  much  as  poffible,  tend  to  detach  the  prifoners 
from  their  former  habits,  and  lead  them  to  re- 
flections on  their  condition,  and  confequently  to 
amendment. 

2d.  That  all  arbitrary  proceedings,  and  cru*’ 
dty,  and  injuftice  in  the  jailors,  ffiould  be  care- 
fully excluded,  fmce  they  difpofe  the  mind  of 
the  prifoner  to  malice  and  revenge,  inftead  of' 
Begetting  fentiments  of  contrition. 

3d.  That  the  prifoner  ffiould  be  confiantly 
employed  in  fome  profitable  labour,  to  wean  him 
from  habits  of  idlenefs,  to  defray  the  expences  of 
the  prifon,  and  to  provide  fome  refource  for  the 
time  when  he  returns  again  to  fociety. 

The  conviCls  in  the  prifons  are  divided  inter 
two  daffies  ; the  firft  are  ffich  as  are  conviCied  of 
crimes  formerly  puniffied  with  death,  and  their 
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fehtênce  always  includes  folk  ary  confinement  fbi* 
part  of  the  time  of  their  imprifonment.  The 
quantity  of  folitary  confinement  is  at  the  difcre.^ 
tion  of  thé  judge,  within  thefe  bounds — that  it 
fhall  not  exceed  half  of  the  time  of  the  imprifori- 
ment,  nor  be  lefs  than  the  twelfth  part.  The 
other  clafs  of  convids  are  fuch  as  are  fentenced 
for  inferior  offences  ; and  who  are  not  confie- 
quentîÿ  condemned  1 6 folitary  confinement i 

The  cells  for  folitary  confinement  are  eight 
feet  by  fix,  ànd  riinè  in  height.  They  arë  always 
on  the  firft  or  fécond  floor  of  the  prifon,  are 
vaulted,  and  detached  from  the  reft  of  the  build- 
ing. They  are  warmed  by  a ftove  which  fta'nds 
in  the  corridor  facing  the  cells.  The  convid> 
Ihut  in  by  two  doors  of  iron  and  grated,  receives 
the  benefit  of  the  fire  without  being  able  to 
convert  it  to  mifchievous  purpofes.  The  cell  is 
lighted  by  the  doors  leading  to  the  corridor,  and 
more  immediately  by  a window.  It  has  a water- 
clofet,  through  which  frefh  water  can  be  always 
turned  at  the  pleafure  of  the  prifoner.  No  pre- 
caution for  cleanlinefs  or  health  is  forgotten.  Thé 
cells,  as  well  as  every  part  of  the  prifon^  is  white- 
wafhed.  twice  a year.  The  prifoner  fleeps  on  a 
mattrafs,  and  is  well  furnifhed  with  covering. 

Thus  delivered  over  to  folitude,  and  the  bit— 
ternefs  of  reflection  and  remorfe,  the  convid  has 
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no  communication  with  human  beings  ; except 
that  once  a day  the  turnkey  brings  him  a coarfè 
pudding  made  of  Indian  wheat. 

It  is  not  till  after  the  convidl  has  pafied  fonte 
time  in  this  feclufion  from  fociety  that  he  obtains 
permiffion  to  read,  or  to  be  furnifhed  with  fuch 
employment  as  his  flriét  confinement  will  admit 
of. 

The  convict  never  quits  his  cell  during  the 
term  for  which  he  is  condemned  to  folitary  con» 
finement,  not  even  to  walk  in  the  corridor,  ex- 
cept in  the  cafe  of  ficknefs. 

It  is  left  to  the  infpedtors  of  the  priions  to  fay 
in  what  part  of  the  whole  term  of  the  imprifon- 
ment  the  time  of  the  folitary  confinement  fhall 
take  place  ; provided  the  prifoner  actually  fuffers 
the  quantity  of  folitary  confinement  named  in 
the  fentence.  It  is  ufually  infliâed  wThen  the 
convid:  enters  the  prifon  ; becaufe  the  fevereft 
part  of  the  fentence  ought  in  juftice,  as.  quickly 
as  poffible,  to  follow  the  crime  ; becaufe  the  ri- 
gour of  this  feclufion  would  be  unjuft ly  increafed 
if  the  prifoner  had  already  enjoyed  the  common 
liberty  of  the  prifon  ; becaufe  the  feclufion  from 
fociety  is  defigned  to  lead  the  prifoner  to  reflec- 
tion on  the  crimes  whofe  punifhment  falls  lb 
heavily  on  him;  and,  becaufe  the  fudden  and 
abfolute  change  of  food  affedts  the  temperament 
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of  the  prifoner  and  inclines  hirn  to  the  difpofitioM 
that  precedes  repentance. 

The  infpeftors  of  the  prifons  place  great  con-» 
fidencë  in  the  abftinence  they  impofe  on  the 
convift  condemned  to  foiitary  confinement  ; re- 
garding it  £ts  the  füreft  means  of  his  amendment, 
by  the  change  it  effects  in  his  ideas  and  temper. 
This  notion  feems  to  have  influenced  the  foun- 
ders of  fucH  religions  as  ènjoin  fafts  and  abfti- 
nence ; and  he  who  reflefts  on  the  power  of  our 
organs  over  the  qualities  of  our  mind  will  not  fail 
to  appkud  thë  infpeftors  of  the  prifons  in  Phi- 
ladelphia for  the  fagâcitÿ  of  their  fyfterm 

A convint  who  is  not  fentenced  tb  foiitary 
confinement  is,  on  his  entrance  into  the  prifon, 
put  into  a common  room  with  others;  His 
clothes  are  taken  off,  and  in  fomb  cafes  burnt; 
and  a drefs  common  to  all  the  prifoiiers  given 
tb  him.  He  is  inftrufted  in  the  regulations  of  the 
prifon,  and  examined  refpefting  the  fpecies  of  la- 
bour he  is  capable  of  purfuing. 

The  civil  officer  who  conducts  the  coüvift  to 
prifon,  delivers  to  the  infpeftors  a paper  contain- 
ing an  account  of  his  offence  ; the  circumftanceë 
by  which  it  is  heightened  or  extenuated  ; the 
fafts  that  appeared  on  his  trial  ; the  Crimes  of 
which  he  has  in  any  former  time  been  accufed  ; 
in  a word;  the  entire  character  and  hiftory  of  the 
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man  as  far  as  it  can  be  gathered.  The  document 
is  tranfmitted  by  the  çourt  that  pronounced  the 
fentence  ; and  enables  the  infpectors  to  form 
an  opinion  of  the  prifoner,  and  to  conduct  them- 
felves  toward  him  as  the  cafe  requires. 

The  labour  allotted  to  prifoners  is  proportioned 
to  their  ftrength,  and  proficiency  in  the  employ- 
ment. In  the  prifons  there  are  looms  ; carpen- 
ters’ benches  ; and  ihops  fitted  up  for  fhoe- 
makers  and  taylors.  Convicts  that  cannot  avail 
themfelves  of  any  of  thefe*  are  employed  in  faw- 
ing,  or  polifhing  marble;  preparing  the  cedar  for 
pencils  ; grinding  plaifter  of  Paris  ; combing  wool  ; 
or  beating  hemp.  The  infpectors  have  lately 
added  a manufacture  of  nails*  which  employs  a 
great  many  hands,  and  produces  a large  profit 
to  the  priibn.  Convicts  that  are  unable  to  endure 
hard  labour,  and  are  little  expert  at  any  thing,  are 
employed  in  forting  wool,  horfe-hair,  and  fia x. 

The  bargain  for  the  labour  of  the  prifoners  is 
made  between  the  jailor  and  the  tradefmen  of 
the  city,  in  the  prefence  of  the  convict.  Out  of 
his  earnings,  the  convict  pays  for  his  board,  his 
portion  of  the  common  expences  of  the  houfe, 
and  the  ufe  and  wear  of  his  tools  ; the  rate  of 
payment  for  thefe  things,  being  neceflarily  go- 
verned by  circumftances,  is  fixed  by  the  infpec* 
tors  four  times  in  every  year  ; it  is  at  prefent 
Vox..  IV,  D fifteen 
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fifteen  pence  per  day,  and  an  old  man,  who  Can 
do  nothing  but  pick  hemp,  is  able  to  gain  one 
and  twenty  or  two  and  twenty  pence  per  day* 
There  are  convidts  who  earn  more  than  a dollar 
per  day. 

Befides  the  money  which  the  conviét  pays  to 
the  prifon  from  his  earnings,  the  law  compells 
him  to  reimburfe  the  ftate  the  expences  of  his 
trial,  and  to  pay  a fine  which  is  always  part  of 
the  fentence.  The  fine  includes  a fum  to  be 
paid  into  the  treafury  of  the  ftate and  in  cafe  of 
theft,  a fum  fufficient  to  pay  for  the  ftolen  pro- 
perty. The  money  to  be  paid  into  the  treafury 
is  frequenly  remitted,  but  never  the  expences  of 
the  trial,  nor  the  reftitution  of  the  ftolen  pro- 
perty. The  county  advances  the  money  for  the 
expences  of  the  trial;  and  is  repaid  from  the 
labour  of  the  conviél,  if  his  family  or  friends  do 
not  pay  it  for  him. 

The  women  are  employed  in  fpinning,  fowl- 
ing, combing  wool,  and  wafhing  for  the  prifon. 
They  pay  feven-pence  per  day  for  their  board  ; 
and  they  can  earn  more  than  that  if  they  are 
induftrious.  As  their  labour  is  not  fo  hard  as 
that  6Ï  the  men  their  food  is  lefs  expenfive. 

The  jailor  does  not  here,  as  is  too  frequently 
the  practice  in  other  places,  levy  contributions 
on  misfortune  and  mifêry,  Nothing  is  de~ 
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rnanded  on  the  priloner’s  entrance  into  prifon, 
or  on  his  quitting  it  ; nothing  for  particular  in- 
dulgences to  the  individual. 

The  jfmallnefs  of  the  falary  of  certain  fitua- 
tions  in  Europe  deems  to  àuthorife  thofe  who 
fill  them  in  the  exaddons  by  which  they  increafe 
their  revenue  ; and  it  is  difficult  for  perfons  of 
higher  rank,  whole  office  it  is  to  fuperintend 
their  eondud,  to  make  rigid  enquiries  where 
they  know  the  fubaltern  has  not  the  falary  to 
provide  the  necefiaries  of  life. 

The  rapacious  exadions  to  which  I allude,  are 
exercifed  by  perfons  of  the  vileft  condition  in  fo- 
ciety  ; and  they  are  often  levied  as  an  indemnity 
for  the  contempt  and  hatred  which  thofe  perfons 
encounter. 

But  here,  where  no  prifcner  is  ever  put 
in  irons  ; where  blows  and  even  fil  language 
isfiridly  forbidden  to  all  perfons  who  approach 
them  ; where  the  whole  economy  of  the  prifon 
tends  to  make  it  a fcene  of  reform  ; the  office  of 
jailor  never  wounds  the  delicay  of  the  mod  ho- 
nourable charaders.  The  falaries  are  very  fuffi- 
cient,  even  of  the  under  jailors  ; the  daily  vifits 
of  the  mfpedors  are  a complete  check  upon  the 
jailors,  and  not  only  excludes  all  exadion,  but 
produces  confiant  evidence  that  none  can  exift 
in  the  prifons. 
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Every  pnfoner  has  a fmali  book  in  which  are 
entered  the  bargains  made  in  his  prefence  for  his 
labour,  and  the  amount  of  the  produce  ; and 
againft  this*  his  debts  for  the  expences  of  his 
trial,  the  fine  to  which  he  is  condemned,  the 
fum  to  be  paid  for  the  ufe  and  definition  of  his 
tools,  his  clothes,  and  his  board  ; and  the  ac- 
count is  audited  and  paffed  every  three  months 
in  the  prefence  of  the  infpetors.  A copy  of  the 
account  is  entered  in  a general  regifler  ; and  is 
àlfo  paffed  every  three  months. 

The  produce  of  the  labour  is  paid  into  the 
treafury  of  the  county,  which  thus  becomes  the 
banker  of  the  prifoner,  to  prevent  the  fufpicions 
that  would  arife  if  the  jailor  held  the  money  in 
his  hands.  The  jailor,  m fat,  is  no  more  than 
the  agent  between  the  convict  and  his  employer  ; 
and  the  price  of  labour  in  the  prifon  is  the  fame 
as  out  of  doors  ; and  the  infpedors  take  care  that 
no  fraud  is  prâtifed  upon  the  conviais. 

The  jailor  purchafes  the  provifions  in  the  pre- 
fence of  the  infpedlors.  A certain  quantity  is 
allowed  to  each  prifoner,  and  is  weighed  out  be- 
fore the  Cook,  who  is  himfelf  a conviél,  and  is 
paid  by  his  fellow  prifoners  for  his  labour. 

To  thefe  precautions  of  incdfant  infpetion* 
and  of  the  ample  fakry  of  the  jailors,  v/hich 
removes  the  temptation  to  fraud  on  their  part,  is 
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joined  the  powerful  controul  of  public  opinion. 
The  humanity  and  inflexible  probity  of  the  in- 
ipedtors  is  fo  manifeft,  their  defire  of  the  wel- 
fare of  the  convidls  is  fo  unequivocal,  and  their 
care  that  no  injuflice  be  done  them  fo  confiant, 
that  to  rob  them  would  appear  in  the  public  eye 
a more  deteflable  crime  than  any  other  fpecies  of 
robbery. 

The  rooms  in  which  the  prifoners  fleep  are  on 
the  firfl  floor  ; each  room  contains  ten  or  twelve 
bedfleads,  furnifhed  with  mattrafies,  fhects,  and 
a fufliciency  of  covering  ; and  every  prifoner  has 
a bed  to  himfelf.  Each  room  is  well  aired  and 
well  lighted.  The  prifoners  quit  their  chambers 
at  day-break,  and  do  not  return  till  thé  hour  of 
going  to  bed.  They  are  then  fliut  up  without 
light.  When  the  weather  is  fevere,  a little  fire  is 
allowed  them  ; the  whole  of  the  building  being 
vaulted,  there  is  no  danger  of  their  burning  it 
down  ; and  if  they  ffiould  be  tempted  to  fetfire 
to  their  beds,  they  wTould  do  no  more  than  fub- 
jedt  themfelves  to  perifli,  and  if  they  efcaped 
would  be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  mifchief  done. 

Every  morning,  before  the  convidls  go  to 
work,  they  are  obliged  to  wafh  their  hands  and 
face.  In  fummer  they  bathe  twice  a month,  in 
a bath  made  for  that  ufe  in  the  middle  of  the 
court.  They  are  regularly  fliaved  twice  a week  ; 
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and  the  barber,  who  is  alfo  a convint,  is  paid  out 
of  the  fifteen  pence  per  day  deducted  out  of  each 
prifôner’s  labour.  Their  linen  is  changed  twice 
a week, 

All  heavy  work  is  done  in  the  courts  ; and 
light  trades  are  followed  in  rooms  on  the  fame 
floor  with  their  chambers,  but  in  a feparate  part 
of  the  building.  They  are  not  fhut  in  while  they 
work  ; but  each  is  under  the  fuperintendance  of 
the  reft.  There  are  feldom  more  than  five  or 
fix  in  one  of  thefe  Ihops. 

The  under  jailors,  of  whom  there  are  four  to 
each  prifon,  are  obliged  to  be  continually  in  the 
courts,  chambers,  or  corridors  ; in  fine,  amon^ 
the  prifoners. 

All  converfation  is  p minted  the  prifoners,  be- 
yond what  necefiarily  arifcs  in  the  purfuit  of 
their  occupations.  They  are  forbidden  to  re- 
proach each  other  with  their  crimes,  or  even  to 
fpeak  of  the  caufe  of  their  imprifonment.  The 
fame  filence  is  impofed  upon  them  at  table. 
Their  breakfaft  and  lupper  is  a pudding  of  flour 
made  from  Indian  corn,  with  which  they  eat 
treacle.  At  dinner,  each  is  ferved  with  half  a 
pound  of  meat,  half  a pound  of  bread,  and  ve- 
getables. Their  drink  is  always  water.  Never* 
on  any  pretence,  are  they  permitted  to  tafte  fer- 
mented liquors,  not'  even  fmall  beçr.  All  fuch 
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liquors  are  prohibited;  and  the  prohibition  is  re- 
ligioufly  obferved.  The  excitement  produced  by 
fermented  liquors  is  momentary,  and  deceitful  ; 
and  as  it  would  heat  the  juices  of  the  convint, 
would  confequently  interfere  with  the  fyftem  of 
temperance  through  which  it  is  intended  to  ef- 
fect a change  in  his  difpofitiçn.  The  healthy 
vigour  wdiich  is  neceffary  for  him,  will  be  de-, 
rived  from  the  fubftantial  but  moderate  food  that 
is  given  him.  Peals  of  laughter,  fongs,  and 
Ihouts,  are  prohibited  ; not  only  as  they  would 
be  inconvenient  and  difagreeable  in  the  prifon, 
but  becaufe  they  difturb  the  tranquillity  which 
is  to  be  cultivated  and  encreafed  in  the  prifoner’s 
temper. 

When  a conviél  violates  a regulation  of  the 
prifon,  he  is  admonilhed  for  the  firft  offence  by 
the  infpedlor,  the  jailor,  or  the  under  jailor.  If 
he  repeats  his  offence,  he  is  fent  into  folitary 
confinement.  This  is  a punifhment  which  the 
jailor  may  himfelf  inflidl  ; but  in  every  fuch  cafe 
he  is  obliged  inftantly  to  fend  an  account  of  it  to 
the  infpeflor. 

When  a convift  is  idle,  and  will  not  work,  he 
is  fent  into  folitary  confinement  ; and  this  pu- 
niftiment  is  the  greater,  becaufe  he  muff  redeem 
the  time  he  has  loft  when  he  returns  to  labour, 
as  the  expences  of  the  houfe  are  charged  againft 

D 4 him 
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him  even  for  the  time  of  his  folitary  confine-? 
ment. 

/ 

The  four  under  jailors  are  all  the  night  on  du* 
ty  ; two  of  whom  are  in  the  room  fet  apart  for 
the  Infpe&ors,  and  the  other  two  walk  conti- 
nually in  the  corridors.  When  there  is  any  ex- 
traordinary nolle,  they  waken  the  jailor,  with 
whom  they  proceed  to  the  chamber  whence  the 
nolle  comes,  arid  conduct  the  offenders  to  the  fo- 
litary cells.  Such  cafes  are  very  rare.  It  per- 
haps does  not  happen  four  times  a year  that  a pri- 
foner  is  puniftied  ; and  np  other  punifhment  is 
jnfl idled  in  the  prifon  but  folitary  confinement. 

The  tailors  and  under-jailors  are  not  permit-' 
ted  to  have  either  arms  or  dogs.  They  are  even 
forbidden  to  carry  a fmall  ftick,  leaft  in  a pao«? 
ment  of  anger  they  fliould  ftrike  a prifoner,  and 
the  tranquillity  fo  much  cultivated,  and  from 
which  fo  much  is  expefted,  be  difturbed.  An 
under  jailor  who  is  found  drunk,  or  who  treats  a 
prifoner  a fécond  time  with  unprovoked  rigour, 
is  immediately  difcharged. 

The  infpeâors  take  occafion  to  converfe  with 
the  prifoners  ; they  endeavour  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  them  ; they  give  them  advice  and 
confolation,  and  labpur  to  reconcile  them  to  their 
own  confciences,  -Thefe  converfations  are  not 
top  frequent,  left  they  fliould  produce  the  left 

effect. 
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effe<ft.  The  appearance  of  the  prisoners  is  gene- 
rally calm  and  ferions;  it  has  nothing  of  that 
hard  infolence,  or  the  malignant  fcowl,  or  the 
mean  fervility,  that  we  find  in  the  prifoners  of 
Europe.  A prifoner  here  is  at  once  refer ved  and 
refpe&ful. 

The  female  conviais  are  in  a wing  ftparated 
from  the  dwelling  of  the  men.  They  are  fuf* 
fered  to  mingle  with  women  that  are  prifoners 
for  debt — an  indulgence  that  is  never  granted  the 
men.  It  is  fuppofed  that  the  example  of  women 
of  a better  order  will  tend  to  correct  the  manners 
of  the  depraved  ; and  this  is  true  ; for  in  that  fex 
modefty  and  an  honed  fhame  have  always  an  in* 
fluence  which  men,  when  they  are  once  per* 
verted,  do  not  feel. 

Wafhing  is  the  only  labour  carried  on  in  the 
court  belonging  to  the  women,  of  which  they 
otherwife  make  ufe  at  their  pleafure.  The  num- 
ber of  female  convifts  feldom  exceeds  five  or  fix. 
Silence  is  lefs  rigidly  exacted  from  them  ; and 
they  are  not  fo  ftriétly  guarded  as  the  men.  One 
of  them  cooks  for  the  reft  ; and  they  wait  on  each 
other  in  ficknefs  ; but  ficknefs  is  rare  among 
them. 

The  new  economy  introduced  into  the  prifons 
jhas  made  a material  change  relative  to  difeafes. 
Formerly  there  were  from  two  hundred  and  fixty 

to 
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to  three  hundred  and  twenty  patients,  affiidted 
with  the  itch,  in  one  quarter;  and  in  the  fame 
interval,  under  the  new  fyftem,  they  do  not 
amount  to  forty.  This  aftonifhing  difference  is 
Yolely  to  be  attributed  to  the  change  of  economy. 
Formerly  the  licence  that  reigned  in  the  prifons 
was  the  confiant  occafion  of  fiithinefs,  drunken 
nefs,  quarrels,  and  difgufling  difeafes.  At  pre 
ient  there  are  no  patients  in  the  prifons,  but 
fotne  afflidcd  with  the  rheumatifm,  or  the  effeél 
of  accidents.  In  the  four  lafl  years,  only  two 
prifoners  have  died,  ^nd  they  died  of  the  fmall- 
pox. 

If  the  diforder  is  not  contagious,  the  patient  is 
attended  in  his  chamber  ; but  if  contagion  is  ap- 
prehended, he  is  put  in  a room  by.himfelf. 

Every  Sunday  morning  the  prifoners  attend  a 
fermon,  preached  by  a minifler,  whofe  zeal  leads 
him  to  the  prifon  ; nor  is  it  inquired  to  what 
feel  he  belongs.  Liberty  of  conference  is  as  un- 
reftriéted  in  the  prifons  as  it  is  throughout  Penn- 
fylyania.  Yet  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  {late  are 
almofl . all  of  them  Chriftians,  a chapter  is  read 
to  the  prifoners  from  the  Bible.  The  fermons, 
in  general  turn  more  on  morality  than  doctrinal 
points,  and  are  applicable  to  the  fituation  of  the 
eonvidls.  All  the  prifoners,  of  every  kind  and 
both  fexes,  attend  the  fen  ice,  excepting  thofe 
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who  are  condemned  to  folitary  confinement.  In 
the  evening  there  is  another  fermon  ; and  pious 
books  are  given  to  thofe  who  requeft  it. 

The  fuperintendance  of  the  adminiftration  of 
the  prifon  is  committed  to  twelve  infpeCiors. 
Six  of  thefe  are  replaced  by  a new  election  every 
fix  months,  and  the  election  is  made  by  the  in- 
fpedtors  themfelves.  The  elections  are  thus  fre- 
quent, tha:  the  duty,  which  is  very  painful  in 
its  nature,  may  not  fall  too  heavily  on  indivi- 
duals. But  an  infpeétor  may  be  continued  in 
office  beyond  his  term,  with  his  own  confent. 

The  infpeâors  meet  every  week  ; and  two  of 
them,  who  have  the  additional  title  of  vlfitors , are 
obliged  at  lealt  to  make  two  vifits  in  eight  days 
to  the  prifons.  There  is  fcarcely  a day  paffes  in 
which  they  do  not  make  their  vifit  ; and  fre- 
quently feme  who  are  not  on  that  duty  do  the 
fame.  The  infpedtors  are  for  the  mofc  part  Qua- 
kers ; and  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  it  is  to 
the  fociety  of  Quakers  that  the  public  is  indebted 
for  the  eftablifhment,  protection,  and  fficcefs  of 
the  new  fyftem. 

To  one  of  thefe  people,  whofe  name  is  Caleb 
Lownes,  is  to  be  given  the  largeft  fhare  of  the 
honour  of  this  great  reform.  The  opinions  of 
Beccaria  and  Howard  eafily  took  root  in  his 
humane  heart»  It  was  he  who  animated  his  bre- 
thren 
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thren  with  zeal  for  the  enlightened  fyftem  of 
thefe  great  men  ; it  was  he  who  exhorted  a 
change  in  the  prifons — who  propofed  to  fubfti- 
tute  humanity,  joined  to  firmnefs,  for  fetters  and  * 
firipes — who  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  treated  as  a 
wild  vifionary,  without  being  turned  afide  from 
his  purfuit,  perfectly  confiding  in  the  fuccefs  of 
his  labour.  It  was  he  whofe  unwxaried  zeal 
gained  over  to  his  caufe  whoever  was  neceffary 
to  its  protection  ; who  obtained  from  the  legifla- 
turc  thofe  laws,  I will  not  only  fay  that  huma- 
nity claimed,  but  that  juftice  and  an  enlarged  po- 
licy demanded.  In  a word,  it  is  he  who  confents 
at  every  election  to  be  an  infpeCtor,  and  is  indeed 
the  principal  agent  of  that  great  work  of  reafon 
and  humanity.  May  God  fhower  his  bJeffmgs 
on  the  head  of  this  benefaCtor  of  the  human 
race  ! 

The  judges  at  firft  oppofed  this  reform  ; except 
one  among  them,  who,  younger  than  the  reft, 
and  defpairing  lefs  of  the  human  charader,  em- 
braced the  reform  with  ardour.  He  affociated 
himfelf  to  the  labours  of  Caleb  Lownes,  aiding 
him  ^vyith  the  advice  of  a man  verfed  in  jurif- 
prudence  ; and,  having  fhared  the  difficulties,  he 
deferved  to  fhare  in  the  glories  of  the  under- 
taking. The  name  of  this  judge  was  Wil- 
liam Bradford,  fie  was  at  that  time  the 

attorney- 
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attorney-general  of  Pennfylvania,  and  was  after- 
wards the  attorney-general  of  the  United  States» 
He  died  lately,  honoured  with  the  univerfal  ef- 
teem  and  love  of  his  fellowr-citizens. 

This  is  an  homage  which  I render  the  more 
readily  to  his  memory,  as  it  includes  no  cenfure 
on  the  other  judges.  While  they  withheld  their 
fandâon  from  the  reform,  they  were  influenced 
by  doubts  of  its  efficacy  ; and  they  were  prompt 
in  aiding  the  plan  when  they  were  convinced  of 
their  miftake  ; nor  were  they  to  be  deterred  by 
the  opinion  they  had  previoufly  given  ; — a con- 
dud:  that  will  not  be  thought  little  of,  by  thole 
who  have  had  occafion  to  contemplate  the  ope- 
rations of  felf-love. 

The  prifons,  under  the  new  regulations,  are 
fubjed  to  the  fuperintendance  of  the  mayor  of 
Philadelphia,  and  judges  appointed  for  that  pul> 
pofe.  They  form  a committee,  whofe  duty  it  is 
to  vifit  the  prifons  once  in  every  quarter.  The 
fame  duty  is  impofed  upon  the  governor  of  the 
ftate  of  Pennlylvania,  the  judges  of  the  feveral 
fuperior  courts,  and  the  grand  juries. 

Thefe  numerous  vifits  are  ordained  by  the  le- 
giflature,  to  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  this  humane 
plan,  by  watching  over  thé  interior  economy  of 
the  prifons,  if  it  w ere  even  poffible  for  the  zeal  ef 

the 
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the  inipe&ors  to  relax.  They  have  proved,  how» 
ever,  a recompence  for  the  trouble  they  have  oo 
cafloned  ; they  demonftrated  the  value  of  the 
new  fyftem  ; and  induced  the  friends  of  huma- 
nity to  overcome  the  obftacles,  that  in  every 
country  are  thrown  in  the  way  of  men  who  de- 
vote themfelves  to  the  overthrowing  of  abufes. 

The  infpedtors  have  the  right  to  prefent  peti- 
tions to  the  governor,  for  the  pardon  of  crimi- 
nals; which  they  never  fail  to  ufe,  when  they 
are  convinced  of  the  amendment  of  the  çonviét, 
and  of  his  having  acquired  a capitàl  by  his  la- 
bour, or  of  having  means  of  fubfiftence  among 
his  friends* 

. . ^ 

The  governor  of  Pennfylvania  never  refufes  a 

pardon,  on  the  petition  of  the  infpedtors  ; even 
a murderer  may  hope  to  obtain  it,  although,  in 
that  cafe,  it  is  never  granted,  unlefs  the  petition 
is  figned  by  the  relations  and  friends  of  the  perfon 
murdered*  The  infpeftors  feldom  prefent  peti^ 
lions  in  behalf  of  convicts  of  that  clafs  ; they 
even  ufe  their  prerogative  with  moderation  for 
all  others  ; but  every  prifoner  knows  that  it  may 
be  employed  for  him,  and  his  heart,  warmed  by 
hope,  feels  an  intereft  in  his  becoming  a better 
man.  Who  that  is  without  hope,  and  without 
fear,  .was  ever  happily  influenced  in  his  conduél  ? 

When 
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When  prifoners  are  difcharged,  they  receive 
the  amount  of  the  favings  of  their  labour  in 
money,  if  the  infpeftors  are  perfuaded  that  they 
will  make  a good  ufe  of  it,  or  in  clothes,  when 
the  infpedtors  have  not  that  confidence.  Some- 
times convifts  difpofe  of  the  favings  of  their  la- 
bour, while  they  are  ftill  in  prifon,  in  the  main- 
taining their  families.  Such  is  the  admirable  ef- 
fects of  the  new  fjftem,  that  of  a hundred  con- 
vins difcharged,  either  in  con  fè que  nee  of  par- 
dons, or  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  their 
fentence,  there  are  not  two  committed  for  new 
crimes  ; under  the  ancient  fyflem,  the  prifons 
were  filled  with  old  and  known  offenders,  who, 
like  the  criminals  in  Europe,  left  their  prifons 
every  time  with  newly  acquired  vices,  and  availed 
themfelves  of  their  liberty  only  to  commit  ne  w 
depredations,  and  were  again  led  back  to  priibn, 
till  they  terminated  their  wretched  lives  on  the 
fcaffold. 

I will  here  give  a table  of  the  number  and 
clafles  of  convidls  for  the  four  lafc  years  of  the 
ancient  fjftem,  and  the  four  firft  of  the  new. 

It  would  be  a very  defireable  thing  to  add  a 
table  of  the  crimes  committed,  and  the'fentences 
paffed,  in  the  four  years  immediately  preceding 
the  amelioration  of  the  penal  code  ; but  the  re- 

gifters 
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gifters  of  the  prifons  were  carried  off  by  the  per* 
ion  who  at  that  time  had  the  cuftody  of  them. 

It  was  not  till  the  year  1 790,  that  the  law  was 
paffed  that  gave  the  new  fyftem  to  the  prifons  ; 
and  it  was  not  till  1 79 1 > that  it  was  put  in  exe- 
cution. 


TABLE  ' 


Table  of  the  Number  and  Claffes  of  ConviRs  during  the  four  loft  Years  of  the  Ancient  Syjlemand  the  four  firfl  Years  of  the  New. 
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Observations  on  the  foregoing  table. 

1 . In  the  four  firft  of  the  eight  years  named  in 

the  table,  criminals  were  committed  to  the  pri~ 

♦ 

Ions  of  Philadelphia,  only  from  the  county  and 
city  of  Philadelphia;  in  the  four  laft  years,  cri- 
minals were  font  from  every  part  of  Pennsylvania 
to  the  prifons  of  Philadelphia. 

2.  Of  the  three  hundred  and  twentv-oiie  con- 

J 

vidts  that  were  foreigners  and  white  men  in  the 
firft  period  of  four  years,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  were  Irifh,  and  eighty-four  Englifh  or  Scotch. 
In  the  laft  period  of  four  years,  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  conviéts  that  were  white  men, 
ninety- two  were  Irifh,  and  nineteen  Englifh  or 
Scotch.  The  Irifh,  therefore,  in  both  periods, 
were  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  foreigners,  and 
nearly  the  half  of  the  whole  number  of  prifoners  ; 
and  part  of  the  prifoners  concealing  the  name  of 
their  country,  it  is  reafonahle  to  fuppofe  there 
were  more  Irilh  than  were  entered  as  iuch  in  the 
regifter. 

3.  In  the  firft  period  of  four  years, 
three  criminals  wrere  convicted  of  new  crimes, 
after  having  been  difcharged,  and  fome  of  thefe 
even  for  the  fifth  and  fixth  time  ; while  five  only, 
belonging  to  the  laft  period  of  four  years,  were 
convicfted  of  new  crimes  after  being  difcharged 
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4.  Under  both  the  old  and  the  new  fyftenv 
crimes  have  been  multiplied  in  Philadelphia  and 
its  environs,  in  a proportion  greatly  exceeding 
that  of  all  the  reft  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania. 

In  the  four  years,  therefore,  of  the  new  fyfi- 
tem,  more  than  two  hundred  have  been  reftored 
as  ufeful  perfons  to  fociety,  who,  under  the  old 
fyftem,  and  under  a penal  code  of  laws  refera- 
bling  that  of  almoft  every  ftate  of  Europe,  were 
ejeftined  either  to  be  the  fcourge  of  their  fellow 
creatures,  or  to  be  kept  fecluded  from  them,  or 
to  be  delivered  over  to  violent  deaths. 

Criminals  wTere  not  only  rendered  more  ufeful, 
but  w7ere  in  reality  more  feverely  punifhed.  The 
greater  part  of  them  would  have  readily,  in  the 
ftrft  inftance,  preferred  death  to  folitary  confine- 
ment ; and  all  were  infinitely  more  fatisfied  with 
the  diforder  and  vice  of  the  old  prifons,  than  with 
the  humane  and  juft,  but  uniform  and  fteady  ad- 
miniftjation  of  the  new.  It  is  in  defpite  of  them- 
felves  that  they  are  reftored  to  fociety  ; but  how- 
much  reafon  have  they  and  their  families  to  be 
grateful  to  the  legiflature  that  has  fnatched  them 
from  their  miferies  ? I refer  fuch  of  my  readers  as 
would  know  more  of  this  interefting  fubjedt  to 
my  former  work,  from  which  I have  been  able  at 
prefent  to  give  a very  incompetent  extraeft. 
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LAWS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  POLICÉ. 

The  laft  law  relative  to  the  regulation  of  the 
poor  was  pafled  in  the  year  1 7 7 1 * It  appoints 
overfeers  of  the  poor,  both  in  Philadelphia  and 
other  cities  of  the  ftate.  It  ordains  the  levying  of 
taxes  for  their  provifion  ; recommends  the  eftab- 
lifhment  of  houfes  of  induftry  ; and  regulates  the 
manner  of  removing  poor  families  who  become 
burthenfome,  and  have  not  acquired  the  right 
of  being  relieved  in  the  city  where  they  refide. 

The  right  of  being  relieved  is  acquired  by  a 
year’s  refidence  ; and  payment,  during  that  time* 
of  the  poor  rates.  Domeftics  and  apprentices  ac- 
quire the  right  fimply  by  a yeâr’s  refidence*  All 
perfons  who  have  not  acquired  the  right,  and  are 
declared  by  the  overfeers  of  the  poor  to  be  in 
danger  of  becoming  chargeable  to  the  city,  are 
conveyed  to  the  place  of  their  birth  ; the  over- 
feers of  the  poor  of  which  place  are  to  reimburfe 
the  city  that  has  thus  conveyed  them  the  ex- 
pences of  the  journey.  Every  father  or  mother, 
grandfather  or  grandmother,  or  child,  of  poor 
perfons  not  able  to  gain  their  livelihood,  is  oblig- 
ed to  provide  for  them,  if  they  have  the  means, 
on  the  penalty  of  five  dollars  and  a half  for  every 
month  that  they  negied  this  facred  duty.  An 
appeal  is  allowed  to  the  court  of  juftices  of  the 
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peace,  from  the  fentence  of  the  overfeer  of  the 
poor,  who,  in  the  firft  inftance,  decides  in  fuch 
cafes. 

A law  of  Pennfylvania,  pafled  in  1 78Q,  gave 
every  foreigner,  although  not  a refident  in  Ame- 
rica, the  right  of  acquiring  and  poiTeffing  every 
Ipecies  of  property,  as  if  he  were  a member  of 
the  ftate.  This  law,  which  was  to  be  in  force 
only  for  two  years,  was  renewed  at  the  end  of  that 
period,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  be  renewed 
till  it  is  declared  permanent.  This  law  deferves 
to  be  placed  among  the  raoft  enlightened  and 
politic  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  induce  foreigners  to  fettle  in  that  fine 
country,  in  preference  to  every  other. 

The  laws  relative  to  the  Indian  natives,  that 
were  pafled  by  the  aflemblies  of  Pennfylvania, 
were  charadlerifed  by  the  forefight  and  equity 
which  governed  William  Penn  in  all  his  tranfac- 
tions  with  thofe  people  ; but  by  the  federal  con- 
ftitution,  the  congrefs  only  can  pafs  law?  relative 
to  the  commerce  of  the  feveral  ftates  with  foreign 
nations,  in  which  defeription  the  Indians  arc 
comprifed.  Pennfylvania,  therefore,  fince  it  was 
independent,  has  no  particular  law  on  that  fub- 
jeeft. 

Liberty  of  confidence  is  more  compleat  in 
Pennfylvania  than  in  any  of  the  other  ftates.  It 
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was  fo  in  the  birth  of  the  colony  ; yet,  by  a law 
of  1705,  the  inhabitants  were  compelled  to  pro- 
fefs  a belief  in  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  the  Scriptures.  This  profeffion  was  necef- 
fary  to  place  an  inhabitant  of  the  ftate  out  of  the 
reach  of  perfecution.  The  conftitution  adopted 
at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  gave  wider 
limits  to  liberty  of  confcience  ; and  finally,  the 
conftitution  made  in  179$  declares,  “ that  every 
man  has  a natural  right,  of  which  he  cannot  be 
iuftly  deprived,  to  worfliip  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  confcience  ; that  no  man  can 
juftly  be  compelled  to  obferve  any  form  of  wor- 
Ihip,  or  to  incur  any  expence  for  public  worfliip  ; 
that  no  human  authority  can,  on  any  pretence, 
force  the  confciences  of  men  ; and  that  no  pre- 
ference can  be  given  by  law  to  any  particular 
form  of  worfliip.”  It  adds,  “ that  every  onan, 
acknowledging  the  exiftence  of  God,  and  a future 
ftate  of  rewards  and  puniftiments,  may  hold  any 
office  in  the  republic  of  Pennfylvania.” 

In  faft,  there  is  no  ftate  in  the  Union  in  which 
religion  and  its  minifters  have  lefs  influence  than 
in  this  ftate  ; its  minifters  here,  as  every  where 
elfe,  are  willing  enough  to  erecft  themfelves  into 
a body,  and  to  influence  the  public  opinion,  but 
the  number  that  favour  their  pretenfions  is  fo 
fmall,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be  faid  to  exift. 
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The  laws  that  enjoin  the  obfervation  of  Sun- 
day, are  more  regarded  in  Pennfylvania  than  in 
any  of  the  northern  ftates,  becaufe  they  are  more 
reafonable  and  moderate.  They  prohibit  merely 
the  felling  of  goods  in  an  open  fhop,  or  in  the 
markets  ; following  the  chace  ; or  attending  any 
public  diverfion.  The  law  which  prohibits  games 
of  hazard,  and  the  fighting  of  game-cocks,  are 
punctually  obeyed,  becaufe  it  is  agreeable  to  the 
■manners'  and  tafte  of  the  people  ; but  that  which 
impofes  a penalty  of  three  quarters  of  a dollar  for 

drunkennefs  is  far  from  being  fo  ftridtly  obferved. 

* 

LAWS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  MILITARY. 

The  law  regulating  the  militia  was  pafied  in 
1793.  Every  male,  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to 
that  of  forty-five,  is  in  fact  a foldier  of  the  ftate. 
The  captain  of  the  company  in  the  diftridt  enrolls 
every  young  man  who  attains  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen : a notice,  which  is  ferved  upon  him  by  a 
fub&ltern  of  the  company,  is  the  only  form  re- 
quired to  enter  him  in  the  militia,  in  which  he 
remains  till  he  is  five  and  forty.  The  profelfions 
which  exempt  males  from  this  fier  vice  are  nearly 
the  fame  as  thofe  that  give  the  fame  exemption 
in  thé  other  ftates.  White  men  wTho  are  do- 
meftics  hired  for  a term,  and  apprentices,  are 
exempt  during  the  term  of  their  engagement, 
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except  in  the  cafe  of  an  adtual  invafion.  The 
militia  is  compofed  of  divifions,  brigades,  regi- 
ments, battalions,  and  companies.  The  bri- 
gades are  formed  of  regiments,  and  never  exceed 
eight,  nor  are  lefs  than  two  ; regiments  are  com- 
pofed  of  two  battalions  ; and  each  battalion  of 
four  companies,  which,  according  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  canton,  may  be  compofed  of  any 
number,  from  forty  to  eighty  men.  Every  bat- 
talion lias  a company  of  grenadiers,  and  another 
of  ride-men.  A company  of  artillery,  and  a body 
of  cavalry  are  attached  to  every  divifion.  À di- 
vifion comprifes  the  militia  of  two  or  three  coun- 
ties, according  to  their  population  ; and  each 
county  forms  one  brigade  or  more,  as  it  k more 
or  lefs  populous.  A divifion  is  commanded  by  a 
major-general  ; a brigade,  by  a brigadier-general; 
a regiment,  by  a lieutenant- colonel  ; a battalion, 
by  a major  ; and  a company,  by  a captain,  lieute- 
nant, and  enfign.  Befide  the  ft&ff- officers  of  the 
regiments,  a brigadier-general  infpedis  the  divi- 
fions.  The  general  officers  are  appointed  by  the 
governor  ; the  lieutenant-colonels  appoint  their 
own  majors  ; they  are  themfelves,  as  well  as  the 
captains,  lieutenants,  and  enfigns,  chofen  by  the 
foldiers,  and  non-commiffioned  officers  of  the  re- 
giment, battalion,  or  company,  in  which  the  va- 
cancy happens.  The  commiffion  of  the  officers 
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is  only  for  feven  years.  Every  man  enrolled  in 
the  militia,  officer  or  private,  trooper  or  foot- 
foldier,  muft  provide  himfelf  with  arms  and  equi- 
page, under  the  penalty  of  a fine.  When  the 
commanding  officer  of  a regiment  declares  a man 
not  to  be  in  a condition  to  comply  with  this 
requifition,  he  is  fupplied  with  arms  by  the  {late. 
The  militia  affembies  twice  in  the  year,  either  by 
companies  or  regiments. 

The  other  articles  of  this  voluminous  law  re^ 
gulate  the  manner  in  which  the  fervice  of  the 
militia  is  to  be  performed  ; its  pay,  when  em- 
ployed by  the  ftate  or  the  union,  which  pay  is  fix 
dollars  per  month  for  each  foldier.  They  deter- 
mine the  fines  for  every  fpecies  of  offence;  the 
manner  in  which  courts  martial  are  to  becompofed 
and  fummoned.  They  apportion  relief  to  every 
officer  and  foldier  wounded  in  the  fervice,  and 
to  the  widows  and  children  of  the  {lain.  When 
the  militia  is  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  union, 
it  is  fubjedl  to  the  laws  of  the  Congrefs  ; but  of- 
fences committed  by  individuals  are  taken  cog- 
nifance  of  by  courts  martial  compofed  of  its  own 
body. 

The  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  includes  twenty* 
three  counties,  and  the  militia  is  computed  at  a 
bunded  or  a hundred  and  ten  thoufand  men. 

LAWS 
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LAWS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ADMINISTRATION. 

Although  the  interior  navigation  of  the  State 
of  Penniylvania  has  not  made  fuch  progrefs  as 
that  of  New  York,  it  is  not  for  want  of  wifdom 
and  torefight  in  the  government.  A law  of  1 77 8 
declares  the  rivers  Sulquehannah  and  Delaware, 
and  all  the  rivers  and  creeks  falling  into  them,  to 
be  public  and  free  navigations,  and  places  them 
under  the  guardianfhip  and  protection  of  the  go- 
vernment. It  prohibits  the  creating  any  new 
obftacle  to  navigation,  and  enjoins  the  removal 
of  all  old  ones.  The  fame  regulations  were  made 
fucceffively  for  the  rivers  Monongahela  and 
Youghiogany,  and  all  others  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
fylvania.  Commifiioners  were  appointed  to  en- 
quire and  make  reports  concerning  the  means  of 
removing  all  obftruétions  to  the  interior  naviga- 
tion, and  to  make  communication  by  canals  be- 
tween the  great  rivers  or  lakes.  The  feveral 
companies  who  undertook  to  facilitate  the  navi- 
gation on  the  rivers,  or  to  cut  canals,  were  raifed 
into  corporations,  and  aided  either  by  premiums 
from  the  ftate,  or  by  an  authority  to  eftablifh  tolls 
on  the  navigations  or  canals  they  formed  ; fome- 
times  the  ftate  even  gave  them  permiffion  to 
raife  money  by  lottery.  In  many  of  thefe  un- 
dertakings the  fums  granted  by  the  legiflature 
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were  expended  with  utility  to  the  ftate,  by  com 
'pleating  the  work,  in  others,  they  were  miff 
employed  ; fchemes  being  adopted  without  a fuff 
ficient  examination  of  their  obftacles.  But  the 
legillature  caufes  an  annual  return  to  be  made  to 
them  of  the  condition  and  progrefs  of  thefe 
works  ; and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  in  a few 
years  the  interior  navigation  of  Penniylvania  will 
be  carried  to  the  higheft  degree  of  perfection. 
We  may  reafonably  expect  to  fee  Lake  Erie 
and  the  River  Ohio  communicate  with  the  Suff 
quehannah  and  the  Delaware.  The  number  of 
land-carriages  that  would  till,  from  invincible 
obftacles  to  navigation,  in  fome  parts  be  neceff 
fary  would  in  fact  be  few,  and  their  length  greatly 
diminiftied.  The  numberlefs  creeks  of  Pcnn- 
fylvania,  cleared  of  the  obftacles  to  navigation, 
would  afford  for  all  the  productions  of  the  inte- 
rior part  of  the  country  a fure,  fpeedy,  and  cheap 
conveyance  to  the  great  rivers  and  lakes  of  the 
ftate. 

The  roads  are  made  and  kept  in  repair  by  a 
levy  on  the  townfhips.  A furveyor  of  the  roads 
is  chofen  by  the  townfhip.  When  a new  road  is 
to  be  made,  the  furveyors  of  the  feveral  town- 
ftiips,  through  which  it  is  to  be  carried,  fuperin- 
tend  its  completion,  and  they  have  authority  to 
levy  a tax  for  this  purpofe  on  the  lands.  The  tax 
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muft  not  exceed  fix  fhillings  and  fix-pence  in  the 
pound  of  the  annual  income  of  the  land*  accord- 
ing to  tlie  valuation  made  for  the  levying  of  other 
taxes.  Before  the  taxes  for  the  roads  can  be 
railed*  they  are  to  receive  the  fandtion  of  two 
juft  ices  of  the  peace  of  the  county;  and  the  ge- 
neral court  of  juftices  of  the  peace  take  cogni- 
zance of  all  difputes  that  arife  on  the  fubjeél  of 
this  tax. 

The  furveyors  are  chofen  annually  ; and  re- 
ceive five  per  cent  on  the  tax*  and  are  paid  be- 
fides  eighteen  dollars  per  day  when  they  are  ac- 
tually employed  in  the  duties  of  their  office. 
They  hire  labourers  for  the  roads  ; for  the  law 
which  regulates  this  matter  difpenfed  with  all 
perfonal  fervice  on  the  high  roads.  They  buy  all 
th  materials  for  making  and  repairing  the  roads  ; 
and  their  accounts  are  audited  and  figned  every 
year  by  four  commiffioners  chofen  by  the  elec- 
tors of  the  townfhip. 

This  law*  the  principal  provifions  of  which 
took  place  in  1/72*  was  made  only  for  feven 
years,  but  has  fmce  been  conflantly  renewed  at 
its  expiration.  Some  of  the  claufes  have  from 
time  to  time  been  altered  ; the  modifications 
however  are  included  in  the  above  flatement. 

The  roads  of  Pennfylvania  are  in  general  better 
than  thofe  of  the  other  fiâtes  ; efpecially  the 
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roads  between  the  moft  populous  towns.  The 
bridges  are  alfo  conftru&ed  in  a more  folid 
manner.  The  road  from  Philadelphia  to  Lan- 
cafter,  made  by  an  incorporated  company,  is  not 
indeed  fc  good  as  the  turnpike  roads  of  England, 
but  it  is  in  very  good  condition  ; and,  although 
the  tolls  are  fo  high  that  a broad-wheeled  waggon 
pays  nearly  two  dollars  and  a half  between  thefe 
two  cities,  which  is  a diftance  of  fixty-fix  miles, 
no  complaint  is  made,  becaufe  the  waggons  re- 
quire only  half  the  horfes  they  did  before  the 
road  was  made  a turnpike,  and  perform  the  jour- 
ney in  half  the  time.  The  company  that  con- 
ftrudted  this  road  is  very  flourifhing  ; the  fhares, 
which  at  the  firft  fubfcription  coft  three  hundred 
dollars  each,  produce  between  eight  and  nine  per 
cent,  and  bear  a premium  in  their  price. 

LAWS  RELATIVE  TO  FINANCE. 

The  law  which  regulates  taxes  was  pafled  in 
17Q5.  Since  the  year  1 789  no  new  taxes  have 
been  raifed  in  Pennfylvania  for  the  ftate,  there 
being  no  other  than  ta^es  levied  for  the  interior 
ufes  of  the  counties  and  cities  ; but  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  county  rates  are  determined 
and  levied,  would  in  all  probability  be  followed 
in  any  tax  that  it  might  be  neceftary  to  levy  for 
the  ftate. 
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The  inhabitants  of  every  county  eleft  three 
commiflioners,  who  remain  three  years  in  office, 
except  that  one  goes  out  every  year  by  rotation, 
and  a new  commiffioner  fucceeds  him.  The  in- 
habitants  of  every  townffiip  cleft,  every  three 
years,  an  afleflor  and  two  afliftants,  to  apportion 
the  rates  impofed  on  the  townffiip.  The  affef- 
fors  make  a return  every  three  years  to  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  county,  of  the  names  and  dwell- 
ings (where  it  is  poffible)  of  the  proprietors  of 
lands,  occupied  or  not  occupied,  and  of  the  lands 
not  yet  cleared,  and  of  the  houfes  and  fpots  of 
ground  belonging  to  the  towrn  ; of  all  the  inha-: 
bitants  of  the  townffiip,  marking  their  feveral 
employments,  profeffions,  or  conditions  ; and  alfo 
a lift  of  all  horfes  and  horned  cattle  above  four 
years  old,  with  a valuation  of  them  ; and  finally, 
an  eftimate  of  the  proportion  of  the  tax  that  may 
be  laid  refpeftively  on  all  owners  of  perfonal  and 
real  property.  The  commiflioners  of  the  county 
examine  and  compare  all  the  lifts  ; and  have  au- 
thority to  make  alterations  in  the  taxes,  provided 
they  do  not  alter  the  relative  valuations  of  the 
feveral  properties  in  the  fame  townffiip.  The 
affeflment  made  in  confequence  of  thefe  returns 
by  the  commiflioners,  forms  the  rule  for  the  le- 
vying the  taxes  for  the  three  fucceeding  years. 
The  commiflioners  are  never  to  lay  more  on  the 
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land  than  one  per  cent  of  their  computed  value* 
When  they  are  obliged  to  carry  the  tax  on  land 
to  the  full  extent  of  one  per  cent,  they  are  to  levy 
the  following  taxes: — on  every  freeman,  without 
apparent  employment,  from  half  a dollar  to  ten 
dollars  ; on  every  labourer,  a fum  not  exceeding 
two  dollars  ; on  every  vintner,  fhopkeeper,  or  re- 
tailer of  goods,  from  half  a dollar  to  five  dollars  ; 
on  every  broker,  banker,  merchant,  lawyer,  and 
phyfician,  from  one  dollar  to, ten  ; on  all  other 
profeffions,  from  one  quarter  of  a dollar  to  eight 
dollars  ; on  every  proprietor  of  Haves,  a dollar  for 
each  Have.  All  the  taxes  that  are  not  laid  on 
land  are  regulated  by  that  tax,  and  confequently 
diminifh  in  proportion  as  the  tax  on  land  falls 
fliort  of  one  per  cent,  which  is  its  maximum . 

The  . quantity  of  taxes  being  determined,  the 
commiffioners  iffue  an  order  to  the  affeffors  to 
apportion  and  levy  them  on  the  individuals  ; but 
an  appeal  lies  to  the  commiffioners  from  their 
affefTment.  The  tenants  of  the  land  are  refpon- 
fible  for  the  tax  on  land,  but  are  authorifed  to 
deduft  it  from  the  rent.  Lands  not  cleared  are 
fbbjeét  to  the  tax  ; and  if  the  proprietor  is  not  to 
be  found,  or  does  mot  pay  the  tax  during  three 
fucceffive  years,  the  commiffioners  may  order  as 
much  of  the  land  to  be  fold  as  is  neceflary  for  the 
payment  of  the  arrears. 
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The  com miffi oners  of  the  county  appoint  the 
receivers  of  the  county,  and  the  collectors  of  the 
townfhips.  Each  commiffioner  is  paid  one  dollar 
and  a third  for  every  day  that  he  is  actually  em- 
ployed in  his  office  ; the  afTeffors  one  dollar. 

The  expencc  of  the  aflefftnent  and  collection 
for  the  whole  ftate  is  eltimated  at  ten  thoufand 
dollars.  The  collectors  are  generally  paid  five  per 
cent  on  the  collection.  The  treafurer  of  the  com- 
mittee is  paid  a dollar  for  every  hundred  pounds 
which  he  receives  and  pays. 

The  law  has  provifions  for  the  exaCt  levying  of 
the  taxes  ; and  impofes  refponfibility  on  the  col- 
lectors and  other  officers  ; and  impofes  fines  for 
negleCt  or  fraud  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty. 

The  ftate,  as  I have  obferved,  levies  no  new 
taxes.  Its  old  duties  are — on  marriages,  taverns, 
and  public  fales  by  authority,  amounting  annu- 
ally from  twelve  to  thirteen  thoufand  dollars. 
The  legiflature  fuppreffed,  in  17Q5,  the  tax  on 
carriages,  a^id  fome  other  taxes,  which  were  for- 
merly impofed  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  ftate. 

The  annual  expenditure  of  the  ftate  amounts 
to  about  an  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  dollars  ; 
it  confifls  of  the  falary  of  the  governor,  the  Se- 
cretary and  other  officers  of  ftate,  and  of  the 
judges;  the  expence  of  the  courts  of  circuit  ; the 
falary  of  the  treafurer  and  his  clerks;  the  ex- 
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pence  of  the  office  for  the  fale  of  lands  ; the  ap- 
pointments of  the  members  of  the  fenate,  and 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  ; the  falaries  of  fome 
other  civil  officers;  and  the  pay  of  fome  militia 
officers. 

The  revenues  which,  with  the  old  duties,  en- 
able  the  ftate  to  provide  for  its  expenditure 
without  additional  taxes,  confift  in  the  intereft: 
of  a capital  accruing  from  the  fale  of  lands,  for 
the  moffc  part  placed  in  the  banks.  This  capi- 
tal amounts  at  prefent  to  one  million  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars  ; a million  of  which  is  in 
the  bank  of  Pennlylvania,  and  five  hundred  thou- 
sand in  that  of  the  United  States.  Thefe  fums 
bear  an  intereft:  according  to  the  dividends  of 
the  refpeétive  banks  ; but  it  may  be  ftated  to  be 
from  nine  to  ten  per  cent.  Arrears  of  duties,  and 
arrears  of  purchafe-money  for  the  public  lands, 
form  another  branch  of  the  revenue  of  the  ftate* 
The  arrears  of  every  kind  come  in  very  flowly. 
Several  contradictory  laws  ferve  as  an  excufe  to 
the  creditors  of  the  ftate  for  default  of  payment. 
Thefe  are  alfo  protected  by  members  of  the  le- 
giflature,  who  have  a perfonal  intereft  in  the  de- 
lay. The  government  of  Pennfylvania  is  indeed 
unwilling  to  employ  its  force,  efpecially  for  the 
recovery  of  arrears.  There  are  two  inftances 
which  will  fufficiently  Ihow  the  backwardnefs  of 
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the  government  to  compel  the  payment  of  the 
impofts.  There  are  ten  auctioneers  eftablifhed 
at  Philadelphia  for  public  fales,  Six  of  thefe  have 
punctually  paid  the  duties  impofed  upon  fuch 
fales  ; the  other  four  have  not  even  condefcended 
to  give  an  account  of  their  fales.  The  law  en- 
joins every  man  of  eighteen  years  of  age  to  ferve 
as  a militià-man  ; and  impofes  a fine  of  a dollar 
every  time  that  he  is  abfent  from  the  meeting  of 
his  regiment,  and  a fine  of  twelve  dollars  per 
month  for  all  the  time  that  he  is  abfent  when  his 
regiment  is  on  fervice.  The  defaulters  are  fo  nu- 
merous, that  no  other  fund  but  the  fines  due  for 
offences  are  fet  afide  fo t the  expence  of  the  mi- 
litia ; and  the  fines  are  fo  ill  paid,  that  at  prefent 
there  is  a deficiency  of  more  than  one  hundred 
thoufand  dollars.  It  is  to  be  expected,  however, 
that  the  ftate  will  in  future  be  more  rigorous  in 
the  collection  of  its  revenues  ; the  necefllty  of 
this  rigour  begins  to  be  felt,  and  circumftances 
are  more  favourable  than  heretofore  for  its  exer- 
cifè. 

The  debts  due  to  the  Itate,  from  individuals^ 
for  arrears,  and  from  the  Union  for  certain  fun?i> 
advanced,  and  for  which  the  Union  is  refpon- 
fible,  amounted,  in  the  beginning  of  1 797,  by 
the  flatement  of  the  treafury,  to  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-four  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty- 
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four  dollars  feven- tenths.  Pennfylvania  has  alfo 
feveral  other  claims  on  the  treafury  of  the  United 
States,  for  expences  incurred  on  behalf  of  the 

Union, 

By  the  balance  ftruck  by  the  commilïioners  of 
the  congrefs,  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  is  debtor 
for  the  fum  of  feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
nine  dollars. 

Certain  duties,  that  were  formerly  the  per* 
qtiifite  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate  and  other  public 
officers,  have  been  purchafed  by  the  legiflature, 
and  are  become  part  of  the  public  revenue. 
There  are  other  duties  attached  as  perquifites  to 
other  officers,  which  thé  legiflature  will  gradually, 
and  by  the  fame  means*  reftore  to  the  public 
treafury. 

LAWS  RESPECTING  THÉ  SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  laws  that  regulate  the  fale  of  public  lands 
are  deemed  better  in  Pennfylvania  than  in  any 
other  of  the  ftates. 

Before  the  revolution,  the  property  of  the 
lands  belonged  to  the  governor  ; that  is  to  fay, 
to  the  family  of  William  Penn.  The  congrefs 
of  Pennfylvania  paffed  a law  in  1779,  which 
transferred  the  property  to  the  ftate,  giving  the 
Family  of  Penn,  for  indemnity,  the  fum  of  a hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and 
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leaving  them  in  poiTeffion  of  the  lands  they  pof- 
fefled  as  their  own  proper  eftates.  The  lands 
which  became  the  property  of  the  ftate  were 
immenfe.  They  were  various  enormous  tradls 
that  William  Penn  and  his  heirs  had  purchafed 
of  the  Indians  ; parcels  of  w hich  they  fold  for 
their  own  profit.  A law  in  1781,  which  efta- 
blifhed  an  office  called  the  land-office , enjoined 
the  pofleffors  of  warrants  (which  wrere  orders 
from  the  furveyor-general  of  the  ftate  to  his  de- 
puty, to  meafure  out  a certain  trad:  of  land,  and 
were  a hind  of  evidence  of  the  purchafe  of  the 
eftate),  obtained  under  the  old  government,  to 
bring  them  to  the  land-office,  where  they  wTere 
annulled,  if  the  purchafe-money  had  not  been 
paid.  In  1783,  the  aflemblv  .fet  afide  a large 
trad:  of  land  in  the  weft  of  its  territory,  and  to 
the  north  of  the  Ohio,  to  be  difpofed  of,  for  cer- 
tain billets  which  the  troops  of  Pennfylvania  had 
received  during  the  war  for  their  pay,  and  whofe 
current  value  wTas  greatly  below  the  fums  for 
which  they  were  iftued.  The  billets  wTere  to  be 
taken  in  payment  for  the  lands  at  their  nominal 
value  ; and  thefe  lands  were  called,  and  indeed 
continue  to  be  known  by  the  name  of,  depre- 
ciation lands.  The  affembly  alfo.  fet  afide  another 
trad:  of  land,  to  the  north  of  thofe  I have  juft 
named,  called  donation  lands , becairfe  they  were 
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were  to  be  given  as  a reward  to  the  officers  and 
foldiers  of  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania,  in  certain 
portions,  according  to  their  rank.  It  was  not, 
however,  till  1785,  that  thefe  lands  were  actu- 
ally put  up  to  fale  ; and  then  they  were  put  up 
fucceffiveiy,  in  various  parcels,  at  different  prices, 
and  on  different  conditions.  The  acquifitions 
made  from  the  Indians  in  1 7 88  were,  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  lands,  divided  into  two  claffes — thofe 
to  the  weft  of  the  Allegany  mountains  were 
offered  to  fale  for  ten  pounds  for  a hundred  acres  ; 
thofe  to  the  eaft  of  the  mountains,  being  inferior 
in  quality,  for  three  pounds  ten  Ihillings. 

The  quantity  of  lands  offered  to  fale, /and  the 
fcarcity  or  plenty  of  money,  taken  relatively, 
caufed  the  price  the  affembly  of  Pennfyivania 
put  upon  the  land  and  even  the  conditions  of 
fale  to  fluctuate,  independently  of  the  quality  of 
the  land.  Lots  at  one  time  amounted  only  to 
two  hundred  acres,  while  a prohibition  exifted  to 
demand  a warrant  for  more  than  two  fuch  lots  ; 
afterwards  lots  were  extended  to  a thoufand  acres, 
without  any  reftritftion  on  the  number  that  ân 
individual  might  acquire.  The  price  has  varied, 
from  fourteen  dollars  for  an  hundred  acres  to 
tw'enty-fix  and  fifty-three.  In  certain  purchafes, 
the  billets  of  the  ftate  were  received  in  payment  ; 
in  others,  and  particularly  fmce  the  year  1793, 
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they  were  not  fo.  The  laft  fales  to  the  north  of 
the  Ohio,  and  to  the  weft  of  the  Allegany  Moun- 
tains, were  clogged  with  a condition,  that  the 
purchafer  fhould  clear  the  land,  and  enclofe  and 
cultivate  it,  in  the  proportion  of  one  acre  for  a 
hundred  ; eredt  a dwelling-houfe,  and  eftablifh  a 
family,  who  fhould  refide  five  fucceeding  years 
there  ; and  the  quantity  to  be  purchafed  by  an 
individual  was  reftridled  to  four  hundred  acres. 

If,  on  fpots  of  the  vaft  trails  of  lands  bought  of 
the  Indians,  there  happened  to  be  inhabitants, 
the  law  gave  them  the  option  of  purchafing  the 
lots  on  which  they  dwelt. 

It  was  not  till  1 792,  that  the  ftate  concluded 
the  purchafe  of  all  the  lands  within  its  bounda- 
ries. In  178Ô,  the  ftate  purchafed  the  country 
extending  from  the  Mountains  of  Allegany  to  the 
Ohio,  reaching  as  far  as  the  forty-firft  degree.  It 
ftill  remained  to  acquire  the  lands  on  its  northern 
boundary  ; and  that  purchafe  was  concluded  in 
1792. 

In  1794,  the  legiflature  finding  that  immenfe 
portions  of  the  public  lands  had  been  fold  with- 
out their  precife  boundaries  being  defcribed,  and 
that  the  lands  which  remained  in  the  hands  of 
the  ftate  were  not  accurately  knowm,  fufpended 
the  fales.  And  this  law  reflects  great  honour  on 
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the  a-flembly  of  Pennfylvania  ; becaufe  it  gua- 
rantees  individuals  from  the  injury  which  the 
avidity  for  the  acquisition  of  land  made  too  com- 
mon ; becaufe  the  uncertainty  of  the  bounds  of 
the  lands  that  remained  undifpofed  of,  often  gave 
an  opportunity  of  felling  the  lands  of  the  {fate 
twice,  and  thereby  increafed  its  revenue  ; and  it 
is  known,  that  the  legiflatures  of  the  other  {fates 
have  not  acled  with  the  fame  delicacy  in  the 
fame  circumftances. 

Although  the  laws  of  Pennfylvania  refpeéfing 
the  fale  of  lands  have  been  in  general  framed 
with  equity  and  wifdom,  abufes  relative  to  that 
fubjedt  have  neverth clefs  been  great  and  numer- 
ous, perhaps  indeed  more  fo  than  in  any  of  the 
other  {fates,  on  account  of  the  immenfe  quantity 
of  lands  on  fale.  Speculations  on  the  fales  of  land 
bought  from  the  public  afford  a fubjedl  of  gam- 
ing, common  in  almoit  all  the  {fates.  The  wealth 
and  rapacity  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Phi- 
ladelphia inflamed  this  diforder  in  a particular 
manner  in  this  {fate.  Men  of  fortune  and  in- 
fluence, acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
grefs  for  the  payment  of  the  paper  currency,  con- 
fpired  to  dimimfh  the  value  of  that  paper,  and 
afterwards  bought  it  up  and  gave  it  in  payment 
for  public  lands,  at  a profit  of  ten  hundred  and 
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iometimes  thirty  hundred  per  cent.  The  depre - 
dation  and  the  donation  lands  were  fertile  fubjeCis 
of  their  fpeculation. 

The  titles  of  individuals  to  lands  bought  from 
the  public,  are  more  fecure  in  Pennfylvania  than 
in  any  other  of  the  liâtes,  both  becaufe  the  firfl 
purchafes  have  been  carefully  recognifed,  and  be- 
caufe the  land-office  has  developed  all  that  relates 
to  the  titles  to  the  public  lands,  with  a degree  of 
care,  and  a Ipirit  of  equity,  no  where  elfe  to  be 
found. 

Complaints  have  been  made  within  thefe  laffc 
two  or  three  years,  that  the  affairs  of  the  land- 
office  are  not  conducted  with  fo  much  attention 
and  regularity  as  formerly  ; but  the  members  of 
the  legillature  have  never  been  reproached,  as 
fome  other  of  the  Hates  have  been,  for  laws  rela- 
tive to  the  fale  of  lands  and  their  consequent  mif- 
chiefs. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  journal,  I have  fpoken  of 
difputes  that  long  exilled  between  the  Hates  of 
Pennfylvania  and  Connecticut,  concerning  the 
property  of  conliderable  traCls  of  land  on  the 
Sufquehannah,  between  Wilkfbarre  and  Tioga. 
Thefe  lands  were  finally  adjudged  to  the  Hate  of 
Pennfylvania  ; and  all  appeal  prohibited  the  Hate 
of  Connecticut.  But  thefe  lands  are  filled  with 
inhabitants  who  hold  them  by  titles  from  Con- 
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ne&icut,  either  by  purchafe,  or  {imply  by  pof- 
feffion  ; notwithftanding  which  they  are  fold  like 
the  other  public  lands  by  the  ftate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania.  Among  the  perfons  who  hold  thefe  lands 
from  Connecticut,  many  acquired  them  regularly, 
have  been  long  in  pofleffion,  and,  by  the  {urns 
given  for  them,  and  the  labour  expended  on  them, 
have  made  good  their  title,  at  leaft  in  equity  ; 
but  a much  greater  number  hold  thefe  lands  by 
lefs  favourable  titles.  For  three  years  paft,  the 
legislature  of  Pennfylvania  has  been  backward  to 
execute  the  judgments  of  the  courts,  ejecting 
the  pofleflbrs  of  thefe  lands  ; and  every  day  the 
number  of  ufurpations  augments  ; ancient  claims 
are  multiplied,  till  the  judgments  of  the  courts 
can  no  longer  be  enforced  without  military  aid* 
In  the  lâft' feffion,  the  houfe  of  reprefèntatives 
paftèd  a vote,  authorifing  the  governor  to  employ 
the  militia  in  that  fervice  ; but  the  fenate  nega- 
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tived  the  proportion.  The  motives  of  their  ne- 
gative are  not  very  apparent,  fluce,  in  the  end, 
this  meafure  muft  be  adopted  ; and  although,  no 
doubt,  it  will  create  many  difeon tents,  yet,  car- 
lied  into  execution  with  the  juftice  and  modera- 
tion from  which  the  legislature  will  not  depart, 
it  will  remove  a leaven  that  continually  çiffeCls 
the  ftate. 

The  difputes  in  that  quarter  are  not  the  only 
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difputes  of  the  kind  that  have  difturbed  Penn- 
fylvania.  There  are  others  on  the  borders  of  the 
Ohio,  which  may  occafion  confiderable  diforders, 
without  the  prudent  and  timely  interference  of 
the  legiflature.  In  1792,  the  ftate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  paffed  a law,  to  put  up  to  fale  the  lands  to 
the  north-weft  of  the  Ohio,  in  confequence  of 
which  they  were  divided  into  lots  of  four  hun- 
dred acres.  Patents  neceflary  to  give  a title  to 
thefe  lots,  were  to  be  obtained  in  two  different 
ways; — firft,  by  an  engagement  to  fettle  imme- 
diately on  the  lot — and  in  this  manner  many 
poor  families  acquired  lots  ; and  fecondly,  by  an 
obligation  to  clear  eight  acres  of  the  lot  in  two 
years  ; and  many  lots  were  bought  by  fpecula- 
tors  on  thefe  laft  terms.  The  price  of  the  lot 
was  eighty  dollars  in  both  cafes.  In  the  firft, 
it  was  to  be  paid  in  ten  years,  with  intereft,  at 
the  rate  of  fix  per  cent,  after  the  firft  year  ; in 
the  fécond,  it  was  to  be  paid  wdthin  two  years. 
In  default  of  clearing  eight  acres  within  two 
years,  the  purchafers  on  thofe  terms  forfeited 
their  title,  and  their  lots  were  declared  vacant, 
except  in  the  cafe  where  the  Indians,  who  were 
not  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  prevented 
the  clearing  of  the  lands.  The  majority  of  {pe- 
culators who  bought  lots  on  thefe  terms  did  not 
çlear  the  lands  ; and  three  thoufand  poor  fami- 
lies 
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lies  eftablifhed  themfelves  at  different  periods 
upon  thefe  lands  which  the  law  had  declared 
vacant*  The  fpeculators,  availing  themfelves  of 
the  war  which  took  place  with  the  Indians,  aD 
though  no  incurfions  were  made  on  the  lands  in 
queftion,  at  prefent  affert  their  right  to  them* 
and  fue  for  the  qeCiment  of  the  poor  families 
who  took  poffeffion  on  the  faith  of  the  lawn 
Thefe  poor  people  have  come  to  a refolution  to 
maintain  the  poffeffion  by  force.  This  is  in  itfelf 
an  important  circumftance;  and  I ipeak  of  it  be- 
fide,  as  a proof  of  the  opinion  I have  frequently- 
given  in  this  journal,  that  the  increafe  of  the  po- 
pulation in  the  United  States  renders  it  every  day- 
more  difficult  to  the  fpeculators.  in  land  to  pre- 
ferve  their  titles  to  the  immenfe  traCls  they  poff 
fefs,  without  clearing  and  cultivating  them. 

THE  GENERAL  COMMERCE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,, 
AND  THAT  OF  PHILADELPHIA  IN  PARTICULAR.  ' 

There  is  no  ftate  in  the  union  that  has  fo  ex- 
tenfive  a commerce  as  that  of  Pennlyl  vania. 
This  ftate  fur  nifties  productions  for  exportation  in 
greater  abundance  than  any  other  ; and  its  ex- 
ports, moreover,  part  of  the  productions  of  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  Delaware,  Jerfey,  and  New 
Fork.  There  are,  however,  fome  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  Penniylvania  which  are  exported 
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through  Baltimore,  by  the  Sufquehaunah  ; but 
the  canal  that  will  unite  the  Chefapeak  and  the 
Delaware,  and  which  cannot  tail  to  be  corn- 
pleated,  will  reftore  that  commerce  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  with  it  a great  portion  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  eafl  part  of  Maryland. 

The  exportation  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  the 
only  port  of  this  Hate,  derived  from  Pennfylvania 
and  the  adjoining  Hates,  are — charcoal,  potafli, 
beer,  cyder,  fait- meat  and  fifh,  butter,  cheefe, 
Indian  corn,  Hour  made  from  Indian  corn,  wheat 
flour,  bifcuits,  tallow,  candles,  linfeed,  linfeed 
oil,  foap,  potatoes,  timber  for  building.  Haves, 
hides,  the  Ikins  of  deers  and  beavers,  bark,  and 
pigs  of  iron. 

MoH  of  thefe  articles  are  brought  to  Philadel- 
phia, down  the  Delaware,  or  by  land- carriage. 
There  are  very  few  brought  down  the  Sufque- 
hannah  ; for  the  fettlements  on  its  banks  are  very 
recent,  and  confume  nearly  the  whole  of  their 
produce  ; but  when  that  country,  and  the  lands 
lying  behind  it,  are  more  generally  inhabited  and 
cultivated,  that  large  river,  freed  from  obftacles 
which  at  prefent  injure  its  navigation,  will  greatly 
increafe  the  commerce  of  Philadelphia  ; and  there, 
is  no  doubt  this  important  change  will  fpeedily 
be  effected. 

The  produce  of  the  country,  however,  forms 

a very 


7 6 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


a very  fmall  part  of  the  exportation  of  Philadel- 
phia ; which,  trading  with  the  whole  world,  re- 
exports, in  immenfe  quantities,  the  produce  and 
merchandize  of  foreign  countries. 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  amount  of  the 
exports  from  Philadelphia,  for  the  years  17Q1* 
1792,  1793,  1794,  179^  and  1796. 

Dollars. 

1791, “  3,430,092. 

1792,  — 3,820,052. 

17Q3, ~ 6,958,330. 

1 7Q4, — 6,643,890. 

1795, — -11,518,260. 

1796, -17,549,141. 

I fcarcely  think  it  neceffary  to  repeat,  that  the 
immenfe  increafe  in  the  value  of  the  exportation 
is  principally  owing  to  the  increafed  value  of  the 
articles  ; and  to  the  war  in  Europe,  which  has 
caufed  a much  greater  portion  of  the  productions 
of  the  colonies  to  be  pafs  through  America,  than 
formerly. 

The  difference  in  the  value  of  the  barrels  of 
flour,  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  the  exporta- 
tion of  Philadelphia  during  the-  laft  fix  years, 
will  fhew  how  fallacious  it  is  to  judge  of  the 
quantity  of  the  article  exported  by  the  amount 
of  its  value.  The  price  of  the  barrel  of  fuper- 

fine 
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fine  flour  in  1 790,  was  fix  dollars  twelve-thir- 
teenths; in  l/Ql,  five  dollars  two-thirteenths  ; 
in  1/92,  five  dollars  two-thirteenths;  in  17Q3, 
fix  dollars  two-thirteenths  ; in  179-4?  fix  dollars 
ten  thirteenths  ; in  1 795,  twelve  dollars  ; and  in 
179Ô,  ten  dollars.  The  price  of  the  fécond  flour 
is  two  fhillings  or  half  a crown  lefs  per  barrel. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  price  of  the 
fuperfine  flour  varied  in  the  fame  year  as  much 
as  two  and  three  dollars.  I have  given  the  me- 
dium price  of  the  year. 

Philadelphia,  which  in  1 796  exported  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
fifty- feven  barrels  of  flour,  (that  is  to  fay,  nearly 
the  fourth  part  of  the  exportation  of  the  whole 
union)  ; exported  two  hundred  and  ninety-four 
thoufand  and  eleven  barrels,  in  1795  ; two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
eighty- feven  barrels,  in  1/9-4  ; four  hundred  and 
fixteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty- one 
barrels,  in  1793;  four  hundred  and  thirty-three 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-eight  barrels, 
in  1 792  ; three  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-five  barrels,  in  1791. 
Thefe  were  barrels  of  fuperfine  flour  ; the  expor- 
tation of  the  fécond  flour  never  exceeded  five 
thoufand  barrels;  in  1 7QÔ,  the  exportation  of 
fécond  flour  amounted  only  to  one  thoufand  feven 

hundred 
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hundred  and  ninety-eight  barrels.  I have  takéit 
thele  details  from  the  books  of  the  furveyor. 

In  IJÔ5,  the  exportation  of  fuperfine  flour  was 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-feven  barrels  ; two  hundred  and 
fifty-two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fourty-four 
barrels,  in  1 77 1;  two  hundred  and  eighty-four 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy-two  barrels* 
in  1772  ; two  hundred  and  fixty-five  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  fixty- feven  barrels,  in  1773  ; 
two  hundred  and  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
five  barrels,  in  1/84;  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty  barrels, 
in  1/87  r — from  which fiatement  it  will  be  feen* 
that  the  exportation  of  flour  was  not  greatly  in- 
creafed  during  twenty-two  years.  The -exporta- 
tion of  wheat  has  even  greatly  diminifhed,  owing 
to  the  number  of  mills  eredted  in  Pennfylvania 
and  the  neighbouring  fiâtes,  and  there  has  been 
no  material  increafe  of  the  exportation  of  Indian- 
corn  or  bifcuits,  bringing;  it  down  even  to  the  two 
daft  years. 

To  give  a more  compleat  idea  of  the  commerce 
of  Philadelphia,  I will  here  fubjoin  a table  of  the 
principal  articles,  both  foreign  and  the  produce 
of  the  country,  of  its  exportation  in  1 79$,  and 
the  different  ports  to  which  they  were  configned. 
This  fiatement  is  taken  from  the  cuftom-houfe 

books. 
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books.  I would  gladly  have  given  the  computed 
value  of  every  article;  but  that  would  have  re- 
quired the  examination  of  a multitude  of  entries, 
and  more  time  than  could  be  fpared  by  the  per- 
fon  to  whom  I am  indebted  for  thefe  details. 


Table  of  the  principal  Articles  exported  from  Phila- 
delphia in  1796. 


Articles  of  Merchandize. 

Charcoal  - 

Beer,  cyder,  and  porter, 

in  barrels 
Ditto,  in  bottles 
Beef  - 

Bifcuit 

Butter  » 

Bricks  - 
Indian-cont  - 

Cheefe  * 

Candles  » 

Flour  » 

Hams  » » 

Pork 

Rye  flour 

Hour  of  Indian- corn  - 
Potatoes  - 

Rice  - a. 


Quantities. 


tons 

10 

gallons 

14,010 

dozens 

14,545 

barrels 

6,860 

ditto 

3 9,568 

fmall  ditto 

6,010 

pounds 

15  7,470 

number 

1 09,400 

hufhels 

179,094 

pounds 

243,332 

ditto 

33*8,3/4 

barrels 

195,157 

pounds  ; 

1,082,690 

barrels 

12,029 

ditto 

50,614 

ditto 

223,004 

buihels  * 

9,004 

tierces 

0,265 
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Articles  of  Merchandize. 
Linfeed  oil 
Train  oil  - 
Spermaceti  oil  - 
Furs  * 

Tallow  - 
Snuff  - 
Tobacco  - 
Timber  - 

Staves,  heads  of  barrels. 

Planks 

Bark 

Coffee  ~ 

Cocoa  - 

Cotton  « 

Indigo  - 

Wrought  iron  and  fteel 
Sundry  merchandize 
Pepper  ~ 

Spice  - 

Spirituous  liquors 
Sugar 
Salt 

Bohea  tea 
Fine  green  tea 
Common  ditto  ditto  - 
Wine  - 

Ditto  in  bottles 


Quantities. 


gallons 

762 

ditto 

37,726 

ditto 

7,782 

value  in  dollars  47,713 

pounds 

383,850 

ditto 

251,134 

hogfheads  3,437 

- 

- 2,459,616 

&c. 

1,262,150 

- 

1,628,516 

value  in 

dol.  106,969 

pounds 

21,002,300 

ditto 

161,120 

ditto 

011,325 

ditto 

99,200 

value  in 

dollars  36,240 

ditto 

2,822,800 

pounds 

244,552 

value  in 

dol,  116,086 

gallons 

170,889 

pounds 

12,969,916 

bufhels 

4,496 

pounds 

2,26o 

ditto 

3,130 

ditto 

16,210 

gallons 

612,883 

dozens 

29,225 

Names 
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Names  of  the  Places  to  which  the  Articles  exported 
from  Philadelphia  in  1 7QÔ  were  conjignedy  to- 
gether with  the  Value  in  Dollars  of  the  whole 
Exportation  for * the  Year  to  each  Place . 


Dollars. 

Sweden  and  St.  Barthélémy 

411,408 

Denmark,  and  the  Danifh  Antilles 

737,287 

United  Provinces 

- 

1,824,275 

Dutch  Antilles 

- 

184,825 

England 

- 

4,109,011 

Ireland  - 

- 

236,544 

Englilh  Antilles 

- 

760,274 

Englilli  Colonies  in  North  America 

49,380 

Gibraltar 

- 

33,365 

Newfoundland 

» Cf» 

21,505 

Hamburg,  Bremen,  and  the  Hanfeatic 

Cities 

cm  m 

2,981,232 

France  - 

- 

913,880 

French  Antilles 

- 

3,250,584 

Blands  of  France  and  of  Bourbon 

20,967 

Spain  - 

- 

66,974 

Spanifh  Antilles 

- 

916,985 

Florida  and  Louifiana 

- 

280,651 

Portugal 

« 

12,892 

Fayal  - 

» 

14,070 

Madeira 

- 

111,528 

Teneriffe 

» 

861 

Vol.  IV.  G 

Pori 
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Brought  forward  16,943,498 
Ports  of  Italy  - ...  521,904 

Eàft  Indies  - - - - 42,932 

China  40,747 

17,549,141 

The  following  is  a-  fiatement  of  the  duties 
paid  at  the  cuflom-houfe  of  Philadelphia,  during 
five  years  preceding  the  date  of  the  table. 


17  9h — 780,141  dollars. 
1792, — 1,139,613  ditto. 
179$, — 1,928,052  ditto. 

1794,  — 2,001,226  ditto. 

1795,  — 2,961,204  ditto. 


And  for  the  two  firft 
quarters  of 


1 


1796,— 1,886,691  ditto. 


This  ftatement  will  not  give  a perfect  idea  of 
the  value  of  the  importations,  becàufe  the  duties 
vary  in  every  fpecies  of  merchandize  ; but  when 
we  find  in  the  report  of  the  fecretary  of  the  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  that  the  total  receipt 
of  the  duties  on  tonnage,  and  the  taxes  on  im- 
portation and  exportation,  for  the  year  1795, 
amounted  to  five  million  fix  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  ; 

and 
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and  fee  that  thofe  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
alone,  for  the  fame  year,  amounted  to  two  mil- 
lion nine  hundred  and  fixty-one  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  four  dollars,  an  idea  may  be  formed 
of  the  immerife  fhare  Philadelphia  has  in  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States. 

The  following  is  a ftatement  of  the  veil  els  that 
arrived  at,  and  failed  from  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia, for  the  lafr  year — 1 790. 


Arrived  at  Philadelphia. 

Sailed  from  Philadelphia/ 

Veffels  of  three  mafts 

199 

184 

Brio's 

O 

436 

484 

Shalops 

594 

033 

Sloops 

396 

382 

Total 

' 1Ô25 

1Ô83 

The  number  of  veffels  that  arrived  at  Phila- 
delphia in  1/Q5,  was  lefs  by  fifty  than  in  1796  ; 
but  the  number  that  failed  from  that  port  in 
3 7Q5,  was  more  by  fixty-fix.  This  difference 
was  owing  to  the  capture  of  American  veffels  by 
privateers  From  the  Weft  India  lilands. 

In  1788,  the  veffels  that  arrived  at  Philadelphia 
were  no  more  than  fix  hundred  and  fifty-three, 
of  which  only  ninety-three  were  veffels  of  three 
mails, 
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The  articles  of  importation  at  Philadelphia  are 
fpread,  not  only  through  Pennfylvania,  and  the 
ftates  which  furnifh  the  articles  of  its  exportation, 
but  alfo  through  Kentucky,  the  back  fettlements 
of  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  although  thefe 
countries  do  not  fend  any  of  their  produce  to 
Philadelphia,  I refer  my  reader  to  what  I have 
faid  on  this  fubjedl  in  the  account  of  my  journey 
through  the  Southern  States, 

Freights  at  Philadelphia  are  from  eighteen  to 
twenty- two  dollars  per  ton,  for  moil  of  the  arti- 
cles fent  to  Europe.  They  are  from  one  to  two 
dollars  higher  for  coffee,  fugar,  and  cotton. 
Freights  to  India  are  from  twenty- two  to  forty- 
four  dollars,  becaufe  the  cargo  is  chiefly  fpccie  ; 
from  India,  they  are  from  eighty-fix  to  eighty  - 
eight  dollars.  Freights  to  arid  from  the  Ifle  of 
France  are  forty  dollars.  Thefe  are  the  prices  of 
the  current  year  ; and  vary  as  freights  are  more 
or  lefs  plentiful.  At  prefent  they  are  from  two 
to  three  per  cent  higher  than  they  were  three 
years  fmee,  bceaufe  there  has  been  a decreafe  in. 
the  {hipping.  I fhall  conclude  what  I have  ta 
fay  relative  to  the  commerce  of  Philadelphia',  by 
the  following  table  of  the  rate  of  infurance  at 
that  port  for  the  years  3 79&?  and  1/Q7- 


Rate 
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Rate  of  Infur ance9  in  the  Port  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  Tears  1793* 
1 79t>,  and  1 797. 


ml 

s : I» 

• o O n 
7 *-<  =i 

To  the  fame  Pe- 
riod, 1796. 

To  the  fame  Pe- 
riod, in  1795. 

5 0 

J g- 

3 « ST 

O üf.  O) 
-n  ? fv 

>r  Er  <-» 

Ordinary  Rilk  of 
the  Sea-  in-  Time 
of  Peace. 

To  H imlaurg,  iire- 
men,  and  other 
neutral  Ports,  not 
being  in  the  Bal- 
tic, or  the  Met  i 
terranean  j alio  to 
Holland  . . . . 

7f 

4 to  5 

4$  to  6 

3ï 

3 

Englifh  Ports  in  the 
Channel  . . . . 

io  to  I2y 

4 to  5 

3f  fo  4| 

3 

af 

Ditto  weltern  Ports, 
on  the  Route  to 
the  N.  of  Ireland. 

fO 

4 to 

: 3 ! to  4 

3 

zi 

Ports  in  the  Sourh- 
Eaft  of  Ireland  . 

.. 

to  4 

1 

; il  to  4 

3 

a| 

Ditto  W.  and  N.  on] 
the  route  to  North 

7 y to  8 

4 to  4l 

! 

I 3 2 to  4 

3 

2* 

French  Ports  in  the 
Atlantic  . . . . 

6 to  7y 

3i  to  4§ 

I J 

! 5 to  6 

Si 

2-f  tO  3 f 

Ditto  in  the  Medi- 
terranean , . . . 

7 1 to  IO 

4 to  5 

6 to  7y 

4 

3 

Portuguefeand  Spa- 
niffi  Ports,  in  the 
Atlantic  . . . . 

7 y to  10 

3Î  to  5 

3i  to  5 

3 to  3 1 

2i  to  3 

Idles  of  France  and 
Bourbon  . . . . 

7y  to  10 

5 

5 to  6 

4 

3i  to  4 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

IO 

4 to  5 

4 

4 

3i 

Batavia 

7'2  to  IO 

5 

4f  to  5 

4 to  4! 

3f 

Canton,  in  China  . 

10 

5 

£ 

5 

4 to  4| 

Calcutta 

io  to  1 5 

5 

5 

5 

4 to  4i 

Jamaica 

1 1 5 to  20 

3-i  to  4f 

3i  to  4y 

3i 

3 

Oliver  Englilh  Ports 
in  the  Weft-India 
Ifles  ...... 

jo  to  i j 

3 to  4-J 

3 to  4 

3 

a-| 

French  Ports  in  the 
Welt  Indies  . . . 

4 tp  5 

5 to  6 

3 to  .4-2 

3 ? 

2!  to  3 

Neutral  Ports  in  the 
Wed  Indus  . . . 

5 to  6 

3 to  4| 

3 to  3-1 

to  3 

Havannah 

New  Orleans  . . „ 

6 

IO 

4 

4 to  4! 

3 to  4 
3 i to  4f 

’! 

3 

3 

2 to  2y 

Nova  Scotia  . . . . 

6 

4 

4 

af 

Ports  of  the  United 
States  j according 
to  their  diftance, 
and  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  paflage 

1-2-  to  *i 

if  to  a 

if  to  a 

if  to  2 

Ï to  Z 
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Thefe  rates  of  infurance  are  for  neutral  veffels, 
bound  from  Philadelphia,  and  configned  only  to 
one  port.  They  are  calculated  for  the  voyage  out 
merely,  and  are  generally  the  fame  for  the  voyage 
home  ; except  when  the  veffel  is  infured  at  the 
fame  time  both  going  and  returning,  when  fome 
abatement  is  made.  The  rate  is  higher,  of  courfe, 
when  the  veffel  has  to  touch  at  feveral  ports,  be» 
caufe  of  the  additional  rifk.  It  is  higher  alfo  in 
voyages  to  the  Baltic,  and  ports  of  the  north, 
during  winter  ; and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  in  voy- 
ages to  the  Weft  India  Blands,  from  the  firft  of 
Auguft  to  the  firft  of  November.  It  is  higher 
alfo  for  veffels  which  would  not,  on  a fcrutiny, 
by  their  papers,  and  the  nature  of  their  cargoes, 
prove  to  be  neutral. 

Towards  the  end  of  1793,  and  in  1794,  the 
rate  of  infurance  was  higher  than  in  1795  and 
1796,  becaufe  American  veffels  were  at  that  time 
captured  by  the  Englifn.  It  was  lowered  by  the  1 
fubfequent  treaty  with  England  ; and  has  again 
rifen,  fince  the  French  in  their  turn  captured 
American  veffels  ; and  particularly  in  voyages  to. 
the  Weft  Indies,  becaufe  captures  there  are  fre- 
quent, and  are  authorifed  by  the  governments 
of  the  feveral  iflands,  while  it  is  believed  that  the 
fevy  Ainerican  veffels  captured  by  the  French  in 
European  feas,  are  taken  without  the  authority 
of  the  French  Government. 

' , ' A The 
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The  rate  of  infu ranee  is  nearly  the  fame  in 
the  different  ports  ot  the  United  States* 

The  building  of  a veffel  at  Philadelphia  coils, 
according  to  its  tonnage,  from  eighteen  to  twenty- 
two  dollars  per  ton  at  the  time  ihe  is  launched. 
The  price  is  increafed  in  proportion  as  there  is 
more  holm-oak  or  cedar  put  into  the  Veffel.  The 
fails  and  rigging  of  a veffel  of  three  hundred  tons 
will  coil  about  forty  dollars  per  ton.  Thefe 
prices,  however,  have  rifen  thirty  per  cent  within 
the  laft  three  years.  It  is  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged, that  veffels  built  at  Philadelphia,  are  bet- 
ter than  thofe  of  any  other  port  of  the  United 
States.  They  are  more  found,  better  finifhed,  and 
the  ornaments  are  handfomer  ; and  they  will  laft, 
upon  an  average,  from  four  to  five  years  longer 
than  the  veffels  of  the  north.  Moil  of  the  large 
veffels  built  at  Philadelphia  have  their  principal 
timber  of  holm-oak. 

The  quality  of  flour,  pot-afh,  and  in  faeft  of 
all  articles  defigned  for  exportation,  is  here  more 
carefully  attended  to  than  at  any  other  port.  In 
a word,  although  Philadelphia  is  at  the  diftance 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  fea,  and 
the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  interrupted  for 
one  month  or  two  months,  and  fometimes  more, 
in  every  year,  it  may  be  reckoned  as  the  rnoft  con- 
fiderable  port  of  the  United  States,  It  contains 
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the  greateft  number  of  wealthy  merchants,  and 
affords  the  moft  ready  market  for  the  fale  of  pro- 
ductions. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  commerce  is  con- 
ducted by  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  what 
I have  to  fay  of  the  general  commerce  of  the 
United  States  wall  be  applicable  to  it,  and  perhaps 
in  a particular  manner,  becaufe  the  commerce  of 
Philadelphia  is  on  a larger  fcale,  fpeculations  are 
more  extenfive,  the  mode  of  living  more  extra- 
vagant, and  the  paffion  for  acquiring  fudden 
wealth  greater  there  than  in  any  other  of  the 
American  markets. 

BANKS  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

There  are  three  banks  at  Philadelphia  ; the 
firft  is  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which,  by 
its  confdtution,  is  obliged  to  follow  the  feat  of 
government.  I fhall  enter  into  fome  detail  on 
this  bank  when  I come  to  fpeak  generally  of  the 
United  States,  The  other  two  are — the  bank 
of  Pennfylvania,  and  that  of  North  America. 

The  bank  of  Pennfylvania  was  incorporated  in 
3 7Q3,  by  a law  of  the  ftate.  Its  capital  is  three 
millions  of  dollars,  divided  into  feven  thoufand 
five  hundred  fhares  of  four  hundred  dollars  each. 
The  fhares  were  bought  by  individuals,  or  com- 
panies, the  ftatè  not  referving  any  fhare,  or  the 

power 
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power  of  acquiring  any,  except  by  fubfcription  in 
the  manner  of  individuals.  This  bank  receives 
depofits  ; and  difcounts  at  one-half  per  cent  per 
month.  It  cannot  fell  any  thing  but  the  public 
funds,  or  effe&s  that  have  fallen  into  its  hands  for 
advances.  It  cannot  buy  any  thing  but  gold  or 
filver  in  bullion  ; or  the  fhares  of  its  own  cor- 
poration, which  it  muft  never  buy  below  par, 
nor  in  a greater  quantity  than  fifty  at  a time. 
It  cannot  lend  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  more  than  fifty  thoufand  dollars.  No 
greater  loan  can  be  made  but  in  confequence  of 
an  exprefs  law.  It  cannot  circulate,  either  by  its 
own  notes,  or  by  difcount,  or  other  wife,  more 
than  three  millions  of  dollars. 

The  law  incorporating  this  bank,  enjoins  all 
the  receipts  of  the  fiate  to  be  depofited  in  it.  Of 
twenty-five  dire&ors  that  form  its  adminjftration, 
fix  are  nominated  by  the  legiflature,  and  the  other 
nineteen  by  the  proprietors  of  its  flock.  Eleven 
go  out  annually  by  rotation.  A return  of  the 
general  fituation  of  the  bank  is  to  be  made  an- 
nually to  the  legiflature,  to  be  fubmitted  to  its 
examination  ; but  the  legiflature  cannot  demand 
an  infpection  of  the  accounts  of  individuals  ; and 
the  little  dependence  this  bank  has  on  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  fidelity  of  its  tranfaâions, 
fyave  placed  it  high  in  the  public  confidence.  Its 
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dividends  are  from  eight  to  nine  per  cent,  al- 
though a confiderahle  furplus-  is  prudently  accu- 
mulated. Shares  in  this  bank  bear  at  prefent  a 
premium  of  twenty-five  and  thirty  per  cent. 

The  bank  of  North  America  is  of  an  older 
date,  the  ad;  under  which  it  was  incorporated 
having  palled  in  1 787-  It  was  at  firft  eftablifhed 
in  1782,  but  was  diffolved  in  1784.  This  bank 
may  extend  its  capital  to  two  millions  of  dollars  ; 
and  has  the  privilège  of  making  laws,  by  a court 
of  its  own  proprietors  and  its  twelve  diredors,  for 
its  adminiftration.  But  it  is  bound  by  the  fame 
rules  in  its  fales  and  purchafes  as  the  bank  of 
Pennfylvania.  As  the  legiflature,  however,  has 
placed  no  other  reftridion  on  this  bank,  and  it 
is  frill  more  independent  of  the  government  than 
the  Bank  of  Pennfylvania,  its  charader  is  very 
great.  It  is  called  The  Quakers.  Bank,  becaufe 
the  greater  part  of  its  original  fubferibers  were 
Quakers  ; its  diredors  are  in  general  of  the  fame 
body  ; and  it  is  the  bank  at  which  thofe  people 
generally  keep  their  caili.  Its  dividends  are  from 
feven  to  eight  per  cent.  The  price  of  original 
fhares,  which  was  a hundred  dollars  for  each, 
bears  a premium  of  forty-five  per  cent  ; and  it  is 
very  feldom  that  a fhare  is  to  be  fold.  In  179B 
this  bank  lent  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  * 
dollars  to  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  fecu- 
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ritv  of  its  public  funds,  and  for  one  year  only  ; 
the  lum  was  punctually  repaid. 

THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA, — ITS  HOSPITALS, 
MARKETS,  &c. 

Philadelphia  is  not  only  the  fineft  city  of  the 
United  States,  but  may  indeed  be  deemed  one  of 
the  moft  beautitul  cities  in  the  world.  It  cer- 
tainly is  not  ornamented  with  noble  and  antique 
edifices,  like  many  of  the  cities  of  Europe  ; nor 
are  the  public  buildings,  with  the  exception  of 
the  ftate-houfe,  remarkable  either  for  the  beauty 
of  their  architecture  or  their  magnitude  ; but  the 
houfes  are  all  built  of  fine  brick,  and  have  a 
pleafing  appearance  of  fimplicity  and  neatnefs. 
Many  of  them  are  decorated  at  their  bafe,  and 
round  their  windows,  with  a white  marble  lightly 
veined,  wdiich  is  found  a few  miles  from  the  city, 
near  the  Schuylkill,  and  have  flights  of  fteps  of 
the  fame  marble.  The  ftreets  are  wide,  and  are 
generally  planted  with  trees,  and  have  very  com- 
modious pavements.  The  fountains  that  fupply 
the  city  with  wrater  are  in  great  numbers,  and  in- 
deed exceed  any  thing  of  that  nature  in  Europe. 
We  have  nothing  to  regret  here  but  the  want  of 
noble  fquares  ; nor  any  confiderable  nuifance  to 
complain  of  but  the  burial  places,  which  are  often 
in  the  moft  crowded  parts  of  the  city. 
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This  nuifance  is  indeed  a very  ferious  evil  ; and 
it  cannot  be  doubted,  is  the  caufe  of  much  fick- 
nefs  in  a city,  where  the  heat  of  the  furomer  is 
fo  great  for  three  months  as  at  Philadelphia.  It 
has  been  in  agitation  to  prohibit  burial  places  in 
the  city  ; but  the  matter  has  never  been  treated 
with  the  decifionthat  the  importance  ot  the  fub- 
ject  requires. 

The  narrownefs  of  the  quays  is  another  caufe 
of  the  unhealthinefs  of  this  city,  and  is  one  which 
it  will  be  more  difficult  to  remove  than  the  for- 
mer. This  defeat  cannot  be  remedied,  but  at  the 
expcncc  of  an  entire  ftrect  extending  along  the 
river  and  crowded  with  the  counting-houfes  and 
warehoufes  of  the  merchants.  This  ftrect  is  not 
to  be  found  in  the  plan  traced  by  Penn,  which  wras 
exadlly  followed  as  far  as  it  extended.  But  the 
city  is  increafed  on  the  borders  of  the  Delaware, 
both  to  the  right  and  left.  The  buildings  at  firll 
extended  beyond  the  ground  which  he  marked 
out  between  the  Delaware  and  the  Schuylkill  ; 
but  the  increafe  of  commerce  gave  a new  direc- 
tion to  buildings  of  late  years  ; fo  that  the  city* 
although  large,  dees  not  occupy  half  the  ground 
between  the  two  rivers,  and  it  is  not  probable 
that  it  will  extend  farther  towards  the  Schuylkill. 
The  prefent  population  of  Philadelphia  amounts 
to  feyenty  thoufand  inhabitants. 
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I lhall  endeavour  to  avoid  the  repeating  of  cir- 
cumllances  relative  to  this  city  that  are  known  to 
every  one.  Its  priions  are  the  only  public  efta- 
blilhments  which  are  fuperior  to  the  fame  kind 
in  France  and  England  ; its  hofpitals,  libraries, 
colleges,  literary  and  philofophical  focieties,  are 
inferior  to  thole  of  the  old  world,  and  indeed 
mult  Iona  continue  to  be  fo  ; but  if  we  confide* 
how  few  years  have  pafled  fince  this  city  was 
founded,  and  how  ltill  fhorter  the  fpace  of  time 
is  fince  Pennfylvania,  with  the  other  liâtes,  be- 
came free,  and  was  therefore  able  to  employ  all 
its  refources,  we  lliall  be  furprifed  at  the  degree 
of  improvement  we  find  in  Philadelphia  ; and  it 
ought  not  to  be  concealed,  that  the  difpofition  of 
the  inhabitants  tends  to  facilitate  the  progrefs  of 
the  arts  and  fciences;  which,  however,  with  every 
advantage,  demand  time  to  bring  them  to  per- 
fection. Neither  ought  it  to  be  overlooked,  that 
the  Quakers  are,  in  every  part  of  the  Hate,  the 
molt  Heady  and  zealous  promoters  of  every  plan 
for  the  public  happinefs.  Their  influence  at  Phi- 
ladelphia is  greater  than  in  other  parts,  becaufe  of 
their  numbers.  They  are  calculated  to  amount 
from  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  to  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  families  in  that  city. 

The  majority  of  the  governors  of  the  hofpital 
of  Pennfylvania  are  Quakers.  The  economy  of 
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this  hofpital  is  not,  however,  fo  perfeéi  as  wë 
fhould  expeét.  The  patients  are  too  much  min- 
gled together.  There  are  fix  of  the  phyficians  of 
Philadelphia  who  attend  the  hofpital  gratuitoufly* 
Two  of  thefe  attend  together,  and  make  but  two 
vifits  in  the  week.  They  take  this  office  by  turns, 
two  being  changed  every  two  months.  There  are 
two  pupils  refiding  in  the  houfe,  who  fee  the  pre* 
fcriptions  adminiftered  ; and  it  is  very  feldom  that 
any  of  the  fick  have  the  aid  of  the  phyficians, 
except  on  the  vifiting  days.  1 fpeak  of  poor  pa- 
tients, who  are  admitted  gratis  ; for  the  funds  of 
this  hofpital  are  fo  fmall,  that  many  of  the  pa- 
tients are  obliged  to  pay  the  phyfician,  and  thefe 
the  phyficians  vifit  when  fent  for. 

In  1775,  the  hofpital  received  feventy  patients 
gratis  ; but,  although  its  revenues  are  not  dimi- 
nifhed  fince  that  period,  the  increafe  of  the  price 
of  provifions,  and  of  the  wages  of  the  perfons  em- 
ployed in  the  hofpital,  is  fo  great,  that  at  prefent 
it  can  take  no  more  than  thirty  patients  gratis. 
The  reft,  to  the  number  of  fixty-one,  pay  to  be 
admitted  in  the  following  proportions  — from 
three  to  four  dollars  per  week  for  a place  in  the 
common  room  ; fix  dollars  for  a room  with  more 
than  one  bed  ; and  eight  dollars  for  a room  apart 
from  others  ; the  two  laft  claffes  moreover  pay 
the  phyfician. 
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Infane  perfôns  are  taken  into  this  hofpital. 
Thev  were  formerly  kept  in  apartments  under 
ground  ; but  at  prefent  they  are  in  a new  build- 
ing, which  is  fpacious  and  airy.  The  degree  of 
liberty  they  are  allowed,  and  the  cleanlincfs  of 
their  apartments,  daily  increafes  the  number  of 
thofe  who  leave  the  hofpital  cured.  The  econo- 
my of  this  part  of  the  hofpital  is  indeed  admir- 
able ; two  years  fmce  it  was  a fubjedt  of  difguft. 

Dr.  Rush,  one  of  the  phyficians  of  whom 
I made  inquiries  concerning  the  caufes  which 
brought  patients  of  this  kind  to  the  hofpital,  at- 
tributed one  half  to  the  e^ceffive  drinking  of 
fpiritous  liquors  ; a fourth  to  devotion  ; and  a 
fmaller  portion  to  love.  It  is  to  be  fuppofed  that 
thefe  obfcrvations  were  accurate,  as  they  were 
made  from  an  examination  of  « the  books  of  the 
hofpital.  That  part  which  concern^  the  exceffive 
drinking  of  fpiritous  liquors  is  confirmed  by  daily 
experience.'  It  is  a common  cafe,  for  a man, 
after  luch  an  excefs,  to  be  feveral  days,  fuccef- 
fively  in  a ftate  of  infanity  ; which  very  rarely 
happens  from  exceffive  drinking  of  wine.  The 
madnefs  occafioned  by  religion  is  moft  frequent 
amongft  fedts  wdiofe  dogmas  are  extravagant,  and 
who  affedt  their  difciples  more  with  terror  than 
WTth  hope.  The  derangement  proceeding  from 
love  is  more  frequent  with  the  women  than  the 
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men  ; and  the  patients  of  that  clafs  are  chiefly 
girls  betrayed  or  deferted  by  their  lovers.  The 
number  of  infane  patients,  the  laft  time  I vifited 
the  hofpital,  was  forty-five. 

Dr.  Rufh  is  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  phyfi- 
cians  in  Philadelphia.  He  is  reproached  with  an 
extreme  partiality  for  bleeding;  and  it  is  cer- 
tain that  he  is  by  no  means  fparing  of  the  prac- 
tice. He  is  alfo  accufed  of  being  wedded  to 
fyftem  ; but  this  reproach  is  more  likely  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  envy  common  in  Philadelphia, 
as  in  other  places,  than  any  other  caufe.  Dr. 
Rufh  has  certainly  more  practice  than  any  other 
phyfician  in  Philadelphia  ; he  is  a man  of 
talent,  and  one  of  the  befl:  informed  men  in 
America.  Both  his  writings  and  adlions  prove 
that  he  has  the  welfare  of  the  human  race  at 
heart.  Plis  zeal  and  courage  during  the  preva- 
lence of  the  yellow  fever,  were  not  to  be  fub- 
dued  by  danger  or  difficulty.  In  1792,  he  nearly 
fell  a victim  to  that  terrible  fcourge.  A work 
which  he  wrote  on  that  difeafe  met  with  many 
opponents,  efpecially  among  perfons  of  his  own 
profeffion.  Dr.  Rufh  pubiifhed  a letter  in  179Ô, 
recommending  the  fuppreffing  of  the  punifh- 
ment  of  death  ; and  the  happy  refait  of  the 
change  in  that  rêfpefl:  in  the  criminal  code  of 
Pennfylvania,  is  fuffiçient  proof  of  the  wifdom  of 
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his  Spéculation.  There  are  other  political  papers 
of  Dr.  Rufli,  abounding  with  beneficent  and  va- 
luable Sentiments. 

The  alms -houle  is  as  little  to  be  commended 
for  the  nature  of  its  management  as  the  hofpital. 
Its  economy  is  not  influenced  by  thofe  exten- 
five  views,  which  in  a great  Hate  ought  to  have 
a principal  fhare  in  the  aid  given  to  the  poor. 

The  principal  market  of  Philadelphia  excites 
the  attention  of  every  foreigner.  It  is  a long 
building,  conftruded  of  brick,  and  fupported  by 
pillars  of  brick.  The  alleys  are  paved.  It  Hands 
in  the  large  ftreet  which  feparates  the  north  and 
fouth  quarter  of  the  city.  Here  are  to  be  found 
all  forts  of  provifions  ; butcher-meat,  poultry,  ve- 
getables, &c. — flowers,  roots,  and  trees  are  alfo 
fold  in  this  market.  As  provifions  are  fold  no 
where  but  in  this,  and  three  or  four  markets  in 
other  parts  of  the  city,  this  market  is  greatly 
crowded  for  three  or  four  hours  in  the  morning  ; 
but  although  the  pafiages  fometimes  are  aim  oft: 
choked  up  with  people,  the  noife  is  very  inconfi- 
derable.  Every  one  makes  his  market  with  little 
or  no  difpute  ; provifions  are  fo  abundant,  and 
the  venders  fo  numerous,  that  the  purchafer  who 
is  difTatisfied  has  but  a ftep  or  two  to  make  to 
confult  his  caprice,  or  to  endeavour  to  make  a 
better  bargain.  The  prodigious  quantity  of  pro- 
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vifions  of  all  forts  in  this  market  begets  no  offen* 
five  fmell  ; the  tables  are.  fcraped  and  walked 
every  day,  and  the  paiTages  are  kept  thoroughly 
clean.  One  is  at  firft  aftonifhed  to  fee  fuch  per- 
fed  cleanlinefs,  where  there  are  fo  many  almofi: 
unavoidable  caufes  of  filth. 

A great  quantity  of  the  provisions  fold  at  Phi- 
ladelphia is  brought  fixty  miles  ; it  is  conveyed  in 
covered  waggons  that  arrive  in  the  night.  The 
horfes  are  unharneffed,  and  ftand  round  the  carts, 
with  hay  before  them,  which  the  farmer  always 
brings  with  him,  to  favo  expences  at  the  inns. 
Sometimes  there  are  more  than  a hundred  of 
thefe  waggons  {landing  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
ftreet  in  which  the  great  market  is  fituated. 
Sometimes  the  farmers  retail  their  provifions 
themfelves,  from  their  carts,  which  bring  veal, 
pork,  poultry,  game,  butter,  and  cheefe,  as  well 
as  articles  of  agriculture,  and  even  the  produds 
of  induftry. 

Jerfey  furnifhes  the  markets  of  Philadelphia 
with  many  articles,  particularly  hams,  poultry, 
butter,  and  vegetables.  It  is  a pleafing  objed,  to 
fee  the  perfed  order  that  prevails  in  the  markets  ; 
and  it  is  worthy  of  regard,  that  the  whole  pro- 
ceeds from  the  difpofition  of  the  people,  for  the 
public  police  never  has  occafion  to  interfere  in 
thefe  places.  I am  compelled  to  own,  however, 
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that  having  palled  three  winters  in  Philadelphia, 
I have  perceived  a gradual  change  taking  place 
in  this  refpeél,  and  alfo  in  the  tranquillity  that 
formerly  reigned  at  night  in  the  ftreets.  In  1 7Q4, 
it  was  uncommon  to  encounter  any  body  at 
night,  and  ftill  more  to  hear  any  noife  after  ele- 
ven o’clock.  The  noife  in  the  ftreets  continues 
now  till  a much  later  hour,  Philadelphia  is,  in 
deed,  departing  very  widely  from  fimplicity  of 
manners. 

This  city,  being  at  a great  diftance  from  the 
lea,  is  ill  provided  with  fi£h.  Rock  jijh , which  is 
a long  hih  with  very  white  flelh,  and  does  not 
refemble  any  fifh  of  Europe  that  I know,  is  the 
only  one  that  is  to  be.  found  throughout  the  year 
at  Philadelphia.  The  epicures,  however,  caufe  a 
variety  of  hlh  to  be  brought  from  New  York. 

The  rent  of  the  fhops  in  the  market-place  is 
one  of  the  revenues  of  the  city,  and  produces 
about  eight  thoufand  dollars.  The  other  re- 
venues of  the  city  are— a tax  upon  taverns,  a tax 
upon  quays,  and  a tax  on  property  of  the  fame 
kind  as  that  laid  in  the  counties. 

The  amount  of  thefe  taxes  varies  with  cir- 
cumftances  ; , the  princip?!  fource  of  their  in- 
creafe  is  the  coriftmâion  of  public  buildings. 
The  taxes  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  17QO, 
amounted  to  fixteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  dol- 
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lars  ; in  1/Q3,  to  twenty  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  thirty-two  dollars*  in  1/94,  to  twenty-nine 
thoufand  five  hundred  dollars;  in  1 795,  to  twenty- 
eight  thoufand  fix  hundred  dollars.  They  were 
Iefs  in  1796  and  in  1/97  ; but  I do  not  know  the 
exaél  amount  of  thefe  years. 

Some  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  im- 
menfe  increafe  of  wealth  in  Philadelphia  by  the 
rapid  increafe  of  the  computed  value  of  articles 
fubjeét  to  taxation.  In  1790,  it  amounted  to 
ninety-eight  million  fix  hundred  and  feventy- 
four  thoufand  and  fixty  dollars  ; and  in  1795,  to 
one  hundred  million  five  hundred  and  thirty 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars.  In 
1797>  it  exceeded  that  computation  by  more 
than  two  millions  of  dollars  ; — the  computation 
being  throughout  made  upon  the  fame  principles. 
The  quantity  of  articles  fubjedt  to  taxation  in- 
creafmg  rapidly  in  this  city,  as  it  alfo  does 
throughout  the  whole  Hate,  and  the  expences  of 
the  city  continually  decreafing,  becaufe  they  have 
been  heretofore  greatly  augmented  by  the  con- 
ftrudlion  of  public  edifices,  bridges,  &C;  the  im- 
polis, already  low,  mufl  neceflarily  decreafe. 

There  is  no  city  of  the  United  States  where 
articles  of  confumption  are  to  be  found  in  fuch 
great  abundance  as  at  Philadelphia,  even  to  almofl 
all  articles  of  luxury.  Many  ïhops  are  as  well 
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furnifhed  as  thofe  of  Paris  or  London.  The 
tradefmen  are  polite  and  obliging  ; and  not  at  all 
preffing  for  their  money,  when  they  are  affined 
of  the  folvency  of  their  cuftomers,  at  leaft  I have 
found  it  fa*  The  workmen  are  expert  ; but,  a^ 
they  can  earn  a great  deal,  they  do  not  labour 
with  the  fame  conftancy  as  workmen  in  Eu- 
rope, and  frequently  make  a purchafer  wait  long 
for  the  execution  of  an  order.  Every  thing 
in  America,  more  particularly  at  Philadelphia,  is 
much  dearer  than  in  Europe.  A workman,  hired 
by  the  day,  receives  a dollar  per  day,  belides  his 
board  ; the  wages  of  ordinary  domeftics,  who  are 
for  the  mold  part  negroes,  are  from  ten  to  twelve 
dollars  per  month,  befides  board  and  walking.  A 
female  fervant,  of  the  mofl  ordinary  kind,  has 
a dollar  per  week.  Board  is  from  eight  to  twelve 
dollars  per  week,  without  wine,  fire,  or  candles. 
The  rent  of  the  fmalleft  houfe,  in  a remote  part 
of  the  city,  is  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 
the  rent  of  large  houfes,  in  good  fituations,  is 
from  two  thoufand  five  hundred  to  three  thou- 
fand  dollars.  Beef  cofts  from  ten  to  thirteen 
pence  per  pound  ; and  a couple  of  fowls  often 
more  than  a dollar.  Other  things  are  in  the  fame 
proportion.  The  value  of  the  ground  in  Phila- 
delphia differs  according  to  its  fituation  ; it  is 
fold  by  the  feet  in  front,  according  to  its  depth. 
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A piece  of  ground  of  one  hundred  and  ;Efty  feet 
depth,  in  the  moil  frequented  part  of  the  city, 
brings  from  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  to 
two  hundred  and  fixty  per  foot.  At  the  end 
of  ftreets  not  compleated,  they  afk  only  from 
% twenty-four  to  thirty  dollars  per  foot  ; and  be- 
tween thefe  extreme  fituations  the  medium  price 
is  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

Of  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia, 
thofe  in  the  plain  are  fandy  and  fteril,  the  hills 
near  the  Schuylkill  are  fandy  and  full  of  flones, 
although  a little  fbronger.  But  the  badnefs  of 
the  lands  does  not  prevent  their  felling  for  a high 
price,  as  they  are  almoft  entirely  engrofled  for 
country  houfes  by  the  wealthy  inhabitants  of  the 
city.  Their  price  is  from  one  hundred  and.  fifty 
to  one  thouland  two  hundred  dollars  per  acre, 
including  the  buildings,  according  to  their  fitua- 
fcion  and  other  circumftances.  To  the  fouth  of 
the  city  the  land,  lying  between  the  Delaware 
and  the  Schuylkill,  having  been  formerly  covered 
with  water,  is  a fine  foil  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
five  feet  in  depth,  but  always  very  wet.  It  pro- 
duces a natural  grafs  of  the  beft  quality  in  great 
abundance,  being  enriched  by  the  mud  left  from 
the  overflowing  of  the  rivers;  and  might  be  greatly 
improved  by  being  drained,  but  this  is  not  done 

for 
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for  the  want  of  hands.  It  is  feldom  that  eftates 
are  to  be  fold  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadel- 
phia, the  proprietors  being  tempted  to  keep  them 
in  their  hands  by  their  confiant  encreafe  in  value; 
and  they  are  very  rarely  let  to  tenants  for  more 
than  a year  or  two  years.  The  grafs-lands  are 
generally  ufed  to  fatten  oxen  ; their  rent  is  from 
twenty-four  to  twenty-eight  dollars  per  acre. 
Lands  that  bear  Indian  corn,  grain,  and  potatoes, 
are  let  at  the  fame  price. 

MANNERS  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Philadelphia  is  univerfally  accufed  of  poflefT- 
ing  lefs  hofpitality  than  any  other  city  in  the 
United  States  ; and  it  may  be  allowed  to  deferve 
this  reproach.  The  excufe  of  the  inhabitants  is, 
the  great  concourfe  there  is  always  here  of  flran- 
gers,  who  would  too  greatly  occupy  the  time  of 
their  hofls  if  too  much  encouragement  were  given 
to  vifiis.  The  true  reafon  is,  the  inceffant  atten- 
tion that  is  paid  in  Philadelphia,  more  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world,  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  -wealth  ; which  paffion  is  not  diminifhed 
even  by  the  pofTeffion  of  the  great  eft  fortune.  ; 
To  mend  his  circumflances  is  the  predominant 
idea  of  every  man  in  this  country.  This  mer- 
cantile notion,  of  neepflity,  confines  wi thin  him- 
felf  the  man  whom  it  influences;  and  gives  him 
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no  time  nor  tafte  for  the  pleafures  of  fociety. 
What  is  juftly  called  fociety.  does  not  exiffc  in  this 
city.  The  vanity  of  wealth  is  common  enough. 
The  rich  man  loves  to  fhew  the  ftranger  his 
fplendid  furniture,  his  fine  Englifh  glafs,  and  ex- 
quifite  china.  But  when  the  ftranger  has  once 
viewed  the  parade  in  a ceremonious  dinner,  he 
is  difmiffed  for  fome  other  new-comer,  who  has 
not  yet  feen  the  magnificence  of  the  houfe  nor 
tailed  the  old  Madeira  that  has  been  twice  or 
thrice  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  And  then,  a new  face 
is  always  more  welcome  than  an  old  one  to  him 
who  has  little  to  fay  to  either. 

The  real  llate  of  fociety  at  Philadelphia  is  in- 
cluded in  invitations  to  great  dinners,  and  tea, 
to  all  who  arrive  from  Europe-^Englifh,  French, 
inhabitants  of  every  country,  men  of  every  clafs 
and  of  every  kind  of  character,  philofophers, 
priefls,  literati,  princes,  dentifls,  wits,  and  idiots. 
And  the  next  day  the  idolized  ftranger  is  not 
known  in  the  ftreet,  except  he  be  wealthy,  efpe- 
cially  in  money  ; when,  indeed,  the  politenefs 
of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  continues  to  exift 
as  long  as  the  ftranger  can  purchafe  eftates,  and 
even  beyond  that  term,  for  the  homage  paid  to 
wealth  is  a worfhip  in  which  all  fedts  unite. 

To  the  ordinary  defects  of  fociety  in  Philadel- 
phia, is  to  be  added  the  intemperance  of  politics. 

The 
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The  Englifh  influence  prevails  in  the  fir  ft  circles; 
and  prevails  with  great  intolerance. 

Perfons  of  wealth  here,  who  carefled  the  agents 
of  Robefpierre,  when  that  monfter  extirpated  all 
the  worth  his  power  could  reach,  are  the  avowed 
enemies  of  France,  now  that  her  government  in- 
clines to  mildnefs  and  humanity.  It  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  the  x\merican  commerce  has  fuffered 
greatly  from  F rench  privateers  ; and  we  cannot 
therefore  be  furprized,  either  at  the  ill  humour 
of  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  or  their  mode 
of  exprefling  it. 

Having  given  this  fketch  of  the  temper  of  the 
people  of  Philadelphia,  I am  compelled  to  fay, 
however  corredt  it  may  be,  that  many  families 
are  to  be  found  who  form  exceptions,  and  are 
neither  tainted  with  the  general  vices  of  this 
place,  nor  inflamed  with  the  prefent  fpirit  of 
party.  What  I have  faid  is  without  ill  will.  I 
have  no  perfonal  complaint  to  make.  But  I 
fpeak  without  referve  : for  why  fhould  I write, 
if  it  were  not  to  communicate  truth  ? 

Before  all  thofe  to  whom  I feel  myfelf  indebted 
for  their  kindnefs,  I have  to  place  the  family  of 
Chew.  Benjamin  Chew,  the  head  of  this 
refpedtable  family,  who  is  a man  in  years,  unites 
to  an  underftanding,  naturally  penetrating  and 
lively,  great  information,  an  amiable  temper,  a 
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noble  generofity,  and  the  fimpleft  of  manners. 
His  large  family  is  univerfally  efteemed  ; and  in 
no  quarter  of  the  world  is  there  any  one  more 
e film  able.  I was  received  by  him  as  a brother; 
and  my  heart  is  filled  with  fentiments  of  efteem, 
gratitude,  and  love  for  him,  that  will  go  with 
me  to  the  grave  ; and  I hope  he  will  pardon  my 
expreffion  of  thofe  fentiments  in  this  place. 

To  name  every  one  from  whom  I have  re- 
ceived offices  of  kindnefs  would  be  to  trefpafs 
too  much  on  my  reader  ; and  I muft  be  fatisfied 
with  indulging  myfelf  with  a remembrance  of 
their  friendfhip. 

Notwithftanding  the  defective  ftate  of  fociety 
in  Philadelphia,  this  city  is  perhaps  the  moffc 
agreeable  of  the  United  States  for  a foreigner. 
The  refidence  of  the  members  of  Congrefs  will 
enable  him  to  gather  information  on  the  different 
parts  of  this  interefting  country  ; and,  in  fadl,  to 
travel  through  its  different  ffates  with  great  ad- 
vantage to  his  enquiries.  Although  in  Philadel- 
phia, as  throughout  America,  no  one  is  fuffi- 
ciently  free  from  employment  to  give  himfelf 
wholly  to  letters  or  the  fciences,  this  city  con- 
tains, more  than  any  other,  perfons  who  cultivate 
them,  and  whofe  fociety  is  extremely  interefting 
when  thofe  fubjedls  are  difcufled.  There  is  a 
philofophical  fociety  here,  and  a large  and  valu- 
able 
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i.ble  library.  There  is  alfo  a mufeum  which 
has  . aa  almoft  complete  colleétion  of  the  mine- 
rals and  animals  of  North  America.  This  fine 
collection  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Petal e.  His 
intelligence,  and  indefatigable  induftry  for  twenty 
years  in  the  forming  this  colleélion,  have  fup- 
plied  the  want  of  means  that  a more  ample  for- 
tune  would  have  readily  furnifhed,  and  entitle 
him  to  aid  in  his  undertaking  from  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  profufion  and  luxury  of  Philadelphia,  on 
great  days,  at  the  tables  of  the  wealthy,  in  their 
equipages,  and  the  dr  elles  of  their  wives  and 
daughters,  are,  as  I have  obferved,  extreme.  I 
have  fpen  balls  on  the  Prefident’s  birth- day  where 
the  fplendor  of  the  rooms,  and  the  variety  and 
richnefs  of  the  dreiTes  did  not  buffer  in  compari- 
fori  with  Europe  ; and  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  beauty  of  the  American  ladies  has  the 
advantage  in  the  comparifon.  The  young  wo- 
men of  Philadelphia  are  accomplifhed  in  differ- 
ent degrees,  but  beauty  is  general  with  them. 
They  want  the  eafe  and  fafliion  of  French  wo- 
men ; but  the  brilliancy  of  their  complexion  is 
infinitely  fuperior.  Even  when  they  grow  old 
they  are  fall  handfome  ; and  it  would  be  no  ex- 
aggeration to  fay,  in  the  numerous  affemblies  of 
Philadelphia  it  is  impoffibie  to  meet  with  what  is 
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called  a plain  woman.  As  to  the  young  men, 
they  for  the  moil  part  feem  to  belong  to  another 
fpecies. 

Wealth  makes  all  the  diftindlion  of  claffes  in 
Philadelphia.  The  great  merchants,  and  the  law-' 
yers  who  are  at  the  head  of  their  profeffion,  hold 
the  firft  rank.  Different  claffes  very  rarely  mingle 
together.  The  Quakers  live  among  themfelves, 
and  in  a retired  manner.  But  gay  colours  pleafe- 
the  young  Quaker-ladies  ; and  are  indeed  great 
enemies  of  the  fedt.  The  toilette  is  the  fubjedl  of 
much  uneafmefs  to  the  old  people,  whether  prohi- 
bited or  tolerated  by  them.  But  whether  prohi- 
bited or  not,  the  young  and  handfome  Quaker- 
girls  will  facrifice  to  the  toilette,  and  call  them- 
felves j Half- quakers  ; and,  it  muft  be  confeffed, 
they  are  the  greatefl  favourites  wfith  our  fex. 
The  young  men  among  the  Quakers,  who  would 
make  themfelves  agreeable  to  the  female  defer  ten , 
powder  and  fhape  their  drefs  accordingly  ; and 
the  fed!  is  continually  lofmg  feme  of  thofe  that 
fliould  be  its  pillars  by  the  effedt  of  a ribband  or 
gowm. 

Profufion  is  not  confined  to  the  higher  ranks. 
It  fpreads  among  the  fervants  ; and  even  reaches 
the  negroes.  Both  one  and  the  other  give  their 
balls,  which  are  deftitute  of  the  charming  fim- 
plicity  of  the  fetes,  of  our  peafants.  Variety  of 
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refrefhments,  good  fuppers,  and  fine  dreffes,  dif- 
tinguifli  them.  A female  negro  fervant,  whole 
wages  are  one  dollar  per  week,  will,  at  thefe 
balls,  have  a drefs  that  cofts  fixty  dollars.  They 
never  go  but  in  coaches  to  thefe  balls,  which 
are  very  frequent.  On  Sundays  the  public-houfes 
in  the  environs  of  the  city  are  crouded  with  la- 
bourers and  little  fhopkeepcrs,  who  frequently 
come  in  a chair,  with  their  whole  family,  and 
will  expend  from  three  to  four  dollars  for  the 
day’s  entertainment.  It  is  not  to  hoard  that  the 
Americans  are  rapacious  ; their  improvidence  has 
ftill  all  the  charaéler  of  colonifts. 

There  is  a theatre  at  Philadelphia,  in  defpight 
of  the  many  and  vehement  petitions  prefented 
againfl  it  by  the  Quakers  and  diflenting  mini- 
fters.  It  is  generally  crouded  ; not  that  the  adtors 
are  good,  but  it  is  a place  where  people  can  af- 
femble  and  exhibit  themfelves.  There  are  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  ftage- coaches,  that  either 
go  from  or  arrive  at  Philadelphia  every  day. 
They  are  mean  and  incommodious  carriages  ; 
but  are  light,  and  travel  very  quickly.  The 
horfes  are  good  in  Pennfylvania  ; and  there  are 
fets  belonging  to  fome  of  the  ftage-coaches  that 
are  not  furpafied  by  any  in  Europe. 

The  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  like  thofe  of 
the  whole  State  of  Pennfylvania,  are  a mixture 
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of  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  The  Englifh  are 
in  the  greateft  number.  The  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania, beyond  the  Sufquehannah,  and  at  a 
greater  diftance  from  Philadelphia  than  the  reft, 
are  little  influenced  by_  the  political  opinions  of 
the  capital,  which,  as  I have  faid,  are  in  favor 
of  England. 

There  are  a great  many  newfpapers  publifhed 
in  Philadelphia  ; whence  they  are  fpread  through 
all  the  ftate. 

Twenty-eight  places  of  worfhip  hold  the  dif- 
ferent feéls  of  Philadelphia.  The  Quakers  have 
fix.  One  of  thefe  belongs  to  the  Free-quakers  ; a 
body  expelled  from  the  reft,  for  having  carried 
arms,  and  accepted  offices  under  the  government 
of  the  State,  or  that  of  the  Union,  during  the 
Struggle  for  Independence.  This  body  does  not 
differ  from  the  feft,  except  in  a relaxation  of 
ecclefiaftical  difcipline.  There  is  a place  of  wor- 
ship called  the  African  Church,  fet  apart  for  the 
negroes  ; who  go,  notwithstanding,  to  the  other 
churches  at  their  pleafure.  The  clergyman  of 
the  African  church  is  himfelf  a negroe.  He  is- 
joined  to  the  clergy  on  all  occaflons  where  they 
affemble  in  a body. 

The  Quakers  have  eftablifhed  here  two  charity 
fchools  for  the  negroes,  where  they  are  taught  to 
read,  write,  and  call  accounts.  But  among  the 
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wile  and  beneficent  laws  of  the  State  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  one  fees  with  pain  that  no  provifion  is  yet 
made  for  the  ereéting  of  fchools  for  the  educa- 
tion of  children  at  the  public  expence,  like  thofe 
of  New  England.  The  legiflature,  indeed,  is  en- 
gaged on  a plan  of  this  nature.  The  Quakers, 
it  is  faid,  oppofe  thefe  foundations,  becaufe  they 
have  fchools  of  their  own,  being  unwilling  to 
mingle  their  children  with  the  children  of  other 
perfualions  ; and  becaufe  they  would  either  be 
compelled  to  abandon  this  policy  or  maintain 
their  own  fchools  at  an  exclufive  expence,  while 
they  would  pay  a general  tax  to  thofe  of  the 
public.  I cannot  fuppofè  this  oppofition  to  be 
real  ; or,  if  fo,  that  it  can  continue  long.  The 
ftate  that  feels  the  importance  of  public  fchools 
will,  in  the  end,  gain  the  viélory  ; and,  no  doubt, 
the  Quakers  themfelves  will  not  be  backward  in 
acknowledging  the  injuftice  and  mifchievous  ef- 
fects of  their  pretenfions. 

I cannot  conclude  what  I have  to  fay  of  Phi- 
ladelphia without  obferving,  that  here,  and  al- 
moft  in  every  other  part  of  America  through 
which  I have  pafled,  I have  frequently  heard  the 
name  of  M. -de  la  Rochefoucault  pronoun- 
ced, with  a profound  veneration  for  his  memory^ 
and  fincere  forrow  for  his  fate.  Although.  ^ 
never  vifited  the  United  States,  he  was  known 
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as  a Frenchman  who  fhewed  the  dronged  at- 
tachment to  their  independence.  They  named 
him  their  friend  ; and  my  connection  with  him 
by  blood  procured  me  in  more  than  one  family 
the  kinded  and  moft  didinguifhed  reception. 

Having  no  other  paffion  than  that  of  doing 
good,  and  pofleffing  at  once  the  private  virtues, 
as  well  as  thofe  that  fit  us  to  ferve  the . public, 
he  had  a modefty,  approaching  to  a diffidence  of 
himfelf,  that  increafed  the  ludre  of  all  his  great 
qualities.  His  mind  was  noble,  and  independent; 
and  he  worihipped  liberty  long  before  her  name 
was  openly  pronounced  in  France.  Without 
mixture  in  his  views,  as  without  dain  in  his  con- 
duit, he  is  perhaps  the  only  example  of  an  emi- 
nent man  in  the  French  Revolution  whole  cha- 
racter calumny  did  not  impeach.  Yet  was  this 
man  murdered  ! — murdered  in  the  prefence  of 
the  tendered  of  mothers,  and  the  mod  amiable 
of  wives;  by  wretches  calling  themfelves  patriots, 
hired  by  menders  more  detedable  than  thofe, 
and  who  alfo  called  themfelves  patriots  ! France 
fliuddered  at  this  crime,  when  it  was  commit- 
ted; and,  even  in  thofe  fatal  times,  when  terror 
compelled  men  to  belie  their  confidences,  no  one 
was  found  to  fay,  that  his  death  was  not  a pub- 
lic misfortune.  I have  no  doubt,  when  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  French  nation  fhall  be  at 
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liberty  to  decree  the  homage  of  public  regret  to 
the  memory  of  juft  citizens  that  intrigue  and 
cruelty  fnatched  from  their  country,  the  name 
of  M.  de  la  Rochefoucault  will  be  among  the 
firft  that  will  be  heard.  Sudi  a decree  will  do 
honour  to  the  French  nation  j and  I lhall  be  par-r 
doned,  I hope,  for  pouring  forth  my  foul  on  this 
fubjeCl.  To  be  proud  of  my  near  connection, 
by  blood,  and  by  the  ties  of  an  intimate  friend- 
fhip,  with  one  of  the  molt  virtuous  men  of  the 
age,  will  not  give  offence  to  thofe  who  know 
what  it  is  to  love  virtue.  - - 
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JOURNEY 

TO 

BETHLEHEM,  AND  IN  THE  JERSEYS, 

IN  JUNE  1797, 


THE  ROAD  TO  GERMANTOWN, 

I Once  more  quitted  Philadelphia  with  plea- 
fure,  the  oppreffive  and  burning  heat  ren- 
dering that  city  difagreeable  at  this  feafon  ; and 
as  the  fittings  of  Congrefs,  which  had  induced 
me  to  remain  there  till  now,  prefented  nothing 
to  fatisfy  curiolity,  l proceeded  towards  Beth^ 
lehem. 

On  leaving  the  city,  I went  a little  out  of  the 
way  to  take  leave  of  my  friend  Mr.  Nicklen, 
a good  and  worthy  Englilhman,  from  whom  I 
had,  during  my  ftay  in  America,  received  many 
teftimonies  of  attention,  and  who  had  married 
one  of  the  daughters  of  the  relpeftable  family  of 
Chew,  He  occupies,  during  the  fummer,  one 
of  the  handfomeft  country-feats  in  the  environs 
of  Philadelphia,  built  on  one  of  the  hills  of  Schuyl- 
kill, This  villa*  which  is  called  Hill,  enjoys  one 

of 
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of  the  moft  delightfuLprofpeéls  in  the  world* 
Mr.  Nicklin  purchafed  this  houfe,  and  nineteen 
acres  of  ground  attached  to  it,  at  the  price  of 
twenty- two  thoufand  dollars,  which  price  may 
give  an  idea  of  the  value  of  fuch  feats  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia. 

The  road  to  Germantown  is  upon  the  afcent, 
the  fummit  of  the  hill  on  which  that  little  town 
is  built  being  two  hundred  feet  higher  than  the 
bed  of  the  Delaware,  although  the  diftance  is 
only  feven  miles.  The  lands,  though  not  of  the 
firft  quality,  are  fufficiently  productive  ; the  vici- 
nity to  Philadelphia  making  it  eafy  to  get  manure, 
while  the  high  price  of  provifions  in  that  city  en- 
courages the  farmer  to  lay  out  fuch  expences  as 
may  infure  the  belt:  and  moft  abundant  returns. 

All  the  way  to  Germantown  the  houfes  are 
very  clofe  together,  the  properties  being  fo  valu- 
able as  to  prevent  them  from  being  very  exten- 
five  : there  are  few  of  the  farms  which  exceed 
two  hundred  acres.  Stone  abounds  in  this  dif- 
trift,  and  is  found  at  a very  fmall  depth  ; it  is 
uniformly  micacious  free  ftone.  Of  this  afl  the 
houfes  are  built.  Thefe  buildings  would  not  be 
reckoned  handfome  in  Europe.  They  are  good 
imall  houfes,  without  elegance  and  without  orna- 
ment ; but  in  point  of  fize,  as  well  as  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  apartments,  they  afford  their  pro- 
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prietOrs  every  thing  that  comes  under  the  deno-> 
tïûhation  of  convenience  and  comfort.  Moft  of 
them  are  country  houfes  for  the  relaxation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia, 

GERMANTOWN. 

Germantown  is  a long  village,  near  two  miles 
and  an  half  in  extent.  The  houfes,  to.  the  num- 
ber of  about  three  hundred,  are  all  built  on  the 
fide  of  the  highway,  and  are  eredted  pretty  clofe 
to  each  other.  The  lands  in  all  this  diftrid  coft 
from  an  hundred  and  fixty  to  two  hundred  dol- 
lars the  acre  in  whole  farms  ; fômç  particular 
acres,  fituated  on  the  road  fide,  fell  for  from  four 
to  five  hundred  dollars,  I was  even  told  that  it 
is  not  eafy  to  procure  it  at  that  price  ; and  I was 
fhewn  a field  of  a dozen  of  acres,  the  proprietor 
of  which  eflimates  it  at  eight  hundred  dollars  the 
acre.  The  culture  of  this  part  of  the  country  is 
better  attended  to,  than  in  thofe  parts  which  are 
at  a diftance  from  large  towns  ; but  it  is  far  from 
being  in  that  ftate  of  cultivation  which  it  would 
be  in  Europe,  near  fo  good  a market  as  that  of 
Philadelphia.  They  raife  a good  deal  of  wheat, 
and  fçill  more  Indian-corn,  but  very  little  rye  or 
Oats,  All  the  produce  which  is  not  confumed  in 
the  farmer’s  family,  is  carried  to  the  market  at 
Philadelphia,  in  conference  of  which  proyifions 

‘ . are. 
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are  as  dear  at  Germantown  as  in  the  city,  to 
thofe  who  are  obliged  to  purchafe  them.  • Nay, 
they  are  often  even  dearer;  as  the  farmers  who 
go  to  Philadelphia,  where  they  are  fure  of  get-» 
ting  quit  of  all  their  commodities,  frequently  re- 
fufe  to  fell  any  part  of  them  on  the  road.  Beef, 
for  example,  which  is  feldom  higher  at  Phila- 
delphia than  eleven  pence,  cofts  fifteen  pence  at 
Germantown.  All  this  country,  and  for  a con- 
fiderable  way  farther,  is  inhabited  principally  by 
Germans,  and  defendants  of  Germans.  The 
inhabitants  are  by  no  means  intelligent,  and  they 
are  particularly  averfe  to  leave  their  old  cuftoms 
for  a new  method  which  might  be  better  ; but 
they  are  iaduftrious,  and  their  affiduity  to  labour 
counteracts,  in  fome  meafure,  their  repugnance 
to  all  improvement. 

They  manufacture  in  their  families  at  Ger- 
mantown a great  quantity  of  wollen,  cotton,  and 
thread  ftockings,  which  the  farmers  carry  to  mar- 
ket at  Philadelphia  with  their  pro vifions,  and 
which  are  reckoned  very  durable.  There  are  alfc 
fome  tan-works  at  Germantown.  We  find  here 
a Lutheran  and  a Prefbyterian  church,  befides  a 
third  for  the  Quakers  ; an  academy,  and  two 
Other  fchools  of  confiderable  repute. 

I flopped  at  the  houfe  of  my  excellent  and  re- 
fpeCied  fnend  Mr.  Chew.  This*  houfe  is  cele- 
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brated  as  an  important  fcene  of  adlion  in  the 
battle  of  Germantown  in  1777.  Two  hundred 
Englifh  of  the  advance-guard  of  the  army,  re- 
pulfed  by  the  Americans,  were  inclofed  in  this 
place;  and  refilled  the  efforts  of  General  Wafh- 
ington,  who  endeavoured  to  get  the  better  of 
them  with  the  àfïiftence  of  his  artillery,  and  who, 
after  the  lofs  of  four  or  five  hundred  men  killed 
or  wounded,  was  obliged  to  retreat,  not  being 
able  to  follow  up  the  advantage  which  his  right 
had  obtained,  in  penetrating  to  the  middle  of 
this  village.  General  Wafhington  was  blamed 
at  the  time  for  perfifting  fo  much  in  carrying  this 
hoüfe,  which  did  not  contain  fuch  a number  of 
Englifh  as  could  at  all  have  difconcerted  him  had 
he  left  it  behind,  and  which  would  have  fallen 
into  his  hands  without  a blow,  had  he  joined  the 
troops  with  which  he  made  this  unfuccefsful 
attack  to  thofe  who  were  before  him,  and  fuc- 
çeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  village.. 
This  houfe,  entirely  built  of  the  country  ftone, 
bears  on  its  walls  marks  of  the  American  can- 
non balls  and  mufket  bullets,  a great  numbe'r  of 
which  had  penetrated  into  the  chambers  by  the 
windows.  Thefe  bullets  and  balls  are  ftill  flick- 
ing in  the  partitions,  the  holes  which  contain 
them  being  only  covered  wdth  pi  after.  Mr.  Chew 
was  as  at  that  time  proprietor  of  this  houfe, 

which 
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which  was  built  by  him.  He  fold  it  in  177g, 
with  fatty  acres  of  land  belonging  to  it,  for  about 
nine  thoufand  dollars,  and  laft  fpring  he  repur- 
chafed  it,  at  the  price  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
dollars,  without  any  improvement  having  been 
made  on  it.  Labourers  receive,  in  the  environs 
of  Germantown,  a dollar  a day  of  wages,  during 
hay-making  and  harveft.  The  women  employe^ 
to  turn  the  hay  are  paid  half  a dollar  a daiar 
befides  their  diet,  which  is  equal  to  halfcolate, 
more.  This  diet  conflits  of  coffee  and  vege- 
with  ham  to  breakfaft  ; frelbur  fupper,  and  a 
tables  to  dinner  ; tea  and  h This  is  the  man- 
pint  of  rum  during  th#e  fed  in  America  ; and 
ner  in  which  laboi^en{iye  to  thofe  who  employ 
if  this  diet  apg^ence  prevent  them  from  being 
them,  if  tlfcy  a great  number,  it  is  gratifying  to 
able  t?  well  a clafs  of  men,  reckoned  the  loweft 
lCÊurope,  is  treated  in  this  country,  the  onl} 
one  where  a man,  whatever  be  his  profeflion,  is 
treated  with  refpedt;  where  all  ranks  are  confi- 
dered  as  men..  We  may  be  told,  that  were  our 
European  labourers  fed  with  coffee  and  freih 
meat,  thcv  would  not  work  better,  or  be  better 
content,  "it  is,  in  the  firft  place,  not  true,  that 
they  would  not  work  better  and  be  more  happy, 
if  they  were  better  fed  ; and  it  is  ftill  more  cer- 
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tain,  that  were  they  treated  with  more  refpe&, 
and  more  attention,  they  would  confider  them- 
felves  lefs  debafed,  they  would  become  better, 
they  would  feel  with  pride  that  they  were  a more 
noble  branch  of  fociety,  and  confequently  would 
be  more  interefted  in  its  prefervation.  Let  us 
hope  that  the  French  revolution  may,  in  this  re- 
operate  a happy  change  in  the  lot  of  the 
woulu  clafs  of  mankind.  Without  this,  liberty 
text  for  üîly  a word  without  meaning,  a pre- 
A cord  of  v 

hickory  from  eigffpod  cofts  fix,  and  a cord  of 
town.  Thus  the  ]£en  dollars,  at  German- 
which  in  the  more  dift£<>vered  with  wood, 
lefs  value  than  other  grounds/rts  are  muck 
valuable.  The  wood  from  henciere  tlie  mo^ 
Philadelphia  principally  in  the  winte?arried  to 

river  not  being  navigable,  it  could  not  bl the 
veyed  by  it.  n- 

ROAD  TO  CLEMENT’S  TAVERN SPRINGHOUSE. 

Germantown  is  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
which  the  Bethlehem  road  does  not  get  out  of 
till  five  or  fix  miles  farther  on,  at  Chefnut-hilJ, 
a pretty  village,  where  there  are  eftablilhed  a 
number  of  butchers,  who  carry  to  the  market  at 
Philadelphia  the  beef  which  they  kill,  and  alfo 

fupply 
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fupply  the  neighbourhood.  A little  beyond  Chef- 
nut-hill  we  enter  Montgomery  county.  The 
road,  all  the  way  to  Clement’s  Tavern,  is  a fuc- 
ceffion  of  little  hills  and  valleys,  more  or  lefs  ex- 
tenfive,  all  in  a good  ftate  of  cultivation.  The 
lands  at  Springhoufe  are  worth  from  forty  to 
forty-five  dollars  the  acre  ; the  labourers  receive 
here  one  or  two  fhillings  lefs  than  at  German- 
town. The  country  abounds  in  oak  ; and  the 
great  confumption  of  wood  in  lime-kilns  keeps 
always  up  the  price  of  a cord  of  oak  to  three 
dollars,  and  of  hickory  to  five,  although  the  lands 
under  culture  are  here  lefs  in  proportion  to  the 
wood-lands  than  near  Philadelphia.  Springhoufe 
* is  diftant  from  thence  eighteen  miles. 

Stone  becoming  lefs  abundant,  and  every  where 
deeper  in  the  earth,  after  leaving  Springhoufe, 
houfes  of  itone  are  lefs  numerous,  and  thofe  of 
wood  confequently  more  common.  The  coun- 
try to  Clement’s  Tavern  continues  to  be  of  the 
fame  defcription.  This  tavern,  feven  miles  from 
Springhoufe,  is  fituated  exactly  on  the  bounda- 
ries of  Montgomery  and  Buck’s  counties.  The 
Tands  here  fell  for  from  thirty-two  to  fixty  dollars 

y 

.^e.  Labourers’  wrages  are  the  lame  as  at 
Springhouiv.  jrarm  horfes  coil  from  a hundred 
to  a hundred  and  twenty  dollars  ; cattle  eighty 
dollars  the  pair;  covys  thirty  dollars.  As  there 
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is  no  oak  in  this  neighbourhood,  although  the 
woods  are  ftill  more  numerous  than  at  Spring- 
houfe,  the  cord  of  hickory  cofts  here  only  four 
dollars.  The  country  is  all  along  peopled  in  a 
great  meafure  with  German  and  Dutch  families. 
Clements  is  of  Dutch  defcent.  His  grandfa- 
ther, who  was  a rich  merchant,  engaged  in  the 
Eaft  India  trade,  came  to  America  in  1707* 
The  lofs  of  feveral  veflels  having  ruined  his  for- 
tune, he  collected  the  wreck  of  it  to  carry  to 
Pennfyl  vania.  His  grandfon,  the  tavern-keeper, 
is  one  of  the  belt  men  I have  met  with.  He 
fhews,  with  a kind  of  fatisfadlion,  an  old  andiron, 
which  his  grandfather  brought  from  Holland, 
and  which,  a hundred  years  before  that  time* 
had  made  part  of  the  furniture  of  his  father’s 
houfe.  Clements  fees  in  this  old  piece  of  furni 
ture,  which  is  difplayed  in  his  kitchen,  a family 
monument,  which  makes  him  trace  two  hundred 
years  of  his  genealogy,  and  in  dilating  upon  that 
he  exhibits  a confiderable  fire,  quite  the  reverfe 
of  his  amiable  fimplicity. 

QUAKERSTOWN,  AND  THE  ROAD  TO  BETHLEHEM. 

The  country  becomes  more  mountainou°  we 
proceed  on  from  Clement’s  houfe*  tne  va^e)s 
confequently  are  extcnfive,  and  we  find  no  longer 

granite  but  free-ftone,  -at  Jeaft  in  the  courfe  of 

twenty 
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twenty  miles.  The  country  is  moftly  covered 
with  wood,  although  in  feveral  places  the  houfes 
are  pretty  clofe,  and  the  lands  well  cultivated. 

Quakerftown  is  a fmall  village,  the  chief  place 
of  a fettlement  of  Quakers  fpread  through  the 
townlhios  of  Upper  and  Lower  Milford.  Thefb 
townlhips  were  given  to  the  Quakers  about  eighty 
years  ago  by  William  Penn.  All  the  inhabitants, 
however,  are  not  Quakers  ; feveral  of  the  fami- 
lies w hich  wrere  firft  fettled  having  quitted  it, 
and  been  fucceeded  by  others.  The  number  ôf 
thefe  at  prefent  is  about  three  hundred  ; and  a 
number  of  other  families  alfo  people  the  two 
townfhips,  which  are  inhabited  and  well  culti- 
vated. 

If  one  may  judge  by  the  converfation  of  the 
Quaker  wrho  keeps  the  tavern  where  I flopped, 
the  religion  of  that  fed  is  the  article  which  leaft 
occupies  the  Quakers  eftablifhed  in  this  town- 
fhip.  Their  farm  is  the  confiant  objed  of  their 
thought. 

They  are  fkid  to  be  very  good  farther!?.  They 
lay  out  the  greatefl  part  of  their  grounds  in  mea- 
dow, and  they  carry  their  butter^  .cheefe,  calves, 
poultry,  and  the  articles  manufactured  in  their 
families,  fuch  as  {lockings,  linen,  &c.  to  Phila- 
delphia, near  forty  miles  diftant.  The  frequency 
©f  their  journies  to  Philadelphia  is  regulated  by 

the 
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the  extent  of  their  farms,  and  the  confequênfc 
quantity  of  their  provifioris. 

Some  of  them  go  only  once  a fortnight,  others 
every  ten  days;  others,  again,  once  a week  ; and 
there  is  one  individual  who  goes  every  market- 
day,  that  is  twice  a week.  The  quantity  of  pro- 
vifions  they  carry  alfo  determines  the  manner  of 
carriage,  namely,  whether  on  horfeback,  in  a cart 
with  two  horfes,  or  in  a waggon  with  four  horfes. 
They  fet  out  on  the  evening,  to  reach  Philadel- 
phia by  break  of  day,  and  return  when  they  have 
fold  all  their  goods  ; which  they  never  fail  to  do, 
even  if  they  are  obliged  to  lower  their  price  as 
the  day  advances.  Their  horfes  ftand  unyoked 
near  the  carts  all  the  market  time,  the  oats  with 
which  they  feed  them  being  brought  from  the 
farm  with  the  provifions.  This  is  the  practice 
of  all  the  farmers  from  Germantown  to  Quakerf- 
town,  and  confiderably  farther.  They  reckon 
that  one  cow  yields  five  pounds  of  butter  a week, 
that  is  to  fay,  to  carry  to  market  ; for  they  only 
fell  what  is  over  the  confumption  of  their  own 
families,  and  none  of  them  deny  themfelves  either' 
butter,  milk,  cream,  or  fowls.  I met  on  the 
road  fome  girls  of  eighteen  on  horfeback,  .tra- 
velling to  Philadelphia,  and  carrying  forty  pounds 
weight  of  butter,  with  fome  cheefe  and  poultry. 
Some  of  them  travel  alone  .;  and  their  youth  and 

beauty, 
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beauty,  for  the  greater  part  of  them  are  very 
pretty,  gives  them  no  difturbance  in  a journey  fo 
long,  fo  often  repeated,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
which  is  made  in  the  night  time  : no  perfon 
thinks  of  injuring  them.  This  particular  of  Ame- 
rican morals  is  truly  admirable. 

The  lands  about  Quakerftown  are  worth  from 
thirty-two  to  fixty  dollars;  the  wages  of  the 
labourers  the  fame  as  at  Clement’s  Tavern.  The 
culture  of  grain  is  here  the  fame  as  clfe where 
in  America,  a good  deal  of  maize,  corn,  and 
rye  ; but  the  lands  are  either  not  at  all  or  very 
badly  manured  : the  dung  is  laid  upon  the  grafs 
grounds.  From  Quakerftown  to  Bethlehem  the 
country  is  {till  more  mountainous;  we  meet  how- 
ever frequently  with  extremely  fertile  valleys. 
Moft  of  the  houfes  are  built  of  {lone  ; a good 
many  of  them,  however,  are,  çonftruéled  offquare 
beams  of  wood,  and  the  inttrftices  filled  up  with 
{lone.  The  barns  arç  large,  and  moflly  of  wood; 

All  this  country,  from  Philadelphia  to  within 
a mile  of  Wilkfbarre,  formed  part  of  the  firft 
purchafe  made  from  the  Indians  by  William 
Penn,  and  has  been  long  cultivated  and  inhabited. 
We  fee  here  few  of  thofe  trunks  of  trees  which 
remain  often  under  foot  fo  long  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  operation  of  grubbing,  and 

the 
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the  country  is  almoft  throughout  as  much  clear- 
ed of  wood  as  the  generality  of  Europe. 

The  mountains  known  under  the  name  of  the 
Lehigh  Mountains , are,  properly  fpeaking,  the  Srft 
chain  which  we  meet  from  Philadelphia,  the  pre- 
ceding ones  being  rather  detached  hills  than 
mountains.  This  chain,  which  crofles  the  Suf- 
quehannah  near  Harrifburg,  lofes  its  name  at  the 
Delaware  near  Eafton,  and  continues  through 
Jerfey  under  another  name.  On  the  other  fide 
of  that  mountain  ftands  Bethlehem,  built  on  the 
conflux  of  the  river  Lehigh,  which  falls  into  the 
Delaware  near  Eafton,  and  of  the  creek  Mano- 
kify,  which  falls  immediately  at  Bethlehem  into 
the  river  Lehigh. 

BETHLEHEM.— DETAILS  RESPECTING  THE  MORA- 
VIANS. 

Bethlehem  is  inhabited  by  the  Moravian  bre- 
thren. It  is  the  firft  and  mofl:  confiderable  of 
their  fettlements  in  America,  and  has  thence  ac- 
quired much  celebrity.  I have  read  in  books  of 
travels  fo  many  different  recitals  refpeéting  th%e 
internal  government  of  their  fociety,  their  com- 
munity of  goods,  their  children  being  even  taken 
away  from  the  authority  and  fuperintendance  of 
their  parents,  as  belonging  to  the  fociety  at  large, 

and 
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and  refpefting  federal  other  points  of  their  govern- 
ment, that  I was  defirous  to  judge  myfelf  of  the 
truth  of  thefe  aflertions;  and  I have  found  at 
Bethlehem  frefh  rcafon  not  to  credit,  without 
proof,  the  recitals  of  travellers.  This  indifputable 
truth  is,  however,  rather  delicate,  to  be  avowed 
by  one  who  is  writing  travels. 

I lhali  not  go  back  to  the  origin  of  the  Mora- 
vians, which  their  hillorians  fix  at  the  year  1424; 
to  their  perfecution  in  Europe  ; to  the  almoft  total 
diflblution  of  their  lociety  at  the  commencement 
of  the  feventeenth  century  ; nor  to  their  reunion 
in  1722,  under  the  aufpices  of  Count  Zinzen- 
dorff.  I fhall  fay  nothing  of  their  doctrines; 
all  thefe  fads  are  unconnected  with  their  tempo- 
ral government  at  Bethlehem,  which  is  the  only 
point  I wiflied  to  know,  and  which  I think  is  at 
this  time  interefting. 

In  1740,  the  Count  Zinzendorff  purchafed 
from  Mr.  Allan,  who  held  it  of  Wiliam  Penn, 
the  diftriCt  now  called  Bethlehem,  with  the  view 
of  there  forming  an  eftablifhment  for  the  fociety 
of  the  Moravians.  Although  fome  trees  were 
cut  down  in  1741,  it  was  not  till  1742  that  the 
fettlement  was  begun.  One  hundred  and  forty 
Moravian  brethren  and  fillers  arrived  from  Ger- 
many, and  fettled  there.  Thefe  families  were 
poor,  had  no  other  dependence  than  their  labour, 
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and  every  thing  was  to  be  done  to  form  a fettle* 
ment  in  this  défert.  They  lived  then  in  one  • 
general  com  munity,  contrary  to  the  rules  and 
ufageof  their  fociety,  but  only  from  the  neceflity 
of  circtimftances,  which  would  have  rendered  the 
general  progrefs  of  their  fociety  more  flow,  and 
the  fituation  of  the  individual  families  more  in* 
convenient,  if  their  labours  and  productions  had 
been  divided.  This  deviation  from  the  eonftitu- 
tion  of  the  Unity  (for  thus  they  call  their  whole 
fociety)  was  prefcribed  by  the  fynod,  which  makes 
and  alters  the  laws  of  all  the  Moravian  people. 
Thus,  under  the  order  of  the  chiefs  of  the  con- 
gregation eftablifhed  at  Bethlehem,  they  cleared 
the  woods,  made  roads,  and  cultivated  the  lands; 
the  women  fpan,  wove,  made  their  cloaths,  and 
prepared  their  victuals.  One  Angle  will  animated 
the  whole,  and  the  produCt  of  each  individual’s 
labour  ferved  indifcriminately  to  the  fupport  of 
the  whole  brother  and  fifterhood.  The  fathers 
and  mothers  being  conftantly  employed  in  la- 
bour, could  not,  without  inconvenience  to  the 
community,  give  their  attentions  to  their  children. 
The  fociety  therefore  appointed  fome  of  the  lif- 
ters to  take  care  of  the  whole  ; the  authority, 
however,  and  the  fuperintendançe  of  the  parents, 
was  neither  taken  away  nor  diminiflied.  At  that 
time  even,  nptwithftanding  their  community  of 

goods. 


THE  UNITED  STATES^  CANADA,  &CC,  129 

goods,  the  brethren  who  received  any  money 
from  their  families  or  friends  had  the  free  dif- 
pofal  of  it.  If  any  of  them  veiled  their  property 
in  the  common  Rock  it  was  voluntarily,  and 
the  eft  eft  of  a zeal  and  difmterellednefs  of  which 
there  were  but  few  examples.  The  brethren 
pofiefied  of  any  private  property,  had  frequently 
their  children  with  them  ; they  clothed  them 
better  ; and  the  care  wThich  they  took  of  them  in 
infancy,  a charge  confidered  a relief  to  the  fo- 
ciety,  w7as  a proof  that  at  Bethlehem  the  children 
were  not,  as  has  been  alleged,  the  property  of 
the  community,  and  that  it  wTas  no  part  of  the 
inftitution  to  make  the  members  renounce  all 
private  property.  In  proportion  as  the  fettle  - 
ment  advanced,  and  their  labour  became  lefs  ur- 
gent, the  fociety  of  Bethlehem  faw  the  incon- 
veniences attending  a community  of  labour,  pro- 
duce, and  enjoyment.  The  pallions,  the  vices, 
and  the  virtues  of  man,  have  every  where  nearly 
the  fame  character.  The  aftive  brethren  killed 
themfelves  with  work,  while  the  idle  took  little 
trouble.  Thofe  who  reflected  difcovered,  that 
whatever  fatigue  they  endured,  their  fituation 
was  nowilc  ameliorated  ; and  that  indullry,  the 
mdifputable  property  of  every  man,  afforded  them 
not  a fingle  advantage.  Reflection  then  had  the 
fame  effeft  on  the  induftrious,  as  their  natural 
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difpofitlon  had  on  the  idle  ; the  ardour  for  labour 
no  longer  continued  ; the  fociety  did  notprofper, 
and  the  moil  of  its  members  were  difcon  tented. 

Thefe  joint  confiderations  induced  them*  in 
1762,  to  change  the  fyftem  of  the  community. 
The  fociety  of  Bethlehem  was  now  cftablifhed 
on  the  rules  of  the  focieties  in  Europe,  and  re- 
called to  the  true  conftitution  of  the  fociety  at 
large;  it  is  under  this  fyftem  that  it  has  been  re- 
gulated fmce  that  epoch,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
Moravian  congregations  eftabliihed  elfewherc  in 
America. 

By  the  prefent  ordonnances,  the  communion 
of  property  is  done  away  in  favour  of  the  indi- 
viduals ; it  only  continues  as  to  the  government 
of  the  fociety,  and  it  exifts  partially.  The  terri- 
torial property,  as  well  as  the  profits  of  the 
tavern,  the  flore,  the  farm,  the  faw- mills,  oil- 
' mills,  corn-mills,  and  fulling-mills,  the  tannery* 
and  the  d)/eing  manufadlory,  belong  to  the  fo- 
ciety, which  from  thefe  funds  is  enabled  to  pro- 
vide for  the  poor,  for  the  payment  of  debts,  and 
of  the  public  taxes.  In  all  other  refpeâs  every 
' brother  enjoys  the  abfolute  property  of  whatever 
he  can  earn  by  his  labour,  be  it  what  it  may* 
r and  of  the  gifts  which  he  may  receive. 

The  government  of  the  fociety  is  veiled  in  the 
bifliop,  the  minifter,  the  intendant,  and  the  in- 
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lpecftors,  male  and  female,  of  the  different  divi- 
fions  of  the  fociety,  which  are  five  in  number  ; — - 
the  voiins;  men  unmarried  : the  unmarried  lifters  ; 

JO  y 7 

the  widows  ; the  married  brethren  and  filters, 
and  the  fchools.  The  intendant  has  the  excluflve 
adminiftration  of  the  property  of  the  fociety  ; but 
he  muft  advife  with  a committee,  compofed  of 
from  eight  to  ten  members,  and  chofen  by  the 
brethren  at  large.  In  the  name  of  the  intendant 
they  carry  on  all  their  tranfaftions,  grant  leafes  of 
houfes  and  lands,  fecurities  for  borrowed  money, 
difeharges,  &c.  All  the  houfes,  however,  ereéled 
in  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  and  the  four  thoufand 
acres  belonging  to  it,  are  not  the  property  of  the 
fociety,  nor  even  the  greater  part  of  them  ; they 
belong  to  brethren,  who  have  built  upon  land  for 
which  they  pay  rent  to  the  fociety.  The  amount 
of  this  rent  is  two-pence  the  foot  in  front,  by 
twenty  feet  in  depth.  The  houfe  built  by  the 
brother  is  his  abfolute  property  ; he  can  leave  it 
to  his  wife  or  his  children,  in  the  fame  way  as 
he  can  his  other  effects,  or  he  can  fell  it  ; only 
he  cannot  convey  it  but  to  a brother,  who  has 
obtained  from  the  directory  permiffion  to  pur- 
chafe  it,  with  the  burthen  of  the  rent  attached 
to  it,  and  which  perpetually  remains. 

The  directors  having  the  government  of  the 
fociety,  muft  admit  into  their  territory  thofe  only 
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who  they  think  will  not  difturb  the  fociety.  In 
the  contrails  of  leafe  made  by  the  intendant, 
with  the  advice  of  the  committee,  to  thofe  in- 
tending to  build  a houfe,  or  to  thofe  who  pur- 
chafe  a houfe,  it  is  always  ftipulated,  that  if  the 
proprietor  fliail  be  defirous  of  quitting  it,  and 
cannot  find  a purchafer  who  may  be  agreeable  to 
the  fociety,  the  fociety  is  to  purchafe  it  at  a price 
declared  by  a law,  which  alfo  fixes  the  terms  of 
payment.  Garden  ground,  or  land  in  the  coun- 
try, is  let  at  fix  fhillings  the  acre.  Befides  the 
government  farm  appropriated  to  the  benefit  of 
the  fociety,  there  are  fix  or  feven  fmaller  farms 
belonging  to  it.  Thefe  are  let  to  tenants  w7ho 
pay  a third  part  of  their  produce,  and  who  alfo 
pay  fix  fhillings  of  rent  for  their  garden  grounds. 
Thefe  tenants  are  all  at  prefent  Moravians  ; but 
this  condition  is  nowife  indifpenfable.  Some- 
times the  farms  are  let  to  other  perfons,  only  the 
fociety  muft  be  fatisfied  as  to  their  character  and 
behaviour  ; and  they  will  not  receive  as  tenants 
thofe  of  whom  they  have  not  received  a fatis- 
faélory  account..  1 

The  fociety  could  eafily  procure  a higher  price, 
and  might  at  once  clear  two  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred acres,  which  ftill  remain  in  wood,  if  they 
would  admit  ftrangers,  or  at  leaf!  not  referve  to 
themfeives  this  choice  of  thofe  who  offer  to  take 
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their  farms;  but  they  are  defirous  beyond  every 
thing  of  preferving  what  they  call  good  order, 
union,  and  morality  ; and  to  this  they  facrifice 
the  augmentation  of  their  revenues. 

The  town  of  Bethlehem  is  inhabited  by  be- 
tween five  and  fix  hundred  perfons,  all  of  the 
brother  or  fifherhood.  They  have  workmen  of 
every  kind  ; but  thefe  cannot  fettle  there  without 
the  permiffion  of  the  directors,  who  fuffier  no 
workmen  of  the  fame  bufmefs,  but  as  far  as  they 
are  neceffary  for  the  inhabitants.  If  more  were 
to  be  permitted,  they  could  not  live  by  their 
trade.  At  the  fame  time,  the  price  of  all  kinds 
of  work  is  fixed,  to  prevent  the  want  of  rivallhip 
from  putting  it  in  the  power  of  the  workmen  to 
make  exorbitant  demands  ; but  the  prices  of  the 
country  around  regulate  thofe  of  the  town.  Be- 
yond that  the  workmen  are  independent  of  the 
fociety  in  conducting  their  bulinefs.  They  pur- 
chafe  with  their  money  what  articles  they  have 
ôccafion  for  ; they  fell  them  as  they  think  pro- 
per ; the  profits  belong  to  them,  without  their 
accounting  to  the  fociety,  or  even  paying  any 
tax.  The  only  tax  indeed  which  is  levied,  and 
which  is  common  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  is  for  keeping  up  the  roads,  lamps,  feats  in 
the  church,  pumps,  and  refervoirs.  This  tax  is 
every  four  or  five  years  impofed  upon  each  fa- 
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mily  by  name,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  of  his  means;  but  it  is  fo  moderate, 
that  the  families  confidered  the  richefl  in  the 
town  do  not  pay  above  thirty  fhillirtgs  or  four 
dollars  a year.  This  tax  is  paid  every  fix  months  ; 
and  if  it  happen  that,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  committee  find  that  the  money  raifed  is  not 
fufficient  to  cover  the  expences,  they  demand 
double  or  treble  of  the  laft  payment  ; and  on  the 
other  hand,  they  demand  nothing,  when  the  ex- 
pence  is  not  fo  great  as  the  tax  fixed. 

As  to  the  public  taxes,  which  in  Pennfyl  vania, 
as  I have  already  repeatedly  obferved,  are  only  the 
taxes  of  the  county,  the  fociety  pays  thefe  put  of 
its  funds.  Thefe  funds  proceed  from  the  lands, 
and  the  profits  of  the  referved  branches  of  ma- 
nufactures or  commerce.  Each  of  the  brethren 
put  at  the  head,  of  thefe  different  eflablifiiments 
receives  a falary  from  the  fociety,  to  which  he 
pays  in  the  profits,  after  the  çxpence  of  his  own 
and  family’s  living  and  cloathing,  The  com- 
mittee requires  no  detailed  account  of  his  ma- 
nagement : he  has  received  fo  much  money — » 
there  remains  fo  much  in  his  hands.  Such  is  the 
account  given  in  by  the  tavern-keeper,  the  far- 
mer, the  miller,  the  ftore-keeper,  &c.  When 
the  directors  are  told  of  the  poffibility  of  fuch 
perfons  cheating  the  fociety,  they  will  not  ad- 
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mit  it  ; becaufe,  fay  they,  all  their  characters  are 
known  to  us  ; their  allions  are  fo  public,  that  if 
they  were  difhoneft  they  could  not  be  fo  long 
without  being  difcovered,  and  they  would  then 
be  difmiffed.  They  confider  that  unlimited  con- 
fidence as  benevolence,  brotherly  charity,  &c. 
They  add  to  the  defence  of  this  motive — that 
a man  narrowly  watched  is  more  excufable  in 
robbing,  than  one  in  whom  confidence  is  placed  ; 
and  they  affirm,  that  they  never  have  had  rea- 
fon  to  repent  of  this  rule  of  confidence.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  their  different  branches 
bring  them  in  very  little.  The  fociety  does  not 
draw  a dollar  an  acre  free  from  their  farms.  The 
ftore,  extremely  well  fupplied,  which  fells  a great 
deal  in  the  neighbourhood,  does  not  produce  an- 
nually above  eight  hundred  dollars.  The  tavern, 
although  it  has  a great  deal  of  cuffcom,  does  not 
clear  more  than  fourfcore  dollars  ; and  the  fame 
is  the  cafe  wTith  refpeft  to  all  the  other  branches 
in  their  hands.  Induftry  is  naturally  llackened, 
when  it  is  not  excited  by  intereft.  The  whole 
of  the  revenues  of  the  fociety  of  Bethlehem  does 
not  amount  to  eight  thoufand  dollars  a year 
upon  an  average,  and  their  expences  are  nearly 
equal  to  that  income.  In  the  firft  place,  they 
have  to  pay  to  the  direction  of  the  Unity  refidcnt 
in  America,  onc-fixteenth  part  of  their  reve- 
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nues,  to  contribute  to  the  expences  of  the  mif- 
fionaries  employed  by  the  Unity  among  the  In- 
dians of  North  America,  and  a penfion  to  them 
when  fuperannuated.  Five  other  fifteenths  pay 
the  intereft  of  the  fums  borrowed  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  lands  and  improvements;  finally,  their 
ialaries  arç  to  be  paid.  The  fociety  accounts 
to  a general  college,  which  tranfafts  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  Unity,  the  neat  fums  remaining,  af- 
ter payment  of  all  expences  ; and  the  college  have 
the  power  of  determining  what  part  of  it  fhall  be 
fent  tq  them,  in  order  to  contribute  to  the  raif- 
ing  of  a fund  of  feventy-two  thoufand  dollars, 
which  the  Unity  has  granted  to  the  three  daugh- 
ters of  Count  Zinzendorff,  and  of  which  they  pay 
the  intereft,  until  they  fhall  be  able  to  difcharge 
the  principal  to  them  or  their  defendants. 

That  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  particular  for 
cieties  fent  to  the  general  college,  is  alfo  meant 
to  contribute  to  the  other  general  expenses  of 
the  Unity.  The  college  has  power  tq  call  for 
what  portion  of  the  revenue  they  think  proper, 
but  they  nev,er  demand  above  a fmall  part,  he- 
caufe  the  particular  focieties  have  each  of  them 
debts,  which  it  is  neccffary  for  them  to  liquidate  ; 
befides,  thefe  focieties,  and  particularly  that  of 
Bethlehem,  fettle  in  mortmain  fome  part  of  their 
revenues  every  year.  It  likewife  fometimes  hap- 
pens. 
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pens,  that  the  revenues  of  the  year  are  not  equal 
to  the  neceffary  expenditure  ; in  which  cafe  the 
intendant  isauthorifed  by  the  committee  to  make 
a loan.  A great  part  of  the  fum  borrowed  is 
lent  by  the  brethren,  who  receive  intereft  gene- 
rally at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  and  are  repaid 
their  principal  at  any  time  upon  fix  months 
previous  demand.  The  fociety’s  trcafurcr  is 
therefore  at  the  fame  time  the  bank  of  the  bre- 
thren, but  who  may  place  their  money  others 
wife  at  their  pleafure.  Sometimes  the  inten- 
dant borrows  from  ftrangers  ; in  that  cafe  he  is 
obliged  to  pay  the  legal  intereft  of  the  ftate, 
which  in  Pennfyl vania  is  fix  per  cent. 

Before  going  farther  into  this  account  of  the 
.eftablifhment  of  Bethlehem,  it  may  be  neceffary 
to  explain  the  nature  of  the  general  college,  the 
iynod,  and  the  general  directory  of  the  Mora- 
vians, of  which  I have  occasion  to  fpeak. 

The  fociety  of  the  Moravians  is  an  oligarchi- 
cal republic.  Each  of  the  eftablifhments  in  Eu- 
rope and  America  names  one  or  more  deputies 
to  the  fynod,  fuch  deputy  or  deputies  being  eleCt- 
ed  by  the  brethren  at  large.  The  particular  di- 
rectory of  each  fociety  i$  alfo  entitled  to  appoint 
one  deputy.  The  great  expence  of  travelling, 
which  is  defrayed  by  the  focieties  who  fend  the 
deputies,  induces  the  directories  of  the  American 
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fbcieties  to  delegate  their  powers  to  thofe  named 
by  the  brethren.  The  bifhops  are  entitled,  if 
they  think  proper,  to  attend  the  fynod,  inde- 
pendent of  the  other  deputies  of  the  fociety  to 
which  they  belong.  In  the  fynod,  when  affem- 
bled,  is  vefted  the  foyereignty.  They  alone  have 
a right  to  alter  the  regulations,  as  well  fpi ritual 
as  temporal  ; they  confirm  or  annul  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  principal  officers  made  during  their 
recefs  ; and  finally,  they  receive  the  accounts  of 
all  the  general  concerns,  and  decide  thereon  ul- 
timately ; — -they  are  convened  every  feven  years 
and  remain  affembled  for  two  or  three  months  ; 
they  name  a college,  compofed  of  thirteen  mem- 
bers, who,  during  their  recefs,  manage  the  ge- 
neral affairs  of  the  Unity,  appoint  the  principal 
officers,  diredt  the  miffions,  regulate  the  affairs, 
intercfl,  difcipline,  &c.  The  fittings  of  the  col- 
lege are  held  a league  from  Hernutfc  in  Upper 
Lufatia  ; their  functions  continue  during  the  re- 
cefs of  the  fynod.  On  the  meeting  of  the  fy- 
nod their  powers  ceafe,  and  they  are  re-eftablifh- 
ed  by  the  fynod  at  the  end  of  their  feffion,  either 
from  among  the  former  members,  or  new  ones 
are  appointed,  according  to  the  will  of  the  fynod. 

As  to  the  general  directory  of  America,  their 
fonâions;  are  to  watch  over  the  interefts  of  the 
Unity  in  North  America,  and  particularly  to  di- 
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red:  the  miffions  in  that  part  of  the  world.  It 
is  compofed  of  two  agents  of  the  general  college, 
fent  to  fuperintend  the  management  of  the  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  Unity,  fuch  as  certain 
farms  or  trails  of  land  in  different  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, and  particularly  the  fifteen  thou  land  acres 
granted  by  the  United  States,  beyond  the  Ohio, 
on  the  Mufk ingum,  to  the  Moravian  miffioiia- 
ries.  The  bifhops  of  America,  the  preacher  of 
Nazareth,  and  the  minifter  of  Bethlehem,  are 
alio  members.  The  direilory  names  to  certain 
limitions  in  the  American  congregations,  which 
urgency  requires  to  be  filled  up  before  the  gene- 
ral college  can  be  confulted,  as  the  intendant, 
the  bifhop,  the  minillers,  &c.  Except  this,  the 
direilory  has  no  authority  as  a body  over  the  af- 
fairs of  the  focieties,  which,  as  I have  mentioned 
above,  have  each  its  direilory  and  committee. 
The  bilhop  ordains  the  bifhops,  preachers,  and 
priefts  ; thefc  lafl  may  alfo  be  ordained  by  each 
other.  The  bifhops  have  very  inconfiderable  fa- 
lanes,  as  may  be  judged  from  the  bifhop  of 
Bethlehem,  Mr.  Ernheim,  a man  of  fourfeore, 
who  has  no  other  domeflic  1er v ant  than  his  own 
daughter,  and  who  I found  baking  cakes,  which 
he  fells  to  increafe  his  living.  His  falary  is 
two  hundred  and  thirty,  dollars,  befides  being  fup- 
plied  with  wood  and  lodging.  The  higheft.  fala- 
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ries  paid  by  the  Unity  do  not  exceed  three  hun- 
dred dollars. 

I have  already  mentioned,  that  the  Bethlehem 
fociety  is  divided  into  five  departments,  each  un- 
der the  direction  of  an  infpedtor  or  infpedtrefs  ; 
and  in  this  office  we  find  the  temporal  admini- 
flration  of  the  fociety  in  fome  degree  mixed 
with  its  difeipline.  The  unmarried  brethren  live 
together  in  a feparate  houfe,  that  is,  they  eat  and 
fleep  there,  but  they  do  not  work  there,  if  they 
can  find  work  elfewhere.  Moll  of  them  are  ap- 
prentices or  journeymen  in  the  fhops  of  the  for 
ciety,  or  to  the  artificers  in  the  town.  The  mo- 
ney which  they  earn  is  their  own,  only  they  muft 
pay  ibr  their  board,  and  for  keeping  up  the 
building  where  they  lodge,  as  well  as  their  por- 
tion of  the  tax  impofed  upon  that  houfe  for  the 
publie  expences  of  the  town.  All  thefe  ex- 
pences,  including  their  cloathing,  may  amount  at 
prefent  to  forty-five  dollars,  while  their  earnings 
may  be  from  a hundred  to  a hundred  and  ten. 
Thofe  who,  for  want  of  wTork  out  of  doors,  are 
employed  in  the  houfe,  are  paid  for  their  labour 
by  the  infpector,  who  employs  them,  the  amount 
of  their  board,  and  their  other  contributions  to 
the  common  expences  being  firft  deducted.  Thus 
the  brethren  of  this  houfe  coil  the  fociety  no- 
thing. The  fame  is  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the 

unmarried 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C,  141 

unmarried  fillers,  fome  of  whom  are  employed  in 
the  houfes  of  the  town  as  ferrants  and  cook- 
maids.  Thefe  have  their  board  and  lodging  in 
the  families  where  they  are  employed,  and  pay 
to  the  houfe  four  or  five  dollars  a year  towards 
the  common  expences.  This  contribution  pré- 
férées to  them  the  right  of  entering  into  that 
houfe  when  they  plcafe  The  greater  part  of 
them,  however,  are  employed  in  the  houfe  in 
fewing  and  embroidery  ; they  are  paid  for  their 
work  by  the  infpectrefs,  who  fells  it  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  houfe.  The  profit  of  thefe  works 
contributes  to  maintain  the  poor,  who  are  not 
numerous.  The  girls,  from  the  price  they  re- 
ceive for  their  work  from  the  infpe&refs,  pay 
their  board  and  their  portion  of  the  charges  of  the 
houfe,  which  amounts  to  the  fame  fum  as  that 
paid  by  the  brethren.  Thus  this  department  is 
no  longer  an  expence  upon  the  fociety  ; on  the 
contrary,  it  relieves  the  fociety  from  the  mainte- 
nance of  a great  part,  and  often  the  whole  of 
the  poor.  The  unmarried  fitters  tie  their  flat 
bonnets  under  their  chin  with  a red  ribbon  ; the 
married  women  tie  theirs  with  a blue,  and  the 
widows  theirs  with  a white  ribbon. 

It  is  not  however  compulfory,  upon  either  the 
young  men  or  women,  to  refide  in  thefe  common 
houfes  ; their  relations  may  take  the  entire  difi- 
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pofal  of  them- — keep  them  at  home,  or  fend  then! 
to  other  fchools,  as  they:think  proper.  The  bre-' 
thren  of  eafy  fortunes,  for  example,  feldom  fend 
their  daughters  to  the  fitters  houfe  ; and  there  are 
alfo  fitters  at  the  houfe  of  Bethlehem  who  belong 
to  Moravian  families  not  refident  in  the  town,  and 
who  often  come  from  very  diftant  parts. 

As  to  the  widows  houfe,  it  is  fupported  by  the 
fociety  ; and  all  the  work  they  can  do  goes  to  the 
benefit  of  the  houfe,  when  it  is  not  fufiicient  to 
defray  their  expences. 

There  has,  for  about  fifteen  years,  been  infti- 
tuted  among  the  Moravian  brethren  a fort  of  vo- 
luntary fociety  in  favour  of  widows.  The  mem- 
bers contribute  each  fifteen  or  twenty  pounds,  or 
from  forty  to  fifty  dollars.  The  intereft  of  that 
fum  is  fettled  upon  the  widows  of  the  contribu- 
tors, and  betters  their  living  if  they  refide  in  the 
widows  houfe,  or  is  paid  to  them  to  affift  their 
own  houfe-keeping,  if  they  live  by  themfelves. 
This  fociety  is  not  confined  to  Bethlehem.  The 
brethren  of  any  of  the  eftabhfhments  in  America 
may  become  members  ; and  the  capital  being  de- 
pofited  at  Bethlehem,  the  intereft  is  paid  at  the 
refpedlive  places  of  refidence  of  the  widows  of  the 
contributors.  This  fociety  has  alfo  its  particular 
regulations;  one,  for -example,  by  which  a bro- 
ther in  a dangerous  ftate  of  health  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted to  fubferibe. 
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The  fchools  are  under  the  direction  of  an  in- 
fpedlor  and  infpe&Tcfs.  There  is  an  academy 
for  the  reception  of  young  ladies  from  other  parts, 
who  receive  there  the  ufual  education  of  females, 
even  mufic.  The  daughters  of  the  brethren  are 
likewife  received  there.  This  eftablifhment  fup- 
ports  itfelf  in  refpedt  to  its  private  expences,  the 
keeping  up  the  buildings,  and  the  contribution  to 
the  public  charges.  The  board  is  forty-five  dollars 
a year,  and  fix  dollars  more  for  fuch  of  them  as 
are  taught  mufic.  The  daughters  of  the  fociety 
may  be  fent  to  this  fchool,  but  their  board  muft 
be  paid  by  their  relations.  The  fociety  pays  for 
the  daughters  of  thofe  who  receive  a falary  from 
them,  and  alfo  for  the  children  of  the  poor.  The 
daughters  of  the  brethren  not  being  boarders,  the 
expence  of  their  education  is  lefs.  There  are  at 
this  day  fixty-fix  of  the  boarders,  who  are  ftran- 
gers,  from  different  parts  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Antilles.  This  academy  is  in  great  repu- 
tation. The  governeffes  appear  to  me  to  be  at- 
tentive, and  fome  of  the  fcholars  have  made  con^ 
fiderable  proficiency  in  drawing,  writing,  and  em- 
broidery, and  play  tolerably  upon  the  piano.  At 
the  fame  time,  as  the  miftrefies  are  never  chofen 
but  from  among  the  fifterhood,  and  as  few  of 
them  have  had  any  education  other  than  at  this 
fchool,  it  is  not  to  be  èxpeéted  that  all  of  them 
can  be  always  of  fufficient  ability.  A new  build- 
ing* 
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ing,  added  four  or  five  years  ago  to  the  eftablifh- 

ment,  has  been  eredled,  by  means  of  a fum  of 
money  borrowed  for  that  purpofe,  the  intereft  of 
which  is  paid  by  the  fchool. 

There  is  alfo,  at  Bethlehem*  under  the  diredtion 
of  the  minifter,  a fmall  fchool  for  boys,  where  they 
are  taught  merely  to  read  and  write*  and  the  firft 
rules  of  arithmetic. 

The  laft  department,  namely,  that  of  the  mar- 
ried brethren  and  fitters,  is  wholly  a department  of 
difcipline.  The  married  people  refide  in  their  own 
houfes,  and  the  infpedlors  and  infpedlrefles  have 
no  concern  with  them,  but  to  give  advice  when 
their  condudl  has  been  improper,  as  friends*  as 
neighbours*  and  as  divines.  They  have  no  far- 
ther influence  or  fuperintendance  of  their  adlions 
or  their  concerns. 

The  Moravian  is  a religious  fociety.  Religion* 
the  exadi  maintenance  of  the  creed  of  their  doc- 
trines, their  worfhip,  and  their  manners  and  cus- 
toms, which  they  confider  neceflary  to  the  exadi 
obfervance  of  that  creed,  and  which  they  believe 
to  be  alone  prefcribed  by  the  gofpel,  is  the  foie 
end  of  their  regulations,  their  difcipline,  and  even 
their  relations  in  point  of  temporal  intereft. 
With  this  religious  intention  is  eftablifhed  the 
exadi  fuperintendance  of  the  diredlory  of  the  fo- 
ciety over  the  condudt  of  its  members,  and  the 
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care  not  to  allow  ftrangers  to  fettle  among  them. 
They  are  in  this  refpSft  monks,  but  tolerant  and 
mild  monks,  although  feveral  articles  of  their  dif- 
cipline  would  be  thought  fevere,  and  even  ridi»* 
cnlous,  according  to  the  received  ideas  in  other 
countries. 

For  example,  there  is  no  communication  al- 
lowed between  the  young  men  and  women. 
When  a young  man  means  to  marry,  he  lignifies 
his  wifh  to  the  infpeélor,  and  mentions  the  girl 
he  is  délirons  of  making  his  wife,  but  to  whom 
he  has  never  fpoken.  The  infpeftor  applies  to 
the  ihfpecSrefs  of  the  girls,  who,  if  file  judges  that 
the  character  of  the  young  woman  is  not  incom- 
patible with  the  .character  given  of  the  youth  by 
the  infpeélor,  propofes  it  to  her  ; thé  girl  may  re- 
laie, but  is  not  allowed  to  fay  whom  fire  would 
prefer.  The  parents  are  confulted  ; and  the  di- 
rectory give  their  fanftion,  or  rejeét  the  propofal 
oi  the  marriage  thus  far  ad  vanced,  if  they  Think 
that  the  youth  will  not  be  able,  by  his  labour,  to* 
maintain  his  wife  and  children,  or  if  they  fee  in 
it  any  other  danger  likely  to  accrue  to  the  good 
order  of  the  fociety  but  thefe  refufals  are  rare. 
The  regulation  by  which  the  man  is  not  allowed 
to  converfe  with  the  woman  before  his  having 
allied  ahu  obtained  her  in  marriage,  has,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Moravians,  the  advantage  of  pre- 
Vo  l.  ÏV.  yen  tins: 
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venting  all  kind  of  feduétion,  and  confequently, 
fay  they,  all  danger  of  improper  conduct.  Mar- 
riage is,  according  to  them,  a fpiritual  union  : 
the  brethren  and  fitters  being  filled  with  the  Holy 
Spirit,  live  more  cordially  together;  their  union  is 
more  durable,  than  if  it  were  founded  on  a choice 
of  their  hearts,  which  might  deceive  them.  They 
even  regard  the  affeétion  which  precedes  marriage 
as  a difpofition  contrary  to  the  fanétity  of  mar- 
riage ; and  they  carry  this  opinion  fo  far,  that 
when  it  happens,  which  is  not  without  examples, 
though  they  are  extremely  rare,  that  a brother 
and  a fitter  had  privately  a too  intimate  connec- 
tion, thefe  cannot  afterwards  be  married  together. 
The  crime  is  kept  private  with  the  infpeétors  and 
the  direétory.  The  ^irl  is  reprimanded,  but  with 
mildnefs  ; kept  with,  the  reft  if  fhe  feem  to  re-^ 
pent  ; and  married  to  another  young  man,  if 
afked  by  any  one,  but  never  to  her  favourite,  at 
leaft  unlefs  both  of  them  renounce  the  fociety. 

Marriage  takes  place,  not  only  between  the 
youth  of  the  fame  fociety*  but  between  thofc  of 
different  Moravian  focietics.  When  a man  or  a 
woman  wifhes  to  marry  a perfon  of  another  reli- 
gion, they  are  not  prevented,  if  they  perfift  in 
their  rcfolution,  in  fpite  of  the  advice  of  their 
infpeétors  and  the  direétory,  it  being  the  princi- 
ple of  the  Moravian  fociety*  never  to  compel  any 
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perlons  to  continue  in  it  again!!  tKeir  inclina- 
tion ; but  they  are  then  cônfidered  to  belong  no 
longer  to  the  fociety,  and  mull  quit  it.  Exam- 
ples of  this  fometimes  happen,  as  the  girls,  whofe 
relatives  live  at  a diftance,  have  permiffion  to  vifit 
their  family,  and  occafionally  meet  young  men 
whom  they  prefer  to  the  Moravian  brethren  pro- 
pofed  to  them  by  their  infpeftfelfes* 

The  sdrls  in  the  houfe  of  the  fillers  are  not 

o 

kept  Ihut  up  ; they  have  liberty  to  go  out  ; but, 
as  the  fociety  is  fmall,  the  practice  of  watching 
them  is  fo  univerfal,  that  ail  their  allions  are 
known  ; and  the  fpirit  of  the  religion  in  which 
they  are  educated  and  kept,  prevents  them  from 
every  aft,  however  innocent,  which  the  fociety 
confiders  irregular — as,  for  example,  to  Ipeak  to 
a young  man.  This  fpirit  of  watchfulnefs  and 
of  religion  is  alike  extended  to  thofe  of  the  fillers 
who  are  employed  as  domeftics  in  families,  and 
are  thus  lefs  under  the  immediate  and  conllant 
eye  of  the  infpeftrefs  ; and  this  lyliem  extends 
towards  the  young  men  and  women  of  other  re- 
ligions, employed  in  the  different  eftablilhments 
of  the  fociety.  The  High  tell  converfation  with 
an  unmarried  woman  is  a ground  to  expel  the 
offender  from  the  precinfts  of  the  fociety  ; and 
&s  this  rigid  law  is  known  to  llrangers.  before 

L $ they 


1 48  'TRAVELS  THROUGH 

they  enter  i^to  the  fervice,  it  is  very  rarely  in- 
Ringed. 

The  directors  informed  me,  that  this  law  to 
prevent  all  commerce  between  the  unmarried  of 
the  two  fexes,  originated  in  the  fervour  of  the 
young  females,  at  the  time  of  the  reftoration  of 
the  fociety  in  1722;  that  they  eft^bliflied  it 
among  themfelves,  and  it  thence  became  an 
effential  article  of  difcipline  of  the  fociety. 

The  fociety,  however,  is  defirous  of  encourag- 
ing marriage  ; and  with  juftice,  if  they  with  their 
perpetuity,  as  they  would  receive  little  addition 
from  Grangers,  were  they  even  willing  to  admit 
them.  But,  as  I have  already  faid,  their  grand 
objeft  is  to  preferve  their  doéhrincs,  their  difci- 
pline, and  their  fundamental  cuftoms,  which  pre- 
fent  confiderable  obftaclcs  to  marriage.  A young 
man  will  not  marry,  who  does  not  fee  how  he  is 
to  gain  his  bread,  and  maintain  his  family  com- 
fortably. He  can  only  be  an  artizan  ; and  the 
number  of  thefe  is  circumfcribed  in  Bethlehem, 
as  well  as  in  all  the  other  Moravian  focieties.  The 
beft  fhoemaker.  Smith,  or  other  perfon,  cannot 
fet  up  in  his  trade,  vrhile  the  very  confined  num- 
ber of  artifans  of  the  fame  bufinefs  is  full.  The 
fociety  have  a fufficient  quantity  of  land  in  v/ood 
to  clear,  which  a number  of  young  people  would  ' 
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be  difpofed  to  rent  ; but  ft  ill  they  would  not  be 
fo  immediately,  as  is  wifhed,  under  the  eye  of  the 
direftory  ; they  might  perhaps  relax  in  their  reli- 
gion, in  the  fe verity  of  manners  exafted  as  the 
means  of  keeping  it  up,  and  on  thefe  grounds  the 
fociety  have  refufed  them;  whence  it  follows*, 
that  marriages  are  by  no  means  frequent,  and  that 
there  are  to  be  found  in  the  houfe  of  the  fitters, 
unmarried  women  as  far  advanced  in  life  as  among 
the  widows.  Thus,  notwithstanding  the  Arne-- 
rican  fecundity,  of  which  the  married  fitters  have 
their  fhare,  the  fociety  dlminitties  rather  than  in» 
creafes. 

The  Moravian  brethren  and  fitters  receive  no 
dowry  from  the  fociety  on  their  marriage,  but 
they  enjoy  the  favings  which  they  may  have 
made  in  a ftate  of  celibacy.  Befides,  every  bro- 
ther may  poffefs  property  out  of  the  pre  drifts  of 
the  fociety.  There  is  one  of  them  who  lias  fpe~ 
culated  largely  in  land,  and  is  proprietor  of  feve- 
ral  thouland  acres,  not  only  in  different  parts  of_ 
Pennfylvania,  but  alfo  in  the  other  ftates.  How- 
ever, this  occupation  of  augmenting  his  fortune  is 
confidered  as  a kind  of  relaxation  of  principle  It 
is  not  contrary  to  any  of  the  ftarûtés  of  the  fo- 
ciety, but  it  is  contrary  to  their  fpirit;  they  do 
not  forbid  it,  but  it  is  not  approved  of  by  rigid 
Moravians.  A Moravian  brother  has  erefted  a 
L 3 wooden 
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wooden  bridge  over  the  river  Lehigh,  built  by  a 
fubfcription,  to  which  a number  of  the  other  bre- 
thren have  contributed. 

I have  already  obferved,  that  ftangers  may  be 
received  into  the  Moravian  fociety  as  brethren  : 
the  condition  of  their  admiffion  is— -that  they 
fhall  live  for  fome  months  under  the  eye  of  the 
fociety,  conformably  to  its  fpirit,  doctrines,  and 
principles  ; and  finally,  their  eonfent  to  follow 
the  rules  of  the  fociety  is  declared  by  their  fig- 
nature.  Every  Moravian  brother  alfo,  upon  his 
marriage,  or  fetting  up  hpufekeeping,  muft  fub- 
fçribe  to  the  flatutes.  One  of  their  rules  is,  that 
they  fhall  not  apply  to  courts  of  law  to  fettle 
any  difputes  among  them,  whether  of  a civil  or 
criminal  nature;  the  committee,  which  is  the 
intendantes  council,  is  the  tribunal  appointed  to 
fettle  their  differences,  by  way  of  arbitration. 
Their  judgment  has  no  force,  except  as  it  is  given 
by  the  eonfent  qf  parties,  who  {till  have  it  in  their 
power  to  appeal  to  the  courts  of  juftice  of  the 
country  ; but  their  doing  fo  excludes  them  from 
the  fociety,  The  difputes  between,  the  brethren 
and  ftrangers  are  determined  by  the  ordinary  tri- 
bunals, without  the  fpirit  of  the  fociety  being 
thereby  affedted.  It  is  the  fame  with  any  dif* 
putes  which  the  fociety  itfelf,  as  a proprietor, 
may  have  with  neighbours,  merchants,  or  others. 

As 
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As  to  the  practice  of  worlhip,  it  conflits  in 
prayers  and  fermons  twice  a week,  which  all  the 
members  of  the  fociety  mult  attend,  unlefs  they 
have  very  good  reafons  for  abfence  ; and  prayers 
every  morning  and  evening,  at  which  the  young 
brethren  and  fillers  affift,  the  two  fexes  being 
feated  in  different  fides  of  the  church. 

The  Moravian  brethren  and  fillers  are  ajl  Ger- 
mans, or  descendants  pf  Germans,  and  tffus  Ger- 
man is  the  common  language  at  Bethlehem, 
many  of  the  inhabitants  not  fpeaking  any  other. 
They  have  all  a fimple,  agreeable,  and  tranquil 
mein.  The  directors  fay  that  they  are  very  happy  ; 
but  fo  fay  alfo  the  heads  of  convents  in  refpeél  of 
their  monks  and  nuns.  It  \vou}d  bp  neceffary  to 
remain  lome  time  with  them  to  difcover  the 
truth.  Nothing  fhews  itfelf  in  their  counte- 
nances, either  of  great  fatisfaélion  qj  difcontent  ; 
they  are  cold,  flow,  and  want  external  expreffion. 

The  Bethlehem  fociety  is  independent  pf  the 
others  in  refpedl  to  matters  of  interell  and  pro- 
perty, as  the  others  are  of  it  ; but  all  are  under" 
the  fame  lyltem,  and  all  depend  alike  upon  th^e 
general  college  and  the  fynod.  When  the  col- 
lege wifhes  to  make  a new  eftablifhment  in  Ame- 
rica, tliey  intrull  it  to  the  general  directory  of 
the  Unity  in  America,  who  communicate  the 
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matter  to  the  different  focieties.  Thefe  lend  mo- 
ney for  the;  undertaking,  and  propofe  to  the  bre- 
thren tQ  go  and  become- members  of  the  new 
eftahliffiment.  The  brethren  rnay  refuie,  but 
they  rarely  do  ; and  on  thefe  occafions  it  is  that 
marriages  are  m off  numerous.  An  cftabliffiment 
is  at  prefent  propofed  near  the  river  Mufk ingum, 
beyond  the  Qhio.  In  this  manner  was  formed 
the  eftabliiliment  of  Salem  in  North  Carolina, 
in  . 1754,  where  the  prefent  bifhop  of  Bethlehem, 
then  a fimple  minifter,  told  me  he  cut  the  firft 
tree  ; another  near  Lancafter,  in  Pennsylvania*/ 
and  another,  twenty  years  ago,  in  the  county  of 
Suilex  in  Jerfey,  at  Mount  Hope. 

I here  conclude  this  long  detail  of  the  focièty 
of  Bethlehem.  I owe  my  acknowledgments  to 
the  Bifhopj  to  the  Intendant,  to  Mr.  Hosfjeld 
the  poftmafter,  a man  of  fcnfe,  and  much  efteem- 
ed  in  the  fociety  ; and  to  Mr.  Cunow,  one  of 
the  members  of  the  general  direçlory  of  the 
Unity  in  America,  fent  about  a year  *ago  from 
* Europe  to  fill  this  office,  after  being  a member 
of  the  Jynod,  and  for  fçven  years  feçretary  to  the 
general  college.  He  is  an  enlightened  and  fen- 
fible  man,  and  one  whofe  converfation  difeovers 
great  fmçe.rity  and  purity  of  heart. 


NAZARETH, 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  See.  ' 

NAZARETH,  CHRISTIAN-BROWN,  AND  G N ADEN- 
4THAL. 

Mr.  Cunow  wiflied  to  conduct  me  to  Naza- 
reth, another  Moravian  fociety,  fix  miles  diftant 
from  Bethlehem,  which  was  eftabliilied  fo  late  as 
1 771,  and  is  peopled  with  about  two  hundred 
perfons,  including  the  academy,  where  the  bre- 
thren are  i'nftrudted  in  arithmetic,  drawing,  mu- 
lie,  mathematics,  and  the  French  and  Englifli 
languages.  A conilderable  number  of  pupils- 
come  from  other  parts  to  this  feminary,  which 
has  fome  reputation  ; but  the  matters  appear  to 
me  very  indifferent,  at  leaft  in  refpedt  of  draw- 
ing, mufic,  and  French,  which  they  cannot  fpeak, 
and  which  they  appear  to  be  able  only  to  read,  but 
not  to  pronounce.  They  feem  to  be  much  infe~- 
rior  to  the  filters  academy  at  Bethlehem.  Hence  , 
the  ftrangers  who  come  to  ftudy  here,  are  not 
from  the  United  States,  but  moftly  from  the 
ifland*  of  St.  Thomas,  St.  Croix,  and  Antigua, 
where  the  Moravian  brethren  have  miffionaries,-^ 
The  board,  including  the  expence  of  cioathing, 
amounts  to  near  two  hundred  dollars  a yean 
The  brethren  pay  for  their  children,  and  the  dif- 
ferent Moravian  focieties  in  America  pay  for 
the  young  brethren  whom  they  fend,  when  their 
parents  cannot  afford  it,  and  for  thofe  whom  the 
directory  confider  o{  diftinguilhed  talents.  In 
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other  refpecls  the  jyftem  of  the  fociety  of  Na- 
zareth is  the  fame  as  that  of  Bethlehem,  and  all 
the  others. 

Near  Nazareth  there  is  another  little  Moravian 
fociety,  confifting  of  thirty  houfes.  Independent 
of  thefe,  there  are  alfo  a number  of  Moravians 
ipread  through  among  the  environs  of  Bethlehem 
and  Nazareth,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  Ame- 
rica ; but  thefe  are  only  admitted  to  what  they 
call  the  communion,  and  are  not  members  of 
the  lociety.  Nazareth  is  fituated  in  a beautiful 
valley,  of  greater  extent  than  that  of  Bethlehem, 
and  more  pleafant;  but  the  river  Lehigh  and 
Manokify-creek  give  to  the  appearance  and  fitua- 
tion  of  Bethlehem  an  agreeable  richnefs,  which 
is  altogether  wanting  at  Nazareth. 

Before  arriving  at  this  place,  we  pafied  two 
farms,  Chriftian-brown  and  Gnadenthal,  belong- 
ing to  the  Moravian  Unity,  and  thus  out  of  the 
direction  of  the  focieties  of  Bethlehem  and  Na- 
zareth. They  are  under  the  fuperintendance  of 
two  directors  appointed  by  the  general  college, 
and  of  thefe  Mr.  Cunow,  with  whom  I was,  'is 
one.  Thefe  farms  comprehend  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  acres,  of  which  only  eight  hundred 
and  ten  are  cleared.  They  are  very  well  fituated, 
and  the  lands  excellent — they  bear  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty-five  bulhels  of  corn  the  acre  : thofe 

in 
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m meadow  yield  in  proportion,  and  yet  they  do 
not  bring  the  revenue  a clear  profit  of  fix  Ihil- 
lings  the  acre  ; I fpeak  of  the  lands  cleared.  The 
want  of  hands,  and  the  great  expence  of  thofe 
that  can  be  got,  is  made  an  excujfe  for  this  bad 
order  of  things,  but  it  appears  to  me  rather  the 
fruit  of  ignorance  and  negligence.  Some  farms 
are  let  to  tenants,  who  pay  as  rent  one-half  of 
their  winter,  and  one-third  of  their  fummer  pro- 
duce ; and  thefe  bring  more  profit  to  the  Unity. 

Mr.  Cunow  appeared  fenfible  of  the  impro- 
priety of  the  prefent  bad  management  of  thefe 
farms,  and  was  employed  in  reforming  it. 

In  commending,  with  him,  the  zeal  of  the 
Moravians  to  propagate  the  gofpel  among  the 
Indians,  I fpoke  to  him  of  the  benefit  it  would 
be  to  propagate  in  America  a good  method  of 
culture,  which  would  be  eafy  to  them  in  the 
eftablilhrnent  of  their  farms.  They  might  em- 
ploy fbme  Englifh  Moravian  farmers,  and  form 
in  their  farms  a fchool  of  agriculture,  where  a 
number  of  young  American  farmers  might  be  In- 
ftructed  at  once.  Such  an  eftablifhment  would 
Aindoubtedly,  from  the  high  price  of  labour,  in- 
creafe  their  expences  for  fome  years  ; but  that 
inconvenience,  which  might  probably  be  an  in- 
vincible obftacle  to  an  individual,  could  not  be 
fo  to  a fociety.  It  wrouid  foon  be  repaid  an  hun- 
dred 
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dred  fold  by  their  produce/  and  the  benefit  which 
fuch  an  eftabliihment  would  render  to  the  coun- 
try, would  be  an  everlafting  honour  to  this  be- 
nevolent and  beneficent  fociety.  Mr.  Cunow 
appeared  to  fra-riot  to  be  infenfible  of  this  idea, 
the  rèalifation  of  which  would  produce  innume- 
rable happy  confequences  to  the  United  States. 

THE  ROAD  TO  EASTON.— EASTON. 

The  country  from  Bethlehem  to  Nazareth, 
and  from  Nazareth  to  Eafton,  is  a fucceffion  of 
little  hills  and  Tallies  more  or  lefs  extenfive. 
Many  fituations  on  this  road  afford  very  agree- 
able profpeds.  The  houfes  are  numerous,  and 
have  the  air  of  comfort.  The  price  of  land  in  all 
this  trad:  is  from  twenty- four  to  forty- eight  dol- 
lars the  acre. 

Eafton  is  built  on  the  conflux  of  the  rivers 
Lehigh  and  Delaware.  It  is  the  capital  of  the 
county  of  Northampton,  which  has  twenty-fix 
thoufand  inhabitants.  The  land  which  is  the  file 
of  the  town  is  about  two  hundred  acres  in  ex- 
tent, lying  compadly  between  the  river  and  the 
mountains  ; it  is  nothing  but  fand  and  pebbles, 
and  the  mountains  which  furround  it  are  com- 
pofed  of  calcareous  done.  The  fituation  of  this 
ground,  its  compofition,  and  a comparifon  of  it 
with  other  lands  around,  leave  no  doubt  that  it 
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muft  have  formerly  been  the  bed  of  the  rivers, 
which  have  changed  their  courfe.  This  city, 
confifting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  houfes,  moftly 
of  ftone,  contains  the  public  buildings  of  the 
county.  The  inhabitants  are  moftly  Germans, 
or  their  defcendents.  The  city  was  begun  to  be 
built  in  1750,  and  has  gradually  increafed.  AJ- 
moft  the  whole  of  the  land,  as  well  as  a great 
part  of  the  land  in  the  neighbourhood*  belonged 
to  the  family  of  Penn.  At  the  time  of  the  re-  . 
volution,  a great  number  of  perfons  feized  upon 
it  unlawfully;  and  it  was  not  till  1 7Q4  that  the 
Penn  family  were  reftored  to  their  right,  upon  a 
fettlement  with  the  pofieffors,  and  received  from 
them  a price  not  equal  to  the  prefent  value,  but 
confiderably  more  than  it  was  worth  at  the  time 
of  the  ufurpation.  Thofe  who  refufed  were  com- 
pelled by  law. 

Eafton  has  a confiderable  trade  in  corn,  with 
Philadelphia.  There  belong  to  this  city,  and 
ftand  within  feven  miles  round  it,  eleven  goad 
mills,  upon  the  fame  conftruétion  as  thofe  of 
Brandywine.  They  fend  annually  thirty-five 
thoufand  barrels  of  flour  to  the  Philadelphia 
market.  A part  of  Jerfey,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Delaware,  and  which  enjoys  no 
creek  capable  of  turning  mills,  fend  their  com 
to  the  mills  about  Eafton,  as  dq  all  the  county  of 
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Northampton.  The  Delaware  is  navigable  for 
velfels  of  a confiderable  burthen  a hundred  miles 
higher  than  Eafton.  The  velfels  from  Eafton 
to  Philadelphia  carry  feven  hundred  barrels  of 
flour* 

The  town  lots,  which  are  twenty  feet  in  front 
and  two  hundred  in  depth,  are  fold  at  from  two 
hundred  and  forty  to  five  hundred  dollars,  ac- 
cording to  their  fituation.  The  lands  in  the 
neighbourhood  are  worth  from  twenty-five  to  an 
hundred  dollars  the  acre.  This  country,  like  all 
the  reft  of  Pennfylvania,  is  covered  with  fine  or- 
chards. They  feem  to  begin  to  know  fomething 
of  the  difference  of  the  kinds  of  trees,  and  the 
advantage  of  grafting.  The  labourers  are  paid 
from  four  to  five  fhillings  a day  in  the  country 
about  Eafton.  Mafons  and  carpenters  receive  in 
the  town  a dollar  and  a quarter.  Meat  cofts  five 
pence  a pound,  and  is  in  great  abundance.  Board 
cofts  here  three  dollars  a week,  and  hôufes  let  at 
forty-five  dollars. 

THE  ROAD  TO  BELVIDERE .-—BELVIDERE.  ' 

The  river  Delaware  is  throughout  the  boun- 
dary between  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  and  that 
of  New  Jerfey.  It  is  narrow  at  Eafton,  and  they 
are  now  collecting  wood  to  ere  (ft  a bridge  over 
it,  the  abutments  of  which  on  each  fide  are  al- 
ready 
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ready  built:  until  it  be  finifhed,  the  river  is 
eroded  in  a very  good  ferry-boat.  Being  de- 
firous  of  viewing  the  banks  of  this  river,  1 went 
fo  far  out  of  my  road  to  follow"  them.  The  road 
to  Belvidere,  which  I took,  is  all  along  through 
the  Scotch  Mountains,  and  the  little  hills,  which 
in  this  tradl  almoft  uniformly  border  the  river, 
amidft  an  agreeable  fucceffion  of  large  vallies, 
from  three  to  fix  or  feven  miles  in  extent.  The 
country  is  filled  with  well  built  houfes,  pretty 
clofe  together.  The  lands  are  of  a good  quality, 
and  in  a ftate  of  high  cultivation  ; even  fome  of 
the  declivities  of  the  mountains  are  cleared,  and 
are  very  productive.  The  whole  of  this  road  pre- 
fents  a fucceffion  of  profpeCts,  not  extenfive,  but 
rich  and  agreeable.  In  three  or  four  places  we 
lofe  intirely  the  little  hills  which  border  the  De- 
laware, and  enjoy  a view  towards  Philadelphia, 
through  vallies  much  more  extenfive,  flill  better 
cultivated  and  inhabited  than  thole  of  Jerfey, 
and  which  is  terminated  by  the  Blue  Mountains. 
Thefe  profpeCls  are  rich,  varied,  and  delightful? 
The  Pifqucfi-creek,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the 
Delaware  at  Belvidere,  is  the  only  water  to 
be  found  in  the  trad  from  Eafton,  which  is 
more  than  fourteen  miles,  and  the  corn  of  all 
that  diftrift  is  carried  to  the  Eafton  mills.  This 
creek,  which  has  a courfe  of  thirty  miles,  is  at 
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Belvidere  broad  and  rapid.  Two  fücceffivë  Failli 
•of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  each,  turn  corn  and 
■ few- mills.  The  corn-mills  fend  their  flour  to 
.Philadelphia,  and  are  fupplied  with  grain  in  the 
neighbourhood,  where  it  is  produced  in  great 
quantities.  This  traffic  is  carried  on  by  the  De- 
laware ; but  the  navigation  of  that  river,  although 
it  is  open  for  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  higher,  is 
rendered  difficult  and  dangerous,  from  the  very 
ftrong  currents,  and  the  number  of  rocks  in  feve- 
ral  parts  of  it.  There  are  two  or  three  of  thefe 
rapids  between  Belvidere  and  Eafton,  two  of  them 
two  miles  from  Belvidere,  called  the  Little  and 
Great  Falls:  at  the  latter,  in  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  of  its  courfe,  the  river  has  a fall  of  twenty- 
nine  feet.  The  navigable  canal  is  near  the  fhore 
of  Philadelphia,  and  is  not  above  fix  toifes  or  fa- 
thoms broad.  Beyond  that  the  river  is  full  of* 
rocks,  a very  little  depth  under  water,  and  fome^ 
times. appearing  above  its  furface.  I was  informed; 
that  notwithftanding  the  rapidity  of  this  cur- 
rent, which  carries  vefiels  at  the  rate  of  a mile  in 
two  minutes,  and  the  number  of  rocks  iri  its 
courfe,  the  boats  are  in  no  danger  when  thé 
boatmen  are  attentive;  but  it  often  happens- that 
they  are  not  fo,  but  get  drunk,  which  ' produces 
frequent  accidents  ; for  if  the  boat  be  allowed 
to  go  the  leaft  to  oile  fider  and  be  not  kept  care- 
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Fully  in  the  ftream,  it  is  inevitably  driven  either 
againft  the  rocks  or  the  bank.  The  riling  and 
falling  of  the  waters  increafe  the  danger  j and  be- 
fides  this,  the  ice  uniformly  flops  the  navigation 
during  the  winter  : it  is  often  impracticable  in 
thé  fpring,  and  even  td  the  middle  of  fummen 
The  navigation  from  Belvidere  to  Philadelphia  is 
made  in  twenty- four  hours,  and  it  takes  five  or 
fix  days  to  go  up  the  river  from  Philadelphia  to 
Belvidere.  Hence  a hundred- weight,  which  cofts 
only  the  fifth  of  a dollar  to  be  carried  to  Phila- 
delphia, cofts  three  quarter  dollars  to  be  fent  to 
Belvidere.  The  famé  applies  to  the  whole  navi- 
gation of  the  Delaware,  with  the  difference  of 
the  freight,  according  to  their  diftance.  The 
batteâux,  which  come  down  from  Belvidere,  carry 
féventy  barrels  df  flour.  By  thefe  the  flores  at 
Belvidere  are  fupplied  with  dry  goods  and  liquors 
from  Philadelphia,  with  which  they,  in  their 
turn,  fupply  that  part  of  the  country  which  fur- 
niflles  the  corn  to  the  mills.  Thé  price  of  goods 
at  Belvidere  is  about  thirty  per  cent  higher  thair** 
at  Philadelphia.  There  are  at  prefent  two  flores 
at  Belvidere,  which  are  faid  to  be  in  a profperouS 
fituation. 

Belvidere  confifts  of  about  twenty  houfes,  but 
the  number  of  inhabitants  is  annually  increàfing, 
'ànd  the  neighbourhood  is  very  populous.  It  is 
Vol,  IV;  M one 
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one  of  the  pleafaüteft  fituations  which  I have 
hitherto  feen  in  America.  The  view  is  not  very 
. extenfive,  but  it  embraces  a great  number  of  gen- 
tle elevations  on  both  {ides  of  the  river,  and  filled 
with  houfes.  It  follows  the  Delaware  for  tveo 
miles  and  to  the  head  of  the  Great  Falls,  and  is 
bounded,  at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  miles,  by 
the  chain  of  the  Scotch  mountains,  along  the  fide 
of  which  the  road  runs  towards  Eafton.  The 
lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Belvidere  are  fold 
.at  from  forty  to  forty-eight  dollars  the  acre.  The 
town-lots,  which  are  a quarter  of  an  acre,  bring 
at  prefent  from  a hundred  to  a hundred  and 
twrenty-five  dollars.  The  lands  fome  miles  far- 
ther are  fold  for  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  dollars 
the  acre,  and  thofe  in  Pennfylvania  at  the  fame 
diftance  are  always  three  or  four  dollars  dearer, 
although  not  of  better  quality  than  thofe  in  Jer- 
fey.  This  proceeds  from  the  fuperior  excellence 
of  the  Pennfylvania  laws,  the  more  flourifhing 
ftate  of  the  finances,  which  requires  lefs  taxes 
than  in  Jerfey  for  the  expences  of  government; 
-and,  finally,  from  the  dependence  of  that  part 
of  the  ftate  of  Jerfey  upon  Philadelphia  for  its 
{ales  and  returns. 

Thefe  motives,  however,  do  not  appear  fuffi- 
clent  to  occallon  fo  great  a difference  of  price  be- 
tween lands  of  the  fame  quality,  and  in  the  fame 
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li tuition.  This  difference  however  does'  exilb 
and  the  Pennfyl vania  fide  is  by  far  the  more  po- 
pulous. 

Although  negro  flavery  be  countenanced  by 
the  laws  of  Jerfey,  the  number  of  flaves  is  not 
there  fo  considerable  as  to  prevent  the  neceflity 
of  the  labour  of  whites.  Labourers  are  fcarce  : 
the  free  negroes,  who  hire  themfelves  out,  receive, 
like  other  labourers,  half  a dollar  a day  and  their 
board. 

I had  a letter  from  Mr.  Drayton,  Speaker, 
of  the  Houfe  of  Representatives  of  Congrefs,  to 
Major  Hope,  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Belvidere. 
He  was  formerly  proprietor  of  all  the  land  on 
which  the  town  is  now  built,  and  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen  hundred  acres  around  it,  which  he  pur- 
chafed  thirty  years  ago,  for  four  dollars  an  acre. 
At  that  time  it  was  in  a defert  irate.  He  has 
retained  only  three  hundred  acres,  on  which  is 
built  a pretty  but  very  Small  houfe  that  he  occu- 
pies. He  received  me  with  that  cordial  politc- 
nefs  and  Simplicity  which  I have  found  all  through 
America/and  would  have  had  me  flay  with  him 
a week,  alluring  me  that  it  would  put  him  to  no 
trouble  or  inconvenience.  I departed  however 
after  having  palled  half  a daÿ  with  him. 

'I 'his  country,  as  well  as  all  the  way  I travelled 
trom  Philadelphia,  is  full  of  little  birds  of  the 
M 2 Size 


1Ô4 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


fize  and  kind  of  a blackbird  ; they  are  black, 
but  their  head  is  of  the  moft  brilliant  plumage. 
They  fly  from  branch  to  branch,  and  on  the  in- 
elofures  round  the  fields,  and  do  not  feem  to  be 
frightened  at  the  approach  of  travellers. 

The  moft  common  trees  in  the  woods  are  the 
cephalantus,  the  black  and  white  walnut,  the 
Canada  beech,  the  fumach,  the  rhus  toxicoden- 
drum,  the  laurel,  the  benjamin  and  the  faflafras. 


HACKETSTOWN. 

A fucceftion  of  hills,  preceding  the  chain  of 
the  Scotch  mountains,  leads  to  Hackefftown, 
where  I flept  the  25th  of  June.  We  meet  then 
conftantly  mountains  and  defcents  through  a very 
rocky  country  ; although,  fometimes,  the  road 
runs  for  a mile  or  two  through  valleys.  This 
road  prefents  nothing  agreeable  to  the  view.  Ex- 
cept thefe  firft  hills  neareft  the  Delaware,  all  the 
reft  is  thinly  inhabited,  and  of  courfe  poorly  cul- 
tivated. The  houfes  are  rudely  built  of  trunks 
of  trees,  and  have  a miferable  appearance.  . Oc- 
cafionally  we  meet  with  buildings  fomewhat  bet- 
ter, but  thefe  are  few.  We  fee  alfo  meadows  of 
confiderable  extent.  This  indeed  is  the  moft 
uftial  kind  of  agriculture  in  thefe  mountains  ; 
where,  however,  v/e  find  alfo  fome  rye,  corn,  and 
maize,  which  is  little  cultivated  on  the  Jerfey 

fide 
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fide  of  the  banks  of  the  Delaware.  Apple  or- 
chards are  likewife  very  common. 

Five  miles  from  Belvidere  is  Oxford-forge,  fo 
called  from  the  name  of  the  townfhip  in  which 
it  is  fituated.  This  work  had  been  given  up 
for  fome  years,  and  was  lately  renewed  by  Mr. 
Roberdeau,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  with  whom 
I dined  at  the  houfe  of  Major  Hope  : it  is  not 
yet  carried  on  with  fpirit.  Five  miles  farther 
is  Mintfmill,  fo  called  from  the  name  of  the  pro-  ■ 
prietor.  The  river  is  eroded  by  the  bank  of  the 
mill,  which  is  very  narrow,  and  a foot  deep,  of 
water  when  the  mill  is  not  going  : the  water 
then  falls  about  twelve  feet,  and  is  twenty  fa- 
thoms wide.  A little  canoe,  which  was  lying  by 
the  bank,  frightened  my  horfe,  who,  to  fave  him- 
felf,  leaped  into  the  canoe,  which  he  overfet  ; 
but,  although  I run  a great  rifk,  he  carried  me  out 
fafely,  and  better  than  he  would  have  been  able 
to  do  from  the  cafcade  into  which  we  muft  have 
fallen,  but  for  this  ridiculous  leap.  This  is  th«^ 
fame  Creek  Pifquefli  which  I paiTed  before  on 
a bridge  four  miles  higher.  The  lands  are  in- 
different in  all  this  tradt  ; they  fell  for  fix  or  fe- 
ven  dollars  an  acre.  The  generality  of  the  in- 
habitants are  Germans  or  fons  of  Germans  ; there 
are  alfo  a number  of  Irifh,  and  people  from  New 
England.  Hacketftown  is  a long  paltry  village, 
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thinly  and  badly  inhabited.  It  lies  half  a mile 
from  the  Scotch  mountains,  which  are  called 
Cooly,  or,  the  Mufkinigunk  Mountains.  The 
water  is  brackifti  and  very  bad.  Fevers  are  alfo. 
frequent  here  in  autumn,  which  is  the  cafe  in 
all  parts  of  Jerfey,  particularly  thofe  to  the  north 
and  the  middle  of  the  Hate.  The  lands  at  and 
about  Hacketftown  are  fold  at  from  fix  to  nine 
dollars  an  acre,  and  are  generally  kept  in  meadow. 
The  produce  which  is  not  confumed  in  the  coun- 
try, and  all  the  articles  of  iron  manufactured  at 
the  forge,  are  carried  to  New  York,  or  rather  to 
Elizabeth  to- wn,  from  whence  they  are  Ihipped  for 
New  York.  Four  thoufand  pounds  of  hay  is 
the  general  produce  of  an  acre,  and  eighteen  or 
twenty  bufiiels  of  rye,  or  Indian  corn,  in  the  lands 
under  that  culture.  Labourers  are  found  rather 
eafier  this  year  than  in  the  two  preceding  ones, 
trade  being  lefs  quick  at  New  York.  They  are 
paid  at  Hacketftown  three  quarter-doilars  a day, 
if  they  board  themfelves,  or  the  half  of  that  fum 
with  their  board.  The  country  abounds  in  iron 
mines,  which  are  faid  to  be  very  rich,  and' are 
found  at  a very  fmall  depth. 

Three  miles  from  Hacketftown  there  is  a fpring 
of  ferruginous  mineral  water,  pretty  much  fre- 
quented in  ftimmer,  and  it  would  be  ftiil  more 
lo  if  better  fitted  up,  but  the  fpring  is  fcarcely 

covered. 
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covered.  An  old  cafk,  Handing  in  the  open  air, 
and  covered  with  a bunch  of  willows,  is  the 
common  bathing  place  ; there  is  no  other  : and 
as  there  is  no  houfe  built  at  the  place,  thofi  who 
come  to  drink  the  waters  are  obliged  to  lodge  in 
the  neighbouring  farm-houfcs,  and  it  they  with 
to  drink  wine  they  muft  carry  it  with  them. 
The  property  of  the  ground  in  which  the  fpring 
is  fituated  being  under  difpute  between  two  per- 
sons, there  is  no  faying  when  this  place,  which 
would  produce  great  profits  to  one  that  would 
arrange  it  conveniently,  will  receive  any  melio- 
ration. 

About  two  miles  before  reaching  Hacketftown, 
at  the  foot  of  a mountain  which  I alcended  on 
foot,  I perceived  in  the  wood,  fixty  or  feventy 
feet  from  the  road,  fomething  of  confiderable 
fize,  the  form  of  which  I could  not  diftinguifh, 
but  it  feemed  to  hang  on  a tree  : this  was  to- 
wards evening.  I went  up  to  it,  and  it  appeared 
to  be  a dead  animal,  but  having  touched  it  vvith 
my  wrhip,  it  leaped  to  the  ground  ; it  w7 ent  flowîy 
into  the  w7ood,  emitting  a foetid  fmell.  It  was 
an  opoflum,  of  which  I had  feen  a great  many 
at  Philadelphia,  but  had  not  before  found  them 
in  the  woods.  This  one  muft  have  been  a foot 
and  an  half  long,  including  the  tail,  which  was 
about  half  a foot.  The  tail  is  flat  and  covered 
M 4 with 


lj5S  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

with  a kind  of  rough  fcales,  which  enables  it  tq 
fufpend  itfelf  from  the  trees.  They  are  very 
common  in  Jerfey,  Pennfylyania,  and  Maryland. 
The  remarkable  peculiarity  of  this  animal  is  a 
kind  of  bag,  which  the  females  have  under  their 
belly,  where  they  keep  their  young  from  the  time, 
they  are  brought  forth,  and  where  they  remain 
till  they  are  able  tq  run.  Thefe  animals  live  on 
fruit,  fie fli,  and  on  birds,  when  they  can  catch 
them.  There  are  alfo  in  Jerfey  rats  and  racoons. 
The  fkin  of  the  racoon  fells  at  Philadelphia  for 
two  or  three  {hillings.  The  hatters  mix  the  hair 
of  it  with  beaver  and  rabbits  hair  to  make  hats. 
Some  perfons  cpnfider  a racoon  a delicate  morfel  ; 
to  me  it  was  execrable,  although  I ate  it  more 
readily  than  1 did  young  bear,  which  I found  ex- 
cellent. 

THE  ROAD  TO  MORRISTOWN.— REYNHARD. 

In  travelling  from  Hacketftown  we  crofs  the 
Creek  Mufkinigunk,  which  falls  into  the  Dela- 
ware five  or  fix  miles  below,  and  thçfe  are  the 
laft  waters  that  take  this  courfe  ; the  Scotch* 
Cooly,  or  Mufkinigunk  mountains,  throwing 
them  the  other  way.  This  chain  of  mountains, 
as  I have  already  mentioned,  is  a continuation 
of  the  Lehigh  mountains.  The  creeks  beyond 
them  run  either  into  the  Bay  of  New  York  or 

the 
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the  North  River  ; but  thofe  only  that  are  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  Rate  take  this  courfe.  Thefe 
mountains  are  not  very  high,  but  are  the  higheft 
in  Jerfey.  They  are  about  a mile  broad.  The 
lands  are  very  indifferent  and  thinly  inhabited  ; 
and  the  few  inhabitants  are  talking  of  emigrat- 
ing towards  the  weftern  territory,  or  to  TenefTee. 
Great  part  of  them  are  Germans.  At  the  foot 
of  thefe  mountains  we  crofs  one  of  the  fources 
of  the  Rariton,  a river  by  which  is  carried  pn  the 
navigation  between  Brunfwick  and  New  York. 
Here  we  quitted  the  county  of  Suffex,  which 
contains  nineteen  thoufand  free  inhabitants,  and 
a hundred  and  fifty  flaves.  My  horfe  was  fo  hurt 
with  the  faddle  that  I was  obliged  to  flop  at  the 
firff  tavern  I found.  I happily  fell  upon  the 
houfe  of  one  of  the  worthieft  and  mod  obliging 
men  living,  Reynhakd,  of  German  extraction, 
who  took  charge  of  my  horfe  till  it  fhould  be 
healed,  which  might  take  a fortnight,  and  who 
lent  me  one  to  go  to  Morriftown,  where  I could 
find  the  means  of  getting  to  New  York.  He"& 
proprietor  of  a farm  of  three  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  for  which  he  paid,  two  years  ago,  five  dol- 
lars an  acre,  being  the  common  price  in  the  coun- 
try. The  ftate  of  culture  and  the  prices  are  pretty 
much  the  fame  as  on  the  other  fide  of  the  moun- 
tains ; the  lands  are  however  better.  They  have 
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fewn  no  corn  fincc  four  or  five  years  ago,  when 
the  Heffian  fly  deflroyed  two  fucceffive  crops. 
They  propofe  to  recommence  that  culture  next 
year,  thefe  flies  appearing  to  have  quitted  Jerfey. 
The  townfhip  where  Mr.  Reynhard’s  tavern  is 
fituated  is  called  Flanders.  It  is  in  a great  mea- 
sure peopled  with  Irifh,  or  emigrants  from  New' 
England. 

There  are  twro  churches  in  the  neighbourhood, 
one  of  Methodifts,  and  the  other  Prefbyterians. 

In  Jerfey,  as  well  as  Pennfyivania,  the  expence 
of  worfhip  is  defrayed  by  voluntary  fubfcription. 
No  perfon  pays  who  does  not  chufe,  and  there  are 
many  who  contribute  nothing. 

Mr.  Reynhard  alfo  keeps  a flore.  The  price  of 
carriage  from  his  houfe  to  Elizabethtown,  thirty- 
two  miles  diftancc,  is  three  dollars  and  three 
quarters  the  thoufand  weight.  The  price  of  flores 
is  here  five  and  twenty  per  cent  dearer  than  at 
New  York  ; but  a perfon  mufl  be  both  fkilful 
and  fortunate  to  clear  half  the  profit  of  wThat  fo, 
high  a price  feems  to  promife.  The  greatefl  fale 
is.  of  liquors,  and  the  number  of  neighbours  who 
come  to  drink  without  paying  is  confiderably 
greater  than  of  thofe  who  do  pay.  It  is,  there- 
fore, neceffary  to  follow  the  practice  of  courts  ; 
the  one  half  of  the  money  of  thofe  who  pay  re- 
mains  here,  as  elfewhere,  in  the  hands  ofjuflice. 

A flore- 
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A ftore-keeper,  who  fhould  refufe  to  give  credit, 
would  here  fell  nothing  : fo  at  leaf:  1 was  told  by 
the  worthy  Reynhard.  Other  articles  pay  better, 
but  do  not  make  a quick  return.  Although  the 
legal  currency  of  the  Rate  of  Jerfey  ds  the  fame 
with  that  of  Penniylvania,  namely,  feven  ftiil- 
lings  and  fixpence  the  dollar,  the  great  traffic 
with  New  York  makes  the  New  York  currency 
(eight  fliillings  the  dollar)  more  common  in  that 
part  of  Jerfey,  where  this  commerce  is  carried 
on  ; and  in  that  currency  they  make  their  mar- 
kets and  Rate  their  accounts. 

THE  ROAD  FROM  REYNHARD’S  TAVERN  TO 
MORRISTOWN.— MORRISTOWN. 

The  country,  after  leaving  Flanders,  is  every 
where  mountainous  ; they  become  lower  and 
lower  as  we  proceed,  but  we  do  not  entirely  lofe 
them  till  within  a few  miles  of  Morriftown.  All 
this  way  the  houfes  are  very  indifferent,  and  very 
third v fcattered.  The  lands  feem  to  be  fome- 

v 

what  better.  The  mold  common  crops  are  ghfs, 
rye,  and  Indian  corn.  The  bread  ufcd  in  this 
part  of  Jerfey  is  moftly  of  rye,  as  bread  of  Indian 
corn  is  mold  common  in  New  England. 

Morriftown,  the  capital  of  Morris  county, 
which  we  enter  on  crofting  a branch  of  the  Rari~ 

ton. 
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ton,  is  a pretty  village,  confuting  of  a hundred 
houfes,  difperfed  over  the  hillocks  around.  Here 
is  the  court  of  juftice,  a Prefbyterian  church, 
and  the  great  fquare  laid  out  for  the  centre  of  the 
town,  but  which  can  never  be  regular  from  the 
fituation  of  the  grounds.  Befides  the  Prefbyte- 
rian church,  vthich  is  tolerably  handfome,  there 
is  another  belonging  to  the  Anabaptifts,  and  an 
academy,  well  built  and  refpedlably  conducted. 
The  fcholars  fent  away  from  this  are  fit  for  the 
fécond  clafs  in  the  college  of  Princetown. 

' All  the  houfes  in  Morriftown  are  of  wrood, 
neat  and  well  painted.  The  town-lots  coft  from 
eighty  to  a hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  Here, 
as  in  all  this  part  of  Jerfey,  moft  of  the  ground 
is  in  grafs  and  Indian  corn.  They  rear  a good 
many  cattle,  which  they  fend  to  Philadelphia  and 
New  York.  The  fear  of  the  Heffian  fly  has  pre- 
vented the  farmers  here  from  refuming  the  cul- 
ture of  corn  ; fome  of  them,  however,  mean  to 
attempt  it  next  year.  There  is  at  Morriftown  a 
fmall  “ Society  for  the  encouragement  of  Agri- 
culture and  ufeful  Arts.”  From  what  1- could 
learn  of  fome  of  the  moft  zealous  of  its  members, 
it  has  only  the  title — it  does  nothing  : the  fub- 
feription  of  the  members  furnifhes  a library,  which 
at  prefent  confifts  of  no  more  than  twTo  hundred 

volumes, 
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volumes,  and  in  which,  according  to  the  fenfible 
inftitution  of  the  founders,  there  are  to  be  no 
books  either  of  law  or  divinity* 

CHATHAM  AND  NEWARK. 

Chatham,  lying  eight  miles  from  Morriftown, 
is  the  firft  village  we  find  on  the  New  York  road. 
Here  the  plain  commences,  and  afterwards  the 
ground  becomes  uneven  as  far  as  Newark.  The 
agriculture  and  vent  for  the  produce,  all  the  way 
to  Newark,  is  nearly  the  fame  as  at  Morriftown, 
The  country  is  ftill  more  covered  with  orchards 
of  apples,  cherries,  and  peaches.  They  complain 
in  Jerfey  of  a fmall  worm,  which  infirmâtes  itfelf 
into  the  roots  of  the  peach  trees,  and  kills  the 
tree  in  a year  or  two  after  it  has  attacked  it. 
They  have  not  been  able  to  difcover  either  the 
caufe  of  this  worm,  or  a method  to  deftroy  it. 
Peach-brandy  is  neverthelefs  nearly  as  confider- 
able  an  article  of  commerce  in  Jerfey  as  cyder- 
brandy. 

The  inhabitants  of  Jerfey,  belt  informed  upon 
that  fubjeét,  told  me,  that  they  export  more  of 
thefe  two  kinds  of  brandy  than  they  export  of 
mm,  wine-brandy,  gin,  and  wine.  Their  export 
muft  therefore  be  great,  as  the  confumption  of 
foreign  fpirits  is  not  lefs  confiderable  in  Jerfey 
than  elfe  where. 
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The  red  fruit,  of  which  there  are  feveral  kinds 
unknown  in  Europe,  abounds  in  the  county  of 
Effex  ; bounded  by  the  river  Pafiaik,  a mile  from 
Chatham,  which  contains  feventeen  thoufand 
free  inhabitants,  and  thirteen  hundred  haves. 

Lands  fell  at  Chatham,  and  at  Springfield  (four 
miles  beyond  Newark),  at  from  thirty  to  forty* 
five  dollars  the  acre.  The  foil  is  good  ; the  houfes 
increafe  in  number  and  become  better  as  we  ap* 
proach  Newark,  which  is  itfelf  one  of  the  fineft 
villages  in  America,  in  point  of  extent,  plan,  the 
great  number  of  good  houfes,  and  the  widenefe 
of  the  ftreets,  which  are  covered  generally  with 
turf,  and  planted  with  trees; 

The  people  of  Jerfey  feem  to  be  very  much 
divided  in  their  political  opinions.  Nobody,  or 
at  leaft  very  few,  now  fpeaks  of  George  Wafh- 
ington.  The  new  Prefident  fee  ms  not  to  infpire 
the  fame  confidence  as  his  predecefibr  did.  They* 
dread  a war  with  France.  They  conftantly  afk 
any  traveller  coming  'from  Philadelphia  whom 
they  meet,  and  who  appears  to  be  a Frenchman, 
whether  they  are  to  have  a war  with  France  ; and 
tills  quellion  is  generally  accompanied  with  evK 
dent  marks  of  difapprobation  of  the  party  which 
is  thought  to  incline  to  that  war.  I fincereJy 
hope  no  fuch  event  will  take  place.  It  would  be 
a great  misfortune  . to  this  country,  where  the 

people 
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people  are  virtuous,  tranquil,  and  happy,  and 
which  will  require  yet  a long  duration  of  the 
bleffings  of  peace  to  confirm  its  profperity,  to  ce- 
ment its  union,  to  fweeten  the  ill  blood  of  parties* 
and  to  infure  its  real  independence.  It  would 
alfo  be  a ferions  misfortune  to  France,  while  it 
would  ocealion  great  joy  to  England,  and  would 
give  pleafure  to  all  the.  enemies  of  liberty  and 
free  conilitutions. 

HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT  OF.  THE  STATE  OF  JERSEY, 
The  firfi:  eftablifh meats  made  in  New  Jerfey 
were  by  the  Dutch,  lhortly  after  their  arrival  at 
the  north  river,  under  the  conduct  of  Admiral 
Hudson.  The  feulements  were  made- along  the 
river  Delaware,  and  were  abandoned  by  the  tame 
Dutchmen  in  1Ô3  4.  They  were,  in  1Ô2Ô,  taken 
poffeffion  of  by  the  Swedes,  who,  advifed  by 
William  Useling,  a rich  merchant  of  that 
kingdom,  of  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  lands* 
formed  a company.  King  G.usta vus  Adol- 
phus, the  nobility  and  clergy,  and  a number  of 
individuals  in  Sweden,  fumiflied  money  td  the 
company,  who  lent  to  North  America,  in  fie  veil 
or  eight  veifels,  a confiderable  number  of  Swedifii 
and  Finlander  colonifts.  They  arrived  at  Cape 
Henlepon  in  1Ô2Ô,  and  the  company’s  agents 
purchafed  from  the  Indians  all  the  lands  fituated 
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between  that  cape,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dela- 
ware, and  the  falls  of  that  river,  lying  under  thé 
forty-firft  degree  of  latitude.  The  colony  there 
formed  feulements,  built  forts  along  the  river* 
and  called  the  country  New  Sweden;  but  were 
intirély  difpoffeffed  and  . driven  off  in  1055,  by 
the  Dutch,  who  fent  to  Holland  all  the  agents, 
officers,  and  principal  Swediili  inhabitants,  as  pri- 
foners  of  war  ; put  the  country  under  the  Dutch 
government,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  New  Al- 
bion. The  Dutch  were  themfelves  expelled  by 
the  Engliffi,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second  ; 
and  this  territory  was,,  in  1672,  granted  by  thé 
king  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York.  It  was 
foon  after  fold  by  him  to  Lord  Berkley  and 
Sir  George  Carteret,  who  gave  it  the  name 
of  New  Jerfey,  and  eflablifhed  at  Elizabethtown 
the  feat  of  government  of  the  colony.  The  co^ 
ïony  of  New  Jerfey  made  part  of  the  province  of 
New  York  till  1Ô80,  when  the  proprietors  eftab- 
lilhed  it  as  a feparate'  province; 

À confiderable  number  of  Quakers  from  'Lon- 
don and  York  came  here  to  fettle,  arid  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  little  town  of  Burlington,  hav- 
ing purchafed  the  territory . from  the  Indians. 
That  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Delaware  was  pur- 
chafed by  William  Penn,  wdio  was  one  of  the 
company  known  under  the  name  of  The  Twelve. 

Proprietors 1 
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Proprietors , and  is  the  diftricl  v/hich  afterwards 
formed  thé  ftate  of  Delaware. 

The  quarrels  which  took  place  between  the 
proprietors  of  New  Jerfey  and  the  inhabitants, 
from  the  avidity  of  the  former,  determined  both 
parties  to  put  the  government  of  the  colony  un- 
der the  fovereignty  of  the  crown  of  England.  It 
was  then  united  to  the  government  of  New 
York,  and  continued  fo  till  1730,  when  its  po- 
pulation having  greatly  increafed,  it  was  once 
more  erebted  into  a feparate  ftate.  In  1770,  New 
Jerfey  formed  its  new  conftitution,  wrhich  it  has 
retained  without  any  alteration  fmce  that  period, 

THE  CONSTITUTION  AND  LAWS  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 

The  legiftature  is  compofed  of  à general  affem- 
bly  and  a legiflative  council.  Each  county,  of 
wrhich  there  are  in  New  Jerfey  thirteen,  names 
three  members  of  the  general  affemhly,  and  one 
of 'the  legiflative  council. 

The  qualifications  to  be  a member  of  the  ge* 
neral  aftembly  are— a refidence  in  the  coiyity  for 
at  leaf!:  a year,  and  a property  of 'five  hundred 
pounds,  or  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty-three  ddk 
lars  and  one-third.  v. 

The  qualifications  of  a membel  of  the  legis- 
lative body  ars—a  fimilar  refidence,  and  a pro- 
perty, real  or  perfonal,  of  one  thoufand  pdunds. 
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The  qualifications  of  an  eledor  are — to  be 
twenty- one  years  of  age,  to  be  refident  for  a 
year  in  the  county,  and  to  poflefs  a fortune  of 
fifty  pounds. 

The  legiflative  council,  as  well  as  the  affembly, 
can  propofe  and  modify  any  laws,  except  thofe 
relative  to  the  finances,  which,  they  have  the 
power  merely  of  confirming  or  rejecting. 

The  governor  is.  elected  by  the  legillature  ; and 
the  conftitution  prefcribes  no  qualification  of  age, 
fortune,  or  any  other,  for  that  office  ; — it  fimply 
fays,  that  the  legillature  fhall  eleél  a prop'er  per- 
fon  to  fill  it. 

The  duration  of  the  functions  of  the  two  houfes 

the  legi-flature,  and  of  the  governor/  is  one 
year. 

The  fame  perfon  may  be  defied  governor  as 
often  as  the  legillature  chufes  to  appoint  him. 

The  legiflative  council  is  the  governor’s  execu- 
tive council  ; three  members  form  a fufficient 
number  to  exercife  with  him  the  executive  func- 
tions. The  governor  unites  the  functions  of  pre- 
fident  of  the  executive  council,  chancellor,  and 
commander  of  the  forces:  he  can,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  executive  council,  grant  pardons,  even 
of  high  treafom 

The  council  is  alfo  a court  of  appeal  from  the 
décidons  of  the  courts  of  law;  but  the  council 

mu*ft. 
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muft)  in  this  cafe,  confift  of  at  leaft  feven  mem- 
bers, with  the  governor» 

The  nomination  of  the  judges*  the  fapericr 
officers  of  the  militia,  the  juftices  of  the  peace* 
the  attorney-general,  and  the  fecretary  of  ftate*  is 
made  by  the  council.  All  other  officers  are  eledled 
by  the  counties,  except  the  officers  of  militia* 
who  are  chofen  by  their  companies. 

The  judiciary  ftate  confifts  of  a fupreme  court* 
a court  of  common  pleas,  and  juftices  of  the 
peace.  The  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  are 
chofen  for  feven  years  ; the  others  for  five  ; and 
they  may  be  re-eledled.  An  impeachment  againft 
them  is  made  by  the  legiflature,  and  judged  by 
the  council. 

Uncontrouled  liberty  of  confidence  is  granted 
by  the  conftitution  ; which  even  declares,  that  no 
tax  can  be  impofed  for  fuppordng  public  wcrfhip, 
repairing  churches,  &c. 

The  conftitution  gives  the  accufed  the  fame 
privilege  of  producing  teftimony  in  his  favour, 
as  is  allowed  to  the  accufer  againft  him. 

The  conftitution  declares,  that  the  property  of 
fuicides  is  not  forfeited  to  the  ftate,  but  ought  to 
pafs  to  their  heirs,  as  in  cafes  of  natural  death  ; 
nor  does  the  inftrument  by  . which  the  death  was 
mflicted  become,  as  in  England,  the  property  of 
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tHe  ftate,  In  general  it  confirms  tlhe  Englifh 
laws,  where  they  are  not  revoked. 

Full  liberty  of  bequeathing  is  given  ; and  in 
refpeél  of  wills  there  is  no  alteration  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  law,  except  the  addition  of  fome  fimple  forms, 
required  to  conftitute  their  validity. 

The  property  of  perfons  dying  integrate  is  di- 
vided into  three  parts  ; one-third  to  the  widow, 
and  the  other  two  divided  equally  among  the 
children,  or  their  reprefentatives  ; — in  default  of 
children,  the  widow  enjoys  one  half,  and  the  other 
half  is  diftributed  among  the  neareft  relations.  If 
a perfon  die  inteftate  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
and  leave  no  widow  or  child,  his  fortune  is  di- 
vided equally  between  his  brothers,  his  lifters* 
and  his  mother. 

According  to  a law  of  3 7Q2,  marriages  may  be 
performed  by  a minifter  of  the  church,  or  by  a 
jufticè  of  peace,  in  the  option  of  the  parties.  The 
marriage  internment  muft  be  fent  to  the  fecretary 
of  the  county,  and  regiteered  in  a book,  which  k 
evidence  in  the  courts. 

Divorces,  which  formerly  wrere  granted  by  the, 
legiflature,  are  now  pronounced  by  the  court  of 
châncery,  in  virtue  of  a law  of  1/Q4.  They  are 
granted  in  cafes  of  adultery — repeated  bad  treat- 
ment—deferti  on  for  feyen years— andalfo  in  cafes 
where  the  marriage  has  d>een  contracted  between 
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pcrfons  within  the  degrees  of  propinquity  prohi- 
bited by  the  laws  of  the  ftate. 

Every  imprifoned  debtor  may,  by  a law  paffed 
in  1 7Q5,  be  fet  at  liberty  by  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  upon  his  furrendering  all  his  property,  ac- 
cording to  a declaration  made  by  him  before  that 
court,  except  fome  very  trifling  furniture  for  him 
and  his  wife.  If  his  declaration  be  proved  falfè, 
he  is  puniflied  with  the  pains  of  perjury.  If, 
after  his  fentence  of  liberation,  it  can  be  proved, 
that  in  his  declaration  he  has  concealed  any  part 
of  his  effets,  fuch  effects  are  to  be  made  over  to 
his  creditors,  befldes  his  being  puniflied.  But  the 
property  wThich  he  may  acquire  after  his  difeharge 
is  not  fubjedt  to  be  claimed  by  his  creditors. 

By  the  criminal  code,  revifed  in  1 796,  the  pu- 
nifliment  of  death  is  confined  to  perfons  convicted 
of  high  trerffon,  premeditated  murder,  and  at- 
tempts to  refeue  from  prifon  thofe  accufed  of  ca- 
pital crimes.  All  other  crimes  are  puniflied  by 
greater  or  lefs  fines,  and  a longer  or  fliotter  foli- 
tary  confinement.  It  is  the  legiflation  of  Penn- 
fylvania  a little  foftened.  A law  of  the  laft  feffion 
has  diredted  the  erection  of  a prifon,  on  the  mo- 
del of  that  of  Philadelphia,  where  fimilar  works 
are  to  be  eftabliihed. 

The  negro  flaves  are  fubjedi  to  the  fame  laws, 
and  tried  before  the  fame  tribunals,  The  courts 
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may  order  them  to  be  whipped*  inftead  of  being 
imprifoned,  The  pain  of  death  is  not  inflicted 
bn  a matter  for  the  murder  of  his  flave  ; but  in 
that  cafe,  or  where  he  wounds  him  feverely,  he  is 
punifhed  by  fine  and  imprifonment.  There  is  no 
reftriCtion  upon  flavery  in  the  ftate  of  Jerfey,  nor 
is  there  any  law  yet  made  to  put  an  end  to  it  ; 
but  a law  of  1 788  directs,  that  all  flaves  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  be  taught  to  read, 
charges  their  matters  with  this  duty,  fubjeCting 
them,  in  cafe  of  neglecting  it,  to  a fine  of  twelve 
dollars  and  a third.  The  introduction  into  the 
ftate  of  other  flaves  is  forbidden,  by  a claufe  in 
the  fame  law. 

The  highways  are  repaired  in  this  ftate  by  the 
labour  of  the  inhabitants,  but  may,  in  their  op- 
tion, be  converted  into  money. 

The  ftage  coaches  belonging  to  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  are  fubjeCt  to  a duty  to  the  ftate 
of  Jerfey,  for  the  repairs  of  the  roads  through 
which  they  pafs. 

The  poor-laws  are  the  fame  as  in  moft  of  the* 
other  fiâtes.  Poor- houfes  are  eftablifhed  in  feve- 
ral  counties,  and  relief  is  alfo  given  to  paupers  at 
their  houfes,  under  the  direction  of  infpeCtors  of 
the  poor. 

The  law  for  the  obfervance  of  Sunday  is  here 
equally  ftriCt  as  in  New  England,  Every  inha^ 
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bitant  has  a right  to  arreft  a traveller  who  is  go- 
ing any  where  but  to,  a place  of  worfhip,  and 
carry  him  before  the  officers  of  juftice.  The  ftage 
coaches  are  not  to  travel  upon  a Sunday,  under 
pain  of  being  feized  ; but  this  law,  although  of  a 
recent  date,  is  only  executed  in  the  other  ftates 
where  it  is  promulgated.  They  travel  through 
Jerfey  on  Sunday,  in  the  fame  manner  as  on 
other  days  ; and  even  the  public  ftages,  which  do 
not  travel  during  the  morning  fervice,  are  not  in- 
terrupted during  the  reft  of  the  day,  more  than 
if  this  prohibitory  law  did  not  exift.  The  fame 
is  the  cafe  in  refpeft  to  the  laws  againft  gaming 
anddrunkennefs.  Laftly,  there  has  been  paflcd, 
in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  an  aCt  againft  horfe- 
racing  ; which  in  all  probability  will  be  put  in 
execution  no  more  than  the  other  twro,  as  it 
would  clafh  too  much  with  the  habits  of  the 
people  ; and  becaufe,  wrere  the  public  officers 
even  to  be  moft  ftri&ly  watchful,  there  would 
be  fo  many  ways  to  evade  their  vigilance.  Will 
men  never  then  leave  off  making  impracticable 
laws,  or  allowing  laws  not  executed  to  be  in 
force  ! Governments  do  not  fufficiently  confi- 
der,  that  there  cannot  be  a more  certain  way  of 
deftroying  the  morals  of  a people  ; for  the  fir  ft 
point  of  morality,  efpecially  among  a free  peo- 
ple, is  an  entire  obedfence  to  the  law,  and  to  all 
the  laws', 
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The  flate  of  Jerfey  encourages  thofe  works 
which  have  for  their  objedl  the  facilitating  com- 
munication by  inland  navigation  and  bridges,  and 
alfo  for  the  eredlion  of  the  college  ; and  for  thefe 
they  allow  lotteries,  which  are  otherwife  prohi- 
bited in  the  Hate.  Every  inhabitant  who  pur- 
chafes  a ticket  in  a lottery  not  fandioned  by  a 
law  of  the  {late,  and  even  in  the  lotteries  of  other 
fiâtes,  may  be  carried  before  the  magiftrates,  and 
punithed  by  a fine, 

A law  of  New  Jerfey,  pafled  in  17 94,  autho- 
rifes  any  foreigner,  belonging  to  a power  at  peace 
with  the  United  States,  to  acquire  and  pcfiefs 
property  in  the  {late,  as  if  he  were  a citizen. 
This  privilege  eeafes  at  the  end  of  1 799,  but  it 
will  undoubtedly  be  renewed. 

The  laws  of  the  {late  impofe  taxes  on  lands 
cultivated  and  uncultivated  ; houfes,  and  the  lots 
on  wfoich  they  are  built,  not  exceeding  ten  acres  ; 
forges,  furnaces,  mills  of  every  kind,  tan-works, 
paffage-boats,  {hips,  fifheries,  horfes,  and  cattle  ; 
and  laflly,  merchants  keeping  fhops,  and  batche-r 
lors,  either  keeping  horfes  and  {laves  or  not.  Car- 
riages of  every  kind  were  alfo  taxed  before  the  be- 
ginning of  the  prefent  year,  when  a law  was  made 
to  abolift  that  duty. 

All  thefe  objedls  of  taxation  are  valued  from 
time  to  time  at  a certain  rate  by  the  legiflature  ; 
the  lands  by  a fcale  of  degree  according  to  their 
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fertility  and  fttuatiom  The  valuation  is  every 
where  low. 

An  affeifor,  appointed  annually  by  each  town- 
fhip,  demands  of  every  inhabitant  a declaration 
of  his  taxable  property,  and  makes  up  a ftate- 
ment  of  it.  Any  perfon  refufing  to  give  fuch  de- 
claration, or  giving  a falfe  one,  may  be  charged 
by  the  affeifor  double  what  he  eftimates  may  be 
the  tax  of  the  perfon  refufing, 

Horles  and  cattle  are  taxed  at  the  fame  rate 
throughout  all  the  ftate,  The  taxes  upon  licences, 
flaves,  &c.  never  vary,  and  are  called  fpecific 
taxes. 

On  a day  appointed,  all  the  affeffors  for  the 
county  meet,  and  bring  with  them  the  ftate- 
ments  of  the  taxable  property  of  their  feveral 
townfhips.  The  amount  of  the  fpecific  taxes 
payable  in  the  county  is  then  calculated,  and  the 
difference  between  thefe  and  the  fum  required 
from  the  county  is  affeffed  upon  the  different 
townfhips,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  affeffors.  The  detailed  ftatement  of 
thefe  affeffments,  figned  by  each  afleffor,  is  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  collector  for  the  county. 

Each  affeifor  then  gives  to  the  collector  of  the 
townfhip  a ftate  of  the  fums  he  i$  to  collect.  A 
fimilar  lift  is  fent  to  the  collector  for  the  county, 
to  be  by  him  laid  before  the  legiflature. 
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Three  proprietors,  n^med  by  the  general  af- 
fembjy  of  each  townfhip,  are  the  judges  of  ap- 
peal to  whom  the  perfons  taxed  have  a right  to 
apply. 

If  the  collector  do  not  receive  the  tax  in  the 
çourfe  of  a month  after  demanding  it,  he  makes 
a complaint  to  a juftice  of  the  peace,  who  grants 
a warrant  to  fell  the  defaulters  goods,  to  the 
amount  of  the  tax  and  charges. 

The  collector  for  the  townfhip  pays  the  amount 
of  the  money  received  by  him  into  the  collector 
for  the  county,  who  pays  into  the  treafurer  of  the 
ifate  the  amount  of  the  money  received  from  all 
the  collectors  of  townfhips  in  the  county. 

The  law  has  provided  againft  the  negligence 
and  difhonefiy  of  the  collectors,  by  making  the 
townfhips  and  counties  who  chufe  them,  refpon- 
fible  for  the  monies  received  by  them. 

The  affeffors  receive  for  their  trouble  one  and 
three  quarters  per  cent  of  the  fums-  they  aflefs  : 
the  collectors  for  townfhips  have  the  fame  al- 
lowance. This  three  and  a half  per  cent  is  levied  * 
with  taxes  of  the  townfhip.  Th.e  coforniffioners 
of  appeal  are  paid  a dollar  for  every  day  they  are 
employed.  The  collectors  for  the  counties  receive 
a penny  in  the  pound,  or  the  two  hundred  and 
fortieth  part  of  the  furhs  they  pay  into  the  trea- 
sury of  the  ftate,  and  fix-pence  a mile  for  tra- 
velling 
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veiling  expences.  They  are  paid  by  the  trea- 
furer. 

The  taxable  articles,  according  to  the  low  valu^ 
ation  of  the  particulars  by  the  legiflature,  amount- 
ed,  in  1/94,  to  three  millions  four  hundred  and 
fourteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  two 
dollars. 

The  taxes  are  paid  regularly  and  promptly  in 
the  ftate  of  J erfey . 

The  expence  of  government  amounts  yearly  to 
about  twenty- feven  thoufand  dollars.  Jn  1796 
the  ftate  Hill  owed  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  dollars,  but  from  the  additional  taxes 
and  fome  other  refources,  this  debt  will  probably 
be  entirely  extinguifhed  in  four  years. 

According  to  a ftatement  of  the  balance  of  the 
debts  between  the  different  ftates  by  the  com- 
miffioners  of  Congrefs,  the  State  of  New  Jerfey 
is  a creditor  to  the  Union  in  forty-nine  thoufand 
dollars.  ♦ 

The  articles  on  wdiich  the  county  taxes  are 
raifed  are  the  fame  as  for  the  ftate  taxes. 

POPULATION  AND  INSTRUCTION. 

The  population  of  the  Sta^e  of  New  Jerfey  was, 
according  to  an  enumeration  made  in  I 791,  one 
hundred  and  eighty-four  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  thirty  inhabitants,  including  eleven  thoufand 
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four  hundred  and  twenty-three  flaves.  Its  extent 
is  calculated  at  about  eight  thoufand  four  hundred 
miles  fquarç,  which  gives  fomewhat  more  than 
twenty-two  inhabitants  to  the  mile  fquare.  The 
increafe  of  population  in  this  flate  is  inconfider- 
able,  there  being  a good  deal  of  emigration. 
Habit  more  than  neceffity  induces  this,  for  the 
quantity  of  uucultivated  land  is  yet  confiderable  ; 
it  is  in  general  capable  of  raifmg  good  crops,  and 
the  price  is  not  high.  We  may  perhaps  confider 
as  one  great  caufe  of  this  emigration,  that  New 
Jerfey  is  peopled  from  all  nations,  whence  there 
is  among  the  inhabitants  lefs  of  a national  fpirit 
towards  the  Hate,  if  I may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  United  States.  Bdides, 
thefe  people  of  different  nations,  fettled  in  Jer^ 
fey,  live  more  in  feparale  diftri^s  than  in  any 
other  of  the  fiâtes  ; and  when  there  is  any  emri 
gration  from  a particular  diflrifl,  it  generally, 
confifls  of  a number  of  families. 

There  can  be  no  where  lefs  attention  paid  to 
education  than  there  is  in  Jerfey.  The  legifla-  * 
tare  of  the  ftate  have  never  yet  taken  it  into  their 
confideration.  Some  fchools  are  kept  in  certain 
townflÿps  at  the  cxpence  of  fuch  of  the  inhabi- 
tants as  chufe  to  contribute  to  them.  The  num- 
ber of  thefe  is  not  confiderable.  They  pay  poor 
falaries  to  the  matter,  wTho  of  courfe , is  ignorant 

and 
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and  negligent.  Thus  no  people  in  the  United 
States  appear  to  me  more  ignorant  than  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerfey  ; and,  although  the  ftate  has, 
as  I have  already  mentioned,  a good  college  at 
Princetown,  and  fome  of  the  inhabitants  are  men 
of  merit  and  underftanding,  the  proportion  of  per- 
fons  of  education  is  much  lefs  here  than  in  any 
other  of  the  ftates. 

Toleration  in  religion  being  unbounded  in  New 
Jerfey,  all  forts  of  feéls  are  eftablifhed,  and  have 
places  for  worfhip  ; but  the  Prefbyterians  are  by 
far  the  molt  numerous. 

Few  of  the  families  in  Jerfey  make  cloth  or 
linen  for  their  ufe  ; they  purchafe  almoft  all  they 
want.  The  facility  with  which  /they  can  pro- 
cure foreign  goods  from  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia contributes  no  dpubt,  to  this  defedl  of 
domeftic  economy  in  the  people  of  the  ft  ate. 

COMMERCE. 

Although  in  Jerfey  is  fituated  Amboy,  one  of 
the  beft  ports  in  the  United  States,  acceffible 
from  the  fea,  and  by  a fingle  tide  to  all  forts  of 
veflels,  it  has  no  foreign  trade.  Its  vicinity  to 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  induces  its  inhabit, 
tants  to  get  every  thing  from  thefe  cities.,  The. 
communication  with  them  is  at  once  eafy  and 
fecure.  The  fale  of  their  produceis  more  cer- 
tain 
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tain  and  quick,  the  price  better,  the  choice  of 
returns  greater,  and  the  credit  longer  ; and,  laftly, 
old  cuftoms  : fuch  are  the  reafons  which  have 
always  rendered  fruitlefs  the  attemps  of  the  legif- 
lature  of  Jerfey  to  attradl  merchants  to  Amboy 
and  enlarge  its  trade.  The  country  furniflies  corn 
of  all  kinds,  plenty  of  wood,  lint  feed,  iron*  lea- 
ther, falt-meat,  and  is  particularly  famous  for 
hams.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  are  raifed  much  poultry,  and  they 
cultivate  a great  quantity  of  pulfe  * but  a very 
fmall  portion  of  all  thefe*  articles  of  produce  is 
exported  from  Amboy.  A number  of  the  veflels 
loaded  with  it  defcend  the  Rariton,  pafs  before 
Amboy,  and  proceed  with  their  cargoes  to  New 
York/  ..  r::  ; ,/  /, 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Amboy,  in 
was  Seventeen  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
three  dollars  ; in  1 7 Q2,  it  was  nineteen  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  twelve  dollars;  in  1/93,  it 
was  forty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy- 
three  dollars;  in  1794,  it  w^as  fifty-eight  thou- 
fand one  hundred.and  fifty-four  dollars  ; in  1795; 
it  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  feventeen  dollars;  and,  in  1796, 
it  was  fifty- feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  dollars. 

The  Rate  has  three  other  fmall  ports  where 

there 
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there  are  cuftom-houfes  ; Burlington,  on  the 
River  Delaware  ; Bridgetown,  oh  the  bay  of  that 
name  ; and  Great  Egg  Harbour,  on  the  fea  coaft  ; 
but  none  of  them  has  any  thing  of  what  may 
be  called  trade.  It  often  happens  that  in  a 
wdiole  year  there  does  not  fail  from  them  one 
foreign  vefifel.  This  may  be  feen  from  the  total 
exports  of  New  Jerfey,  in  which  are  included  thofe 
of  Amboy,  whereof  I have  given  the  amount. 
The  whole  of  thefe  exports  amounted,  in  1 791, 
to  twenty-fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  dollars  ; in 
1792,  to  twenty-three  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  five  dollars  ; in  1793,  to  fifty-four  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  feventy -eight  dollars  (the  three 
fmall  gorts  exported  nothing);  in  1795,  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand.  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen  dollars  ; and,  in  1 79§>  to  fifty-nine  thou- 
fand two  hundred  and  twenty-leven  dollars. 

.PATERSON  FALL. 

The  fall  of  the  River  Pafiaik,  about  twenty 
miles  from  New  York,  is  one  of  the  moil  noted 
in  North  America.  It  fhould  be  vifited  by  all 
thofe  who  admire  natural  curiofities.  The  courfe 
of  that  river  through  rocks,  which  it  has  rent  in 
precipitating  itfelf  from  a height  of  fixty-fix  feet, 
prefents  a grand  fpeclacle.  From  the  appearance 
of  the  foil  there  feems  formerly  to  have  been  two 
courfes,  but  which  by  fomc  convulfion  in  nature 
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have  fallen  into  one.  At  the  fall  it  is  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  feet  wide.  On  the  day  I vifited 
it  the  fun  fhone  bright  ; the  weather  was  hot, 
the  wind  pretty  high  ; all  which  circumftances 
combined  to  give  great  beauty  to  this  magnificent 
fcene.  There  is  an  agreeable  view  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  fall  over  a tolerably  well  cultivated 
plain. 

The  little  town  of  Paterfon  is  built  at.the  foot 
of  the  fall.  It  contains  a variety  of  machinery, 
but  all  in  a ftate  of  decay.  In  1 7Q 1 a com- 
pany was  formed  for  their  eftablifhment,  but  its 
funds  were  foon  confirmed,  indeed  before  they 
were  completed.  A lottery  was  granted  by  the 
State  of  Jerfey  to  affrft  it,  but  was  not  attended 
with  fuccefs.  They  talk  of  new  efforts.  Certainly 
no  fituation  can  be  better  adapted  for  all  kinds 
of  machinery. 

This  town  was  called  Paterfon,  after  William 
Paterson,  formerly  governor  of  New  York,  and 
who  is  at  this  day  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fu- 
prerrie  court  of  the  United  States.  He  is  one  of 
the  moft  refpedtable  and  enlightened  men  in  the* 
country.  He  was  appointed  by  the  legiflature  of 
New  Jerfey  to  revive  and  publifh  their  code  of 
laws.  The  lawr  which  conferred  upon  him  the 
commiffion,  gave  him  even  a power  to  alter  the 
criminal  lawTs,  and  to  him  is  owing  the  reform 
in  the  penal  code  which  I have  mentioned. 


The 
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The  ftones  that  form  the  bafon  into  which  the 
river  falls  are  moftly  Tandy.  There  is  a kind  of 
hard  granite  very  common  in  all  the  plain,  lying 
in  a compaét  bed  of  bafaltes.  The  flints  that  are 
found  in  the  bottom  of  the  fall,  being  the  fra&ures 
of  the  rocks  above,  are  of  the  fame  nature.  The 
river  below  the  fall  runs  through  a flat  and  mar- 
lhy  country,  and  in  confequence  its  courfe  is  very 
flow  and  undulating. 

I waited  upon  Mr.  Paterfon  at  New  York, 
where  I remained  a considerable  time.  In  the 
following  book  I fhall  give  the  obfervations  which 
I colleéted  refpeéting  that  great  ftate,  the  fécond 
of  the  Union  for  riches,  for  the  Spirit  with  which 
it  is  cultivated,  and  for  the  extent  of  its  com* 
merce. 
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STAY  AT  NEW  YORK, 

IN  AUGUST,  17Q7- 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
NEW  YORK . 


SUCCINCT  HISTORY  OF  THE  COLONY  OF  NEW 
YORK. 

THE  Rate  of  New  York  belonged  originally 
to  the  Dutch.  It  is  true,  that  before  that 
fome  plans  were  formed  to  colonife  this  country, 
but  they  were  very  vague. 

Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England,  had,  in  1584 
granted  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  a patent  to 
occupy,  under  the  fovereignty  of  the  crown  of 
England,  all  the  country  of  North  America,  not 
in  the  poiTeffion  of  any  other  Chriftian  Prince. 

James  the  Firft,  difregardlefs  of  that  patent, 
divided  this  immenfe  poiTeffion,  then  known  un- 
der the  name  of  Virginia,  and  which  extended 
from  Carolina  to  Nova  Scotia,  between  two  com- 
panies. To  the  former,  called  The  Company  cf 
London  Adventurers , he  granted  the  right  to  efta- 
blifh  colonies,  from  the  thirty- fourth  to  the  forty - 

firft 
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firfi:  degree  of  latitude  ; and  to  the  other,  The 
Plymouth  Company , a fimilar  privilege,  from  the 
forty-firfl:  to  the  forty-fifth  degree.  But  the  lands 
thus  granted,  and  even  their  coafts,  were  then  in 
a great  meafure  unknown. 

Henry  Hudson,  in  a veflel  belonging  to  the 
Dutch  India  Company,  firfi:  difcovered  Long 
Ifland,  and  afcended  the  great  northern  river,  to 
which  he  gave  his  name.  The  Dutch,  ignorant 
of  the  grants  made  of  thefe  countries  to  the  two 
companies,  and  paying  no  regard  to  it,  declared 
themfelves  the  fovereigns;  in  1Ô14  they  fent  there 
a colony,  which  built  the  towns  of  Fort  Orange 
and  New  Amfterdam,  calling  the  country  itfelf 
New  Holland. 

James  the  Firfi;  having  fent  fome  forces  to  lay 
wafte  the  new  fettlements,  the  Dutch  proprietors 
preferred  to  a hopelefs  refifiiance  the  more  fafe 
and  prudent  meafure  of  acknowledging  the  Eng- 
lifh  fovereignty,  thus  preferving  their  poffeffions, 
on  payment  of  a tribute  to  England. 

The  troubles  of  that  kingdom,  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firfi:,  ena- 
bled the  Hollanders  to  fhake  off  the  Englifh  yoke, 
which  indeed  they  had  repeatedly  before  at* 
tempted.  They  fucceeded  alfo  in  deflrroying  a 
Swedifii  colony,  fettled  upon  the  Delaware.  But 
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aftewards  Charles  the  Second  fent  troops  from 
Europe,  who  without  difficulty -feized  New  Hol- 
land, and  expelled  from  thence  the  Dutch,  who 
on  their  part  proceeded  to  invade  Surinam. 
Charles  the  Second,  having  thus  got  peaceable 
pofleffion  of  this  vaR  territory  of  the  continent 
of  North  America,  granted  the  weflern  part  of  it 
to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  and  New  Hol- 
land got  the  name  of  New  York,  New  AmRer- 
dam  alfo  changing  its  name  for  that  of  New 
York  ; and  this  extenfive  province  reached  from 
the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  to  the  mouth 
of  Hudfon’s  River,  without  encroaching  upon  the 
limits  of  the  Plymouth  Company. 

Such  is  briefly  the  hiRory  of  the  province  of 
New  York,  up  to  the  late  revolution. 

THE  PRESENT  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
NEW  YORK. 

This  province  was  much  longer  than  any  of 
the  other  colonies  in  beginning  their  oppofition 
to  England.  Its  great  commercial  connections 
with  that  kingdom,  and  the  circumflance  of  Eng-, 
lifh  troops  being  conRantly  Rationed  in  the  town 
of  New  York,  fupported  a fpirit  of  ariftocracy 
and  dependence.  At  length  it  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  the  other  Rates  ; and  its  legiflature, 
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affembled  at  Kingfton,  formed,  in  1777?  a con- 
ftitution, upon  the  fame  principles  with  thofe  of 
the  other  ftates. 

This  conftitution  is  neither,  introduced  nor  fol- 
lowed up  by  any  declaration  of  rights;  and  its 
preamble,  which  recites  the  different  a efts  of  the 
general  congrefs,  feems  to  be  rather  an  excufe  for 
that  conftitution,  than  the  effervefcence  of  liberty 
and  refentment,  which  appear  to  have  dictated 
almoft  all  the  others.  Each  county  names  one  or 
more  members  of  the  affembly  of  reprefentatives. 
The  conftitution  fixes  their  prefent  number  at  fe- 
venty  ; it  alfo  determines  provifionally  the  number 
to  be  eleded  by  each  county.  A new  enumera- 
tion is  to  be  made  every  feven  years  ; . and  when 
the  number  of  electors  is  in  any  county  increafed 
one-feventeenth  part,  fuch  county  is  to  return  an 
additional  deputy.  The  whole  number  is  never 
to  exceed  three  hundred;  and  precautions  are 
taken  in  that  event  to  proportion  the  number  of 
members  of  each  county  to  the  excefs  of  popu- 
lation, The  members  of  the  affembly  are  chofen 
for  one  year. 

The  electors  muft  be  twenty-one  years  of  age 
— - muft  poffefs  a clear  property  of  twenty  pounds, 
or  fifty  dollars;  or  rent  property  in  the  county 
to  the  amount  of  forty  fhillings,  or  five  dollars  a 
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year  at  leaft— muft  pay  taxes  to-  the  ftate,  and  re~ 
fide  in  the  county. 

Thefenafce,  by  the  conftitution,  is  compofed  of 
twenty-four  members;  but  this  number  is  only 
fixed  temporally,  like  that  of  the  members  of  the 
houfe  of  afiembly. 

The  members  of  the  fenate  are  chofen  by  difi 
tridls,  the  ftate  being  in  this  view  divided  into 
four.  The  number  of  fenators  which  each  of 
thefe  diftridts  is  to  eledt,  is  alfo  determined  by 
the  conftitution.  When  on  the  new  enumera- 
tion there  is  found  an  increafe  of  a twenty-* 
fourth  part  in  the  population  of  the  diftridl,  fuch 
diftridl  is  to  appoint  one  more  fenator,  and  fo  on, 
till  the  fenate  confifts  of  one  hundred  members, 
which  number  it  is  never  to  exceed.  The  fena-* 
tors  are  eledled  for  four  years,  and  a fourth  part 
of  them  is  annually  renewed. 

The  eledtors  for  the  fenators  muft  be  free- 
holders, and  poffefs  a clear  property  of  the  value 
of  a hundred  pounds,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  The  lift  of  eledtors  of  both  clafles- 
amounted,  in  1 7Q5,  to  fixty-four  thoufand  and 
feventeen. 

The  eledtors  who  have  the  qualification  rer 
quired  for  voting  for  members  of  the  fenate,  alfo 
eledt  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  ; but 
in  thefe  eledtions  they  vote  by  counties. 


The 
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The  legiflature  aflembles  annually  the  firlt 
Tuefday  in  January  ; but  it  may  be  called  toge- 
ther oftener  by  the  governor,  and  it  can  adjourn 
itfelf. 

4 

The  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  are  cho- 
fen  for  three  years. 

The  governor  is  commander  of  the  forces  both 
military  and  naval  : he  may  grant  pardons  of 
every  fentence,  except  in  capital  cafes,  where  he 
can  only  fufpend  the  execution,  until  the  matter 
be  finally  determined  by  the  legiflature.  The 
nominations  to  offices,  civil  and  military,  are 
made  by  the  council  of  appointment,  at  which 
the  governor  prefides.  This  council  is  cpmpofed 
of  four  members  of  the  fenate,  one  from  each 
diftriâ  ; they  are  appointed  every  year  by  the 
affembly,  and  cannot  be  named  two  years  fuc- 
ceffively. 

If  the  governor  fhould  be  abfent  on  any  ac- 
count, the  lieutenant-governor  takes  his  place  : 
he  is  prefident  of  the  fenate. 

The  chancellor,  the  judges  of  the  fupreme 
court,  and  the  chief  judge  of  every  county,  are 
named  by  the  council  of  appointment.  They 
continue  in  office  during  their  good  behaviour, 
but  never  after  they  are  fixty  years  of  age. 

The  fheriffs  and  coroners  are  appointed  an- 
O 4 nually. 
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nually,  and  cannot  continue  in  office  more  than 
four  years.  The  military  cpmmifeons  are  revor 
cable  at  pieafure. 

The  governor  has  power  to  refufe  his  confent 
to  laws,  with  the  advice  of  the  council  of  revi- 
fion,  which  is  compofed  of  the  chancellor  and 
the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court.  But  fuch  rc- 
fufal  muft  be  given  in  the  courfe  of  fix  days  ; 
and  the  bill  muft  be  fent  back,  accompanied 
with  the  reafons  of  refufal,  figned  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council.  The  bill,  notwithftanding 
this  refufal,  becomes  a law,  if  two-thirds  of  each 
houfe  perfift  in  it.  The  bills  approved  by  the 
council  are  returned  to  the  houfe  from  which 
they  proceeded,  with  the  fublcription  of  the  go- 
vernor only. 

The  members  of  the  council  of  revifion  re- 
ceive no  falary  nor  allowance  for  that  function. 
Their  fittings  muft  be  during  the  feffipn  of  the 
legiflature. 

The  treafurer  of  the  ftate  and  of  the  counties 
are  appointed  by  the  legiflature. 

The  çonftitution  guarantees  the  grants  of  land 
made  by  the  kings  of  England  previous  to  the 
month  of  O (Sober  17/5,  and  annuls  all  thofe 
made  fmee  that  period. 

The  electors  for  the.  nomination  of  the  prefi- 
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dent  and  vice-prefident  of  the  United  States,  are, 
by  a law  of  the  12th  of  April  1 7Q2,  ehofen  in  the 
ftate  of  New  York  by  the  two  houfes  of  the  le^ 
giflature. 

TAXES, 

The  taxes  in  the  ftate  of  New  York  are  im- 
pofed  in  the  grofs  by  the  legiflature,  and  after- 
wards affeffed  by  it  upon  the  different  counties, 
according  to  the  value  of  the  properties  reflec- 
tively contained  in  them. 

That  firft  divifion  being  made,  the  infpcctors 
of  each  townfliip  meet  by  counties,  and  deter- 
mine, after  the  fame  rule,  the  part  to  be  raifed 
by  each  townlhip. 

The  infpectors  and  the  afTeffors  make  in  each 
townfhip  a fimilar  divifion  among  the  individuals; 
and  for  this  purpofe,  they  are  by  law  directed 
to  inform  themfelves  of  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
perty, moveable  and  immoveable,  of  every  per- 
fon.  The  taxes  being  thus  affefTed,  they  are  levied 
by  the  collectors,  and  remitted  by  them  to  the 
treafurer  of  the  county,  who  pays  the  fame  to 
the  treafurer  of  the  ftate. 

No  object  of  taxation  is  fpecified  in  the  laws  ; 
no  principle  prefcribed  for  valuing  property  ; no 
means  taken  to  obtain  from  the  individuals  a 
declaration  of  their  property  ; whence  the  affeff- 
ment  of  the  taxes  by  the  legiflature,  the  infpectors 
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and  the  affeffors,  can  be  determined  only  by  an 
arbitrary  eft i mate  of  the  general  and  relative  riches 
of  corporations  and  individuals. 

The  following  is  the  manner  in  which  they 
annually  proceed  to  make  the  affeffment. 

In  the  month  of  April  every  year  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  different  townlhips  eleCt  an  infpeCtor, 
from  three  to  feven  affeffors,  and  one  or  more 
collectors. 

Every  inhabitant  chofen  to  thefe  functions 
imift  accept  of  them,  or  pay  a fine. 

The  affeffors  meet,  after  having  taken  an  oath 
for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  their  duty  ; they  make 
an  eftimate  of  the  property  of  each  inhabitant, 
.diftinguifhing  real  from  perfonal  property,  and 
fet  down  fuch  eftimate  in  a lift,  which  is  figned 
by  the  majority  of  them,  and  tranfmitted  to  the 
infpeCtors  before  the  end  of  May,  under  the  pe- 
nalty of  a fine  of  twenty-five  pounds,  or  fixty-two 
dollars  and  a half,  to  the  ufe  of  the  county. 

The  infpeCtors  of  each  county  meet  the  laft 
Thurfday  in  May,  and  from  that  eftimate  of  the^ 
affeifors  they  affefs  the  tax  upon  the  different 
townfhips,  adding  to  the  tax  of  the  ftate  that  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  expences  of  the  county,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor  in  every  town.  The 
ftatements  are  fent  by  the  infpeCtors  to  the  col-* 
leCtors  of  every  divifion,  with  an  order  to  levy 
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the  taxes  conformably  to  them'.  From  the  firft 
of  the  money  raifed,  the  amount  of  the  films  or- 
dered for  the  fupport  of  the  poor  is  paid  to  the 
infpedlors  of  the  poor  of  each  town  ; and  the 
remainder,  including  the  part  required  for  the 
taxes  of  the  ftate,  is  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
treafurer  of  the  county. 

The  county  treafurers  are  appointed  by  the  in- 
fpeétors  of  taxes,  and  muft  give  fecurity. 

The  orders  for  levying  fent  by  the  infpedlors  to 
the  collectors,  authorife  them  to  fell  the  effects  of 
the  perfons  taxed  in  cafe  of  non-payment  ; and 
in  default  of  moveable  property,  the  produce  of 
their  lands. 

When  the  collector  is  in  arrears,  the  treafurer 
of  the  county  directs  an  order  to  the  fheriff  to  fell 
his  property,  real  and  perfonal,  to  the  amount  of 
the  value  of  the  taxes  unaccounted  for.  He  is 
however  acquitted  of  this  penalty,  on  fatisfying 
the  treafurer  of  the  county,  upon  oath,  of  his  not 
having  been  able  to  obtain  the  payments. 

When  the  ftate  has  impofed  taxes  for  its  ufe, 
the  treafurers  of  counties  are,  before  the  end  of 
March,  to  fend  the  amount  of  this  part  of  the 
taxes  to  the  treafurer  of  the  ftate,  with  the  rea- 
fons  for  any  deficiency  in  the  levy,  in  default  of 
which  the  fame  fteps  are  to  be  purfued  as  againft 
solicitors  in  arrear. 
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It  is  the  duty  of  the  county  infpeCtors,  at  their 
annual  meeting,  to  examine  the  deficiency  in  the 
levy  of  taxes  impofed  the  preceding  year  ; and 
if,  notwithstanding  the  report  of  the  collectors, 
the  infpeCtors  are  of  opinion,  that  the  perfons 
who  have  not  made  good  their  payments  are 
able  to  do  fo,  they  are  intitled  to  direct  anew  fuch 
levy. 

If  they  approve  of  the  reports  of  the  collector, 
or  if  they  are  fatisfied  of  the  infolyency  of  the  col- 
lector himfelf,  they  add  an  additional  fum  to  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency,  for  the  townfhip  which 
has  not  made  good  its  payment,  and  the  fums 
firfl:  levied  the  year  following  are  appropriated  to 
make  up  fuch  deficiencies  in  the  former  year’s 
taxes. 

The  allowances  made  to  the  infpeCtors  and 
their  clerk s,  and  to  the  afiefifors,  are  included  in 
the  annual  county  rates.  The  oolleCtors  are  in- 
titled  to  deduét  five  per  cent  from  the  amount  of 
their  collection.  The  fheriff  receives  two  and 
an  half  per  cent  of  the  fums  he  levies  upon  the  » 
collectors  in  default.  The  treafurer  of  the  county 
has  a com  million  of  three  quarters  per  cent  on  the 
films  received. 

The  total  expence  for  the  afieflfment  and  col- 
lection of  taxes  in  the  ftate  of  New  York,  is  efti- 
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mated  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent  of  the 
fiums  levied. 

There  has  been  no  tax  for  the  {late  fince  1788  ; 
it  was  that  year  fifty  thoufand  dollars,  three 
fourths  of  which  was  paid  into  the  treafury  the 
firft  year  ; the  reft  was  not  completely  paid  in 
two  years. 

As  to  the  taxes  neceffary  for  the  expences  of 
the  counties,  they  are  annually  fixed  at  a meet- 
ing of  all  the  infpeéïors  of  each  townfhip  and 
town,  and  are  impofed,  upon  the  fame  principle 
with  thofe  of  the  ft  ate,  at  fo  much  a pound  of 
the  eftimated  value. 

The  poors  rate  is  regulated  at  the  fame  meet- 
ing, on  the  report  of  the  mfpeéiors  of  the  poor 
named  by  the  inhabitants  ; but  each  town  fup- 
ports  its  own  ; and  the  ftate  has,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  fettlement  of  the  poor  in  their  territory, 
or  their  change  of  refidence  from  one  town  to 
another,  enacted  laws,  which  are  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  but  not  entirely,  free  from  the  faults  of  the 
Englifh  poor-laws. 

The  few  poor  there  are  in  the  ftate  are  to  be 
found  chiefly  at  New  York,  which,  like  all  great 
towms  in  the  different  parts  of  the  world,  contains 
at  once  more  riches  and  more  wTretchedncfs  than 
towns  lefs  populous  and  commercial,  and  ftill 
more  fo  than  in  the  country. 
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THE  CIVIL  LAWS* 

The  laws  relative  to  inteftates  at  New  York, 
às  in  all  the  other  ftates  of  America,  divide  the 
property  equally  among  the  children,  after  allow- 
ing a third  to  the  widow  ; but  the  liberty  of  be- 
queathing is  in  this  ftate,  as  well  as  the  others* 
referved  entire  ; and  the  manners,  efpecially  in 
the  great  cities,  and  among  the  rich,  are  not  in 
this  refpedt  fo  republican  as  the  laws. 

The  roads  are  made  altogether  by  the  labour 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  townlhip  through  which 
they  pafs.  Every  individual  is  obliged  annually 
to  contribute  twenty  days  labour,  or  more,  on  the 
roads.  The  commiffioners  are  directed  to  pro- 
portion juftly  the  number  of  days,  according  to 
the  circumftances  of  the  perfons  who  are  to 
contribute.  Perfonal  labour  is  commutable  for 
money,  at  the  rate  of  half  a dollar  a day.  The 
ufe  of  a carriage  and  horfes  is  received  as  an  equi- 
valent for  three  days  labour.  The  juftices  of  the 
peace  are  the  head  infpedtors  of  the  highways, 
and  determine  queftions  refpedting  them.  Indi-  - 
viduals  who  make  roads  at  their  own  expence, 
and  for  their  own  ufe,  may  ereét  gates  on  them. 
The  townfhips  are  divided  into  highway  diftriéts, 
for  the  more  eafy  execution  of  this  law,  which 
was  made  in  1784*  In  certain  cafes  where  there 
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is  an  extraordinary  public  advantage,  or  any  par- 
ticular difficulty  in  forming  roads,  as  well  as  in 
other  circumftances,  the  ftate.  gives  fome  aflift- 
ance.  In  fpite  of  thefe  laws,  the  roads  in  general 
are  very  bad  in  this  ftate. 

There  are  in  the  ftate  of  New  York  no  bank- 
rupt laws  ; but  there  is  a law  refpe (fling  infolvent 
debtors,  which  is  nearly  the  fame  thing.  This 
law  was  made  in  1/88,  and  has  fince  received 
fome  trifling  and  immaterial  alterations. 

Every  debtor,  who  cannot  or  will  not  pay  his 
debts,  may  be  imprifoned  by  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice  ; and  he  cannot  be  liberated  from  prifon, 
but  upon  a petition  of  three-fourths  of  his  cre- 
ditors to  the  court  of  chancery,  the  fupreme 
court,  or  other  court  in  the  ftate. 

Thofe  of  his  creditors  whofe  debts  are  fecured 
by  any  mortgage,  cannot  concur  in  fuch  petition. 
The  court  to  which  the  petition  is  addreffed  may 
decree  the  prifoner’s  difcharge,  upon  taking  his 
oath  that  he  has  given  a juft  account  of  his  efFedts 
and  debts,  and  that  his*petitioning  creditors  claim 
no  more  than  the  exadi  amount  of  the  debts  due 
to  them. 

In  the  prifoner’s  declaration  of  his  property  real 
and^perfonal,  and  the  releafe  he  executes  of  it,  are 
comprifed  all  eftedts  which  he  may  fucceed  to  by 
inheritance  ; but  the  judgment  pronounced  of 
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his  liberation,  difcharges  from  all  claim  the  pro- 
perty which  he  may  thereafter  othdrwife  acquirer 

There  are  great  complaints  in  the  ftate  of 
New  York  of  this  law,  as  very  unjuft.  An  honeft 
debtor,  who  has  become  insolvent  from  misfor- 
tune, remains  for  a feries  of  years,  often  all  his 
life  in  prifon  ; he  is  not  liberated,  but  perhaps 
from  the  negledt  of  his  creditors  to  pay  his  fub- 
fiftence,  and  then  he  is  in  a ftate  of  wretchednefs  ; 
while  the  fraudulent  debtor  gives  a falfe  ftate- 
ment  of  his  property,  conceals  part  of  his  dif- 
pofable  effects,  and  falfely  putting  down  as  cre- 
ditors his  friends,  who  are  made  to  form  the 
three-fourths  of  his  creditors,  he  prefents  a peti- 
tion for  his  enlargement,  obtains  it,  and  then 
freely  enjoys  that  part  of  his  fortune  of  which 
he  has  defrauded  his  real  creditors. 

The  law,  it  is  true,  appoints  punifliment  by 
fine,  for  perfons  appearing  falfely  as  creditors  ; 
but  that  proof  is  never  to  be  got.  Unfortunately, 
in  this,  as  in  other  cafes,  a debtor  who  is  a rafcal 
is  better  off  than  one  who  is  honeft  and  unfor- 
tunate. 

They  talk  much  of  amending  this  law  ; but  it 
{till  exifts,  and  is  extremely  injurious  to  trade, 
morality/  and  virtue. 

The  laws  of  New  York  do  not  allow  foreigners 
to  acquire  landed  property  ; for  this  it  is  neceffary 
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to  be  a citizen  of4  the  ftate,  or  of  the  United 
States.  The  legiflature  however  grants,  without 
much  difficulty,  exceptions  to  this  general  pro- 
hibition, and  there  are  few  feffions  in  which  fuch 
grants  are  not  made  to  foreigners.  In  other  re- 
fpedts,  the  right  of  citizenfhip  is  cafily  acquired. 

THE  CRIMINAL  LAW. 

The  criminal  jurifprudence  of  the  ftate  of  New 
York  was,  until  laft  year,  the  Englifli  law  in  all 
its  rigour.  The  example  of  Pennfylvania  has, 
however,  prevailed  over  ancient  cuftom  ; and  in 
the  laft  feffion  the  legiflature  has  reformed  it, 
after  the  mild  aiid  reafonable  code  of  that  ftate. 

Premeditated  murders,  and  robberies  com» 
mitted  in  churches,  are  at  prefent  the  only  crimes 
punifhable  with  death.  The  latter  part  of  this 
law  affords  rather  a painful  confideration: — that 
in  a ftate  which  allows  ail  religions  to  be  equal, 
where  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  contribute  or  not 
as  he  thinks  proper,  to  the  fupport  of  any  kind 
of  worfhip,  and  where  robberies,  even  made  with 
an  armed  force  in  dwelling-houfes,  were  only 
punifhable  by  imprifonment,  this  great  additional 
fe verity  fliould  have  been  made  againft  robbery 
in  churches.  A remnant  of  the  barbarous  preju- 
dice, which  proves  the  influence  of  pricfts,  could 
alone  rank  this  fpccies  of  robbery  with  preme- 
Vol.  IV.  P ditated 
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ditated  murder.  Had  reafon  been  confulted,  it 
could  only  have  been  claffed  with  ordinary  rob- 
bery in  a dwelling-houfe  ; indeed  it  is  undoubt- 
edly lefs  dangerous  in  all  its  confequences,  than 
a robbery  in  an  inhabited  houfe,  there  being 
nothing  to  fteal  in  churches  but  benches  and 
prayer-books.  But  in  the  ftate  of  New  York,  as 
elfewhere,  opinion  is  more  powerful  than  law  ; 
and  the  confequence  is,  that  criminals  guilty  of 
this  kind  of  robbery  are  generally  acquitted  by 
the  juries,  wTho  think  it  their  duty  to  be  more 
juft  than  the  adt,  which  is  thus  rendered  a dead 
letter  ; all  refpedl  due  to  the  law  is  thus  taken 
away,  which  proves  its  impropriety. 

There  are  fome  other  laws  of  this  ftate  to 
which  fimilar  obfervations  will  apply.  Such,  for 
example,  is  that  pafled  in  1788,  that  condemns 
every  perfon  who  gets  drunk  to  pay  a fine  of  three 
fhillings,  and  to  Hand  in  the  pillory  for  twro  hours, 
and  infiidts  a fine  of  fix  fhillings  for  every  oath  ; 
another  law  of  the  fame  date,  which  forbids  tra- 
velling on  Sunday,  under  a like  penalty  of  fix. 
fhillings  ; and  laftly,  an  adt  of  the  fame  year, 
which  infiidts  a penalty  of  five  times  the  fum  loft 
on  every  perfon  lofmg  at  play  more  than  twenty- 
five  dollars  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours. 

An  old  eftablifhed  government  might  find  fome 
pretext  for  not  revoking  obfolete  lawTs,  which  are 
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not  and  cannot  be  executed,  but  there  is  no  ex- 
cufe  for  a legiflature  to  make  new  laws  of  that 
defcription.  Governments  are  yet  too  little  per- 
fuaded  that  public  order  can  reft  only  on  the  moft 
abfolute  obedience  to  the  lav/.  A fingle  law  al- 
lowed to  remain  unexecuted,  gives  a great  fhock 
to  refpeft  for  the  laws,  and  when  its  not  being 
executed  proceeds  from  its  execution  being  im- 
poffible,  from  the  mann'ers,  opinions,  and  other 
circumftances,  it  is  the  legiflators  who  are  to 
blame,  that  the  law  lofes  the  veneration  necelfary 
to  it  in  a well-eftablilhed  order  of  focietv. 

The  new  criminal  code  of  the  ftate  of  New 
York,  enabled  in  1 79Ô,  directs  that  two  ftate  pri~ 
fons  fliall  be  built,  one  at  New  York  and  the 
other  at  Albany,  and  preferibes  their  regulations, 
which  are  nearly  the  fame  as  thole  of  the  prifon 
of  Philadelphia.  The  expence  of  erecting  and 
fupporting  them  is  to  be  defrayed  by  the  ftate. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  legiflature  of  New  York  has  alfo,  In  1 795# 
made  a ftep  towards  the  eftabliflunent  of  free 
fchools  in  its  territory  ; but  little  has  yet  been 
done,  nor  does  there  appear  any  certainty  that 
they  ever  will  be  eftablifhed. 

Twenty  thoufand  pounds,  or  fifty  thoufand  dol- 
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lars,  are  annually  appropriated  to  the  funds  of  the 
{fate*  “ to  encourage  and  fupport,  in  the  different 
towns  and  townfhips  of  the  ftate  of  New  York, 
fchools  in  which  children  fliall  be  inftruéted  in 
the  Englifh  language  and  grammar  ; in  arith- 
metic, mathematics,  and  other  moft  neceflary  and 
ufeful  branches  of  knowledge,  fo  as  to  furnifh  a 
complete  Englifh  education.” 

Each  county,  according  to  its  known  popula- 
tion, receives  a part  of  this  fum,  in  the  propor- 
tion regulated  by  the  legiflature.  The  infpectors 
of  each  county  fubdivide  among  the  different 
towns  the  proportion  allotted  to  the  county. 
Each  town  mull:  add,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  from 
a tax  raifed  among  themfelves,  a fum  equal  to 
half  of  what  it  receives  from  the  ftate. 

The  mayors,  aldermen,  ,and  municipalities  of 
the  towns  of  New  York,  Albany,  and  Hudfon, 
are  the  head  infpeétors  of  their  towns,  and  may, 
as  they  judge  moft  proper,  apply  the  fums  col- 
lected to  this  purpofe,  either  in  fupporting  the 
fchools  already  eftablifhed,  or  the  charity- fchools/ 
or  in  the  eftablifliment  of  new  fchools.  The  fame 
powers  are  given  in  the  townfhips  to  the  head 
infpeftors  of  the  fchools,  who- are  eleCted  by  the 
freeholders. 

* Two  commiffioners  for  each  fchool,  chofen  in 
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the  fame  manner  as  the  infpeftors,  are  to  fuper- 
intend  the  management  of  the  fchools,  the  ap- 
pointment of  mailers,  &c. 

This  fum  of  twenty . thoufand  pounds  given 
annually,  is  only  for  five  years.  The  eftablifii- 
ment  of  free-fchools  is  not  preferibed  by  the  law; 
and  the  admiffion  of  negro  children,  or  thofe  of 
colour,  even  in  the  charity-fchools,  is  left  to  the 
diferetion  of  the  head  infpeétors. 

The  ellablifhment  of  free-fchools.  through  all 
the  ftate,  an  objedl  fo  truly  definable,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  which  is  inconteftibly  proved  by  the 
example  of  Maflfachufetts,  is  not  then  a neôeffary 
confequence  of  this  liberal  donation  of  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York.  Some  are  eftablifhed  ; elfe- 
where  the  fums  are  applied  to  the  improvement 
of  the  fchools  already  exifting,  and  which  are  of 
no  utility  but  to  thofe  in  eafy  • circumftances  ; 
laftly,  the  children  of  Haves,  and  even  of  free  ne- 
groes, have  not  a right  to  that  education,  which 
would  be  the  firft  Hep  towards  their  folid,  their 
ufeful  emancipation.  This  law  then  is  far  from 
uniting  all  the  advantages  to  be  expedled  from  a 
great  ftate,  engaged  in  the  important  objeét  of 
the  education  of  youth,  and  making  facrificcs  to 
that  objeft.  What  a difference  between  this  law 
and  that  of  New  England  upon  the  fame  iubjedl  ! 

Another  law  of  1 7QÔ,  which,  like  that  refpcdl- 
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ing  fchools,  is  meant  to  facilitate  public  educa- 
tion, incorporates  the  focieties  formed  in  differ- 
ent counties  and  towns  for  the  eftablifhment  ol 
public  libraries.  * This  law  gives  the  legiflative 
fanélion  to  fuch  eftablifhments,  but  does  not 
grant  one  fhilling  of  the  ftate’s  money  to  pro- 
mote them. 

SLAVERY. 

The  ftate  of  New  York  is  not  one  of  thofe 
■which  appear  to  have  the  moil  liberal  ideas  as  to 
flavery.  It  is  therefore  natural,  that  the  lawrs, 
which  in  every  country  follow  more  or  lefs  the 
public  opinion,  fhould  alfo  in  this  refpeft  be  ra- 
ther illiberal. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  why,  in  the  fouthern 
ftates,  the  great  number  of  Haves  render  their 
emancipation  difficult,  and  why  this  difficulty 
gives  a pretence  for  the  opinion  of  the  neceffity 
of  fevere  laws  againft  flaves  ; but  in  the  ftate  of 
NewT  York,  where  in  a population  of  more  than 
four  hundred  thoufand  fouls,  there  are  not  twenty 
thoufand  negroes,  it  is  impoffible  to  conceive  % 
what  fo  great  obftacles  there  can  be  to  the  eman- 
cipation, and  upon  wdiat  they  can  found  their 
opinion,  that  on  account  of  this  trifling  number 
of  negroes  there  is  a neceffity  for  more  rigorous 
laws  againft  them  than  againft  perfons  of  another 
colour. 
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Be  this  as  it  may,  a law,  fo  late  as  1 7 88,  con 
firms  the  Hate  of  flavery  in  every  negro,  mulatto, 
and  mefiee,  who  was  a Have  at  the  time  of  its 
enactment  ; declares  every  child  born,  or  to  be 
born  of  a female  llave,  to  be  a Have  ; authorifes 
the  fale  of  Haves,  and  fubjedts  them  for  petty 
crimes  to  be  tried  by  juftices  of  the  peace,  who 
may  fentence  them  to  imprifonment  or  whipping. 
One  claufe  of  the  adt  fubjedts  them  to  this  trial, 
and  to  this  kind  of  punifhment,  for  {hiking  a 
white  perfon,  without  any  exception  in  the  cafe 
where  the  white  man  is  the  aggreflor.  The  pri- 
vilege of  atrial  by  jury  is,  however,  allowed  to  a 
Have,  if  the  crime  of  which  he  is  accufed  be  capi- 
tal. He  is  alfo  permitted  to  adduce  evidence  in 
criminal  cafes,  where  other  negroes  are  impli- 
cated. 

The  new  criminal  code,  founded  in  general  on 
principles  of  humanity  and  juflice,  does  away 
none  ol  the  truly  unjuft  and  barbarous  enadtments 
of  that  law.  At  the  fame  time,  Haves  are  gene- 
rally treated  with  greater  mildnefs  by  their  mafters 
in  the  Hate  of  New  York,  and  lefs  opprefied  w ith 
labour,  than  they  are  in  the  fouthern  Hates.  The 
manners,  in  this  refpedi,  prevail  over  the  rigour 
of  the  laws  ; but  the  manners  are  here,  as  in  many 
of  the  other  American  Hates,  impregnated  with 
avidity  and  avarice.  This  difpofition  alone  pre- 
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vents  the  abolition  of  flavery.  It  has  been  fre- 
quently propofed  in  the  legislature  ; but  hitherto 
every  meafure,  even  of  a preparatory  nature,  has 
been  rejected.  Although  the  disproportion  of 
free  men  to  Haves  is  fo  great,  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  poflefs  no  Haves, 
the  fmall  number  of  thofe  who  do  poflefs  them 
are  the  richeft  and  greateft  proprietors  ; and  in 
the  Hate  of  New  York,  as  elfewhere,  Such  perfons 
have  the  principal  influence. 

The  refpedfc  due  to  property  is  the  arms  with 
which  every  propofal  for  their  enfranchifement 
is  combated.  I have  heard  one  of  their  mofl:  en- 
lightened lawyers,  a gentleman  who  in  all  other 
refpedts  entertains  the  molt  liberal  opinions,  infill, 
“ that  it  would  be  an  attack  upon  property,  to 
declare  even  the  children  of  female  Haves  free  ; 
for  (faid  he)  the  mafters  who  have  purchafed  or 
inherited  Haves,  poflefs  them  under  the  idea  that 
their  ijjiie  fliall  be  their  property,  which  they 
can  employ  or  difpofe  of.” 

Thus,  while  in  Virginia  they  aflert,  “ that  it 
is  impoffible  to  aboliih  Slavery,  without  export- 
ing at  once  all  the  negroes  in  the  Hate,” — in  New 
York  they  fay,  “ that  it  cannot  be  thought  of  to 
abolifli  flavery,  or  take  any  Heps  with  that  view, 
without  paying  to  every  proprietor  of  a Have 
the  prefent  value  of  their  negroes,  young  and  old, 
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and  the  eftimated  price  of  their  çxpeéted  defend- 
ants.” This  is  certainly  throwing  every  poffible 
obttacle  in  the  way  of  the  abolition  of  llavery, 
and  fhewing  themfelves  fairly  inimical  to  fuch  a 
meafure. 

The  obttacle  prefented  by  the  citizens  of  New 
York  is  the  lcaffc  difficult  to  conquer.  Admitting 
the  principle  of  the  neceffity  of  an  indemnifica- 
tion to  the  matters  for  their  negroes,  on  their 
being  made  free,  and  valuing  each  negro  at  one 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  the  whole  amount 
would  be  only  three  millions  of  dollars.  This 
price  would  ftill  bear  reduétion,  from  the  power- 
ful motives  of  public  intereft  and  honour,  to 
which  every  member  of  fociety  miift  make  facri- 
fices. 

The  queftion  of  the  property  of  children  un- 
born would  not  take  a quarter  of  an  hour  to  dif- 
cufs,  if  it  were  agitated  in  the  legillature  ; laftly, 
this  enfranchifement,  if  made  as  it  ought  to  be, 
by  degrees,  would  coft  the  ftate  much  lefs  facri- 
fices  ; and  being  done  in  fucceffion,  it  would  be 
almoft  imperceptible  in  their  finances,  which,  be- 
fides,  could  certainly  not  be  more  worthily  em- 
ployed. 

At  New  York,  as  elfewhere,  the  enfranchife- 
ment of  the  negroes  ought  to  have  for  its  end  the 
advantage  of  the  ftate,  its  good  order,  and  the  be- 
nefit 
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nefit  even  of  the  negroes  to  be  made  free.  Were 
this  meafure  too  quickly  and  fuddenly  general,  it 
would  fail  as  to  different  objeds  of  the  firft  ne- 
ceffity.  I fhall  not  here  repeat  what  I have  ob- 
ferved  in  another  place  in  that  refped,  and  what 
fo  many  others  have  faid  before  me.  The  ex- 
pence to  the  flate  then  would  be  reduced  to  a 
very  ifnall  him,  in  comparifon  to  the  utility  and 
the  duty  of  the  meafure.  But  while  the  {late 
of  New  York,  furrounded  with  the  examples  of 
Connedicut,  Maffachufetts,  and  Pennfylvania, 
does  nothing  towards  this  liberation,  but  feerns 
to  approve  of  the  permanence  of  flavery  by  the 
{ilence  or  the  refufal  of  its  legillature,  it  leaves 
its  conllitution  and  its  laws  llained  with  a blot 
which,  without  exaggeration,  may  be  called  dif- 
honourable,  as  it  cannot  be  excufed,  or  even  pal- 
liated, by  any  circumftances  exilling  in  that  {late. 

The  exportation  of  foreign  {laves  into  the  {late 
of  New  York  is  prohibited  by  the  fame  law  -which 
confirms  the  flavery  of  thofe  who  were  in  the 
{late  at  the  time  of  its  enadment.  This  difpo- 
iition  therefore  in  that  law,  and  the  mild  manner 
in  which  the  flaves  are  here  generally  treated, 
is  a confirmation  of  the  opinion,  that  pecuniary 
interell,  more  than  a real  approbation  of  flavery, 
prevents  the  legiflature  from  proceeding  in  this 
refped  with  that  juftice  and  judgment  with 

which 
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which  their  other  deliberations^  are  for  the  moft 
part  conducted. 

THE  MILITIA. 

A law  of  17Q3,  pafled  in  confequence  of  the 
militia  law  of  the  United  States,  regulates  the 
formation  and  the  government  of  the  militia  of 
the  {late  of  New  York.  It  is  diftributed  in  four 
divifions,  one  for  each  of  the  grand  diftriéts  of  the 
Hate.  Each  of  thefe  divifions  is  commanded  by 
a major-general,  and  fubdivided  into  different 
brigades,  each  brigade  into  different  regiments, 
and  thefe  again  into  companies.  The  number 
of  thefe  corps  is  left  at  the  difcretion  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief  (the  governor  of  the  flate),  who 
is  guided  in  this  refpeél  by  the  population  of  the 
different  diftriâs  and  counties.  A company  of 
artillery  and  a troop  of  cavalry  is  attached  to  each 
brigade. 

O 

The  militia  are  to  affemble  three  times  in  the 
year  ; twice  by  companies,  and  once  in  their  re- 
giments. The  companies  of  artillery  and  cavalry 
are  embodied  on  the  orders  of  the  major-general 
of  the  divifion. 

Courts  martial,  for  the  cognizance  of  military 
offences,  are  ordered  by  the  governor,  the  gene- 
ral officers,  and  the  major  generals  of  the  divi- 
fions, and  alfo  by  the  field  officers  of  regiments, 

&c. 
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&c.  according  to  the  rank  of  the  accufed.  A 
fine  is  the  moil  ufual  punifh'ment  for  negledt  of 
duty,  &c.  and  fuch  fine  cannot  exceed  twenty- 
five  dollars  for  the  firft  fault,  nor  a hundred  and 
twenty  for  any  fiibfequent  offence.  Difmiffal  is 
the  higheft  puniffiment  which  a court  martial 
can  inflidt  on  an  officer,  and  in  this  cafe  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  court  martial  muff  be  approved  of 
by  the  commander  in  chief. 

In  the  cafe  of  fines,  the  fentence  muff  be  ap- 
proved by  the  commandants  of  divifion  or  bri- 
gade, according  to  the  rank  of  the  officer,  and  of 
the  commander  in  chief,  if  the  officer  convidted 
be  a commandant  of  divifion.  The  fubalterns 
and  privates  are  fentenced  to  a fine  by  a council 
of  officers  of  their  regiment  or  brigade.  Thefe 
fines  are  appropriated  to  the  general  expences  of 
the  regiment,  fuch  as  the  purchafe  of  colours, 
drums,  &c.  Befides  the  perfons  excepted  from 
public  duty  by  the  general  law  of  the  United 
States,  the  following  exemptions  are  made  by . 
the  law  of  the  ftate  of  New  York,  namely,  the 
governor,  the  members  of  the  legifiature,  and 
their  officers,  the  chancellor,  the  judges,  the  fe- 
cretary,  the  treafurer,  the  auditor,  the  attorney 
general,  the  chief  furveyor,  all  the  inferior  officers 
of  juftice,  including  jailors,  two  boatmen  for  each 
paffage-hoat,  where  the  roads  crofs  rivers,  all  the 

clergy, 
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clergy,  phyficians  and  furgeons/ (except  Info  far 
as  their  profeffional  fervices  are  required)  profef- 
fors  and  ftùdents,  fchool-mafters  engaged  in  that 
profeffion  for  three  months  or  more,  pcrfons  be- 
longing to  the  poft-ofnce,  one  man  for  each  corn 
mill,  all  the  firemen  belonging  to  infurance  com- 
panies, and  the  perfons  employed  in  iron  works 
and  glafs  works.  Every  other  free  man,  from 
eighteen  to  forty-five,  is  fubjeét  to  militia  duty, 
except  Quakers,  who  are  relieved  upon  payment 
of  three  dollars  annually.  The  governor,  in  his 
character  of  commander  in  chief,  may  call  out 
the  militia  in  cafe  of  invafion,  or  in  any  other 
particular  emergency. 

THE  FINANCES. 

The  ftate  of  New  York  is  rich.  Its  annual  re- 
venue, proceeding  from  the  in  ter  eft  of  money, 
lodged  moftly  in  the  banks  of  the  ftate,  and  in 
that  of  the  United  States,  is  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
dollars.  There  has  not,  as  already  mentioned, 
been  any  general  tax  for  the  ftate  impofed  fince 
the  year  1788. 

The  annual  expence  of  the  civil  lift  is  about 
feventy-five  thoufand  dollars,  and  the  money  ex- 
pended by  the  public  treàfury  upon  the  univer- 
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fity,  the  college,  the  hofpital,  fchools,  and  cafuaL 
ties,  exceeds  this  fum. 

The  ft  ate  ft  ill  owes  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thoufand  dollars,  moftly  treafury-bills  granted 
during  the  war.  In  this  fum  is  not  included 
the  debt  due  to  the  United  States,  which  the 
commiffioners  of  accounts  have  afcertained  to  be 
two  millions  feventy-four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-fix  dollars  ; and  it  appears  that  the 
State  of  New  York  is  lefs  difpofed  to  pay  than 
any  other  of  the  United  States  debtors. 

TRADE. 

Of  all  the  towns  on  the  continent.  New  York 
is  beft  fituated  for  trade.  It  is  the  only  port  in 
the  ftate,  and  is  one  of  the  greateft  and  moft 
flourifhing  in  America. 

All  the  produce  of  the  ftate  is  brought  to 
New  York  by  water-carriage,  as  well  by  the  river 
as  by  canals,  which  the  legiflature  are  unremit- 
tingly employed  in  completing,  and  which  will 
eftablifh  a free  communication  between  Lake 
Ontario  and  this  port.  Another  intended  canal 
is  to  run  from  Lake  Champlain  and  Hudfon’s 
River,  by  which  the  productions  of  Lower  Ca- 
nada will  be  conveyed  diredly  to  New  York. 
The  length  of  this  canal  will  not  exceed  eighteen 

miles  ; 
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miles  ; it  is  to  terminate  at  South  Bay,  which 
communicates  with  Lake  Champlain. 

New  York  alfo  receives,  by  its  noble  river,  all 
the  productions  of  that  part  of  Maflachufetts, 
fituated  on  the  weft  of  the  Green  Mountains,  and 
of  that  part  of  the  ftate  of  Vermont,  which  is  in 
the  fame  traCl. 

The  impoffibility  which  the  State  of  Connec-  . 
ticut  finds  of  extending  its  commerce  for  the 
want  of  a fufficient  capital  and  good  ports,  adds 
to  the  trade  of  New  York  all  that  of  Connecti- 
cut. New  York  is  alfo  the  place  of  exportation 
of  moft  of  the  provifions  from  New  Jerfey,  as 
wrell  as  of  the  importation  neceiTary  for  this  ftate, 
which,  as  we  have  already  feen,  carries  on  little 
or  no  trade  at  its  fine  port  of  Amboy. 

None  of  the  ftates  is  more  rapidly  increafing 
than  New  York.  All  its  new  lands,  to  the  weft 
of  Albany,  along  and  behind  the  Mohawk  River, 
wrhich  were  not  formerly  inhabited,  are  peopling 
very  faft.  The  immenfe  country,  extending  from 
the  Mohawk  River  by  the  Wood  Creek,  as  far  as 
Lake  Ontario,  and  wrhich  has,  at  different  times 
back,  been  purchaled  by  companies  on  fpecula- 
tion,  begins  to  be  divided  and  cleared.  In  that 
ftiil  larger  traCl,  which  runs  to  the  fouth  of  Lake 
Oneida,  as  far  as  the  boundaries  of  Pcnnfyl Vania, 
there  are  a number  of  feulements  ftiil  farther  ad- 
vanced. 
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vanced.  Geneffee,  which  was  in  a manner  a 
defert  four  years  ago,  is  peopling  beyond  every 
expectation  ; and  all  the  immenfe  territory  of  the 
State  of  New  York  is  now  inhabited,  except  a 
traCl  between  the  river  Geneffee  and  that  of  Nia- 
gara, which  was  acquired  from  the  Indians  only 
laft  month,  and  a fmall  part  ftill  retained  by  the 
Indians,  which  they  will  foon  be  obliged  to  dif- 
pofe  of  to  speculators. 

Thefe  lands  will  be  foon  inhabited  ; they  are 
good,  fome  of  them  of  the  firft  quality  ; and  the 
flats  of  the  Geneffee,  which  I fpoke  of  in  my 
journey  in  the  year  1 7Q5,  are  at  leaft  equal  to 
the  German  flats  along  the  Mohawk  River,  which 
has  been  confidered  the  richett  land  in  America- 
This  country  will  be  peopled  by  the  inhabitants 
of  New  England,  the  moft  induftrious,  active, 
and  enterprifing  of  all  the  United  States  ; and 
if,  as  is  expefled,  the  obftruCtions  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  River  Ofwego  and  Wood  Creek  were 
removed  ; if  the  canals  projected,  and  already 
begun,  to  join  Wood  Creek  and  Mohawk  River  ; 
and  the  canal  to  make  Mohawk  River,  navigable 
as  far  as  Albany,  were  completed  ; and  if  the  fand 
bank  in  Hudfon’s  River,  fix  miles  below  this 
town,  in  the  midft  of  the  - iflands  called  Over- 
flaugh,  which  at  prefent  prevents  large  veffels 
from  going  up  to  Albany,  were,  as  it  is  thought 

practicable. 
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practicable*  cleared  away,  New  York  would  en- 
joy a great  part  of  the  fur  trade. 

This  year  two  fmall  Hoops  have  already  made 
this  voyage  from  Niagara.  But  what  was  to 
them  a matter  of  labour*  will  undoubtedly  be 
foon  made  bafy  foi:  larger  veffelsj  and  will  add 
much  to  the  profperity  of  dll  the  flates  of  New 
York,  and  particularly  its  capitaU 

New  York  is>  next  to  Philadelphia,  the  place 
of  the  greatefl  trade  in  the  United  States.  The 
amoünt  of  its  exports  in  1791  was  two  million 
four  hundred  and  nirlety-one  thoufand  and  fifty- 
four  dollars;  in  1792  it  was  two  million  five 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  and  ninety- 
five  dollars;  in  1793  it  wras  two  million  nine 
hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  three  dollars  ; in  1 794  it  was  five  million 
four  hundred  and  thirty-five  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars;  in  1795  it  was  ten 
million  three  hundred  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
forty-two  dollars  ; x and  in  179Ô  it  was  twelve 
million  two  hundred  and  eighty- eight  thoufand 
and  twenty-feven  dollars. 

The  articles  of  commercé  are  the  fame  as  ifi 
the  other  principal  ports  of  the  United  Spates  ; 
and  thefe,  as  well  as  in  all  the  others,  the  re-ex-> 
portation  of  the  produce  of  the  Antilles  makes  a 
great  part  of  their  exports.  I have  not  been  able 
Vol.  IV.  Q tt> 
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to  procure  equally  fatisfaétory  details  in  ,relpeét 
of  the  imports,  exports,  and  tonnage  of  this  great 
port  as  I obtained  in  feveral  others  ; for  having 
requefted  from  Mr.  Wolcott,  fecretary  of  the 
treafury,  a letter  to  the  colle&or  of  the  cuftoms, 
by  which  means  alone  I could  get  the  informa» 
tion,  hé  fai  cl  that  in  the  prefent  political  fituation 
of  the  United  States  with  France,  fuch  com- 
pliance to  a Frenchman  was  impoffible  : and  al- 
though I faw-in  this  the  perfonal  difpofition  of 
the  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  and  that  this  ftatef- 
man  did  not  with  to  difclofé  what  he  confidered 
political  fecrets  to  one  whom  he  looked  upon  in 
forne  degree  as  an  enemy,  I was  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  his  harfh  anfwer.  The  value  of  the  ex- 
ports from  the  State  of  New  York  in  1 788,  was 
one  million  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou* 
fand  dollars. 

Potafhes  are  more  exported  from  New  York 
than  from  any  other  port  of  the  United  States. 
That  commodity  is  here,  as  in  all  the  other  ftates, 
fubjeéied  to  irffpeétion,  and  it  is  the  only  article 
that  is  always  fold  for  ready  money*  A11  the 
other  articles  of  produce  fubjeft  to  bé  infpeéteH 
in  thé  other  fiâtes  are  fo  in  this.  The  examina** 
tion  of  flour,  although  more  ftrift  than  in  the 
fouthern  fiâtes,  is  lefs  fb  than  at  Philadelphia. 

~ . ^ THE 
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THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

New  York  is,  next  to  Philadelphia,  the  latgeft 
and  bell  town  in  the  United  States.  Thefe  two 
cities  rival  each  other  almoft  in  every  refpeCR 
Philadelphia  has  hitherto  had  the  advantage,  but 
from  the  fine  fituation  of  New  York  there  is 
reafon  to  expeCt  that  fooner  or  later  it  will  gain 
the  fuperiority. 

it  is  calcülated  that  this  city  contains  at  pre- 
fent  upwards  of  fifty  thoufand  inhabitants.  There 
have  been  no  lefs  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  new 
houles  built  here  in  this  prefent  year.  It  is  in- 
creafed  and  beautified  with  unheard  of  quicknefs  ; 
n circumftance  owing,  no  doubt,  in  a great  mea- 
fure,  to  the  immenfe  benefit  its"  trade  has  derived 
for  thefe  two  or  three  years  from  the  prefent 
ftate  of  Europe.  But  if  peace  diminilh,  as  it 
certainly  will,  their  exceffive  profits,  the  extenfion 
of  the  cul  tivated  lands  and  fett^ements  in  this  vaft 
territory,  the  produce  of  which  will  find,  direCtly 
or  indirectly,  a vent  by  Hudfôn’s  River,  will  in- 
fure  a folid  foundation,  independently  of  all  fo- 
reign circumftances,  for  the  increafing  profperity 
ol  the  trade  of  New  York;  To  all  thefe  advan- 
tages New  York  adds  that  of  lying  more  to  the 
eaftward,  and  nearer  to  the  fea  than  any  port  in 
America,  except  Bofton  ; and  it  is  never  choaked 
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up  with  ice,  although  that  part  of  the  bay,  which 
is  formed  by  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  the  fea, 
is  fometimes  frozen  fo  hard  as  to  make  an  eafy 
communication  on  the  ice  between  the  city  and 
the  iilands  called  Governor’s  and  Staten  Illands. 

New  York  is  built  at  the  extremity  of  the 
illand  of  Manhattan,  now  generally  knowm  by 
the  name  of  New  York  Illand.  This  illand, 
which  is  fifteen  miles  long,  and  three  broad  at 
the  wideft  part,'  is  formed  by  Hudfon’s  River  and 
Ealt  River,  improperly  fo  called,  it  being  nothing 
elfe  than  an  arm  of  the  fea,  which  feparates  Long 
Illand  from  New  York  Illand  and  the  continent. 
The  firll  houfes  of  New  York,  then  New  Am- 
llerdam,  wxre  built  in  1Ô14  by  the  Dutch, 
The  Englifh  made  themfelves  mailers  of  it  in 
3 Ô84,  and  retained  it  till  1783.  It  was  the  l'aft 
town  on  the  continent  which  they  quitted. 

In  1775,  when  it  was  evacuated  by  the  Ame- 
rican troops,  the  bell  part  of  the  towm,  and  that 
fituated  next  the  fort,  was,  as  the  Americans  fay, 
burnt  by  the  Englilh,  and,  according  to  the  Eng- 
lilh,  by  the  Americans. 

This  quarter  of  the  city  has  been  rebuilt  finc'e 
the  peace,  and  is  now  one  of  the  handfomell 
parts,  in  it.  The  town  had  formerly  been  built 
without  any  regular  plan*  whence  every  where 
almoll,  except  what  has  been  rebuilt  in  confe- 

quencc 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C,  !22() 

quence  of  the  fire,  the  ftreets  are  fmall  and  crook- 
ed ; the  foot-paths,  where  there  are  any,  narrow, 
and  interrupted  by  the  flairs  from  the  houfes, 
which  makes  the  walking  on  them  extremely  in- 
convenient. Some  good  brick  houfes  are  fituated 
in  thefe  narrow  ftreets  ; but  in  general  the  houfes 
are  mean,  fmall,  and  low,  built  of  wood,  and  a 
great  many  of  them  yet  bear  the  marks  of  Dutch 
tafte.  The  new  part  of  the  city  built  adjoining 
to  Hudfon’s  River,  and  parallel  with  its  courfe, 
is  infinitely  more  handfome  ; the  ftreets  there 
being  generally  ftraight,  broad,  interfering  each 
other  at  right  angles,  and  the  houfes  much  bet- 
ter built.  There  is  not  in  any  city  in  the  world 
a finer  ftreet  thqn  Broadway  ; it  is  near  a mile  in 
length,  and  is  meant  to  be  ftill  farther  extended  : 
it  is  more  than  a hundred  feet  wide  from  one  end 
to  the  other.  Moft  part  of  the  houfes  are  of 
brick,  and  a number  of  them  extremely  hand- 
fome. From  its  elevated  fituation,  its.  pofition 
on  the  river,  and  the  elegance  of  the  buildings, 
it  is  naturally  the  place  of  refidence  of  the  moft 
opulent  inhabitants.  Broadway  is  terminated, 
at  one  end,  by  a handfome  fquare,  in  the  front 
of  which  is  the  governor’s  houfe,  built  in  a very 
good  ftile  of  architecture,  upon  the  fpot  where 
the  fort  flood  before  the  revolution.  The  demo- 
lition of  this  fort  has  alfo  left  between  the  go- 
Q 3 


yepior  s 


230 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


vernor’s  houfe  and  the  river  a large  fpace,  which 
has  been  formed  into  a public  walk,  upon  the 
banks  of  Hudfon’s  River,  and  from  thence  round 
to  Eaft  River,  commands  a view  as  far  as  the 
narrows  at  the  entrance  of  the  roadftead.  Thus, 
in  this  promenade,  the  eye  embraces  at  once  all 
the  outlets  of  this  great  port,  and  fees  all  its  Rap- 
ping come  in  and  go  out.  x This  walk,  which  is 
callçd  the  Pattery,  might  undoubtedly  be  kept  in 
better  order,  and  be  made  more  agreeable  to  the 
ufe  it  is  intended  for,  by  planting  fome  trees,  &c. 
but  as  it  is,  its  fituation  makes  it  incomparably 
the  moft  delightful  public  walk  any  where  to  be 
found. 

The  fortifications  ereéied  upon  Governor’s 
Ifland,  to  defend  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
are  partly  of  brick  and  partly  of  earth  ; they  are 
in  a refpeftable  ftate  of  defence.  The  works  were 
begun  three  years  ago,  upon  a very  good  plan,  by 
M Vincent,  a French  engineer,  and  eighty 
thoufand  dollars  granted  by  congrefs  have  been 
'already  expended  upon  them  ; but  it  will  take  a 
great  deal  niore  to  complete  them  ; and  this  rnufl: 
be  expended  regularly,  and  without  delay,  which 
js  feldom  the  cafe  with  works  of  this  kind  in  the 
United  States.  It  appears,  however,  evident  to 
me,  that  to  fortify  the  heights  of  Long  Ifland, 
would  be  alone  an  effectual  defence  of  the  harbour 
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of  New  York  ; at  leaft  that  it  would  be  an  indif- 
penfiible  addition  to  its  fecurity,  as  there  is  no- 
thing to  prevent  an  enemy  from  landing  in  fome 
places  in  that  ifland  ; and  having  poffeffed  thern- 
lelves  of  thefe  heights,  they  might  foon  become 
matters  of  New  York,  which  they  could  eafily 
deftroy  by  their  artillery, 

New  York  was,  till  laft  year,  the  feat  of  the 
legittature  of  the  ftate,  which  has  been  fince  that 
time  transferred  to  Albany,  The  building  in 
which  the  legiflature  held  its  fittings,  and  which 
contains  alfo  the  courts  of  juftice,  is  one  of  the 
mott  elegant,  or,  at  leaft,  the  moft  fpacious  in  the 
city,v  It  is,  however,  much  inferior  to  the  de- 
fcriptions  given  of  it  in  all  the  American  Ga- 
zetteers. 

There  are  here  nineteen  places  of  worfhip,  be- 
longing to  different  religions.  Of  thefe  the  Tri- 
nity Church  and  St.  Paul’s  are  the  largeft  and 
moft  elegant.  St.  Paul’s  is  the  epifcopal  church. 
The  bifhop,  the  minifters,  and  the  reélor  are  paid 
from  its  revenues,  which  there,  as  in  all  the  others 
in  America,  are  increafed  bv  letting  out  the  news. 
The  monument  ereéted  by  order  of  congrefs  to 
the  memory  of  General  Montgomery,  w ho  was 
killed  at  the  fiege  of  Quebec,  in  1775,  ftands 
againft  one  of  the  outfide  walls  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church. 

Q 4 


There 


232  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

There  are  three  markets  at  New  York,  but  all 
of  them  fmall  and  narrow,  very  much  inferior  to 
thofe  of  Philadelphia,  both  in  fee,  and  in  neat- 
nefs  and  regularity.  They  are  fupplied  from  Jer- 
fey,  and,  in  a great  meafure,  from  Long  Ifland. 
The  nearnefs  of  the  fea  makes  the  fifii-market  be 
better  fupplied  here  than  at  Philadelphia.  Ail 
the  trade  of  confequence  is  carried  on  by  Eaft 
River,  where  likewife  come  the  yeffels  from  Con- 
necticut. It  is  only  the  veffels  belonging  to  Hud- 
fon’s  north  river  that  land  their  cargoes  at  the 
keys  upon  that  river. 

The  water  is,  in  general,  bad  at  New  York, 
although  in  fome  quarters  it  is  lef§  fo  than  in 
others.  There  is  a pump  placed  at  the  extremity 
of  the  City,  where  thofe  families  that  are  not  Sa- 
tisfied with  the  wells  and  common  pumps/  get 
their  water.  The  fpring  which  fupplies  this 
pump  belongs  to  one  of  the  inhabitants,  and  is 
by  him  let  for  twelve  hundred  dollars,  to  a per- 
fon  wdio  is  faid  to  fell  daily  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
thoufand  gallons,  and  fometimes  more.  This 
water  is  known  in  the  town  by  the  name  of  tea 
water. 

But  I have  faid  enough  of  this  city.  All  the 
accounts  which  1 could  give  of  it  would  not 
equal  the  defcriptions  tq  be  found  in  molt  of  the 
American  almanacks.  I fhall  therefore  confine 
myfqlf  to  a few  words  on  its  public  eftablifhments. 
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HOSPITALS  AND  PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 

An  hofpital  fit  to  contain  a hundred  and  fifty 
patients,  is  fupported  at  New  York  at  the  ex- 
pence of  the  flate. 

In  this  hofpital  are  admitted  all  the  poor  inha- 
bitants of  New  York,  and  even  ftrangers.  An 
ordet,  figned  by  one  of  the  dire&ors,  is  all  that 
is  required;  and  from  the*  number  of  patients, 
which  feldom  exceed  fixty,  it  appears  that  this 
facility  of  admiffion  is  not  abufed. 

Thofe  patients  who  can  afford  it,  pay  to  the  in- 
ftitution  two  dollars  and  a half  weekly  for  their 
expences. 

A ikilful  phyfician  vifits  the  patients  regularly 
once  a day  ; and  a young  phyfician  and  an  apo- 
thecary live  in  the  houfe.  The  Undents  who 
attend  the  phyfician  in  his  vifits,  pay,  as  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, a fmall  fum  towards  forming  a library. 
More  attention  feems  to  be  paid  here  to  the  pa- 
tients than  at  Philadelphia  ; or,  at  leaf!:,  the  hof- 
pital is  regulated  fo  as  to  be  of  more  benefit  in 
the  inftrpdtion  of  the  pupils,  and  even  of  the  phy- 
ficians.  A very  correél  journal  is  kept  of  the  dif- 
ferent difeafes,  their  management,  the  effedt  of 
the  medicines,  &c. 

Upon  the  whole  this  hofpital  feems  to  be  well 
m anaged,  but  the  patients  labouring  under  differ- 
ent 
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ent  diforders  are  not  kept  fufficiently  apart,  which 
is  principally  owing  to  the  fmall  number  of  the 
fick.  The  hofpital  having  been  burnt  during 
the  war,  it  has  been  rebuilt  partly  by  fubfcription, 
and  partly  by  the  public  money.  It  is  at  this 
time  fupported  altogether  by  the  ftate,  who  have 
endowed  it  with  the  fum  of  twelve  thoufand 
five  hundred  dollars  paid  annually  by  the  trea- 
forer.  The  directors  have  applied  for  an  aug- 
mentation of  this  turn*  which  is  required  for  the 
additions  and  ameliorations  as  well  of  the  build- 
ings as  of  the  ground  furrounding  it.  They  will 
obtain  this  augmentation  from  the  wife  liberality 
of  the  legifiature,  which  never  refufes  ufeful  and 
beneficial  expences,  although  they  might  fome- 
times  employ  them  with  more  advantage  and 
judgment  than  they  have  done. 

The  poor’s-houfe  is  fupported  by  a poor’s-rate 
raifed  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and  is 
under  the  direction  of  infpedors  of  the  poor. 
There  are  generally  from  fix  to  eight  hundred 
paupers  kept  in  this  houfe  befides  fix  hundred 
more  who  received  affiftance  from  it  during  whi- 
ter. The  building  was  eredted  lafi:  year,  and  cofi: 
twenty-five  thoufand  pounds,  or  an  hundred  and 
thirty  thoufand  dollars.  It  is  kept  remarkably 
neat,  and  thé  poor  well  treated.  A great  num- 
ber of  thefe  are  infirm,  decayed,  and  children,  fo 

that 
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that  the  only  labour  that  can  be  expected  from 
them  is  the  kitchen- work,  waffling,  fewing,  and 
working  in  the  garden  belonging  to  the  houfe. 

The  annual  expence  of  each  pauper  is  calcu- 
lated at  forty  pounds,  or  an  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  The  annual  poor’s-rate  amounts  to  thirty 
ihoufand  dollars,  and  is  in  proportion  to  one 
third  of  the  whole  taxes  raifed  in  the  city  in 
thofe  years  where  there  is  no  extraordinary  ex- 
pence. 

If  a poor’s-houfe  be  any  where  proper,  it  is 
undoubtedly  in  a great  city,  but,  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  ièldom  a good  mftitution  either  in  a politi- 
cal or  charitable  point  of  view.  According  to 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  infpeftors  of  the  poor 
at  New  York,  the  poor-houfe  of  New  York  pro- 
duces paupers. 

It  is  aftonifhing,  that  we  fee  nowhere  in  Ame- 
rica the  eftablilliment  of  benefit-clubs,  where  the 
working  clafs  might,  by  contributing  a fmall 
part  of  their  earnings,  fecure  to  themfelves,  in 
their  old  age,  a fupport  arifing  from  their  eco- 
nomy, which  would  prevent  that  kind  of  fhame 
ever  attending  the  receipt  of  public  charity,  and 
would  be,  in  its  effeéls,  as  beneficial  to  the  morals 
of  the  people  as  to  the  finances  of  the  flate,  and 
its  true  profperity.  Such  inftitutions  fhould 
therefore  receive  every  public  encouragement. 

A numerous 
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A numerous  fociety,  called  the  City  Dlfpe?ifary » 
provides  alfo,  by  fubfcription,  for  the  relief  of  the 
indigent  fick,  in  providing  them  with  medicines. 
A phyfician,  a furgeon,  and  an  apothecary,  are  ap- 
pointed and  paid  by  the  fociety  to  give  their  ad- 
vice to  the  patients  who  attend  there  in  virtue 
of  an  order  from  a member  of  the  fociety.  In 
cafes  of  neceftity  they  are  alfo  to  vifit  the  poor  at 
their  own  houfes,  and  to  inoculate  them  if  re- 
qui  red.  The  fubfcription  is  five  dollars  a year, 
which  gives  the  member  a right  to  have  two 
patients  at  all  times  on  the  lift  ; and  a member 
may  nominate  more  upon  the  additional  pay- 
ment of  two  dollars  and  a half  for  each.  A 
fubfcription  of  fifty  dollars  is  the  qualification  of 
a member  for  life.  This  fociety  annually  relieves 
from  feven  to  eight  hundred  fick.  It  is  a kind 
of  inftitution  common  to  all  the  large  towns  of 
the  United  States*  and  feems  to  be  one  of  great 
utility. 

At  New  York,  as  in  all  the  great  trading  towns 
■'  on  the  continent,  there  are  a great  number  of 
prifoners  for  debt.  A fociety  has  been  eftablifhcd 
by  voluntary  fubfcription,  which  provides  amply 
for  the  wants  of  thofe  debtors  who  have  no  other 
recourfe  to  procure  garments  and  bed  clothes. 
The  juries  called  in  courts  of  law,  who  are  al- 
lowed a ihilling  a day  each  for  their  attendance, 

generally 
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generally  alfo  give  up  this  final!  falary  to  the  above 
purpofe.  The  relief  thus  granted  to  the  poor  pri- 
foners  amounts  annually  to  five  or  fix  hundred 
dollars. 

There  are  feveral  other  charitable  focieties  efta- 
blifhed  at  New  York,  all  with  a view  of  relieving 
the  unfortunate,  the  fick,  and  of  different  de- 
fections ; each  of  which  has  its  particular  regu- 
lations. 

This  is  the  proper  place  to  mention  the  relief 
granted  by  the  ftate  and  city  of  New  York  to  the 
unfortunate  colonifts  who  efcaped  from  St.  Do- 
mingo* and  which  has  been  continued  ever  fince 
the  year  1/Q3,  when  it  was  begun. 

Immediately  upon  their  arrival  at  New  York, 
a fubfeription  was  quickly  raifed  for  their  relief, 
amounting  to  the  fum  of  eleven  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars,  and  fince  that 
time  eleven  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars more  have  been  granted  by  the  legiflature 
of  the  ftate  for  the  emigrant  colonifts.  The  ftate 
of  New  York  has  had  alfo  the  diftribution  of  fe- 
venteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  as  their  pro- 
portion of  fifteen  thoufand  dollars  voted  by  Oon- 
grefs  in  1794  with  the  fame  intention  ; fo  that 
the  unfortunate  colonifts  of  St.  Domingo  have 
received  from  the  ftate  of  . New  York  the  fum  of 
twenty-four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty- 
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four  dollars,  or  an  hundred  and  thirty-two  thou- 
fand  nine  hundred  and  ftventy  French  livres. 

The  benevolent  fpirit  which  induced  the  fub- 
fcription  and  vote  for  theft  fums  has  alfo  prèfided 
at  their  diftribution.  Immediately  on  their  arri- 
val houfes  were  taken  to  receive  thoft  moft  def- 
titule  of  resources  ; they  were  there  fupplied  with 
Food,  clothing,  and  fewel  ; the  lefs  neceffîtoùs  re- 
ceived a fmall  weekly  allowance  of  from  fix  to 
twelve  dollars,  according  to  the  number  of  their 
family.  By  degrees  theft  fuccours  became  lefs' 
neceflary.  France  provided  for  the  fapport  of  a 
great  number  of  families  ; a number  of  others, 
from  time  to  time,  returned  to  thé  colonies,  or 
proceeded  to  France  ; but  the  Hate  of  New  York 
has  never  ceafed  to  exercife  its  benevolence,  and 
there  now  are  raifed  funds  to  fecure  the  French 
families  in  the  city  who  are  deftitute  of  refources; 
againft  the  wants  and  feverity  of  the  approaching 
winter.  The  diftributors  of  thefe  fuccours  have 
beehLiAWRENCE  Emery  ànd  Richard  Làræ- 
if er>  both  Quakers,  who  deferve  every  praife> 
and  the  particular  gratitude  of  all  Frenchmen, 
for  the  goo#nefs,  the  juft  ice;  and  the  unremitting 
attention  with  which  they  have  difeharged  tliis 
honourable  function.  Richard  Làræner  is  no# 
the  foie  agent,  Lawrence  Emery  having  beeii 
dead  for  thefe  two  years. 
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BANKS. 

There  are  two  banks  eftabliilied.  at  New  York  ; 
one  of  thefe  is  a branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  is  conducted  ill  the  fame  manner,  and 
under  the  fame  regulations*  as  the  other  branches 
of  that  bank  ; the  other  is  the  bank  known  bv 
the  name  of  the  New  York  Bank . It  was  incor^ 
porated  in  1791  ; its  capital  is  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  dollars,  in  .nineteen  hundred  fhares 
of  five  hundred  dollats  each.  The  rules  and  the 
bufinefs  carried  on  by  this  bank  are  fimilar  to 
thole  of  the  others  eftablifhed  in  the  United 
States,  particularly  in  Penniyl  vania.  In  its  ad- 
miniftration,  and  in  all  its  tranfaâions,  it  is  ab- 
folutely  independent  of  the  ftate,  which,  by  a 
particular  regulation,  may  purchafe  as  far  as  a 
hundred  fhares,  but  has  no  farther  vote  in  the 
deliberations,  than  in  proportion  to  its  fhares  as 
an  ordinary  proprietor.  This  bank  defervedly 
enjoys  thd  confidence  of  the  public.  Its  dividends 
are  about  nine  per  cent  per  annum.  The  pre- 
fent  value  of  fhares  is  about  twenty -five  per  cent 
above  their  original  price» 

PRISONS. 

I have  before  mentioned  that  the  criminal  jü- 
rifprudence  has  been  reformed  in  the  flate  of 

New 
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New  York,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  crîmè 
of  robbery  in  churches,  has  been  made  altogether 
fimilar  to  that  of  Fennfylvariia  : that  new  fyftèm 
neceffarily  produced  the  prefent  regulation  of  pri~  * 
fons.  The  legiflature  of  Nèw  York  have  been  4 
anxioufly  engaged  in  this  particular,  and  in  the 
conftruérion  of  a prifon  at  New  York  for  ftate 
convicts  ; and  in  the  mean  time,  fince  paffing  the 
Jaw,  it  has  been  ordered  to  delay  building  the  pri- 
fon at  Albany. 

The  new  prifon  at  New  York  is  already  nearly 
finifhed,  and  it  is  upon  à very  complete  plan.  Its 
walls  inclofe  four  acres,  and  nothing  is  wanting  in 
refpeét  of  fecurity,  extent,  good  air,  divifion  of 
the  different  claffes  of  prifoners,  facility  of  fupér- 
intendence,  and  every  other  circumftance  nccef- 
fary  to  this  fort  of  inftitution,  and  will*  without 
doubt,  be  one  of  the  moft  perfect  buildings  of  its 
kind.  It  may  give  fome  idea  of  the  liberality  of 
the  legiflature  of  New  York  in  defraying  ex- 
pences  for  public  utility,  to  ftate  that  this  prifon 
will  coft  upwards  of  nine  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lars. It  will  not  be  entirely  completed  till  the 
next  year,  but  in  the  prefent  year  the  chief  of  the 
lodging  part  will  be  finifhed,  and  the  tonviâls  are 
to  be  removed  thither  in  the  courfe  of  a month. 

This  prifon  is  intended  for.  that  clafs  of  pri- 
foners only  ; prifoners  for  debt,  and  thofe  com- 
mitted' 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  243 

mitted  by  the  police,  being  confined  in  feparate 
priions.  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  it  had  been 
built  within  the  city,  from  which  it  is  about  half 
a mile  diftant,  as  it  would  in  that  cafe  have  been 
in  lefs  danger  of  being  forced  from  without,  and 
the  perfons  in  confinement  refcued.  But  the  city 
of  New  York  is  extending  fo  rapidly  on  that  fide, 
that  in  a very  few  years  it  is  probable  the  prifon 
will  not  be  thus  infulated  : and  even  now  it  is  not . 
at  fo  great  a diftance  but  affiltance  may  be  eafily 
got  when  neceflary. 

The  internal  government  of  this  prifon  will  be 
conducted,  as  at  Philadelphia,  under  infpeitors, 
principally  Quakers.  One  of  thole,  Thomas 
Eddy,  whole  philanthropy,  virtue,  and  zeal, 
merit  equally  the  efteem  of  the  public,  will  ren- 
der this  inftitution  in  no  relpeâ  inferior  to  that 
of  Pennfylvrania.  He  is  one  of  the  moft  excellent 

J 

of  men,  liis  firfi:  wilh  being  to  do  good  to  others.  ' 
In  giving  him  this  praife,  I do  not  mean  to  de- 
tract from  the  merit  of  his  coadjutors,  who,  he 
allures  me,  are  animated  with  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  as  himfelf  ; but,  as  I happen  not  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  them,  I cannot  fpeak  from  my  own 
knowledge. 

The  convins  are  at  prelent  confined  in  the  or- 
dinary prifon,  and  are  well  fuperintended  : four 
or  five  of  them  are  in  the  fame  apartment.;  but 
4 Vol.  IV.  B they 
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they  are  not  made  to  work,  the  place  not  per- 
mitting it r In  the  fame  range  of  buildings  where 
the  conviCts  are  kept,  is  the  houfe  of  correction, 
for  women  confined  by  order  of  the  police.  It 
.is  the  old  fyftem  of  the  Salpetrïere  at  Paris,  in  all 
its  imperfections.  I could  not  fee,  without  hor- 
ror, two  or  three  girls,  twelve  years  of  age,  ar- 
refted  as  public  proffitutes  ; and  one  of  them 
was  there  for  the  fécond  time.  The  vices  of 
large  cities  are  every  where  alike. 

THE  COUNTRY  ABOUT  NEW  YORK. 

The  iiland  of  New  York  being  the  only  place 
round  the  city  that  can  be  reached  without  croff- 
ing  water,  the  ground  there  has  rifen  to  an 
enormous  price.  In  this  place  the  moll  opulent 
inhabitants  of  New  York  have  their  country 
feats.  Among  thefe,  that  of  Mr.  Olive  is  moft 
diftinguifhed  for  its  fimplicity  and  tafte,  and  for 
its  pleafure-grounds,  planted  with  all  the  Eurcn 
pean  trees,  reared  with  an  attention  very  uncom- 
mon in  America,  and  which  is  fully  recompenfed 
by  its  fuccefs.  Mr.  Olive’s  houfe  is  ftiil  more  re- 
markable for  the  truly  patriarchal  and  hofpitable 
life  he  there  leads.  He  paffes  at  this  villa  all 
the  time  he  can  fpare  from  his  bufinefs  as  a mer- 
chant, and  has  the  liappinefs  to  be,  with  one  of 
the  moll  accomplifhed  of  wives,  furrounded  by  a 

charming 
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charming  family.  He  is  of  the  firft  rank  among 
thofe  Frenchmen  whom  no  private  intereft  could 
induce  to  make  them  forget  that  of  their  country. 
The  Americans  allow,  that  this  difpofition  is  more 
common  among  the  French,  than  among  any 
other  people. 

The  foil  is  in  general  bad  in  the  ifland  of  New 
York  ; it  fells  however  higher  than  any  of  the 
grounds  in  the  environs  of  Philadelphia. 

The  land  in  Long-lfland,  which  is  the  dearer 
in  proportion  to  its  vicinity  to  New  York,  is  of  a 
very  inferior  quality.  In  other  refpeffs,  however, 
that  ifland  is  extremely  agreeable.  The  land, 
although  very  indifferent,  is  well  cultivated,  the 
market  of  New  York  furnifliing  a certain  and 
profitable  vent  for  their  produce.  Yet  towards 
the  middle  of  the  ifland  there  is  a good  deal  of 
ground,  of  a light  and  dry  fand,  that  has  been 
hitherto  confidered  as  unfit  for  cultivation.  Al- 
though I went  through  the  whole  of  this  ifland, 
I do  not  confider  it  fufficiently  interefting  to  en- 
ter into  any  details  refpçéting  it,  fuch  as  I have 
given  of  my  other  journi  es.  In  a fpace  of  four 
hundred  miles  fquare,  Long-Ifland  contains,  ac- 
cording to  an  enumeration  made  in  1790,  thirty- 
eight  thoufand  two  hundred  and  nineteen  inha- 
bitants, including  four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty~ni»e  flavds. 
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THE  MANNERS  OF  NEW  YORK,  AND  NOTICES  OF 
PERSONS  INCIDENT  TO  THE  SUBJECT. 

Every  thing  is  ftill  dearer  at  New  York  than 
at  Philadelphia  : the  fhops  are  not  fo  well  {ap- 
plied, and  the  fhopkeepers  not  fo  civil  and 
obliging. 

The  manners  are  the  fame  at  Ne>v  York  as 
in  the  other  large  towns  in  America,  throughout 
all  the  different  claffes  of  fociety.  In  point  of 
hofpitality,  the  inhabitants  hold  a middle  degree 
between  thofe  of  Philadelphia  and  thofe  of  Bof- 
ton. 

Their  political  opinions  were  more  favourable 
to  England  two  years  ago  than  they  are  now  ; 
and  it  is  at  prefent  doubtful  whether  Mr.  Jay, 
who  owes  his  election  as  governor  of  the  ftate  to 
that  difpofition,  will  be  re-eledted  the  enfuing 
year. 

I had  great  pleafure  in  again  meeting  here  Mr. 
Hamilton,  who,  as  I have  already  mentioned,  is 
one  of  the  moft  interefting  characters  in  Ame- 
rica : he  unites,  to  an  enlarged  underftanding,. a 
great  degree  of  courage  and  firmnefs,  with  mild 
and  extremely  agreeable  manners.  It  is  gene- 
rally thought,  and  apparently  with  fome  founda- 
tion, that  he  ftrongly  influenced,  and  even  directed 
the  conduit  of.  General  Wafhington  in  the  laft 
~r  - years 
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years  of  his  presidency.  Mr.  Hamilton,  is,  more 
than  any  other  of  the  federalift  party,  expofed  to 
the  ill-will  of  the  oppofite  party:  he  is  a very 
eminent  Barrifter  at  New  York,  and  his  pro- 
feffional  condud  is  highly  liberal.  Bom  without 
a fortune,  he  quitted  the  office  of  fecretary  of  the 
treafury  without  a fortune,  when  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  confoli dation  of  the  public  debt, 
the  extenfive  fales  of  land,  &c.  gave  him  immenfe 
opportunities  of  becoming  rich,  without  the  rifk 
of  public  cenfure,  if  he  had  chofen  to  profit  by 
them  ; but  a difintereftednefs  in  pecuniary  mat- 
ters, every  where  rare,  but  particularly  fo  in  Ame- 
rica, is  a univerfally  allowed  trait  in  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton’s charader;  and  I have  been  informed,  by 
his  clients,  that  their  only  contefl:  with  him  is 
refpeding  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fees  he  requires. 

Colonel  Burr,  who  is  alfo  one  of  the  mod 
didinguifhed  charaders  in  the  United  States,  for 
the  extent,  precifion,  and  clearnefs  of  his  judg- 
ment, for  his  acquired  knowledge,  and  for  the 
delicacy  and  generofity  of  his  fçntiments,  and 
whofe . friendfhip  I have  enjoyed  for  thefe  two 
years,  made  me  acquainted  with  the  aged  Gene- 
ral Clinton,  formerly  governor  of  the  date  of 
New  York,  who  is  now  as  ardent  in  his  love  of 
liberty  as  he  was  at  the  age  of  thirty  ; and  as  he 
has  devoted  hirnfelf  during  the  whole  courfe  oF 
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the  revolution,  and  ftnce  that  period,  to  eftablifh 
and  preferve  the  liberty  of  his  country,  he  alfo  has 
^ number  of  enemies  in  the  federalift  party  ; but, 
from  what  I have  feen,  and  from  what  I know 
of  him,  I confider  him  a man  of  the  moft  efti- 
mable  character. 

Another  inhabitant  of  New  York,  whom  I fre- 
quently met  during  my  laft  flay  there,  where  my 
intention  of  returning  foon  to  Europe  induced 
me  to  keep  little  company,  is  Edjvhjnd  Living- 
ston, one  of  the  moft  enlightened  and  eloquent 
members  of  the  oppofition  party  in  congrefs. 
When  the  American  politics,  coming  round  to- 
wards England,  reftrained  public  expreffions  of 
attachment  to  the  unfortunate  Lafayette,  whom 
they  knew  in  fad:  more  as  the  prifoner  of  George 
the  Third,  and  under  the  influence  of  that  mo- 
narch, than  that  of  the  Emperor,  and  prevented 
any  attempts  being  made  to  loofen  his  chains; 
Edward  Livingfton  more  than  once  raifed  his 
voice  in  congrefs,  to  engage  them  to  take  pro- 
per fteps  towards  the  deliverance  of  that  unfortu- 
nate but  eftimable  character,  and  to  call  the  ho- 
nourable attention  of  congrefs  towards  his  fon. 
Although?  Edward  Livingfton  is  too  young  to 
have  ferved  with  Lafayette  in  America,  and  could 
have  no  particular  tie  to  him,  he  faw  in  his  çaufe 
that  of  the  friends  of  liberty,  that  of  America, 
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and  he  has  fupportcd  it  with  warmth.  He  has 
always  been  feconded  by  a number  of  his  col-* 
leagues,  and  often  by  the  majority  ; he  would 
have  been  fo  by  the  whole,  in  any  other  ftate  of 
political  difpofitions. 

I fhall  be  pardoned  for  adding  the  name  of 
Kosciosko  to  the  lift  which  I delight  in  com- 
memorating. There  is  no  heart  friendly  to  li- 
berty, or  an  admirer  of  virtue  and  talent,  in 
whom  the  name  of  Kofciofko  does  not  excite 
fentiments  of  intereft  and  refpedi.  The  purity 
and  liberality  of  his  intentions,  the  boldnefs  of 
his  undertakings,  the  able  manner  in  which  he 
conducted  them,  and  the  misfortunes  and  atro- 
cious captivity  which  have  been  their  confe- 
quence,  are  too  well  known  to  require  repetition; 
It  is  alfo  well  known,  that  Paul  the  Firft  figna- 
lifed  the  commencement  of  his  reign  by  the  en- 
largement of  this  refpediable  fufferer,  whofe  im- 
prifonment  arid  barbarous  treatment  made  every 
generous  mind  condemn  Catharine,  if  the  whole 
life  of  that  infamous  woman,  blackened  with 
crimes  and  vices,  could  be  fullied  by  an  addi- 
tional crime.  In  America,  where  he  ferved  with 
diftindlion  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  has  Ko- 
fciolko  come  to  feek  an  afylum.  He  lodged, 
when  I faw  him,  at  the  houfe  of  the  brave  Ge- 
neral Gates,  m whofe  army  he  was  employed  at 
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the  memorable  affair  of  Saratoga.  The  confe- 
quences  of  his  wounds,  which  {fill  prevent  him 
from  the  freeufe  of  one  of  his  legs,  and  his  rigor- 
ous confinement,  have  impaired  his  health,  but 
it  now  begins  to  be  re-eftablilhed.  Simple  and 
modeft,  he  even  fheds  tears  of  gratitude,  and 
feems  aftonifhed  at  the  homage  he  receives.  He 
fees  in  every  man  who  is  the  friend  of  liberty  and 
of  man,  a brother.  His  countenance,  fparkling 
with  fire,  difcovers  a foul  which  no  circumflances 
can  render  dependent,  and  expreffes  the  language 
of  his  heart,  Shall  I never  then  fght  more  for  my 
country  ? He  fpeaks  little,  particularly  on  the 
misfortunes  of  his  country,  although  the  thought 
of  thefe  occupy  his  whole  foul.  In  a word,  ele- 
vation of  fentinaent,  grandeur,  fweetnefs,  force, 
goodnefs,  all  that  commands  refpeél  and  homage, 
appear  to  me  to  be  concentrated  in  this  cele- 
brated and  intereffing  viétim  of  misfortune  and 
defpotifm.  I have  met  few  men  whofe  appear- 
ance fo  much  excited  in  me  that  effeâ. 

His  young  friend  Niemcewicz,  who  was 
wounded  in  the  fame  battle  with  Kofciofko,  and, 
like  him,  was  imprifoned  in  the  dungeons  of 
Catherine,  has  followed  him  to  America,  and 
devotes  to  him  the  fondeft  attentions  of  friend- 
fhip.  Niemcewicz  is,  from  his  noble  fentiments, 
the  agreeablenefs  qf  his  manners,  and  the  extent 
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of  his  knowledge,  a perfon  particularly  intereft- 
ing.  He  is  faid  to  hold  the  firft  rank  among 
the  poets  of  his  country. 

.After  having  feen  both  thefe  great  men  as  often 
as  I could,  I left  them,  with  a fmcere  wifh  for  the 
hàppinefs  of  their  country,  which  was  returned 
with  an  equal  wiih  on  their  part  in  behalf  of 
mine. 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 


HAVING  given  a fketch  of  the  Confutations 
and  principal  laws  of  the  union,  I have 
now  to  fpeak  of  the  federal  government,  which 
exercifes  a fovereign  power  over  the  whole,  and. 
forms  the  bond  which  unites  them  together. 

The  political  character  of  the  times  gives  a de- 
gree of  importance  to  this  part  of  my  work  that 
belongs  to  no  other  ; were  it  not,  indeed,  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  render  the  notions  of  my 
reader  more  diftinét  and  perfect  refpeéling  the 
United  States  and  their  feveral  governments. 

SITUATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  PREVIOUS 
TO  THE  YEAR  1797. 

Early  in  the  American  revolution,  and  in  the 
midft  of  the  dangers  of  that  war  it  occafioned, 
a congrefs  was  held  of  deputies  from  each  of  the 
Hates,  who,  fitting  together  in  one  chamber, 
formed  the  government  of  the  union.  The  only 
bond  which  connected  the  feveral  Hates,  at  this 
period,  was  the  common  caufe  in  which  they 
were  engaged  ; and  the  general  confidence  was 
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the  foie  authority  of  the  congrefs.  But  fo  im- 
perious were  the  circumdances  in  which  they 
aded,  and  fo  perfed  the  zeal  of  their  conditu- 
cuts,  that  the  orders  they  iffued,  many  of  which 
exceeded  their  authority,  were  promptly  and  fera- 
pulouily  obeyed.  The  congrefs  thus  drength- 
ened  with  the  public  opinion  accomplifhed  many 
great  objeds  ; it  levied  armies  ; raifed  extenfive 
loans  ; formed  important  alliances  ; maintained 
the  war  with  vigour  ; and  proclaimed  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  country. 

The  articles  of  confederation  which  were  not 
adopted  till  1/81,  gave  the  congrefs  a more  ex- 
tenfive authority  ; but  one  that  was  dill  very  li- 
mited, and,  in  many  refpeds,  incomplete.  By 
thofe  articles  it  had  authority  to  require  of  the 
different  dates  the  money  neceffary  for  the  war, 
and  the  expences  of  the  union  ; but  it  was  to- 
tally deditute  of  all  means  for  coercion  on  the 
dates,  or  even  individuals,  who  fhould  refufe  to 
bear  their  portion  of  the  public  burthens  ; and 
all  regulations  of  commerce,  however  general, 
were  left  to  the  feveral  dates. 

At  the  peace,  zeal  and  confidence  abated  with 
the  ab fence  of  the  dangers  that  gave  them  birth. 
The  congrefs  found  the  limits  of  its  authority 
too  narrow  ; it  was  deditute  even  of  power  to 
execute  its  own  laws  ; and  was,  on  that  account, 
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Unwilling  to  pafs  many  that  were  neceflary.  The 
Inadequacy  of  the  government  to  its  objeét  was 
felt  in  every  direction  ; the  feveral  ftates  negleéted 
to  fulfil  engagements  made  by  the  congrefs,  irx 
the  name  of  the  whole,  to  pay  debts  contracted 
for  the  war  ; the  paper  of  the  congrefs  was  de- 
preciated ; credit  exifted  no  longer  ; and  com- 
merce Ianguifhed.  England  laid  heavy  duties  on 
the  importation  of  the  produce  of  the  American 
ftates.  Some  of  the  fiâtes,  it  is  true,  impofed 
heavy  duties  on  Englifh  goods  ; but  that  meafure 
was  not  general,  and,  in  the  condition  of  the 
country,  the  expedient  was  prejudicial  to  the 
ftates  by  whom  it  was  adopted. 

It  was  in  the  midfl  of  thefe  and  other  calami- 
ties, and  with  a defign  of  applying  a remedy  to 
them,  that  the  Convention  of  Annapolis,  and 
afterwards  that  of  Philadelphia,  were  convoked. 

This  lafl  convention  framed  the  conftitution 
which  at  this  day  exifts  in  the  United  States. 
Although  it  is  already  well  known,  I will  here  fct 
it  down  entire  and  in  its  own  words.  A confti- 
tution  is  a thing  of  which  a perfedl  idea  is  not 
formed  from  a mere  abftradt  ; and  a complete 
idea  of  the  American  conftitution  is  neceflary  to 
comprehend  what  I have  to  fay  concerning  the 
debates  on  this  conftitution^  and  the  opposition  it  ' 
had  to  encounter. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES* 

We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  form  a more  perfeâ  union,  eftablifli  juftice, 
infure  domeftic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
fecure  the  bleffmgs  of  liberty  to  ourfelves  and  our 
pofterity,  do  ordain  and  eftablifli  this  conftitution 
for  the  United  States  of  America. 

Article  I. 

Seulion  lft.  All  legiflative  powers  herein  grant- 
ed fliall  be  vefted  in  a congrefs  of  the  United 
States,  which  fliall  confift  of  a fenate  and  houle 
of  reprefentatives. 

Seâl . 2d.  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  ftiall  be 
compofed  of  members  chofen  every  fécond  year 
by  the  people  of  the  feveral  ftates  ; and  the  elec- 
tors in  each  ftate  fliall  have  the  qualifications  re- 
quifite  for  electors  of  the  moft  numerous  branch 
of  the  ftate  legiflature. 

No  perfon  fliall  be  a reprefentative  who  lhall 
not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  been  feven  years  a citizen  of  the  United  States; 
and  who  fliall  not,  when  eleâed,  be  an  inhabitant 
of  that  ftate  in  which  he  fliall  be  chofen. 

Reprefentatives  and  direct  taxes  fliall  be  ap- 
portioned among  the  feveral  ftates  which  may  be 

included 


TRAVELS  THOROUGH 


254 

included  within  this  union,  according  to  their 
refpedtive  numbers,  which  fliall  be  determined 
by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  perfons, 
including  thole  bound  to  fervice  for  a term  of 
years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three- 
fifths  of  all  other  perfons.  The  adtual  enumera- 
tion fliall  be  made  within  three  years  after  the 
firft  meeting  of  the  congrels  of  the  United  States, 
and  within  every  fubfequent  term  of  ten  years,  in 
fuch  a manner  as  they  fliall  by  law  diredt.  The 
number  of  reprefentatives  fliall  not  exceed  one 
for  every  thirty  thoufand,  but  each  ftate  fliall  have 
at  leaft  one  reprefentative  ; and  until  fuch  enu- 
meration fliall  be  made,  the  ftate  of  New  Hamp- 
fhire  fliall  be  entitled  to  choofe  three,  Maffachu- 
fetts  eight,  Rhode  Xfland  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions one,  Connecticut  five,  New  York  fix,  New 
Jerfey  four,  Pennfylvania  eight,  Delaware  one, 
Maryland  fix,  Virginia  ten.  North  Carolina  five; 
South  Carolina  five,  and  Georgia  three. 

When  vacancies  happen  in  the  reprefentation 
of  any  ftate,  the  executive  authority  thereof  fliall 
iflue  writs  of  election  to  fill  fuch  vacancies.  Thé 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  fliall  choofe  their  fpeaker 
and  other  officers,  and  fliall  have  the  foie  power 
of  impeachment. 

Seffii  3d.  Thefenateof  the  United  States  fliall 
be  compofed  of  two  fen^ators  from  each  ftate, 
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chofen  by  the  legiflature  thereof*  for  fix  years  ; 
and  each  fenator  fhall  have  one 'vote. 

Immediately  after  they  fhall  be  aflembled,  in 
confequence  of  the  firft  election*  they  fhall  be 
divided  as  equally  as  may  be  into  three  daffes. 
The  feats  of  the  fenators  of  the  firft  clafs  fhall  be 
vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  fécond  year  ; of 
the  fécond  clafs  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth 
year  ; and  of  the  third  clafs  at  the  expiration  of 
the  fixth  year  ; fo  that  one-third  may  be  chofen 
in  every  fecond  year;  and  if  vacancies  happen, 
by  refignation,  or  otherwife,  during  the  recefs  of 
the  legiflature  of  any  ftate,  the  executive  power 
thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  legiflature*  which  fhall 
then  fill  up  fuch  vacancies. 

No  perfon  fhall  be  a fenator  who  fhall  not  have 
attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine 
years  a citizen  of  the  United  States  ; and  who 
fhall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  the 
Hate  for  which  he  fhall  be  chofen. 

The  vice-prefident  of  the  United  States  fhall 
be  prefident  of  the  fenate  ; but  fhall  have  no 
vote,  unlefs  they  be  equally  divided. 

The  fenate  fhall  choofe  their  other  officers, 
and  alfo  a prefident,  pro  tempore , in  the  abfence 
of  the  vice-prefident,  or  when  he  fhall  exercife 
the  office  of  prefident  of  the  United  States. 
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The  fenate  fhall  have  the  foie  power  to  try  all 
impeachments.  When  fitting  for  that  purpofe, 
they  fhall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation.  When 
the  prefident  of  the  United  States  is  tried,  the 
chief  j office  fhall  prefide  ; and  no  perfon  fhall  be 
convidted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  prefent. 

Judgment,  in  cafes  of  impeachment,  fhall  not 
extend  further  than  to  a removal  from  office,  and 
a difqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of 
honour,  truft,  or  profit  under  the  United  States  ; 
but  the  party  convidted  fhall  be  neverthelefs  fub- 
jedt  to  indidlment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punifh- 
ment,  according  to  law'. 

Seffi.  4th.  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of 
holding  eledtion  for  fenators  and  reprefentatives, 
fhall  be  prefcribed  in  each  flate  by  the  legiflature 
thereof  ; but  the  congrefs  may  at  any  time  by 
law,  make  or  alter  fuch  regulations,  except  as  to 
the  place  of  choofing  fenators. 

The  congrefs  fhall  affemble  at'leafi  once  every 
year,  and  fuch  meetings  fhall  be  on  the  firft  Mon- 
day of  December,  unlefs  they  fhall  by  law  appoint 
a different  day. 

Se£i.  5 th.  Each  houfe  fhall  be  the  judge  of  the 
eledlions,  returns,  and  qualifications,  for  its  own 
members,  and  a majority  of  each  fhall  conftitute 
a quorum  to  do  bufinefs  ; but  a fmaller  number 

may 
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may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  au* 
thorized  to  Compel  the  attendance  of  abfent 
members,  in  fuch  à manner,  and  under  füch  pe- 
nalties as  each  houfe  may  provide. 

Each  houfe  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  pro* 
ceedings,  punifh  its  members  for  diforderly  beha- 
viour, and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds, 
expel  a member. 

Each  houfe  fhall  keep  a journal  of  its  proceed* 
ings,  and  from  time  to  time  publifn  the  fame, 
excepting  fuch  parts  as  in  their  judgment  may 
require  fecrecy  ; and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the 
members  of  either  houfe,  on  any  queflion,  fhall, 
at  the  defire  of  one-fifth  of  thofe  prefent,  be  en- 
tered on  the  journal. 

Neither  houfe,  during  the  fefTion  of  congrefs, 
fhall,  without  the  confent  of  the  other,  adjourn 
for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place 
than  that  in  which  the  two  houfes  fhall  be  fitting. 

Se£i,  6th.  The  fenators  and  reprefentatives  fhall 
receive  a compenfation  for  their  ferviccs,  to  be 
afcertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  treafury 
of  the  United  States.  They  fhall,  in  all  cafes, 
except  treafon,  felony,  and  the  breach  of  peace, 
be  privileged  from  arreft  during  their  attendance 
at  the  fcffion  of  their  refpeélive  houfes,  and  in 
going  to  and  returning  from  the  famç  ; and  for 
Vol,  IV*  S any 
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any  fpeech  or  debate  in  either  houfe,  they  fhall 
not  be  queftioned  in  any  other  place. 

No  fenator  or  reprefentative  fhall,  during  the 
time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to 
any  civil  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  which  fhall  have  been  created,  or  the  emo- 
luments whereof  fhall  have  been  encreafed  dur- 
ing fuch  time  ; and  no  perfon  holding  any  office 
under  the  United  States  fhall  be  a member  of 
either  houfe  during  his  continuance  in  office. 

Seâî.  7th<  All  bills  for  raifmg  revenue  fhall  ori- 
ginate in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  ; but  the 
fenate  may  propofe  or  concur  with  amendments, 
as  pn  any  other  bills. 

Every  bill  which  fhall  have  paffed  in  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives,  and  the  fenate,  fhall,  before  it 
becomes  a law,  be  prefented  to  the  prefident  of 
the  United  States  ; and  if  he  approve,  he  fhalL 
fign  it,  but  if  not  he  fhall  return  it,  with  his  ob- 
jections, to  that  houfe  in  which  it  originated, 
who  fhall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their 
journal,  and  proceed  to  reconfider  it.  If,  after 
fuch  re-confideration,  two-thirds  of  that  houfe 
Thai!  agree  to  pafs  the  bill,  it  fhall  be  fent,  toge- 
ther with  the  objections,  to  the  other  houfe,  by 
which  it  fhall  alio  be  re-confidered,  and,  if  ap- 
proved by  two^thirds  of  that  houfe,  it  fhall  be- 
come 
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come  a law.  But  in  all  fuch  cafés  the  votes  of, 
both  houfes  fhall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  names  of  the  perfons  voting  for  and  againft 
the  bill  fhall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each 
houfe  refpedively.  If  any  bill  fhall  not  be  re- 
turned by  the  prefident  within  ten  days,  Sundays 
excepted,  after  it  fhall  have  been  prefented  to 
him,  the  fame  fhall  be  a law,  in  like  manner  as  if 
he  had  figned  it,  unlefs  the  congrefs,  by  their  axh 
journmcnts,  prevent  its  return,  in  which  cafe  it 
lhall  not  be  a law. 

Every  order,  refolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the 
concurrence  of  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives,  may  be  neccffary,  except  on  a queftion  of 
adjournment,  fhall  be  offered  to  the  prefident  of 
the  United  States  ; and  before  the  fame  fhall  take 
effect,  fhall  be  approved  by  him,  or,  being  difag* 
proved  by  him,  fhall  be  repaffed  by  two-thirds  of 
the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  and  limitations  prefcribed  in  the 
cafe  of  a bill. 

Se£l.  8th.  The  congrefs  fhall  have  power  to  lay 
and  colleél  taxes,  duties,  impofts,  and  excifes  ; to 
pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States; 
but  all  duties,  impofts,  and  excifes,  fhall  be  uni- 
form throughout  the  United  States; 
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To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States  ; 

To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
and  among  the  feveral  fiâtes,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes  ; 

To  cftablilh  the  uniform  rule  of  naturalization, 
and  uniform  laws  on  the  fubjedt  of  bankruptcies 
throughout  the  United  States  ; 

To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and 
of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  flandard  of  weights 
and  meafures  ; 

To  provide  for  the  punifhment  of  counterfeit- 
ing the  fecurities  and  current  coin  of  the  United 
States  ; 

To  eflablifh  poll  offices  and  poll  roads  ; 

To  promote  the  progrefs  of  fciences  and  ufeful 
arts,  by  fecuring,  for  limited  times,  to  authors 
and  inventors,  the  exclufive  right  to  their  refpec- 
tive  writings  and  difcoveries  ; 

To  conftitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  fupreme 
court  ; 

To  define  and  punifh  piracies  and  felonies  com- 
mitted on  the  high  feas,  and  offences  committed 
againfl  the  laws  of  nations  ; 

To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque,  and 
reprifal,  and  make  rules  concerning  captures  on 
land  and  water  ; 


To 
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To  raife  and  fupport  armies  ; but  no  appro- 
priation of  money  for  that  ufe  fhall  be  for  a longer 
term  than  two  years  ; 

To  provide  and  maintain  a navy  ; 

To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regula- 
tion of  the  land  and  naval  forces  ; 

To  provide  for  the  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  fupprefs  infurrec- 
tions,  and  repel  invafions  ; 

To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  difci- 
plining  the  militia  ; and  for  governing  fuch  part  or 
them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  rcferving  to  the  fiâtes  refpedlively 
the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  authority 
of  training  the  militia  according  to  the  dilcipline 
prefcrihcd  by  congrefs  ; 

To  exercife  exclufive  legiflation  in  all  cafes 
whatfoever,  over  fuch  diftricl,  not  exceeding  ten 
miles  fquare,  as  may  by  ceffion  of  particular  fiâtes, 
and  the  acceptance  of  congrefs,  become  the  feat 
of  government  of  the  United  States  ; and  to  ex- 
ercife  like  authority  over  all  places  purchafed  by 
the  confent  of  the  legiflature  of  the  ftate  in  which 
the  fame  fhall  be,  for  the  eredlion  of  forts,  ma- 
gazines, arfenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful 
buildings  : and  to  make  all  laws  which  fhall  be 
neceffary  to  carry  into  execution  the  foregoing 
powers,  and  all  other  powers  veiled  by  this  con- 
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ftitution  in  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
QX  in  any  department  thereof.  . 

Seffi.  Qth.  The  migration  or  importation  of  fuch 
perfons,  as  any  of  the  ftates  now  exifting  fhall 
think  proper  to  admit,  fhall  not  be  prohibited 
by  the  congrefs  prior  to  the  year  ] 808  ; but  a 
t$x  or  duty  may  be  impofed  on  fuch  importation, 
not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  perfon. 

The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  fhall 
not  be  fufpended,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  rebellion  or 
invafion,  or  when  the  public  fafety  may  require  it. 

No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  pojl  faffo  law  fhall  be 
pafled. 

No  capitation  or  other  direct  tax  fhall  be  laid, 
nnlefs  in  proportion  to  the  cenfiis  or  enumeration 
herein  before  directed  to  be  taken. 

No  tax  or  duty  fhall  be  laid  on  articles  ex- 
ported from  any  ftate.- — No  preference  fhall  be 
given  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue 
to  the  ports  of  one  ftate  over  thofe  of  another  ; 
nor  fhal]  veffels  bound  to  or  from  one  ftate,  be 
obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  in  another. 

No  money  fhall  be  drawn  from  the  treafurjq 
but  in  confequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
Jaw  ; and  a regular  ftatement  and  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money 
fhall  be  publifhed  from  time  to  time. 

No  title,  of  nobility  fhall  be  granted  by  the 

United 
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United  States  ; and  no  perfon  holding  any  office 
of  profit  or  truft  under  them  ffiall,  without  the 
confient  ôf  congre  fis,  accept  of  any  prefent,  emo- 
lument, office,  or  title,  of  any  kind  whatever, 
from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  ftate. 

Se 5i.  loth.  No  ftate  ffiall  enter  into  any  treaty 
alliance,  or  confederation  ; grant  letters  of  marque 
and.  reprifial  ; coin  money  ; emit  bills  of  credit  ; 
make  any  fihing  but  gold  and  filver  coin  a tender 
in  payment  of  debts  ; pafis  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex 
poji  faëïo  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligations  of 
contracts,  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

No  ftate  ffiall,  without  the  confient  of  con- 
g reft,  lay  any  impofts  or  duties  on  imports  or 
exports,  except  what  may  be  abfiolutely  neceftary 
for  executing  its  infipeclion  laws  ; and  the  net 
produce  of  all  duties  and  impofts,  laid  by  any 
ftate  on  imports  or  exports,  ffiall  be  for  the  ufe  cf 
the  treafury  of  the  United  States  ; and  all  fiuch 
laws  ffiall  be  fubjed:  to  the  revifiori  and  controul 
of  the  congrefis. — No  ftate  ffiall,  without  the  con- 
fient of  congrefs,  lay  duty  on  tonnage  ; keep  troops, 
or  fliips  of  war,  in  time  of  peace  ; enter  into  any 
engagement  or  compact  with  another  ftate,  or 
with  a foreign  power,  or  engage  in  war,  unlefis 
actually  invaded,  or  in  fuch  imminent  danger  as 
will  not  admit  delay. 
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Article  II. 

SeSf.  ift.  The  executive  power  fhall  be  vefted 
in  a prefident  of  the  United  States  of  America  : 
he  fhall  hold  his  office  during  the  term  of  four 
years,  and,  together  with  the  vice-prefident  cho« 
fen  for  the  fame  term,  be  elected  as  follows.. 

Each  ftate  fhall  appoint,  in  fuch  manner  as  the 
iegiflature  thereof  may  direft,  a number  of  elec- 
tors, equal  to  the  whole  number  of  fenators  and 
reptefentatlvcs  to  which  the  ftate  may  be  intitled 
in  the  çongrefs  : but  no  fenator  or  rcprefentative, 
or  perfon  holding  an  office  of  truft  or  profit  un- 
der the  United  States,  fhall  be  appointed  elector. 

The  electors  fhall  meet  in  their  refpedtive 
ftates,  and  vote  by  ballot  two  perfons,  of  whom 
one  at  leaft  fhall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  fame 
ftate  with  themfelves.  And  they  fhall  make  a 
lift  of  all  perfons  voted  for,  and  the  number  of 
votes  for  each  ; wffiich  lift  they  fhall  fign,  certify, 
and  tranfmit,  fealed,  to  the  feat  of  government 
of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the  prefident  of 
the  Senate-  The  prefident  of  the  fenate  fhall,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  fhall 
then  be  counted. 

The  perfon  having  the  greateft  number  of  votes 
fhall  be  the  prefident,  . if  fuch  a number  be  a ma- 

jority 
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jority  of  electors  appointed  ; and  if  there  be  more 
than  one  who  have  fuch  majority,  and  have  an 
equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fen tatives  fhall  immediately  choofe,  by  ballot, 
one  of  them  for  prefident  ; and  if  no  perfon  have 
a majority  then  from  the  five  higheft  on  the  lift, 
the  faid  houfe  fhall,  in  the  like  manner,  choofe 
the  prefident.  But  in  choofing  the  prefident  the 
votes  fhall  be  taken  by  ftates,  the  reprefentations 
from  each  ftate  having  one  vote  ; a quorum  for 
this  purpofe  fhall  confift  of  a member  or  mem- 
bers from  two  thirds  of  the  ftates,  and  a majority 
of  all  the  ftates  fhall  be  neceffary  to  a choice.  In 
every  cafe,  after  the  choice  of  the  prefident,  the 
perfon  having  the  greateft  number  of  votes  of 
the  eleétors  fhall  be  the  vice-prefident.  But  if 
there  fhould  remain  two  or  more  who  have  equal 
votes,  the  fenate  fhall  choofe  from  them,  by  bal- 
lot, the  vice-prefident. 

The  congrefs  may  determine  the  time  of  choof- 
ing the  electors,  and  the  day  on  which  they  fhall 
give  their  votes  ; which  day  fhall  be  the  fame 
throughout  the  United  States. 

No  perfon  except  a natural-born  citizen,  or  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  this  conftitution,  fhall  be  eligible  to 
the  office  of  prefident  ; neither  fhall  any  perfon 
be  eligible  to  that  office  who  fhall  not  have  at- 
tained 
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tained  to  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  been 
fourteen  years  a refident  within  the  United  States. 

In  cafe  of  the  removal  of  the  prefident  from 
office,  or  of  his  death,  refignation,  or  inability 
to  difeharge  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  faid 
office*  the  fame  fiiall  devolve  on  the  vice-prefi- 
dent,  and  the  congrefs  may  by  law  provide  for 
the  cafe  of  removal,  death,  refignation,  or  ina- 
bility, both  of  the  prefident  and  vice-prefident, 
declaring  what  officer  fhall  then  act  as  prefident, 
and  fuch  officer  fhall  aft  accordingly,  until  the 
difability  be  removed,  or  a prefident  fhall  be 
eledled.  _ 

The  prefident  fhall,  at  flated  times,  receive  for 
his  fervices,  a compenfation,  which  fhall  neither 
be  increafed  or  diminifhed  during  that  period  for 
which  he  fhall  have  been  eledled,  and  he  fhall  not 
receive  within  that  period  any  other  emolument 
from  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

Before  he  enters  on  the  execution  of  his  office, 
he  fhall  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : 

66  I do  folemnly  fwear,  or  affirm,  that  1 will 
faithfully  execute  the  office  of  prefident  of  the 
United  States,  and  will,  to  the  befl  of  my  ability, 
preferve,  protedt,  and  defend  the  conftitution  of 
the  United  States.” 

Seffi.  2d.  The  prefident  fhall  be  commander  in 
chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States, 

and 
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and  of  the  militia  of  the  feveral  ftates  ; when 
called  into  the  actual  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
he  may  require  the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  the 
principal  officer  in  each  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments, upon  any  fubjeét  relating  to  the  duties 
of  their  refpeétive  offices,  and  he  ffiall  have 
power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for  of- 
fences again!!  the  United  States,  except  in  cafes 
of  impeachment. 

He  ffiall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  fenate,  to  make  treaties,  pro-* 
vided  two-thirds  of  the  fenators  prefent  concur  ; 
and  he  ffiall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  confent  of  the  fenate  ffiall  appoint  am- 
bafladors,  other  public  minifters,  and  confuîs, 
judges  of  the  fuprçme  court,  and  all  other  officers 
of  the  United  States,  whofe  appointments  are 
not  herein  other  wife  provided  for,  and  which 
ffiall  be  eftabliffied  by  law.  But  the  congrefs 
may,  by  lav/,  veil  the  appointment  of  fuch  in- 
ferior officers,  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  prefi- 
dent  alone,  in  the  courts  of  lav/,  or  in  the  heads 
of  the  departments. 

The  prefident  ffiall  have  pov/er  to  fill  up  all 
vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recefs  of 
the  fenate,  by  granting  commiffions  which  ffiall 
expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  feffion. 

$e£L  3d.  He  ffiall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to 

the 
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the  congrefs  information  of  the  ftate  of  the  Union, 
and  recommend  to  their  confideration  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  he  fhall  judge  neceffary  and  expedient  ; 
he  may,  on  extraordinary  occafions,  convene  both 
houfes,  or  either  of  them,  and  in  cafe  of  dis- 
agreement between  them,  with  refped  to  the 
time  of  adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to 
inch  time  as  he  fhall  think  proper  ; he  fhall  re- 
ceive ambaffadors,  and  other  public  miniflers  ; 
he  fhall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted, and  fhall  commiflion  all  the  officers  of  the 
United  States. 

Sect.  4th.  The  prefident,  vice-prefident,  and 
all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be 
removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for,  and 
, convidion  of  treafon,  bribery,  or  other  high 
crimes  and  mifdemeanors. 

Article  III. 

Seâï.  lft.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States  fhall  be  veiled  in  one  fupreme  court,  and 
in  fuch  inferior  courts  as  the  congrefs  may,  from 
time  to  time,  ordain  and  eflablifh.  The  judges, 
both  of  the  fupreme  and  inferior  courts,  fhall 
hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  and 
fhall,  at  ftated  times,  receive  for  their  fervices, 
a compenfation,  which  fhall  not  be  diminifhed 
during  their  continuance  in  office, 

Seé 
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SeSI.  2d.  The  judicial  power  fhall  extend  to  all 
cafes  in  law  and  equity,  arifmg  under  this  confti- 
tution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  treaties 
made,  or  which  fhall  be  made,  under  their  autho- 
rity ; to  all  cafes  affecting  ambaffadors,  other 
public  minifters  and  confiais  ; to  all  cafes  of  ad- 
miralty and  maritime  jurifdidion  ; to  difputes  to 
which  the  United  States  fhall  be  a party  ; to  dif- 
putes between  two  or  more  ftates;  between  a 
ftate  and  citizens  of  another  ftate  ; between  citi- 
zens of  the  fame  ftate  claiming  lands  under 
grants  of  different  ftates  ; and  between  a ftate  or 
the  citizens  thereof  and  foreign  ftates,  citizens  or 
fubjeds. 

In  all  cafes  affeâing  ambaffadors,  other  public 
minifters,  and  confuls,  and  thofe  in  which  a ftate 
fhall  be  party,  the  lupreme  court  fhall  have  ori- 
ginal jurifdiétion.  In  all  the  other  cafes  before 
mentioned  the  fupreme  court  fhall  have  appellate 
jurifdidion,  both  as  to  law  and  fad:,  with  fuch 
exceptions,  and  under  fuch  regulations  as  the  con- 
grefs  fhall  make. 

The  trials  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cafes  of  im- 
peachment, fhall  be  by  jury  ; and  fuch  trials  lhali 
be  held  in  the  ftate  where  the  faid  crimes  fhall 
have  been  committed  ; but  when  not  committed 
within  any  of  the  United  States,  the  trials  fhall 
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be  at  fuch  place  or  places  as  the  congrefs  may 
by  law  have  directed. 

Seëî.  3d.  Treafon  againfi  the  United  States 
fhall  ccnfift  only  in  levying  war  againfi  them,  or 
in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and 
comfort.  No  perfon  fhall  be  convicted  of  treafon, 
tmlefs  on  the  tefiimony  of  two  witneffes  to  the 
fame  overt  adl,  or  on  confeffion  in  open  court. 

The  congrefs  fhall  have  power  to  declare  the 
punifhment  of  treafon,  but  no  attainder  of  trea- 
fon fhall  work  corruption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture, 
except  during  the  life  of  the  perfon  attainted. 

Article  IV. 

Se£i.  1 ft.  Full  faith  and  credit  fhall  be  given 
in  each  flate  to  the  public  adts,  records,  and  ju- 
dicial proceedings  of  every  other  flate.  And  the 
congrefs  may  by  general  laws  prefcribe  the  man- 
ner in  which  fuch  adls,  records,  and  proceedings 
fhall  be  proved,  and  the  effedl  thereof. 

Sé  Si.  2d.  The  citizens  of  each  flate  fhall  be 
entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  each  of  the  feveral  fiâtes. 

A perfon  charged  in  any  flate  with  treafon, 
felony,  or  other  crime/  who  fhall  flee  from  juf- 
tice,  and  be  found  in  another  flate,  fhall,  on  de- 
mand of  the  executive  authority  of  the  flate  from 

which 
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which  he  has  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed 
to  the  ftate  having  jurifdidtion  of  the  crime. 

No  perfon  held  to  fervice  or  labour  in  one 
ftate,  under  the  laws  thereof,  efcaping  into  an- 
other, fliallj  in  confequence  of  any  law  or  regu- 
lation therein,  be  difcharged  from  fuch  fervice  or 
labour,  but  fliall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the 
party  to  whom  fuch  fervice  or  labour  may  be 
due. 

Seâî.  3d.  New  ftates  may  be  admitted  by  the 
congrefs  into  this  Union,  but  no  new  ftate  fliall 
be  formed  or  erected  within  the  iurifdiftion  of 
any  other  ftate  ; nor  any  ftate  be  formed  by  the 
jundlion  of  two  or  more  ftates,  or  parts  of  ftates, 
without  the  confent  of  the  legiflatures  of  the 
ftates  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  congrefs. 

The  congrefs  fliall  have  power  to  difpofe  of 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  re- 
fpeéting  the  territory,  or  other  property  belonging 
to  the  United  States  ; and  nothing  in  this  con- 
ftitution  fliall  be  fo  conftrued  as  to  prejudice  any 
claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular 
ftate. 

Se 4th.  The  United  States  fliall  guarantee 
to  eeery  ftate  in  this  union  a republican  form  of 
government,  and  fliall  ; protect  each  of  them 
againft  invafton  ; and  on  application  of  the  le- 
» giflature, 
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giflature,  or  of  the  executive  power,  when  the 
legiflature  cannot  be  convened,  againft  domeftic 
violence. 

Article  V. 

The  congrefs,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both 
houfes  fhall  deem  it  neceflary,  fhall  propofe 
amendments  to  this  conftitution,  or,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  legiflatures  of  two-thirds  of  the 
feveral  ftates,  fhall  call  a convention  for  propofing 
amendments,  which  in  either  cafe  fhall  be  valid 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  part  of  this  confti- 
tution,  when  ratified  by  the  legiflatures  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  feveral  ftates,  or  by  conventions  of 
three- fourths  thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other 
mode  of  ratification  may  be  propofed  by  the  con- 
grefs : provided,  that  no  amendment  which  may 
be  made  prior  to  the  year  1808,  fhall  in  any 
manner  affeét  the  firft  ?md  fourth  claufes  in  the 
ninth  feétion  of  the  firft  article;  and  that  no 
ftate,  without  its  confent,  fhall  be  deprived  of  its 
equal  fuffrage  in  the  fenate. 

Article  VI. 

All  debts  contraéled,  and  engagements  entered 
into,  before  the  adoption  of  this  conftitution,  fhall 
be  as  valid  againft  the  United  States  under  this 
conftitution,  as  under  the  confederation. 


This 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  See.  273 

This  conftitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  which  fhall  be  made  in  purfuance  thereof  ; 
and  all  treaties  made,  or  which  fhall  be  made, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be 
the  fupreme  law  of  the  land  ; and  the  judges  in 
every  ft  ate  fhall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in 
the  conftitution  or  laws  of  any  ftate  to  the  con- 
trary  Hotwithftanding. 

The  fenators  and  reprefentatives  before  men- 
tioned, and  the  members  of  the  feveral  ftate  le- 
gislatures, and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers, 
both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  feveral  ftates, 
fhall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  Support 
this  conftitution  ; but  no  religious  teft  Shall  ever 
be  required  as  a qualification  to  any  office  or 
public  truft  under  the  United  States. 

Article  VIL 

The  ratification  of  the  convention  of  nine 
ftates  fhall  be  Sufficient  for  the  eftablifhment  of 
this  conftitution,  between  the  ftates  fo  ratifying 
the  fame. 

Done  in  the  convention,  by  the  unanimous 
confent  of  the  ftates  prefent,  the  1 7th  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1787,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  twelfth.  In  witnefs  whereof,  wc  have  here- 
unto fubfcribed  our  names. 

Vol.  IV.  T 
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George  Washington,  prefiderit,  and  deputy 


Deputies  of 

of  Virginia. 

New  Hampjhire . 

John  Langdon. 
Nicolas  Gilman. 

MaJJadmfetts* 

Nathaniel  Gorham. 
Rufen  King. 

Conneâiicui. 

William  Samuel  Johnfon. 
Roger  Sherman. 

New  YorL 

Alexander  Hamilton. 

New  Jerjey, 

William  Livingfion. 
David  Brearly. 
William  Paterfon. 
Jonathan  Dayton. 

Pennjytvanla. 

Benjamin  Franklin. 
Thomas  Miflin. 
Robert  Morris. 
George  Elymer. 
Thomas  Fitz-Simons. 
Jared  Ingerfoll. 

James  Wilfon. 
Governor  Morris. 

Delaware . 

George  Reed. 

Gunning  Bedford,  jün. 
Richard  Baffet. 

Jacob  Brown. 

Maryland . 

James  Mac-Henry. 

Daniel  St.  Thomas  Jonifen 

Daniel  Carolh 

Virginia , 
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Deputies  of 


John  Blair: 


James  Maddilon,  jun. 
North  Carolina . William  Blount. 


Abraham  Baldwin. 

Attefted  William  Jackson,  Secretary. 

STATE  OF  PARTIES  AT  THE  TIME  OF  PROPOS- 
ING THE  NEW  CONSTITUTION  TO  THE  CON- 
VENTION AT  PHILADELPHIA. DEBATES  IN 

THE  CONVENTION. 

I 

The  conftitution  did  not  pafs  without  warm 
debates  ; but  as  the  ftruggle  was  occafioned  as 
much  by  the  views  and  pallions  of  the  different 
parties  that  agitated  America,  as  by  the  advan- 
tages or  defeds  of  the  conftitution  itfelf,  I think 
it  right,  before  I fpeak  of  thefe  debates,  to  fay  a 
word  of  the  ftate  of  parties  at  that  period. 

Although  there  was  a perfed  accord  among 


Georgia . 


South  Carolina . 


Richard  Dobbpaight. 

Hugh  Williamfon. 

John  Rutledge. 

Cha.  Cotefworth  Pinckney. 
Charles  Pinckney. 

Peter  Buttler. 

William  Feer. 
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the  friends  of  the  revolution  during  the  war, 
many  of  the  Americans,  and  efpecially  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns,  were  not  of  that  num- 
ber. Many  who  oppofed  the  ftamp-aft,  exprefled 
lefs  repugnance  to  the  tea-aft.  There  wxre  many 
even  of  thofe  who  concurred  in  the  oppofition  to 
that  laft  aft,  who  wholly  difapproved  of  the  mea- 
fures  of  defence  for  which  America  prepared  on 
the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  England.  Finally, 
there  w7ere  opponents,  both  in  and  out  of  con- 
grefs,  to  the  declaration  of  independence,  that 
great  and  decifive  meafure,  which  alone  formed 
the  fafety  of  the  United  States,  by  placing  them 
in  the  neceffity  of  conquering,  or  giving  up  every 
thing  for  which  they  contended.  Many  of  the 
opponents  of  independence  threw  themfelves,  one 
after  another,  into  the  arms  of  the  Tories,  wTho, 
under  the  influence  of  England,  were  exerting 
all  their  powT.ers  to  defeat  the  revolution.  Others, 
although  they  could  not  oppofe  the  will  of  the 
majority  of  the  country,  gave  it  a very  lukewarm 
fupport  ; and  thefe  latter,  who  called  themfelves 
the  moderate  party,  were  viewed  with  equal  dif- 
fatisfaftion  and  miftruft  by  each  of  the  other  two. 

"When  the  revolution  was  effefted,  its  parti- 
/ans,  without  difficulty,  were  reconciled  to  the 
moderate  party,  whom  the  fuccefs  of  the  revolu- 
tion 
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tion  had  already  brought  over  ta  them  ; and  the 
Tories  were  for  fome  years  the  only  objects  of 
the  hatred  of  the  reconciled  parties. 

Succefs  begets  clemency  in  a nation,  as  well  as 
among  individuals,  and  confequently  a difdain 
of  the  oppofition  of  their  enemies,  which  indeed 
is  a fécond  and  not  a mean  triumph  to  the  con- 
querors. The  Tories  were  in  time  viewed  with 
lefs  diflike.  In  fome  inftances  their  conhfcated 
eftates  were  reftored  to  them  ; in  others,  they 
were  permitted  to  enter  on  their  eftates,  on  repay- 
ing the  purchafe-money  to  the  prefent  pofteffors^ 
which  in  general  was  fmall  : thofe  whp  were 
banifhed  were  fiiffered  to  return  to  their  country, 
and  all  thefe  took  the  oath  to  maintain  inde- 
pendence ; and  thenceforth  the  diffentions  of  the 
revolution  feemed  to  be  for  ever  healed. 

The  converfion,  however,  of  many  of  thefe, 
was  far  from  being  ftneere  ; and,  if  among  the 
converts  fome  have  fteadily  maintained  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States,  they  certainly 
were  not  the  majority. 

Peace  was  no  foonér  concluded,  than  the 
United  States  fell  into  the  ereateft  diftrefs.  The 

o - 

debts  due  from  the  merchants  to  England,  the 
payment  of  which  had  been  prohibited  by  the 
çongrefs  during  the  war,  were  now  impatiently 
demanded.  The  American  mâchants  were  al- 
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moil  univerfally  fued,  and  the  remnant  of  their 
effects  feized,  by  the  agents  of  Englifh  houfes. 
To  relieve  their  diftrefs,  they  proceeded  againft 
the  retailers,  who  had  been  unable  to  pay  them 
during  the  war,  and  who,  at  this  time,  had  as 
little  power  of  fatisfying  their  demands.  The 
greater  part  of  the  merchants  were  ruined  ; and, 
being  compelled  to  abandon  their  commercial 
concerns,  they  gave  place  to  new  adventurers, 
who  were  chiefly  Englifh,  and  moil  of  them 
agents  of  the  Englifh  creditors.  So  widely  did 
this  ruin  extend,  that  at  this  day  there  are  not 
among  the  American  merchants  one  in  fifty  who 
was  engaged  in  commerce,  even  fo  lately  as  the 
year  1 7S3- 

The  feveral  fiâtes  had  themfelves  contracted 
debts  for  the  war.  Some  of  thefe,  willing  to  fund 
their  debts,  impofed  taxes  for  the  purpofe,  which 
were  fo  far  beyond  the  means  of  the  inhabitants 
that  they  could  not  be  levied  without  extreme 
rigour:  merchandife,  cattle,- — in  fine,  all  kinds 
of  effeCls,  were  almofl  univerfally  feized,  while 
very  fmall  and  ineffectual  levies  were  obtained. 
The  Extremities  to  which  government  proceeded 
in  thefe  cafes,  occafioned  general  difeontents, 
and  were  the  caufe  of  infurreCtions  in  Maflachu- 
fetts,  New  Hampfhire,  and  Rhode-Iiland. 

The  paper  money,  both  of  the  Union  and  the 

feveral 
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lèverai  ftates,  was  depreciated  to  the  loweft  point, 
and  inundated  America.  The  embar  ailments  of 
commerce,  and  in  fome  cafes  its  utter  ruin,  the 
natural  confequence  of  this  ftate  of  things  ; the 
inability  of  the  laws  to  enforce  the  taxes  of  the 
different  ftates,  and  even  thofe  of  the  congrefs  ; 
a fpirit  of  jealoufy  and  rivalry  among  {he  feveral 
ftates  ; the  incoherency  of  their  feveral  commer- 
cial regulations,  and  its  deplorable  confequences  ; 
the  inadequacy  of  the  congrefs  to  produce  una- 
nimity, or  to  apply  any  remedy  to  thefe  com- 
plicated evils — produced  fomething  little  fliort  of 
anarchy  in  the  United  States.  The  partifans  of 
the  mother  country,  and  that  country  itfelf,  now 
made  themfelves  certain  that  this  new  born  nation 
could  not  exift  without  England,  and  would  foon 
be  compelled  to  return  to  its  former  condition. 

Thp  difcqntent  was  univerfal.  The  friends  of 
freedom  were  alarmed.  They  faw  at  once,  that 
the  drawing  clofer  the  ties  of  the  Union,  and  the 
extenfion  of  the  powers  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, were  the  only  things  that  could  preferve 
the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

Such  were  the  dangers  which  gave  rife  to  the 
convention  of  Annapolis.  No  more  than  five 
ftates  fent  delegates  to  this  affembly  ; and  thefe 
had  powrers  only  to  frame  a general  fyftem  for  the 
commerce  of  the  Union,  which,  by  advancing 
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the  interefts  of  the  whole*  fhould  maintain  a good 
underftahding  among  the  feveral  ftates.  The 
delegates*  perceiving  how  far  they  fell  fhort  of  a 
general  reprefentation  of  the  Union,  and  the  in- 
adequacy of  their  own  powers  to  effecft  any  im- 
portant change,  diffolved  the  convention,  after 
drawing  up  an  addrefs  to  all  the  ftates,  in  which 
they  urged  the  neceffity  of  each  of  them  fending 
deputies  to  a new  convention*  with  full  powers 
to  deliberate  on  the  general  fituation  of  the  Union, 
and  to  devife  means  to  add  folidity  and  force  to 
the  prefent  conftitution,  indifpenfable  as  that  was 
to  the  reftoration  of  their  affairs.  They  con- 
cluded, by  propofmg  the  affembling  of  that  con- 
vention in  the  following  May  ; and  they  dif- 
patçhed  copies  of  the  addrefs  to  the  congrefs, 
and  the  executive  branches  of  thç  feveral  ftates. 

The  invitation  of  the  delegates  of  Annapolis 
was  accepted  by  every  one  of  the  ftates,  but  that 
of  Rhode-Ifland  ; and  was  the  parent  of  that  great 
and  memorable  convention  held  at  Philadelphia 
in  1787,  whence  fprang  the  prefent  conftitution 
of  the  United  States. 

But  the  defigns  of  the  different  ftates,  in  de- 
puting members  to  the  convention,  and  the  opi- 
nions of  the  delegates  themfelves,  were  far  from 
being  of  one  kind.  Even  the  feveral  friends  of 
liberty  were  not  unanimous  in  their  plans.  Few 

of 
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of  the  ftates  gave  their  deputies  power  to  delibe- 
rate on  a new  conftitution  ; they  were  all  will- 
ing to  give  efficacy  to  the  conftitution  in  exift- 
ence,  and  to  make  a code  of  regulations  for  the 
general  commerce  ; but  few  wifhed  to  advance 
further.  The  enlightened  men  of  the  time  faw, 
that  a confederation  haftily  made,  in  the  moment 
of  a revolution,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  imminent 
dangers  and  imperious  wants  of  the  war,  was  not 
fuch  a form  of  government  as  was  neceffary  for 
the  durable  profperity  of  the  Union.  Each  of 
them  ftrongly  felt  the  neceffity  of  a new  confti- 
tution, but  were  far  from  being  agreed  as  to  the 
parts  of  which  it  was  to  be  compofed. 

It  was  to  be  expelled,  that  the  Englifh  con- 
ftitution would  find  partifans  among  the  members 
of  ftates  that  were  fo  lately  Englifh  colonies  ; that 
conftitution  was  familiar  to  them  ; they  had  long 
been  conducted  by  its  principles  ; it  was  the  moft 
free  form  of  government  at  that  time  known,  and 
had  been  juftly  ranked  above  all  others  ; the  vices 
of  the  Englifh  government  were  independent  of 
its  conftitution  ; and  the  abufes  which  had  crept 
into  the  conftitution  might  with  facility  be  fepa- 
rated,  in  its  adoption,  from  its  better  principles — 
every  trial  of  a new  fyftem  was  dangerous  to  a 
country  ; the  advantages  of  the  Englifh  conftitu- 
tion were  proved  by  experience  ; England  had 
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readied  the  higheft  degree  of  profperity  under  its 
aufpices — fuch  reafonings  as  thefe  were  fuffici- 
ently  powerful  to  account  for  the  condud  of  thofe 
who  propofed  to  adopt  the  Englifh  conftitution 
in  the  United  States,  or  to  frame  one  approaching 
it  as  near  as  poffible,  without  feeding  to  difgrace 
them  with  motives  of  perfonal  intereft.and  ambi- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  that  fcheme  could  not 
fail  to  find  many  opponents,  precifely  becaufe  it 
was  of  Englifh  extradion.  A people  who  had  fo 
recently  bent  their  whole  force  to  throw  off  their 
dependence  on  the  crown  of  England,  could 
fcarcely  be  fuppofed  to  loot  for  the  fecurity  of 
their  liberty,  and  the  continuance  of  their  inde- 
pendence, in  a conftitution  from  which  they  had 
derived  fo  many  misfortunes.  That  conftitution, 
in  whatever  manner  it  might  be  modified,  apr 
peared  to  them  to  affed  the  equality  of  ranks 
exifting  among  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  ftate,  to 
which  were  ftrongly  attached  that  immenfe  num- 
ber that  had  nothing  to  exped  from  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  equality.  The  public  fentiments  were  at 
that  time  almoft  univerfally  republican  ; and  the, 
Englifh  conftitution  would  plant  feeds  of  ariftor 
cracy,  that  it  was  feared  would  grow  up  to  the 
extirpation  of  thofe  of  liberty.  The  Englifh  conr 
ftitution  might  be  fuitable  to  a people  growm  old, 
powerful,  and  wealthy,  and  be  very  unfit  fpr  a 
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people  in  a ftate  of  infant  weaknefs.  In  a word, 
the  fervility  of  imitating  the  Englifh  co.nftitution, 
feemed  to  be  a ftep  towards  the  old  fubjugation 
to  England  ; and  the  difpofition  of  the  United 
States  was  greatly  averfe  to  fuch  a difgrace.  Thefe 
reafonings  railed  opponents  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Englifh  conftitution,  even  among  thofe  who  ac- 
knowledged the  necelhty  of  a change  ; and  this, 
properly  fpeaking,  is  the  era  of  the  origin  of  par- 
ties in  the  United  States. 

i Such  were  the  difpofitions  of  the  two  parties, 
when  the  twelve  delegates  arrived  at  Philadel- 
phia— Rhode-Ifland  not  having  fent  any  to  the 
convention.  That  affembly  foon  fplit  into  two 
parties — one  delirous  of  eftablifhing  a form  of  go- 
vernment as  monarchical  as  poffible;  in  a word, 
on  a bafis  very  different  from  that  of  the  confede- 
ration ; — the  other  determined  to  take  the  con- 
federation for  their  ground- work,  clearing  it  from 
the  vices  pointed  out  by  experience,  and  ftrength- 
ening  it  on  the  fide  of  its  power  ; neverthelefs, 
in  a manner  confiftent  with  the  rights  of  the  dif- 
ferent ftates,  and  on  principles  perfectly  republi- 
can. 

It  is  afferted,  that  fome  of  the  leaders  of  the 
firft  party  had  formed  the  project  of  a monarchy, 
on  the  exadt  plan  of  that  of  England,  on  the 
throne  of  which  was  to  be  placed  the  Bifliop  of 

Ofnaburg, 
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Ofhaburg,  now  Duke  of  York  ; and  that  on  thefe 
terms  the  Englifh  government  had  promifed  the 
çeffion  of  Canada  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
gift  of  feveral  veffels  of  the  line  and  frigates.  Ac- 
cording to  this  plan  a perpetual  ofFenfive  and  de- 
fenfive  treaty  was  to  be  made  with  England. 
There  is  no  appearance,  however,  that  fuch  a 
project  was  ever  entertained.  Letters,  in  which 
it  was  fketched  out,  were  indeed  circulated 
through  different  parts  of  the  United  States  pre- 
vious to  the  meeting  bf  the  convention;  feve- 
ral perfons,  whofe  veracity  I cannot  difpute,  have 
affured  me  that  they  have  feen  fuch  letters  ; but 
in  truth  they  might  be  circulated  by  the  artifice 
of  the  republican  party,  to  prejudice  the  people, 
by  prefenting  this  extreme  to  their  confideration, 
againft  any  attempt  of  their  opponents  to  deflroy 
the  ground-work  of  the  federal  government. 

Whatever  were  the  cafe,  early  in  the  fittings 
of  the  convention  a plan  was  prefented,  yvhich 
propofed  the  eftablifhment  of  a prefident  fox  life, 
and  fbnators  for  life,  and  expreffed  a defire  to 
make  both  one  and  the  other  of  thefe  functions 
hereditary,  and  to  fubjebl  the  laws  of  the  re- 
fpeélive  fiâtes  to  the  revifion  of  the  general  go- 
vernment. But  this  plan  met  with  no  fupport  ; 
and  a committee  was  appointed,  who  laid  the 
bafis  on  which  the  prefent  conflit ution  flands. 

The 
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The  republican  principle  prevailed  among  the 
greater  number  of  the  deputies,  and  was  even 
prevalent  throughout  the  whole  liâtes  ; but  the 
delegates  of  the  more  powerful  liâtes  were  defir- 
ous  of  giving  thofe  Hates  mare  influence  in  the 
government  they  were  framing  than  to  the 
weaker;  and  a party  more  enlightened  and  more 
jufl  in  their  views,  were  equally  determined  to 
preferve  the  equality  which  all  the  Hates  had  in 
the  original  confederation.  The  former  of  thefe 
twTo  parties,  in  mofl  difputes,  ranged  themfelves 
on  the  fide  of  the  committee  that  framed  the 
confiitution,  from  whom  they  hoped  to  gain  bet- 
ter  terms  than  from  the  purely  republican  party. 
The  inequality  in  ' the  general  reprefentation, 
founded  on  the  bafis  of  the  population  of  the 
Hates,  was  one  of  the  advantages  they  gained  by 
their  policy  ; but  it  was  not  even  without  long 
and  violent  debates. — Another  was,  the  right 
given  to  Virginia,  and  the  fouthern  Hates,  to 
reckon  in  the  population  which  formed  the  ratio 
of  delegates  of  each  Hate,  three-fifths  of  the  Haves 
— a conceffion  that  exhibited  a deplorable  depar- 
ture from  the  principles  *of  a free  people  ; it  was 
a conceffion  that  gave  to  Home  Hates  a degree  of 
powrer  and  influence  over  the  others,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  former  violated,  by  the  maintenance 
of  flavery  in  their  own  Hates,  the  very  principles 

of 
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of  the  Union  ; it  was  à conceffion  which  encôu^ 
raged  and  encreafed  the  growth  of  flavery,  by  the 
natural  operation  of  the  political  interefls  of  the 
fiâtes  where  that  injuflice  flill  exifls  ; and  in  a 
word,  a conceffion  which  was  wholly  abfurd,  be- 
caufe  it  gives  the  privileges  of  freemen,  in  the 
election  of  the  general  government,  to  perfons 
who  are  regarded  by  the  laws  of  the  flate  in 
which  they  refide  as  part  of  the  flock  of  the  land, 
and  are  fold  with  other  flock  by  its  proprietors* 

The  delegates  of  the  great  fiâtes  did  not,  how- 
ever, obtain  all  they  demanded.  The  powers  of 
the  feveral  fiâtes  were  not  refolded  in  the  de- 
gree they  defired  ; the  title  of  national  cmjlitution , 
which  they  propofed  to  be  given  to  the  new7  frame 
of  government,  was  rejected,  and  that  of  federal 
conjlitution  adopted  ; the  inequality  of  the  repre- 
fentation  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  was  not 
gained  by  them,  till  they  had  agreed  to  the  equa- 
lity of  reprefentation  in  the  fenate. — The  accom- 
modation in  this  article  between  the  twTo  parties 
was  effected  by  Benjamin  Franklin. 

The  deputies  of  the  great  fiâtes  propofed,  that 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  ffiould  be  chofen  for 
three  years,  and  that  of  the  fenate  for  feven  ; and 
by  the  conflitution  the  former  was  reflriéted  to 
two  years,  and  the  latter  to  fix.  They  propofed 
that  the  prefident  ffiould  be  eleded  by  the  con- 

grefs. 
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grefs,  and  that  the  term  of  his  continuing  in 
office  fliould  be  fcven  years  y the  conffitution 
gave  the  power  of  chufmg  the  prefident  to  the 
ele&ors  of  the  feveral  liâtes,  and  reffriéted  the 
term  of  his  remaining  in  office  to  four  years. 

Many,  however,  of  the  deputies  of  the  pow- 
erful Hates,  when  the  particular  interefls  of  their 
conffituents  were  no  longer  concerned,  voted 
with  the  party  purely  republican,  which  indeed- 
was  confiHent  with  their  general  principles. 

In  this  convention  the  votes  were  given  by 
Hates  ; and  when  the  delegates  of  a Hate  differed 
in  opinion,  the  majority  was  reckoned  the  vote 
of  the  Hate. 

Some  members  of  the  republican  party,  which 
was  then  called  the  federaliffs,  dilgufled  with 
their  want  of  fuccefs,  and  convinced  that  their 
oppoiition  would  not  prevent  the  preponderance 
of  the  ardverfe  party  ; believing  alfo  that  the  con- 
futation would  not  receive  the  fanétion  of  the 
Hates,  when  it  ffiould  be  prefented  for  their  ac- 
ceptance, withdrew  from  the  convention — many 
even  a ffiort  time  after  the  commencement  of  its 
fittings.  It  is  affirmed,  that  feveral  new  articles 
were  introduced  into  the  conffitution  during  the 
laff  twelve  days  of  the  fitting  of  the  convention, 
when  almoff  the  whole  of  the  republican  party, 
thinking  it  finiffied,  had  retired  ; and  that  even 

other 
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other  articles,  which  had  already  pafied,  were  at 
the  fame  time  modified.  The  obfcurity  of  fomc 
of  the  articles  has  given  rife  to  an  opinion,  that 
the  intention  of  their  au  thors  was  to  acquire  the 
power  by  this  means  of  giving  their  own  direc- 
tion to  the  conftitution,  without  an  open  efla- 
blifhment  of  their  principles*  It  is  to  be  noticed, 
that  the  fittings  of  the  convention  wTere  never 
public  ; and  to  keep  its  debates  fecret,  ' in  one  of 
its  fir  ft  fittings,  a refolution  paffed,  that  no  mem- 
ber fhould  hold  any  correfpondence  with  perfons 
out  of  doors,  on  the  objects  of  their  difcuffion, 
nor  fhould  take  notes  of  the  debates,  nor  copies 
of  their  refolutions.  This  precaution  wâs  attri- 
buted to  the  fear  of  the  ruling  party,  that  its 
views  would  be  oppofed  by  the  majority  of  the 
fiâtes. 

To  this  day  the  journals  of  the  convention 
have  not  been  publiflied  ; and  it  is  only  to  the 
notes  of  fome  of  its  members,  in  defpite  of  its 
refolutions,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  account 
We  have  of  the  debates  of  that  affembly. 

I cannot  finifh  this  article  without  gratifying  » 
myfelf  with  the  pleafure  of  giving  my  reader  the 
truly  difmterefted  and  patriotic  fpeech  of  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  in  the  debates  on  the  queftion 
of  the  adoption  of  this  conflitution  by  the  con- 
vention. 
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« Sir, 

“ I am  very  ready  to  acknowledge  that  I do 
not,  at  this  moment,  entirely  approve  of  the  con- 
ftitution  now  offered  to  us  ; but  I am  not  the 
lefs  ready  to  own  that  I do  not  feel  myfelf  fure  of 
my  continuing  in  my  prefent  fentiments.  In  the 
long  career  I have  already  run,  I have  more  than 
once  been  compelled,  by  fubfequent  reflection, 
to  abandon  opinions  I had  openly  maintained, 
and  which  I thought  well  founded  from  the  deep 
confideration  I had  given  them.  As  I grow  older, 
I am  more  and  more  difpofed  to  queftion  my 
own  judgment,  and  to  pay  refpeét  to  that  of 
others.  There  are  fome  men,  as  well  as  fome 
religious  feCts,  who  imagine,  that  reafon  is  en- 
tirely on  their  fide,  and  that  their  opponents 
plunge  deeper  into  error,  in  proportion  as  they 
depart  from  their  opinions.  Struck  -with  thefe 
examples,  which  are  but  too  common,  I accept 
of  this  conffitution,  vtith  all  its  faults,  even  fup« 
pofing  I am  not  miftaken  in  my  opinion  of  its 
faults  ; for  I am  perfuaded  that  a general  govern 
ment  is  neceilary  to  our  fafety,  and  that  no  form 
of  government  that  is  well  adminiftered  is  inca- 
pable of  producing  the  happinefs  of  the  people  ; 
and  I think  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  this 
conffitution  will  be  well  adminiftered  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  and  that  it  will  not  end,  as  too 
Vo  I,.  IV.  U many 
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many  other  governments  have  done,  in  defpo- 
tifm,  unlefs  the  American  people  fhall  reach  that 
degree  of  corruption  in  which  at  once,  incapa- 
ble of  being  directed  by  a free  conftitution,  and 
unworthy  of  its  bleffings,  defpotifm  becomes  ne- 
ceflary  to  their  exiftence.  I therefore  give  my 
vote  for  this  conftitution,  both  b^caufe  in  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  this  nation  I cannot 
hope  to  fee  one  more  perfect,  and  becaufe  I am 
not  fure  this  is  not  as  perfect  as  any  it  can  have.. 
I make  a facrifice  of  the  opinions  I have  ex- 
preffed  of  its  defefts  to  the  public  happinefs.  I 
have  never  uttered  my  objections  out  of  this, 
houfe  ; here  they  had  their  birth,  and  here  I with 
them  for  ever  to  be  buried.  If  every  one  of  us 
who  have  oppofed  the  conftitution,  when  we  re- 
turn to  our  conflituents,  were  to  unfold  the  mo- 
tives of  our  oppofition,  and  endeavour  to  gain 
partizans  to  our  fide,  perhaps  we  might  prevent 
the  unanimous  adoption  of  the  conftitution  ; but 
by  this  we  fhould  only  lofe  the  advantage  which 
the  appearance  of  unanimity  will  give  us  with 
foreign  nations,  and  indeed  with  our  own  people- 
The  general  good  opinion  of  a nation,  refpeCî- 
ing  its  government,  is  as  neceffary  as  the  wifdom 
and  integrity  of  its  adminiftration  to  the  happi- 
nefs of  its  people.  I truft,  therefore,  both  for 
pur  own  fafety,  as  members  of  the  community,. 

and 
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and  for  the  fake  of  our  pofterity,  that  we  fliall 
be  of  one  mind  in  recommending  this  çonftitu- 
tion  wherever  our  influence  reaches,  and  that,, 
afterwards  our  whole  thoughts  will  be  bent  to 
its  happy  adminiftration.  I cannot  forbear  to. 
form  the  wifli  that  fuch  of  us  as  ftill  entertain 
objedions  to  this  conftitution  will  follow  my  ex- 
ample, and  doubt  a little  of  their  infallibility, 
and  fign  this  conftitutional  ad,  that  no  queftion, 
may  be  left  of  our  unanimity.” 

Franklin  had  not  only  foftered  principles  the.' 
molt  purely  democratic,  but  had  always  openly 
declared  for  them.  A Angle  houfe  of  legifla** 
ture,  and  the  executive  part  of  the  government 
extremely  limited  in  its  power  with  frequent, 
eledions  of  the  perfons  exerciflng  its  fondions,  ; 
formed,  in  his  opinion,  the  only  defirable  confti- 
tution. The  facrifice  he  made  of  the  opinion  of 
his  whole  life  on  the  altar  of  his -country,  on  this 
great  occaflon,  certainly  deferves  our  moft  pro- 
found admiration  ; and  his  example  is  an  inefoi- 
mable  leflon  to  the  prefent  times.  Who  will 
flatter  himfelf  that  there  is  no  miftake  in  the 
moft  rooted  of  his  opinions  ? Who  will  not  hefi- 
tate  to  conclude,  that  even  the  experience  of  paft 
ages  is  infallible  to  prove  the  fitnels  of  any  of  the 
old  forms  of  government  for  the  prefent  age  ? 

U 2 Will 
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Will  not  the  prefent  times,  in  like  manner,  be- 
long to  the  experience  of  pofterity  ? And  the 
immenfe  changes  that  have  been  wrought  in  fo~ 
ciety  by  the  acknowledged  vices  of  governments,, 
2t  change  in  manners,  the  detection  of  long  pre- 
vailing errors,  the  recent  difcovery  of  a variety  of 
truths,  and  the  extension  of  knowledge  in  almoft: 
all  its  directions,  do  thefe  make  the  prefent  time 
fo  perfectly  fimilar  to  the  paft,  that  a reafonable 
man  cannot  hefitate  to  fay,  that  every  propofition 
relative  to  forms  of  government  that  was  once 
true,  continues  ftill  to  be  fo  î Is  it  not  fafer  to 
fay  with  Franklin,  that  there  is  no  conftitutions 
•which,  adminiftered  by  the  government  and 
obeyed  by  the  people  with  mutual  attachment 
to  the  public  welfare,  is  not  capable  of  fecuring 
to  the  people  the  only  true  objeCi  of  government  ? 
And  is  it  not  true,  that  attachment  to  the  public 
welfare  is  at  once  the  duty  of  every  citizen,  and 
his  own  individual  intereft  ?• — Oh  my  country  l 
may  you  learn  this  indubitable  truth,  in  which 
alone  will  you  find  your  fafety  and  happinefs  ! 

DEBATES  IN  THE  CONVENTIONS  OF  THE  SEVERAL 

STATES,  ON  THE  QUESTION  OF  THE  ADOPTION  OF 

THE  CONSTITUTION, 

The  reference  of  the  eonftitution  to  the  feveral 
liâtes,  for  their  adoption  or  rejection,  oceafioned 

ftill 
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ftill  greater  debates  than  thofe  of  the  convention 
at  Philadelphia.  The  feveral  ftates  formed  the 
tribunal  of  appeal  on  that  great  queftion.  A 
majority  of  nine  ftates  were  to  decide  it  irrevoc- 
ably. Each  of  the  parties  now  directed  all  their 
efforts  to  this  point.  Pamphlets  poured  from  the 
prefs;  the  papefs  wrere  filled  with  difeuffion  ; 
“ Public  liberty  is  in  danger  if  the  conftifution  is 
accepted” — fuch  was  the  language  of  the  oppo- 
sition papers  ; while  the  papers  on  the  other  fide 
declared,  that  “ the  independence  of  the  United 
States  could  be  fecured  only  by  its  acceptance.” 
The  two  opinions  were  refpedively  fupported  not 
only  by  argument,  but  alfo  by  the  exaggeration, 
and  other  artifices  of  party. 

The  greater  number  of  the  ftates  went  into  an 
analyfis  of  the  conftitution,  in  its  provifions,  its 
detail,  and  its  confequences  ; but  none  of  them 
in  the  fame  degree  as  Fennfylvariia,  New  York, 
Maflaehufetts,  and  Virginia.  The  arguments  of 
the  oppofition  in  the  feveral  ftates  were  much 
the  fame.  The  following  were  their  principal 
objeâions  : 

ift.  That  the  convention  was  afiembled  only 
to  revife  and  correct  the  articles  of  the  original 
contederation,  and  not  to  frame  a new  conftitu- 
tion. 

2d,  That  the  convention,  had  it  been  autho- 
U 3 rized 
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xized  to  frame  a new  conftitution,  had  exceeded 
dfs  powers/ in  declaring  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
conftitution  by  nine  of  the  ftates  fliould  make  it 
Jaw,  and  that  the  acceptation  was  to  be  without 
amendment— -that  this  declaration  was,  on  the 
one  hand,  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  people, 
who  alone  were  to  judge  of  the  form  of  the  corn 
ftitution  under  which  they  were  to  live  ; and,  on 
the  other,  to  the  rights  of  the  feveral  ftates,  who, 
being  independent  of  each  other,  could  not  be 
united  in  a political  body  by  any  deliberations 
but  their  own. 

3d.  That  the  conftitution  ought  to  have  been 
preceded  by  a declaration  of  rights  ; the  people 
of  the  feveral  ftates  being,  as  the  conftitution 
ftood,  no  longer  fecure  of  their  own  particular 
conftitutions,  inafmuch  as  the  laws  of  congrefs 
would  in  future  bind  all  the  fubjedts  of  the 
union,  and  controul  the  laws  of  the  feveral  legis- 
latures. 

4th.  That  the  people  of  the  union  were  not. 
to  be  adequately  reprefented  in  the  congrefs  ; 
becaufe  the  conftitution,  while  it  declared  that 
the  number  of  reprefentatives  fhould  not  exceed 
one  for  every  thirty  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants, 
provided  that,  till  the  number  of  the  inhabitants 
in  the  union  ftioiild  be  afcertained,  the  reprefen- 
tatives in  congrefs  fliould  not  exceed  lixiy-feven— * 

whence 
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whence  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  the  congrefs 
itfelf  would  not  hereafter  permit  the  number  of 
its  members  to  be  increafed,  according  to  the 
neceffity  of  the  occafion  ; and  that,  confequently, 
queftions  of  the  higheft  importance  might  be  de- 
cided by  eighteen  voices,  as  thirty-four  members 
prefent  were  declared  to  be  fufficient  to  pafs  any 
law, 

5th,  That  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  being 
the  only  one  in  which  the  people  were  repre- 
fented,  ought  to  have  the  exclufive  difpofal  of 
the  public  purfe  ; and  that  the  power  given  to 
the  fenate  of  «making  amendments  in  money 
bills,  was  contrary  to  the  interefts  and  fafety  of 
the  people — and  alfo  that  other  power,  of  fixing 
the  falaries  of  officers,  w hich  were  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  them,  in  conjunction  with  the  prefi- 
dent. 

ôth.  That  no  executive  council  being  given  to 
the  prefident,  as  had  been  propofed,  to  conflit  of 
two  members  from  the  northern,  two  from  the 
fouthern,  and  two  from  the  midland  ftates,  the 
eonfeouence  would  be,  to  afin  ci  ate  the  fenate  to 
the  executive  power  in  many  of  its  functions  ; 
and  thus  the  feparation  of  powers  acknowledged 
to  be  an  efiential  condition  to  every  good  govern^ 
ment,  was  departed  from— that  the  fenate,  be- 
coming necefiarily  connected  wTith  the  prefident, 
U 4 by 
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by  its  concurrent  nomination  to  places,  would 
be  the  more  ready  to  join  in  improper  appoint- 
ments, becaufe  its  members,  being  eligible  for 
any  appointment,  their  complacence  to  the  pre- 
fident  might  be  the  price  of  their  own  advance- 
ment, and  the  public  liberty  thereby  endangered 
« — that  the  interefts  of  the  United  States  was  even 
more  affeCted  by  the  power  given  to  the  prefi- 
dent,  to  make  treaties  with  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  the  fenate,  and  without  the  inter- 
vention of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives. 

7th.  That  the  juridiction  given  to  the  federal 
courts  would  be  vexatious  to  the  indi  viduals  of 
the  feveral  ftates,  who  would  be  inceftantly  taken 
from  their  homes  to  appear  to  fuits  inftituted  in 
thofe  courts,  of  which  the  tribunals  of  the  feve- 
ral ftates  were  the  natural  judges— that  thofe  ju- 
ridictions would  draw  to  themfelves  all  the  af- 
fairs of  the  tribunals  of  the  feveral  ftates— that 
the  want  of  precifton  in  the  judgments  of  the 
federal  tribunals,  would  be  a fertile  fource  of 
new  fuits,  and  afford  new  opportunities  of  enlarg- 
ing their  juridiction— and,  finally,  that  the  power 
given  to  thefe  tribunals  to  pronounce  judgment 
according  to  the  fpirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the 
conftitution,  fubmitted  the  conftitution  itfelf  to 
their  diferetion,  by  authoring  them  to  explain 
it  according  to  tjieir  own  caprice. 


8th* 
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Sth.  That  the  prerogative  given  to  the  profi- 
cient to  pardon  criminals  fentenced  for  high  trea- 
fon,  endangered  the  public  liberty,  by  enabling 
him  to  fereen  thofe  whom  he  himfelf  had  em- 
ployed to  confpire  againft  it, 

Qth.  That  the  power  given* the  congrefs  to 
name  the  times  and  places  in  which  elections  for 
its  members  were  to  be  held  in  the  different  fiâtes, 
at  once  attacked  the  fovereignty  of  the  feveral 
fiâtes,  and  expofed  the  electors  to  journies  that 
might  draw  them  to  a greater  diflance  from 
home,  and  for  a longer  time,  than  was  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  the  difeharge  of  the  duty  of  choofmg 
members  of  the  legiflature. 

loth.  That  the  power  given  to  the  congrefs 
to  impofe  all  kinds  of  taxes,  to  apportion  them 
among  individuals,  and  to  caufe  them  to  be  le- 
vied, was  vexatious- — that  it  might  take  from  the 
feveral  fiâtes  the  resources  neceflary  to  their  par- 
ticular expences — and  that,  increafing  the  expence 
of  the  collection,  it  augmented  the  contribution 
of  individuals  without  advantage  to  the  flate  ; an 
inconvenience  that  would  eafily  be  avoided,  if  the 
congrefs,  fatisfied  with  naming  the  fum  to  be 
raifed  by  each  flate,  Ihould  leave  to  its  legiflature 
the  care  of  its  collection,  referving  only  the 
power  of  levying  the  taxes  on  a refufal  of  any 

flate 
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ftate  to  pay  them,  or  in  the  cafe  of  negligence  in 
collecting  them. 

11th.  That  a Ample  majority  of  voices  in  the 
congrefs  being  fufficient  for  all  laws  relative  to 
navigation  and  commerce,  the  fouthern  ftates, 
having  a furplus  of  produce  of  a valuable  nature, 
but  being  without  flipping  for  its  exportation, 
would  be  fubjedtto  the  monopoly  of  the  northern 
ftates,  who  had  not  an  equal  quantity  of  furplus 
of  produce,  and  abounded  in  flipping;  an  evil 
that  would  be  remedied,  by  requiring  a majority 
of  two-thirds  of  voices  for  laws  of  that  nature. 

' (It  will  be- readily  enough  underftood,  that  this 
objection  was  made  only  by  the  fouthern  ftates.) 

12th.  That  the  trial  of  impeachments  being 
committed  folely  to  the  ienate,  connected  Jn  in- 
tereft:  w ith  the  executive  power  by  the  confuta- 
tion itfelf,  would  neither  fecure  the  acquittal  of 
the  innocent,  nor  the  condemnation  of  the  guilty. 

13th.  That  the  prerogative  given  the  prefident 
to  confer  appointments  in  his  power  on  members 
of  the  two  houfes  of  legiflature,  was  a means  of 
corruption,  and  an  enemy  to  freedom  of  debate. 

14th.  That  the  function  of  prefident  being  ca- 
pable of  being  indefinitely  continued  in  the  fame 
hands,  might  give  an  ambitious  and  politic  man 
an  influence  dangerous  to  the  congrefs,  to  indivis 
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duals,  and  even  the  conftitution  itfelf,  which 
through  that  defect  might  ceafe  to  become  re- 
publican. 

15th.  That  the  public  liberty  was  endangered 
by  the  power  given  to  congrefs  to  maintain  a 
Handing  army  in  times  of  peace. 

1 6th.  That  the  public  liberty  was  endangered 
alio,  and  the  rights  of  individuals  infringed,  by 
the  want  of  juries  in  civil  matters  before  the  fe- 
deral tribunals. 

( 

17th.  That  the  invariable  and  indifpenfable 
ufe  ôf  juries  in  criminal  matters,  was  not  declared 
■with  fufficient  precifton. 

18th.  Finally,  that  nothing  in  the  conftitution 
guaranteed  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  nor  liberty 
of  confcience — and  that  no  aflurance  was  left  to 
the  feveral  Hates,  that  the  congrefs  would  not 
fucceffively  affume  the  feveral  powers  of  which 
the  conftitution  did  not  at  prefent  demand  the 
facrifice,  and  which  were  at  once  their  right  as 
independent  Hates,  and  the  only  fafeguard  of 
their  independence. 

Many  of  thefe  objections  were  by  no  means 
forcible  ; and  the  apprehenfions  they  exprefled 
were  exaggerated,  as  has  been  fufficiently  fhewn 
by  the  event.  But  if  fome  of  thefe  are  to  be  af~ 
cribed  to  a fpirit  of  party,  and  to  the  defire  of  the 
fevetal  Hates  to  make  as  little  facrifice  as  poffible 

of 
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of  their  own  authority  and  powers  to  the  general 
government,  it  is  not  the  lefs  true,  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  oppofition  to  the  new  confti- 
tution  had  its  fource  in  the  fpirit  of  liberty  which 
at  that  time  animated  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  the  ftruggle  for  the  acquifition  of  liberty 
being  then  recent  ; and  in  that  fear  of  anftocracy 
and  monarchy,  to  which  it  was  thought  there 
was  a tendency  in  the  nevy  conftitution — in  the 
republican  temper  which  was  then  common  to  all 
the  United  States— and,  finally  in  the  ftrong  mifi 
truft,  which  was  the  natural  conference  of  theft 
eircumftances. 

It  is  indeed  certain  that  a very  great  majority 
of  the  people  of  the  United.  States  were  averft 
to  the  adoption  of  the  conftitution  ; and  that  it 
had  not  a majority  in  the  feveral  conventions,  but 
from  a general  conviction  among  its  opponents  of 
the  inefficacy  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  and 
the  neceffity  of  giving  greater  powder  to  the  fe^ 
deral  government  ; and  from  the  fear  they  had  of 
prolonging  the  anarchy  in  which  the  country  was 
at  that  time  plunged,  and  of  rendering  that  anar-  „ 
ehy  more  incorrigible  by  the  delay  that  muft  be 
occafioned  by  the  convoking  a new  aflembjy  to 
frame  another  conftitution. 

It  is  faid  that  thefe  powerful  motives  were 
lengthened,  in  many  of  the  adherents  of  the 
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conftitution,  by  individual  interefts,  ambitious 
views,  and,  above  all,  by  the  profpeCt  of  lucrative 
{peculations  in  the  public  funds  and  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  public  lands,  which  were  ftated  . to  be 
the  inevitable  refait  of  the  new  government. 

The  fupport  which  was  given  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  was  not,  however,  the  fame  in  all  of  the 
conventions.  In  the  ftates  of  Delaware,  New 
Jerfey,  and  Georgia,  its  acceptance  was  unani- 
mous. In  Connecticut,  Maryland,  and  Pennfyl- 
vania,  a minority  voted  againft  it  ; but  it  palled 
without  any  amendment.  In  Pennfylvania,  where 
the  oppofition  wTas  the  ftrongeft,  the  minority 
withdrew,  and  entered  a proteft,  accompanied 
writh  the  motives  of  their  objection  to  the  con- 
ftitution. South  Carolina,  Virginia,  New  York* 
and  Maflachufetts,  accepted  the  conftitution,  by 
a very  fmall  majority,  and  joined  to  their  accept- 
ance the  propofition  of  feveral  amendments, 
which  they  reprefented  as  indifpenfable  to  the 
public  liberty  and  fafety  ; and  declared,  that  their 
refolution  not  to  ôbitruCt  the  aCtion  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  hope  that  a new  congrefs 
would  yield  to  their  reprefentations  and,  demands, 
were  the  only  motives  on  which  they  accepted  ' 
the  conftitution.  New  York  was  on  the  eve 
of  rejecting  the  conftitution,  when  intelligence 
arriving  that  it  was  accepted  by  nine  of  the  ftates, 

and 
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and  proving  the  futility  of  further'  oppofition,  it 
was  accepted  by  that  ftate.  New  Hampshire 
feparated  without  coming  to  a refolution  ; and 
having  afterwards  affembied,  gave  its  aftent,  ac- 
companied with  propofitions  for  amendments. 
North  Carolina  propofed  amendments,  and  made 
them  the  conditions  of  its  acceptance  ; but  fome 
time  afterwards  accepted  the  conftitution  with- 
out referve. 

Rhode-Ifland,  inftead  of  calling  a convention, 
referred  the  conftitution  to  the  aflemblies  of  the 
towns  ; by  whom  it  was  rejefted,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Newport,  Providence,  and  fome  others, 
who  declared  themfelves  incompetent  to  enter 
into  the  difcuffion,  and  propofed  the  convoking 
of  a convention  for  the  purpofe  ; which,  being 
afterwards  called,  accepted  the  conftitution. 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  periods  when 
the  feveral  ftates  accepted  the  conftitution,  and  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  pafled  in  the  feveral  con- 
ventions. 
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The  feveral  amendments  propofed  by  fame  of 
the  conventions,  without  being  precifely  the 
fame,  related  to  the  fame  objeéts.  The  congrefs, 
after  the  acceptance  of  the 
conflit  ut ion.-» 


in  its  firft  fittings 
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conftitution,  took  them  into  confideration  ; and 
from  their  purport,  drew  up  twelve  new  articles, 
as  a fupplement  to  the  conftitution,  which,  in 
virtue  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  conftitution,  were 
fubmitted  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  fiâtes, 
for  their  ratification,  in  the  following  terms. 

Articles  propofed  to  he  added  to  the  Conftitution',  and 
fubmitted  to  the  States  for  Ratification. 

“ In  Congrefs , Ath  March , 1 78Q. 

“ The  conventions  of  certain  of  the  fiâtes  hav- 
ing, at  the  time  of  their  adopting  the  conflitu- 
tion,  expreffed  a defire  in  order  to  prevent  mif- 
conflruclion  or  abufe  of  its  powers,  that  further 
declaratory  and  reftriélive  claufes  fhould  be  added  * 
and,  as  extending  the  ground  of  public  confidence 
in  the  government  will  belt  enfiire  the  beneficent 
ends  of  its  inftitution,  it  was 

“ Refolved  by  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
congrefs  affembled,  two- thirds  of  both  houfes 
concurring,  that  the  following  articles  be  propofed 
to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  fiâtes,  as  amend- 
ments to  the  conftitution  of  the  United  States  ; 
all  or  any  of  which  articles,  when  ratified  by  three- 
fourths  of  the  faid  legiflatures,  to  be  valid  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes,  as  part  of  the  faid  confti- 
tution. 


“ Art . 
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“ Art.  1 ft.  After  the  firft  enumeration  re- 
quired by  the  firft  article  of  the  conftitution,  there 
ftiall  be  one  reprefentative  for  every  thirty  thou- 
fand,  until  the  number  of  reprefentatives  ftiall 
amount  to  one  hundred  ; after  which  the  pro- 
portion ftiall  be  fo  regulated  by  congrefs,  that 
there  ftiall  be  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  reprefen- 
tatives, nor  more  than  one  reprefentative  for  every 
forty  thoufand  perlons,  until  the  number  of  re- 
prefentatives ftiall  amount  to  two  hundred  ; after 
which  the  proportion  ftiall  be  fo  regulated  by 
congrefs,  that  there  ftiall  not  be  lefs  than  two 
hundred  reprefentatives,  nor  more  than  one  re- 
prefentative for  every  fifty  thoufand  perfons. 

“Art.  2d.  No  law  varying  the  compenfation 
for  the  fervices  of  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives 
ftiall  take  effefit,  until  an  election  of  reprefenta- 
tives ftiall  have  intervened. 

“ Art.  3d.  Congrefs  ftiall  make  no  law  refpedi- 
ing  an  eftabliftiment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting 
the  free  exercife  thereof  ; or  abridging  the  free- 
dom of  fpeech  or  of  the  prefs  ; or  the  right  of 
people  peaceably  to  affemble,  and  to  petition  the 
government  for  a redrefs  of  grievances. 

“ Art.  4th.  A well  regulated  militia  being 
neceflary  to  the  fecurity  of  a free  ftate,  the  right 
of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  fhali  not  be 
infringed. 

V OL.  IV. 
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“ Art.  5 th.  No  foldier  fhall,  in  time  of  peace, 
be  quartered  in  any  houfe  without  the  confent 
of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a man- 
ner to  be  prefcribed  by  law. 

(£  Art.  Ôth.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be 
fecure  in  their  perfons,  houfes,  papers,  and  ef- 
fects, againft  unreafonable  fearches  and  feizures, 
fluall  not  be  violated  ; and  no  warrants  fhall  ilfue, 
but  upon  probable  caufe,  fupported  by  oath  or 
affirmation,  and  particularly  defcribing  the  place 
to  be  fearched,  and  the  perfon  or  things  to  be 
feized. 

“ Art.  7th.  No  perfon  fhall  be  held  to  anfwer 
for  a capital  or  otherwife  infamous  crime,  unlefs 
on  a prefen tment  or  indictment  of  a grand  jury, 
except  in  cafes  arifing  in  the  land  or  naval  forces? 
or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  fervice,  in  time 
of  war  or  public  danger  ; nor  fhall  be  tried  twice 
for  the  fame  offence  ; nor  fhall  be  compelled  in 
any  criminal  cafe  to  be  a witnefs  againft  himfelf  ; 
nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  with- 
out due  procefs  of  law  ; nor  fhall  private  pro- 
perty be  taken  for  public  ufe,  without  juft  com- 
penfation. 

“ Art.  8th.  In  all  criminal  profecutions,  the  ac- 
cule d fhall  enjoy  the  right  to  a fpeedy  and  public 
trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  ftate  and  diftriCl 
wherein  the  crime  fhall  have  been  committed, 

which 
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which  diftridl  fhall  have  been  previoufly  afcer- 
taiiied  by  law  ; and  to  be  informed  of  the  nature 
and  caufe  of  the  accufation  ; to  be  confronted 
with  the  witnefies  againft  him  ; to  have  com- 
pulfory  procefs  for  obtaining  witnefles  in  his  fa-» 
vour  ; and  to  have  the  affiftance  of  counfel  for 
his  defence. 

“ Art.  Qth,  In  fuits  at  common  law,  where 
the  value  in  controverfy  fliall  exceed  twenty  dol- 
lars, the  right  of  trial  by  jury  fhall  be  preferved  ; 
and  no  fadi  tried  by  a jury  fliall  be  otherwife  re- 
examined in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  than 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law. 

“ Art.  10th.  Exceffive  bail  fliall  not  be  re- 
quired, nor  excefiive  fines  impofed,  nor  cruel  and 
unufual  puniihments  infliéted. 

(C  Art.  llth.  The  enumeration  in  the  con- 
ftitution  of  certain  rights,  fliall  not  be  conftrued 
to  deny  or  difparage  others  retained  by  the 
people. 

“ Art.  12th.  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  conftitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  ftates,  are  referved  to  the  ftates  re- 
fipeftively,  or  to  the  people.” 

The  two  firft  oi  thefe  twelve  articles  did  not 
receive  the  ratification  required  by  law.  The 
other  ten  being  ratified,  make  part  of  the  confti- 
tution. 


X 


GENERAL 


308 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  CONSTITU- 
TION OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

It  is  not  my  deftgn  here  to  enter  into  a minute 
examination  of  the  merits  of  the  confutation  of 
the  United  States.  The  information  I have  ga- 
thered as  to  the  fttuation  of  affairs,  and  the  tem- 
per of  parties,  at  the  period  of  its  adoption,  in- 
duces me  to  believe  that  it  is  the  beft  which 
could  at  that  time  be  carried  into  execution.  I 
fhall  confine  myfelf  to  fpeak  of  its  principal  and 
inherent  defedl  ; which  I regard  as  an  obitacle  to 
the  public  welfare  in  any  confutation  where.  it 
is  found.  I confefs  there  is  fome  degree  of  bold- 
nefs  in  fpeak ing  thus  freely  on  this  topic  ; for 
what  I confider  to  be  a fundamental  deleft  in 
the  confutation  of  the  United  States,  is  viewed  by 
almoft  every  American  as  its  moft  valuable  qua- 
lity. I am  alluding  to  the  federal  form  of  the 
government.  I .admit  the  conception  to  be  of  a 
fublithe  nature,  and  calculated  to  delight  in 
theory.  Sovereign  liâtes  ceding  to  a general  go- 
vernment part  of  their  authority,  for  the  public 
benefit,  prefents,  in  a more  fafeinating  way  than 
ordinary,  the  image  of  men  united  in  fociety, 
making  a facrifice  of  a portion  of  their  rights  and 
liberties  for  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  the  reft,  and 
for  the  general  profperity  ; but  experience  will 
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fhew  this  feheme,  pleafing  as  it  is  to  the  imagi- 
nation, illufory,  and  incapable  of  execution.  The 
propenfities  of  governments  have  a power,  of  a 
nature  and  extent  very  different  from  that  of  in- 
dividuals ; their  apparent  motives  are  much  more 
plaufible  ; and  the  fuppreffion  of  them  by  force  is 
much  lefs  prompt,  and  lefs  eafy  in  the  execution, 
than  that  of  the  paffions  of  individuals — mean- 
while they  inherently  oppofe  themfelves  to  the 
advantages  that  form  the  object  of  the  compact, 
which  is  the  general  welfare  of  the  union.  With- 
out purfuing  the  difeuffion  of  the  principles  and 
refill ts  of  a federal  government,  I will  give^  two 
finking  examples  of  its  ferions  evils  in  the  United 
States. 

In  1/8/,  the  old  congrefs,  defiring  to  fettle  the 
claims  of  the  different  fiâtes  upon  . the  general 
government,  palled  a law,  on  the  7th  of  May, 
providing,  that  five  commiiiioners  fhould  be  fent 
fucceffively  mto  all  the  fiâtes,  to  receive  the  ac- 
counts of  each,  for  films  expended  by  them  during 
the  war,  for  the  fervice  of  the  Union,  in  yirtue 
of  orders  of  congrefs,  or  without  fetch  orders, 
where  proofs  of  the  expenditure  fo  applied  could 
be  given.  The  com miffi oners  were  to  examine 
the  feveral  claims  ; to  ftrike  the  balance  of  each  ; 
returns  of  which  balances  they  were  to  make  to 
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the  treafurer  of  the  Union,  accompanied  with  the 
feveral  documents,  for  which  they  were  to  give 
acknowledgments  to  the  fiâtes  to  which  they  re- 
fpeftively  belonged  ; and  alfo  with  their  remarks 
on  the  nature  and  validity  of  fuch  documents  ; 
and  the  law  enjoined  the  different  fiâtes  to  fur- 
nifh  fuch  documents  and  titles  to  the  commif- 
fioners  within  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  to  be  by 
them  transmitted  to  the  treafury  in  the  current 
year.  It  further  provided,  that,  when  the  above 
returns  fhould  be  made,  the  congrefs  fhould  name 
three  other  commiffioners  to  examine  all  ac- 
counts and  documents,  and  finally  to  ftrike  ba- 
lances of  the  feveral  claims  ; afting  on  the  opi- 
nion of  the  firft  commiffioners  as  to  the  validity 
of  the  documents,  where  fuch  were  produced, 
and  on  the  principles  of  equity,  where  claims 
were  made  for  expences  in  the  war  not  previoufly 
authorifed  by  orders  of  congrefs.  This  law  de- 
clared the  décidons  of  the  majority  of  the  three 
commiffioners  to  be  conclufive,  and  not  fubjedl 
to  appeal  ; and  it  finally  enjoined  the  commif- 
foners  to  compleat  the  decifion  of  all  fuçh  claims 
within  eight  months,  At  the  expiration  of  that 
term,  thefe  claimsi  ftill  remained  unfettled,  the 
public  mind  being  occupied  by  the  prefentation 
§md  adoption  of  the  new  çonftitution,  A law  was 

therefore 
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therefore  pafled  in  the  new  congrefs,  on  the  lft 
of  Auguft,  1/90,  authorifing  the  prefident  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  three  new  commif- 
fioners,  with  the  fame  powers  as  were  delegated 
to  the  former  ; who  were,  on  an  examination  of 
the  claims  and  titles  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the 
returns  of  the  treafury  of  fums  advanced  by  the 
Union  to  the  feveral  ftates  on  the  other  hand,  to 
ftrike  the  feveral  balances  ; and  to  make  fuch 
{fates  creditors  of  the  Union  as  iliould  have  ex- 
pended more  than  their  receipts  from  the  trea- 
fury, and  fuch  ftates  debtors  to  the  Union,  as 
fhould  not  have  expended  the  fums  advanced  to 
them  by  the  Union.  This  law  fixed  the  lft  of 
July,  1792,  for  the  lateft  period  for  the  returns 
of  fuch  balances  to  be  made.  By  a law  pafled  on 
the  laft  day  of  February,  1 792,  the  time  for  re- 
turning fuch  balances  wras  extended  to  the  lft 
of  July,  1793. 

The  law  which  thus  authorifed  the  prefident 
to  appoint  three  commiffioners  for  this  impor- 
tant fervice,  pafled  almoft  unanimoufly  ; and  Mr. 
Wafhington,  the  prefident,  made  choice  of  men 
of  acknowledged  integrity  and  information 
thefe  were,  William  Irwine,  John  Kean, 
and  Woodbury  Langdon,  whofe  appointment 
gave  univerfal  fatis faction  in  the  ftates.  Thefe 
commiffioners  finifhed  their  labour  within  the 
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time  prefcribed  ; and  the  following  is  a table  of 
the  returns  they  made  of  their  decifion. 

States,  Creditors  of  thç  Union.  Sums. 

New  Hampfhire  - 75,013  Dollars, 

Maffachufetts  - 1,248,801. 

Rhode-Illand  - - 289,011 

Connecticut  - - 019,121 

New  Jerfey  - - 49,030 

South  Carolina  - 1,205,078 

Georgia  - - 19,888 


States,  Debtors  to  the  Union. 


New  York 
Pennfvlvania 

• j 

Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 
North  Carolina 


2,072,845 

7^709 

012,428 

151,040 

100,879 

501,882 


It  was  not  till  towards  the  clofe  of  1700,  that 
the  queftion  was  agitated  in  congrefs,  of  the 
means  of  bringing  into  the  treafury  of  the  Union 
the  fums  due  from  the  ftatcs  that  were  debtors  -to 
it,  which  fums  were  deftined  to  difcharge  the 
debts  due  from  the  Union  to  the  other  ftates  ; 
and  then  it  was  foon  demonftrated,  by  the  turn 
the  debates  took  in  the  queftion,  that  the  ftates, 
debtors  to  the  Union,  had  no  intention  of  dif- 
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charging  their  obligations,  notwithflanding  the 
diilrefs  of  the  treafury  of  the  Union,  and  the 
flourifhing  condition  of  the  finances  of  mofl  of 
thofe  fiâtes,  efpecially  that  of  New  York.  A re- 
gard to  the  particular  interefts  of  the  feverai  fiâtes, 
and  a jealoufy  of  each  other,  were  univerfally 
manifefled.  The  debates  abounded  with  fophift 
try,  and  ill  faith  to  the  public.  An  attention  to 
the  concerns  and  interefts  of  the  Union  was  no 
where  to  be  found  in  them.  Although  many 
fittings  were  given  to  the  difeuffion,  no  refolution 
palled  on  the  fubjedl;  and  no  other  refuît  was 
apparent,  than  that  the  fiâtes,  debtors  to  the 
Union,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  would  never 
difeharge  the  debt,  and  that  the  Union  was  deft 
titute  of  means  to  enforce  payment— for  an  at- 
tempt to  obtain  the  payment  by  arms,  was  to 
provoke  a civil  war,  and  haften  the  diflolution  of 
the  Union.  The  lofs  to  the  treafury  of  the  Union 
amounted  to  three  millions  feven  hundred  and 
feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eisdi tv-four 

O J 

dollars;  or  rather  three  millions  nine  hundred 
and  four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-one 
dollars,  including  the  intereft.  The  welfare  of 
the  Union  was  made  a ready  facrifice  to  the  ra- 
pacity and  injuftice  of  individuals,  who  oppofed 
the  execution  of  a law  againft  which  they  had 
folemnly  engaged  to  make  no  appeal.  The  ob- 
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ject  of  the  federal  government  was  in  this  inftance 
entirely  defeated. 

The  other  inftance  I have  to  give  of  the  in- 
convenience of  the  federal  fyftem,  is  relative  to 
the  fortifying  of  the  harbours  of  the  ftates.  The 
confutation,  in  the  firft  article,  and  the  eighth 
feâion,  provides,  that  the  Union  “ ftlall  exercife 
exclufive  legiflative  authority  over  all  places  pur- 
chafed  by  the  confent  of  the  legiflatures  of  the 
feveral  ftates,  for  the  erèélion  of  forts,  magazines, 
arfenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful  build- 
ings ;*  and  by  a law  palled  in  December  1 7Q4, 
whofe  objedl  was  to  provide  for  expences  incurred 
in  the  fortification  of  feme  places  on  the  coaft  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  declared,  “ that  the  pre- 
fident  fhall  receive  from  the  legiflatures  of  the 
different  ftates  the  ceffion  of  the  lands  neceffary 
to  fuch  fortifications,  or  fhall  purchafe  them,  if 
they  are  not  the  property  of  the  ftates.”  The 
greater  part  of  the  ftates  refufed  to  cede  the  lands 
wanted  for  this  purpofe,  or  to  authorife  the  prefl- 
dent  to  acquire  them  by  purchafe,  in  the  cafe  of 
their  being  the  property  of  individuals.  They 
demanded  fums  of  the  Union,  in  aid  of  the  hums 
they  confented  to  expend  from  their  own  trea- 
furies,  in  fortifications  to  be  raifed  on  their  own 
lands  ; but  the  affiftance  they  gave  the  law7  went 
no  further.  The  confequencç  was,  that  the  foiv 
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tifications  were  conftrufted  on  the  plans,’  and 
according  to  the  notions  of  individuals,  the  feve- 
ral  ftates  in  which  they  were  eredted  attending 
only  to  their  own  advantage  ; that  they  were  built 
on  fordid  principles,  and  in  a very  inadequate 
manner,  the  refources  of  the  feveral  ftates  not  ap- 
pearing competent  to  conftrudt  them  either  in 
the  extent  or  with  the  folidity  the  objedl  re- 
quired ; that  they  are  raifed  in  places  where  the 
expence  of  the  erection  would  be  lefs,  rather  than 
in  fuch  places  as  would  beft  cover  the  towns, 
and  add  to  the  general  defence  of  the  country. 
In  the  laft  fitting  of  the  late  congrefs,  in  Febru- 
ary 1 7Q7,  very  extraordinary  debates  were  held  on 
this  lubject  ; in  which  it  appeared,  by  the  lan- 
guage of  the  deputies  of  Maflachufetts,  New 
York,  and  South  Carolina,  that  thofe  three  power- 
ful ftates,  poffeffing  the  moft  important  ports  of 
the  country,  were  refolved  not  to  cede  to  the 
Union  the  lands  neceffary  for  the  eredtion  of  for- 
tifications for  the  fafety  of  thofe  ports.  In  the 
difcuftion,  the  government  of  the  United  States 
was  reproached,  by  the  deputies  of  Penniylvania 
and  Rhode- Ifland,  (which  ftates  had  ceded  to  the 
Union  the  lands  demanded  of  them),  with  being 
lefs  occupied  with  the  defence  of  the  ftates  wrho 
paid  obedience  to  the  law,  than  that  of  the  ftates 
refufxng  to  make  any  ceffion  of  their  lands.  And 
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the  deputies  of  the  refractory  ftates  ufe&  the  ar- 
gument of  the  negleCt  of  the  government  toward 
the  ftates  of  Fennlylvania  and  Rhode  Ifland,  as 
an  excufe,  and  even  a fubjeCl  of  praife  to  their 
own  Rates,  for  having  refufed  to  cede  their  lands 
to  the  general  government.  Whatever  might  be 
the  degree  ofjuftice  with  which  thefe  reproaches 
were  caft  upon  the  government  of  the  Union, 
they  were  only  ufed  as  a pretext  for  the  refufal 
of  the  refraClory  ftates  to  cede  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion, the  real  motive  being  thejealoufy  conftantly 
cxifting  between  the  Several  Sovereign  ftates  of 
the  Union  and  the  general  government — a jea- 
louSy  natural  enough  to  man,  but  more  particu- 
larly prevailing  among  true  republicans;  inaS- 
much  as  the  general  government,  having  citadels 
and  troops  in  the  midft  of  the  Several  ftates,  and 
in  the  moft  important  pofts,  might  be  the  more 
readily  tempted  to  abridge  or  deftroy  their  inde- 
pendence. 

The  reSult  of  this  ftate  of  things  is,  that  the 
moft  important  points  along  the  coafts  of  the 
United  States  are  not  fortified,  or  are  in  a worfe 
ftate — for  the  confidence  which  is  placed  in  in- 
complete and  insufficient  works,  and  which  avail 
nothing  to  the  Safety  of  the  places  they  affeét  tq 
cover,  is  a fatal  error  ; befides,  in  an  extenfive 
country,  fortifications  moft  completely  made,  and 

placed 
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placed  with  the  greateft  judgment  for  particular 
objeds,  contribute  nothing  to  the  general  de- 
fence, if  they  are  not  conneded  with  a fyftem, 
which,  having  the  general  defence  for  its  objed, 
expends  frequently,  with  the  greateft  utility,  the 
largeft  fums  on  pofts  that  may  be  unimportant 
to  the  local  interefts  of  the  place,  but  are,  not™ 
withftanding  the  keys  of  the  country.  It  is  no 
exaggeration  to  fay,  that  the  coafts  of  the  United 
States  are  defencelefs  ; and  that  the  fineft  and 
richeft  ports  of  the  Union  are  not  fecure  even 
againft  a coup  de  mam . And  this  great  evil  is 
entirely  occaiioned  by  the  refufal  of  fome  of  the 
ftates  to  cede  the  lands  neceftary  to  a plan  of 
general  defence. 

By  thefe  two  examples,  wc  fee — that  the  de- 
rangement of  the  finances  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  defencelefs  condition  of  their  coafts,  are 
the  refult  of  the  federal  fvftem — a refult,  deftrac- 
tive  of  the  end  of  the  Union,  but  one  that  is  the 
neceftary  confequence  of  a fyftem  which  places 
the  interefts  and  paffions  of  the  feveral  ftates  in 
oppofttion  to  the  welfare  of  the  Union,  and  is 
deftrudive  of  the  unanimity,  without  which  no 
government,  however  excellent  in  its  form,  can 
afford  its  fubjeds  the  protedion  and  other  advan- 
tages for  which  it  is  inftituted.  And  if  thefe  in- 
conveniences are  already  felt  in  the  United  States, 

where 


318 


TRAVELS  THRGtJCÎÎ 


where  population  is  fo  difproportioned  to  the  ex* 
tent  of  country,  what  will  they  not  be  with  $ 
great  population,  and  a time  far  removed  from 
the  origin  of  the  Union  } 

STATE  OF  PARTIES  FROM  THE  ADOPTION  OF  THE 
CONSTITUTION  TO  THE  PRESENT  PERIOD. 

The  opponents  of  the  conftitution,  both  in 
congrefs  and  out  of  doors,  fubmitted,  on  its  be- 
ing adopted  by  the  feveral  ftates,  to  its  authority  ; 
but  they  neverthelefs  formed  a party  in  oppofition 
to  the  new  government.  The  conftitution,  al- 
though called  a plan  of  confolidalion  by  its  op- 
ponents, becaufe  its  objedl  was  to  make  one  body 
of  the  different  ftates,  by  diminifhing  in  too  great 
a degree,  according  to  their  opinion,  their  refpec- 
tive  fovereignties,  was  in  truth  a federal  conftitu- 
tion. It  had,  indeed,  the  title,  and  all  the  pro- 
perties of  fuch  a conftitution.  But  although  its 
opponents  contended  for  no  other  purpofe  but 
to  eftablifh  a conftitution  more  completely  federal 
in  its  nature,  they  were  by  the  other  party  named 
anti-federaüjls — a name  that  by  no  means  belong- 
ed to  them  ; but  which,  at  that  time,  being  the 
moft  odious  that  could  be  given  them,  it  was 
natural  their  adverfaries  fhould  ftigmatize  them 
with  it.  The  friends  of  the  conftitution  called 
themfelves  federaltjîs > a title  affumed  to  give 

them 
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them  popularity.  Thus  the  two  parties,  without 
having  changed  opinions,  objects,  or  policy,  had 
fuddenly  changed  names  ; and  each  continued  to 
be  diftinguiflied  by  that  which  its  adverfary  was 
known  a year  before. 

The  anti-federalijls  (for  we  will  ufe  the  deno- 
minations of  the  parties  as  they  are  applied)  had 
long  reproached  the  other  party  with  a fubmiffion 
to  Englifh  influence.  I do  not  know  that  the  fe- 
deralifls , in  the  early  times  of  the  new  conftitu- 
tion,  had  betrayed  any  other  fymptoms  of  this 
influence,  than  the  attachment  of  many  mer- 
chants belonging  to  that  party  to  the  Englilli 
commerce  ; an  attachment  that  their  commercial 
interefts  readily  accounted  for.  Afterwards  the 
fenate,  in  which  the  federalifis  were  very  numer- 
ous, agitated  a deflgn  of  giving  the  titles  of  his 
Ulujinous  higlmefs  to  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States  ; of  right  honourable  to  the  members  of  the 
fenate  ; and  honourable  to  the  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives  ; but  the  fenate  itfelf  abandoned  the  pro- 
ject, the  public  opinion  being  evidently  averfe  to 
it,  and  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  difpofed  to 
throw  it  out. 

About  this  time  was  difeufled  the  fyftem  of 
finance,  which  now  exifts,  and  which  was  vehe- 
mently combated  by  the  oppofition.  This  debate 
appears  indeed  the  only  one  which  openly  ex- 
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pofcd  the  views  of  the  two  parties,  till  the  period 
of  the  French  revolution. 

Some  inconfiderable  tumults  that  happened  in 
feveral  of  the  ftates,  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  excife, 
Were  not  perhaps  regarded  with  fo  unfavourable 
an  eye  by  the  anti-federaltfts , as  the  other  party  ; 
becaufe  the  former  faw  in  them  nothing  more 
than  the  confequcnces  they  had  foretold  of  an 
unpopular  mode  of  taxation,  which  indeed  had 
been  once  rejected  by  the  congrefs,  and  was  not 
finally  adopted  but  with  great  difficulty,  and  in  a 
fucceeding  feffion. 

But  if  the  two  parties  were  marked  by  the  dif- 
pofitions  in  which  they  feverally  viewed  thefe  tu- 
mults, it  was  but  flightly  ; for  no  partizan  of  the 
anti-federalifts  gave  his  countenance  to  the  dif- 
obedience  of  the  law,  and  many  of  the  party  aided, 
in  their  feveral  functions,  to  reftore  order.  Thefe 
events,  therefore,  cannot  ftriâly  be  confidered  as 
a ffiock  of  the  parties. 

It  was  at  the  period  of  the  French  revolution, 
or  rather  at  the  fécond  epoch  of  that  revolution^ 
that  the  two  parties  openly  declared  their  r'e^ 
fpedtive  views.  The  federalijis , whofe  objects 
were  to  ftrengthen  the  government  of  the  Union, 
to  encreafe  the  influence  of  the  executive  power, 
and  to  carry  the  confritution  as  far  as  poffible 
toward  monarchy,  naturally  beheld  in  the  Engliffi 

government 
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government  a barrier  againft  the  fyftem  of  French 
repub]  icanifm.  The  anti-federalijls  as  naturally 
turned  to  the  lyftem  eftablilhed  by  the  fécond 
revolution  in  France,  for  aid  in  the  plan  they  pro- 
jected, of  giving  a purely  republican  direction  to 
the  conftitution  of  the  ftates.  From  that  period* 
the  attachment  oFthe  parties  to  their  feveral  opi- 
nions, their  derire  of  accomplifhing  their  refpe&ive 
views  ; in  a word,  the  intention  of  one  to  give  a 
monarchical  tendency,  and  of  the  other  a democratic 
tendency  to  the  American  government,  gave  them 
the  appearance  of  being— the  one  Englilh,  and 
the  other  French  parties,  in  the  country. 

The  party,  whofe  defign  it  was  to  detach  the 
United  States  from  France,  and  conned  them 
ftridly  with  England,  received,  no  doubt,  a great 
acceffion  of  ftrength  from  the  horrible  crimes 
which  the  men  in  power  in  France  feemed  for 
two  years  to  have  made  the  habitual  adminiftra- 
tion  of  that  unhappy  country  ; from  their  avowed 
fyftem  of  a general  diforganization  of  other  go- 
vernments ; from  the  open  attempts  of  M.  Genet, 
the  French  minifter  in  America,  to  force  the  ftates 
from  their  neutrality,  which  it  was  their  intereft 
as  well  as  their  right  to  maintain  ; and,  in  a word, 
from  the  intrigues  of  that  imprudent  minifter  to 
fpread  the  principles  of  jacobinifm  through  the 
Vol.  IV.  Y ftates, 
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ftates,  which  at  once  were  inimical  to  the  interefts 
of  France,  and  contrary  to  the  rights  of  nations. 

An  abhorrence  of  the  crimes  of  the  governing 
party  in  France,  and  difguft  with  the  conduit  of 
its  agents  in  America,  were  mutually  felt  by  both 
the  parties  of  the  United  States.  The  antl-fede - 
ralifts,  however,  continued  to  regard  the  diforders 
they  lamented  as  temporary  ; while  the  other 
party  imagined  they  faw,  or  affeited  to  fee,  in 
the  evils  that  affiliated  France,  fomething  that 
was  permanent,  or  at  leaf!:  likely  to  be  of  fome 
duration.  At  this  period  was  formed  a confe- 
deracy of  the  kings  of  Europe  againft  France  ; 
and  it  was  natural  for  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  fuppofe  the  confederacy  could 
not  fail  to  be  fuccefsful  againft  an  anarchy,  ftained 
at  home  with  crimes  and  blood,  affailed  by  the 
choiceft  troops  of  Europe,  and  having  nothing 
in  appearance  to  oppofe  to  this  force  but  new 
troops  without  experienced  generals,  and  a trea- 
fury  without  any  other  currency  than  a difcre- 
dited  paper.  At  the  fame  period  England  har- 
rafied  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  by 
taking  their  veffels,  and  preffing  their  failors,  and 
even  menaced  them  with  a direél  war.  Thus 
the  danger  of  being  involved  in  a war  againft  an 
enemy  already  powerful,  and  wTho  feemed  to  be 
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incrcafmg  in  power,  gave  great  uneafmefs  to  the 
United  States  ; while  their  former  ally,  to  whom 
in  other,  circumftances  they  would  have  looked 
for  aid,  feemed  on  the  point  of  becoming  a prey 
to  that  enemy.  And  if  the  fears  of  the  American 
government  were  exaggerated,  we  cannot  be  fur- 
prifed  that  its  fyftem  of  policy  threw  it  into  the 
arms  of  the  ftrongeft  party. 

Although  the  antl-federaUJls  neither  approved . 
of  the  disorganizing  fyftem  of  France,  nor  the 
pra&ices  of  her  minifter  in  America,  they  did  not 
apprehend  any  danger  from  an  alliance  with 
France  to  the  interior  tranquillity  of  the  ftates, 
which  they  deemed  to  be  incapable  of  the  ex- 
travagance of  the  anarchifts.  The  evils  that  af- 
flicted France  appeared  to  them  temporary  ; and 
the  Spirit  of  liberty,  they  had  no  doubt,  would 
enable  her  to  repel  all  her  enemies.  They  were 
even  more  attached  to  an  alliance  with  France, 
when  they  faw  England  fo  lofty  in  her  preten- 
fions.  Their  policy  was,  to  preferve  the  abfolute 
neutrality  of  the  ftates,  and  to  avoid  a war  with 
England  by  every  means  that  did  not  humble 
the  ftates  before  her.  If  Satisfaction  could  not  be 
obtained  from  England  for  the  affronts  offered  to 
the  ftates,  they  propofed  the  fequeftration  of  Eng- 
lilh  property  in  America,  and  an  interruption  of 
all  commerce  with  her  ; in  a word,  w^ar — if  Eng- 
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land  was  refolved  on  war.  And  this  party  fup- 
pofed  that  the  arming  of  American  privateers,  a 
prohibition  to  carry  provifions  to  the  Englifh 
iflands,  and  the  feizing  on  Canada,  were  more 
certain  means  of  injuring  JEngland,  than  any  fhe 
had  with  which  to  make  reprifals  on  the  fiâtes. 

Warm  contefts  were  occafioned  in  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  by  this  difference  of  opinions 
and  views,  when  the  que  ft  ion  came  to  be  debated 
concerning  the  relative  fituations  of  England  and 
the  United  States.  The  tw  o parties  oppofed  each 
other  writh  the  greatefi  animofity.  The  ques- 
tion equally  agitated  the  people  out  of  doors, 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  although  it  was  the  general  wdfh  to  preferve 
peace  and . maintain  neutrality,  the  complaints 
uttered  againft  the  Englifh  were  loud  and  almoft 
hniverfal  ; and  the  remembrance  of  the  triumph 
of  America  over  the  Englifh  arms,  giving  affur- 
ance  of  fuccefs  in  a new  contefi,  made  a war 
with  England  little  the  objeét  of  fear  wTith  the 
populace.  The  difmiffion,  about  this  time,  of 
Mr.  Jefferfon  from  the  office  of  fecretary  of  fiate, 
increafed  the  difcontent  of  the  anti-federallfts. 
Mr.  Jefferfon  was  of  that  party,  and  had  always 
avowed  an  attachment  to  pure  republicanifm. 
His  party  afcribed  his  difmiffion  to  the  politics 
he  adopted  in  the  prefident’s  council.  They  w^ere 
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perluaded,  however  he  might  fear  the  Hates  were 
in  no  condition  at  that  moment  to  declare  war 
againfl  England,  and  however  refolved  he  might 
be  to  leave  no  reafonablc  propofition  untried  to 
reflore  a good  underflanding  between  the  coun- 
tries, he  was  neverthelefs  equally  bent  upon  re- 
jecting every  meafure  that  would  affeCl  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  the  Hates.  The  willies  of 
the  party  were,  not  to  challenge  England,  but 
to  fhew  her  how  the  Hates  had  been  infulted  and 
injured  by  her  conduct  ; to  let  her  fee  they  were 
offended,  and  to  let  her  know  they  demanded 
reparation.  They  were  not  ignorant  that  Mr, 
Jefferfon  oppofed  in  the  council  too  clofe  and 
intimate  an  union  with  England,  whom  he  ac- 
cu fed  of  treachery  ; that  he  oppofed  Hill  more 
eagerly  all  meafures  tending  to  feparate  the  Hates 
from  France,  where  anarchy  and  its  confequent 
crimes  would  foon  give  way  to  order,  and  where 
a regard  to  the  interefls  of  the  United  States 
was  evinced  even  in  the  midfl  of  the  worfl  dif- 
orders  that  had  difgraced  the  revolution.  The 
fame  party  knew  alfo  that  it  was  Mr.  Jefferfon’s 
firmnefs  that  defeated  the  dangerous  pretenfions 
and  projeâs  of  M.  Genet  ; and  that  he  had  been 
the  caufe  of  that  minifler’s  being  recalled  by 
Prance.  And  the  recal  of  M.  Genet  they  con- 
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fidered  as  a new  and  folid  proof  of  the  good  will 
and  friendfhip  of  France  toward  the  United  States. 

In  proportion  as  this  party  complained  of  the 
difmiffion  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  the  federallfts  ex- 
preffed  their  triumph.  Thefe  latter  faw,  wTith 
extreme  fatisfadtion,  that  their  views  would  be 
no  longer  thwarted  in  the  prefident’ s council, 
where  till  then  they  did  not  think  the  Englilh 
government  fufficiently  favoured.  It  was  in- 
ftantly  determined  to  fend  Mr.  Jay  to  England. 
It  is  univerfally  believed  that  the  inftrudtions 
given  to  that  minifter  by  the  prefident,  were 
framed  with  great  wifdom  and  moderation,  and 
that  they  formally  enjoined  Mr.  Jay  to  refpedt  the 
engagements  of  the  United  States  with  France 
in  any  new  treaty  with  England.  However  that 
were,  it  is  certain  the  prefident  was  careful  to 
inform  the  French  government,  that  the  fending 
an  ambaffador  extraordinary  to  England,  had  no 
other  objedt  than  to  avoid  a war  wdth  that  power, 
and  to  fettle  the  differences  between  the  two 
countries;  and  that  the  alliance  with  France 
would  be  maintained  with  the  moft  perfedt  good 
faith  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

The  choice  of  Mr.  Jay  for  the  embaffy  to 
England,  gave  great  offence  to  the  anti -federallfts. 
This  minifter  was  chief  juftice  of  the  United 
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States  ; an  office  that  feemed  to  mate  his  pre- 
fence in  the  country  indifpenfable,  and  therefore 
appeared  incompatible  with  any  foreign  million. 
He  was  confidered  as  devoted  to  England  by  his 
general  habits,  but  more  efpecially  by  a blind  zeal 
for  the  doctrines  of  the  Englifh  church.  He  was 
known  to  have  an  old  diflite  to  France,  which 
was  faid  to  have  been  excited  by  the  manifeft 
preference  given  by  the  French  minifter  and  thfe. 
whole  French  nation  to  Benjamin  Franklin, 
whofe  colleague  he  was  at  the  making  of  the 
peace  in  1/83. 

When  parties  proceed  to  extremes  with  each 
other,  every  thing  ferves  as  food  to  their  mutual 
hatred  and  injuflice,  About  this  time  the  infur- 
reétion  at  Pittfburg  broke  out.  The  federalifts 
accufed  their  adverfaries  of  being  the  contrivers 
and  authors  of  the  infurreétion.  They  endea- 
voured to  implicate  many  of  them  individually 
in  its  guilt,  although  the  accufation  was  never 
fupported  with  the  fmallelt  proof.  That  infur- 
rection  was  no  other  than  an  explofion,  of  a very 
culpable  nature,  no  doubt,  but  perfectly  forefeen, 
of  the  difeontents  occafioned  by  the  levying  a tàx 
on  private  diftilleries  ; a meafure  that  never  could 
be  carried  into  effeft  in  that  part  of  Pennfylvania, 
even  when,  previous  to  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
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new  conftitution,  that  tax  made  part  of  the  law 
of  the  Hate. 

About  this  time  alfo  democratic  clubs  were 
formed  in  feveral  towns  in  the  United  States; 
and  the  antï-federalîfts  vv^ere  accufed  of  being:  the 
authors  of  this  dangerous  imitation  of  the  Jaco^ 
bin  affociations  that  had  caufed  fo  many  misfor~ 
tunes  to  France;  It  was  alleged  again#  them, 
that  it  was  their  delign  to  ufe  the  clubs  as  inftru- 
ments  of  overthrowing  the  conftitution,  by  in- 
troducing divifions  among  the  Hates,  and  rending 
to  pieces  the  federal  lyftem.  As  it  generally  hapT 
pens,  thefe  accufations  increafed  the  afperity,  as 
well  as  of  the  party  by  whom  they  were  advanced 
as  thofe  who  were  the  objects  of  them. 

In  this  fituation  of  things,  the  treaty  with 
England  was  concluded.  It  is  not  my  intention 
to  difcufs  the  merits  of  any  particular  parts  of 
that  treaty  ; nor  do  I affedl  to  give  its  hiftory, 
much  of  which  is  known  only  to  very  few  per- 
fons.  I propofe  merely  to  take  fome  notice  of 
its  effedt  on  the  two  parties.  It  is  perfectly 
known,  that  the  prefident  perceived  thp  treaty  tp 
be  fo  little  conformable  to  the  inftrudtions  he 
had  given  Mr.  Jay,  and  fo  little  confident  with 
what  he  thought  the  interefts  of  the  United  States, 
that  it  was  long  before  he  could  prevail  on  him- 
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felf  to  prefent  it  to  the  fenate  for  its  fan&ion — - 
that  this  treaty  occafioned  violent  debates  in  the 
fenate,  which  would  not  have  ended  with  its 
ratification,  had  not  the  majority  of  that  affembly 
been  previoufly  determined  to  accept  it,  even 
without  knowing  the  articles  it  contained* — that, 
as  foon  as  the  treaty  was  made  public,  addreffes 
for  and  againfl  its  ratification  crowded  in  from 
every  town  and  corporation  of  the  United  States 
— that  the  queftion  of  its  ratification  or  rejection 
begat  the  deepefl  concern,  and  the  warmed:  dif- 
cuffions  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern 
liâtes — that  the  general  confidence  placed  in  the 
prefident  tempered  in  the  majority  their  averfion 
to  the  treaty — and  that,  finally,  when  the  fums 
for  carrying  it  into  execution  came  to  be  voted 
in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  a long  and  violent 
ftruggle,  relative  to  the  merits  of  the  treaty  itlelf, 
was  the  effect  ; although  the  right  of  that  houfe 
to  interfere  with  its  ratification  was  denied  by 
the  friends  of  the  treaty,  the  letter  of  the  confti- 
tution  having,  as  they  faid,  withheld  that  privi- 
lege from  them.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
reprefentatives  maintained  the  right  of  entering 
into  the  merits  of  the  treaty,  from  the  very  letter 
of  the  conffitution,  fo  little  precifion  is  there  in 
the  wording  of  it.— The  dread  of  involving  the 
United  States  in  a war  with  England,  at  length 
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gained  a majority  in  the  houfe  for  the  treaty  ; in 
the  fame  manner  as  that  motive  had  influenced 
not  only  the  prefident,  but  the  majority  of  the 
individuals  in  the  ftates,  who  finally  adhered  to 
the  treaty,  to  the  latter  of  whom  all  alliance 
with  England,  of  whatever  kind,  was  extremely 
obnoxious. 

The  old  animofity  'of  the  two  parties  was  fur- 
ther inflamed  by  thefe  difcuffions.  The  debates 
in  the  congrefs,  and  the  pamphlets,  and  writings 
in  the  papers,  on  the  fubjeét,  were  loaded  with 
perfonal  abufe  and  mutual  açcufations.  The 
anti-federallfts  were  . accufed  of  encouraging  a 
ipirit  of  diforganization  for  ; dangerous  purpofes, 
and  from  the  fordid  motive  of  French  gold.  The 
other  party  was  accufed  of  facrificing  the  national 
honour  ; of  fhamefully  humbling  the  ftates  at 
the  feet  of  England  ; of  violating  their  ancient 
engagements  to  France  ; and  of  corruption, 
i through  the  medium  of  ambition  or  gold.  The 
maft  fatal  confequences  were  predifled  to  flow 
from  the  treaty,  and  afcribed  to  the  federalifts, 
as  injuries  brought  by  them  upon  the  country. 
The  fpirit  of  party  was  excluded  from  no  clafs  of 
fociety.  Political  intolerance  proceeded  to  the 
extreme  ; even  frequently  in  the  fame  dwelling, 
it  was  found  to  be  the  greateft  ; and  the  moft 
diigraceful  and  hateful  appellations  were  mutu- 
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ally  given  by  the  individuals  of  the  parties  to  each 
other. 

The  difpleafiire  which  France  expreffed  at  the 
treaty,  widened  the  breach  between  the  parties. 
The  anti-federalifts  having  foretold  it,  conlidered 
the  expreffion  of  that  difpleafure  as  the  eulogium 
of  their  oppbfition  ; while  th zfederalifts  declared 
them  to  be  the  authors  of  the  diflatisfaélion  of 
France.  The  latter  even  went  fo  far  as  to  fay, 
that  their  opponents  had,  by  underhand  intrigues, 
engaged  the  government  of  France  to  complain 
of  the  treaty,  when  it  was  not  difpofed  to  do 
fo;  and  thus  they  openly  denounced  them  as 
enemies  of  their  country. 

The  executive  government  of  the  United 
States,  the  centre  of  the  party  of  the  federalljls , 
could  not  be  ignorant  that  their  treaty  with  Eng- 
land placed  France  in  a much  lefs  favourable 
fituation  than  formerly  relative  to  America,  and 
even  in  a lefs  favourable  fituation  than  England, 
efpecially  in  times  of  war;  but  whether  they 
did  not  forefee  the  difpleafure  of  France,  or  they 
braved  the  confequences,  they  affeéted  to  be  fur- 
prifed  and  offended  with  the  complaints  of  the 
French  government  ; and  immediately,  whether 
in  purfuance  of  a fyftem  they  had  projected,  or 
from  a fear  of  giving  advantage  to  the  oppofite 
party  by  reforting  to  open  and  frank  means  of 
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reconciliation  with  the  French*  they  feemed  in 
hafte  to  plunge  into  meafures  calculated  to 
heighten  the  difpleafure  of  the  French  govern- 
ment* and  to  encreafe*  if  poffible,  the  animofity 
of  the  anti-federaltftsy  whom  they  no  longer  he- 
sitated to  denominate  jacobins,  and  agents  of 
France. 

Among  the  meafures  with  which  the  antU 
federalifis  reproached  the  government  as  being 
inimical  to  France,  was  the  fending  of  a new 
ambaffador  to  Paris,  without  powers  to  adjuft 
the  differences  between  the  countries,  and  with- 
out even  authority  to  place  France  and  England 
on  a footing  of  equality  with  refpeét  to  the  United 
States.  They  certainly,  without  any  injuftice, 
conftdered  among  the  meafures  openly  hoftile  to 
France,  a delay  of  eight  months  of  the  fecretary 
of  ftate  in  anfwering  one  of  the  difpatches  of  the 
French  minifter  ; the  infulting  anfwer  that  was 
given,  after  fo  extraordinary  a delay;  and  the 
drawing  up  a manifejio * under  the  title  of  infime - 
thus  to  the  American  minifter  in  France,  that 
was  a libel  on  both  the  old  and  new  governments 
of  France,  and  that  did  not  fcruple  to  attribute 
to  perfidious  dejigns , the  ftgnal  fervices  rendered 
by  France  to  the  United  States  during  their 
ftruggle  for  independence  ; and  above  all,  the 
laying  thefe  infiru&tons  before  the  congfefs,  that 

they 
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they  might  be  publifhed  to  the  world,  without 
the  blame  of  this  infult  being,  in  point  of  form, 
imputed  to  them.  In  the  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernment and  the  federalifts,  their  opponents 
pretended  to  fee  an  intention  of  breaking  with 
France  at  all  events,  and  of  joining  England, 
againft  that  faithful  ally  of  the  United  States  ; 
they  imputed  the  conduct  of  the  governing  party, 
either  to  total  ignorance  of  the  interefts  of  Ame- 
rica, or  to  corruption  ; — for,  of  the  incurable 
hatred  of  England  toward  the  States,  and  her 
fecret  refolution  to  involve  them  in  difficulties, 
and  to  detach  them  from  a powerful  ally,  in 
order  to  have  complete  power  over  them  for  the 
purpofes  of  her  ambition,  that  party  affefled  to 
have  no  manner  of  doubt. 

The  election  of  a new  prefident  afforded  frefh 
aliment  to  the  animofity  of  the  parties.  The 
leaders  of  the  federalifts  were  defirous  of  advanc- 
ing to  the  office  of  prefident  Mr.  Pinckney,  who 
had  lately  been  ambaffador  in  England,  and  who 
had  made  the  laft  treaty  with  Spain,  which  gave 
general  fatisfa&ion  in  America  ; and  had  given 
his  fanétion,  at  leaft  nominally,  to  the  treaty  with 
England.  He  was  a man  of  acknowledged  merit, 
oi  a family  exceedingly  refpefted  in  South  Caro- 
lina, and  of  a perfonal  character  greatly  valued. 
His  ftrvices,  however,  did  not  procure  him  the 
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fîrft  office  in  the  Union.  The  vice-prefident* 
John  Adams,  feemed  to  be  naturally  called  to 
that  fituation.  Eight  years  exercife  of  the  office 
of  vice-prefident,  old  and  important  fervices  to 
the  States,  and  a long  life  of  eminent  virtue,  gave 
him  a title  that,  in  the  opinion  of  perfons  among 
the  federalifts  uninfluenced  by  intrigue  or  per- 
fonal  confiderations,  was  infinitely  preferable  to 
that  of  every  other  among  nine  candidates  for 
that  high  office.  The  leaders  of  that  party,  not- 
withflanding,  confidered  Mr.  Pinckney  as  a man 
more  likely  to  be  directed  by  their  influence. 
They  affociated  his  name  in  the  votes  with  John 
Adams,  profeffing  to  the  majority  of  their  parti- 
fans,  only  to  raife  him  to  the  office  of  vice-prc- 
fident.  They  confidered  it  as  probable,  that  he 
would  have  the  fécond  greatefl  number  of  votes 
in  the  north  ; and  that  in  the  fouth,  efpecially  in 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  where  it  was  not  expected 
John  Adams  would  have  any,  he  would  have  the 
majority,  or  at  all  events  the  fécond  number,  if 
Mr.  JefFerfon  fhould  happen  to  have  the  majo- 
1 rity  ; and  that  thus  he  would  have  a greater 
number  of  votes  than  any  other  candidate,  and 
would  confequently  be  prefident. 

. The  anti-fe  derail fts  openly  and  unanimoufly 
fupported  Mr.  JefFerfon;  and  his  title  to  the 
office,  founded  on  his  eminent  talents,  on  the 
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fhare  he  had  in  the  declaration  of  independence, 
and  on  his  fervices  as  fecrctary  of  Hate  and  as 
ambaflador  in  France,  could  not  be  queftioned, 
except  by  the  prejudices  of  party,  which  are  equal 
in  power  to  more  folid  arguments. 

The  two  parties  {trained  every  nerve,  and  re- 
jected no  advantage  that  intrigue  could  furnifli. 
They  mutually  accufed  each  other  of  unfair  pro- 
ceedings, and  even  of  tricks  to  invalidate  votes,  ' 
and  of  frauds  in  the  returns.  The  leaders  of  the 
feder alifts  were  deceived  in  their  expectation  of 
lecretly  gaining  a majority  for  Mr.  Pinckney. 
John  Adams  had,  however,  but  one  vote  more 
than  the  majority  required  by  law.  He  was  de- 
clared prefident,  and  Mr.  Jefferfon  vice -prefident. 

The  molt  recent  fhock  of  thefe  parties,  con- 
ftantly  and  vehemently  excited  againlt  each  other, 
was  occafioned  by  an  extraordinary  fitting  of  the 
congrefs,  aflembled  by  the  prefident,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  refufal  of  the  French  Directory 
to  receive  Mr.  Pinckney  as  minifter  from  the 
United  States.  Although  the  federalijls  had  a 
majority  in  the  congrefs,  the  opinions  of  their  op- 
ponents frequently  prevailed.  Almoft  every  pro- 
portion for  meafures  of  hoftility  againft  France 
was  rejected  ; and  the  fending  of  three  ambaffa- 
dors,  to  demand  an  explanation  from  the  French 
government,  was  fcarcely  followed  by  any  pre- 
parations 
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paradons  for  a war.  It  is  not  a little  remarkable, 
that  in  this  conteft  the  orators  of  the  federaltfls 
held  the  fame  language  which,  three  years  be- 
fore, had  been  employed  againft  them  by  their 
opponents  ; when  on  the  queftion  of  fending  Mr, 
Jay  to  England,  the  anii-federalifls  recommended 
vigorous  meafures,  to  reftore  the  United  States 
from  the  ruinous  and  humiliating  condition  to 
which  they  were  reduced  by  England — and  that 
the  antifederalifls , to  crufh  the  hoftile  fpirit  which 
the  other  party  expreffed  againft  France,  advanced 
the  fame  arguments  which  the  governing  party 
ufed  on  the  former  queftion,  to  recommend  con- 
ciliatory meafures  toward  England.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  who,  although 
generally  voting  with  th c federaltfls,  were  not  in 
the  fecrets  of  the  party,  on  this  occafion  carried 
the  votes  of  the  congrefs  toward  conciliatory 
meafures.  The  debates,  however,  were  more 
violent  than  ever.  They  were  more  than  ever 
filled  with  perfonal  abufe,  efpecially  on  the  fide 
of  the  federaltfls , who  accufed  their  adverfaries  of 
having  advifed  the  infults  that  the  ftates  received 
from  France,  and  of  being  «îgaged  by  the  French 
government  to  facrifice  the  interefts  of  their 
country,  and  by  this  accufation  endeavoured  to 
fubjeét  their  opponents  to  the  odium  of  the 
people. 


The 
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The  temper  of  the  two  parties  continues  to 
be  the  fame  at  this  time;  and  To  inveterate  is 
their  mutual  hatred,  their  refpeétive  policy  is  fo 
widely  afunder  and  fo  rooted  in  their  affedions, 
and  their  reciprocal  infults  are  fo  many  and  fo 
offenfive,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  hope  for  a re- 
conciliation. It  is  the  buf  nefs  of  the  politician 
to  enquire  into  the  final  ifiue  of  their  ftrife,  I 
have  here  undertaken  only  to  ftate  fads,  in  order 
to  give  an  idea  of  the  ftate  of  thefe  parties.  Yet 
I cannot  but  obferve,  that  the  names  oî  fede- 
ralïjî  and  anti-federaliji,  by  which  they  are  moft 
commmonly  known,  are  as  little  conformable 
to  the  meaning  of  thefe  words  as  the  denomina- 
tions Fnglijh  adherents  and  French  adherents , which 
they  mutually  give  to  each  other.  Their  feverai 
objeds  are,  to  give  the  confiitution  a monarchi- 
cal or  a republican  tendency  ; and  to  find,  in  the 
ambiguity  of  parts  of  its  text,  an  authority  for 
their  defigns,  as  circumftances  happen  to  favour 
one  or  the  other.  Both  the  parties  are  attached 
tq  the  union  ; and  I am  perfuaded  that  the  anti - 
federaljfls  cannot,  with  the  leaft  juftice,  be  re- 
proached with  being  lefs  fo  than  their  opponents. 
The  one  is  the  governing  party,  the  other  is  in 
oppofition  ; and  we  know  that  when  parties  have 
long  combated  with  each  other,  their  original 
objects  become  fecondary.  Their  love  of  power. 
Vol.  IV.  Z and 
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and  their  hatred  of  each  other,  are  motives  con- 
tinually aéïing  upon  them  ; and  every  occallon 
of  gratifying  their  rage,  jealouiy,  and  ambition, 
is  mutually  feized  by  them.  It  is  to  be  ignorant 
of  the  paffions  of  party,  not  to  know,  that  they 
are  as  tumultuous  as  any  that  can  agitate  and 
torment  individuals  and  fociety.  The  imputa- 
tion of  being  adherents  of  France  or  England,  is 
as  unfounded  as  the  other.  The  leaders  of  one 
party  look  to  England  as  the  natural  fupport  of 
their  power,  efpecially  fince  France  became  a re- 
public; but  they  do  not  wiflh  to  fubjugate  Ame- 
rica to  Englifh  influence.  It  is  faid,  and  not 
without  the  appearance  of  probability,  that  there 
are  individuals  among  them  who  carry  their  at- 
tachment to  England  fomething  further  than 
this;  having  in  contemplation,  either  the  re- 
union of  America  to  England,  or  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a monarchy  with  a houfe  of  peers,  that 
fhall  be  clofely  and  permanently  allied  to  Great 
Britain.  But  if  there  are  fuch,  as  will  be  readily 
enough  believed,  they  are  not  the  whole  of  thofe 
leaders,  and  they  do  not  admit  the  reft  into  their 
fecret  ; for  in  that  cafe  they  would  foon  fee 
the  number  of  their  adherents  dimmifb.  It  is  by 
exciting  a hatred  of  fome  of  the  meafures  ot 
France,  and,  by  a common  fraud,  turning  that 
hatred  againft  France  herfelf,  that  thefe  perfons 
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endeavour  to  execute  that  project,  while  they 
conceal  from  their  partizans  their  real  deligns. 

I cannot  be  perfuaded  that  the  American  go- 
vernment has  entered  into  thefe  defigns,  which 
appear  to  me  to  be  too  far  removed  from  com- 
mon fenfe  to  be  adopted  by  the  government,  and 
to  be  rather  the  views  of  individuals  blinded  by 
their  interefts  and  paffions.  Yet,  if  we  look  coolly 
at  the  conduct  of  the  government  from  the  time 
of  concluding  the  treaty  with  England,  if  we 
confider  how  little  conciliatory  meafures  towards 
France  have  been  ftudied  in  its  public  aéls,  how 
profufely  its  minifters  have  lavifhed  infults  on 
the  French  in  their  public  difpatches,  and  how 
profound  a refpecft  the  fame  minifters,  at  the  very 
fame  time,  exprefled  for  the  government  and  the 
minifters  of  England,  and,  finally,  what  rude  lan- 
guage toward  France,  equally  removed  from  pru- 
dence and  decency,  has  been  held  by  the  imme- 
diate dependants  of  the  government  in  both 
houfes  of  the  legiflature,  we  fhg.ll  acknowledge, 
that  it  is  not  without  appearance  the  American 
government  is  accufed  of  a partiality  for  England, 
which  is  not  the  genuine  refult  of  an  attention 
to  the  interefts  of  the  United  States.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  it  be  recolledted,  that  there  is  a 
neceffity,  or,  at  leaft,  that  there  is  the  habit  in 
politics,  as  well  as  in  private  tranfaftions,  of  fol- 
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lowing  one  falfe  ftep  by  another  ftill  more  errone- 
ous, to  avoid  an  acknowledgment  of  miftake, 
and,  ftill  more,  the  giving  an  advantage  to  the 
oppofite  party — if  we  take  into  the  account  that 
Mr.  Pickering,  the  American  fecretary  of  ftate, 
who  was  the  author  of  the  difpatches  I have  al- 
luded to,  and  the  principal  aftor  in  the  fcçne, 
did  not  acquire  his  fituation  (for  which  no  intel- 
ligent perfon  of  his  party  deemed  him  qualified, 
either  by  his  talents,  or  his  political  experience) 
but  in  confequence  of  its  being  -refilled  by  a more 
able  man,  to  whom  it  had  been  offered  by  Mr. 
Wafhington,  at  that  time  prefident,  and  that 
the  difficulty  of  finding  another  perfon  to  fill  the 
office  is  as  great  now  as  it  was  then  (for  the  offices 
of  government  are  in  little  requeft  in  America, 
which  is  uiiqueftionably  a misfortune,  if  it  be 
not  a vice  proceeding  from  the  conftitution),  and 
that  the  machinations  of  a party  are  employed 
in  making  the  difficulty  of  finding  Mr.  Pickering 
a fucceffor,  appear  greater  than  it  really  is — if  we 
call  to  mind  the  reafonablc  difcontent  of  the 
American  merchants  at  the  piracies  committed 
on  their  property  by  the  privateers  and  the  go- 
vernments of  the  French  iilands,  and  the  general 
indignation  of  the  people,  although  not  imme- 
diately affeâed  by  thefe  acls  of  piracy,  we  fhall 
perhaps  give  another  interpretation  to  the  pre- 
ference 
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ference  which  is  given  to  England,  than  that  of 
a determination  to  fubjugate  the  American  liâtes 
to  Englifh  influence;  ameafurethat  would  meet 
with  the  moll  active  oppofltion  among  the  fe- 
derali/is  thcmfelves,  and  which  never  can  be  car- 
ried into  effeél,  unie  is  France  becomes  an  un- 
natural accomplice  in  the  fcheme  by  adls  toward 
America  contrary  to  her  intereft,  her  jullice,  and 
the  greatnels  of  her  character. 

As  to  a party  conflfting  of  adherents  of  France, 
it  can  with  lefs  truth  be  faid  to  exilt  in  the  United 
States  than  a party  devoted  to  England.  I con- 
fider  it  to  be  a natural  thing,  that  men  who  have 
uniformly  endeavoured  to  give  a republican  ten- 
dency to  the  American  conftitution  fliould  look 
up  to  the  prefent  conftitution  of  France  as  af- 
fording aid  to  their  prétendions  ; but  1 am  per- 
fuaded  the  anti  federalifts  entertain  no  deligns 
derogatory  to  the  independence  and  interefts  of 
the  liâtes.  When  the  governing  party  affedl  to 
forget  the  fervices  rendered  by  France  to  Ame- 
rica, and  boaft  of  it  as  part  of  their  political  lyf- 
tern,  it  is  not  furprifmg  that  their  opponents 
more  warmly  cherifti  the  remembrance  of  tbofc 
fervices,  and  of  the  calamities  infl idled  by  Eng- 
land, which  latter  feem  to  be  forgotten  by  the 
government.  The  members  of  the  legiflature, 
who  form  the  oppofltion,  betray  no  criminal  at- 
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tachment  to  France;  nor  exhibit  any  figns  of 
voting  through  the  influence  of  the  French  goT 
Vernment  ; nor  have  the  appearance,  in  any  re- 
iped,  of  looking  toward  France  with  any  other 
feelings  than  thofe  that  naturally  fpring  from  the 
interefl  the  United  States  have  in  an  alliance, 
with  her-^-chiefiy  to  balance  the  Engiifh  influ- 
ence, which  they  imagine  they  have  too  much 
reafon  to  fear.  1 am  ftill  perfuaded  lam  war- 
ranted in  {fating,  that  there  is  really  in  America 
lefs  of  what  may  be  called  a French  party  than 
an  Engiifh  one.  I do  not  know  whether  it  is  tQ 
be  attributed  to  the  mifcondud  of  France,  or  to 
the  want  of  addrefs  in  her  old  or  her  new  go- 
vernment, or  to  an  indifference  to  the  gaining  a 
party  here,  but  it  is  certain  the  French  have  no 
party  in  this  country.  Whoever  will  give  him- 
felf  the  trouble  to  look  fteadily  at  the  politics  of 
the  country,  will  be  convinced  with  me  that  this 
is  fad:. 

I am  far  from  considering  this  as  a fubjed  of 
complaint  ; and  I fliould  be  glad  that  it  could  be 
aferibed  to  the  wifdom  of  the  French  govern- 
ment. The  objed  of  a government  that  forms 
a party  in  a foreign  nation,  is  to  influence  its 
public  ads,  and  to  controul  it  by  intrigue.  The 
objed  is  as  deftitute  of  juftice  as  of  magnanimity  ; 
it  undermines  the  independence  of  the  foreign 
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it  ate,  and  the  rights  of  nations  ; and  its  means 
are  of  the  moft  odious  nature,  being  no  other 
than  the  fowing  of  corruption  and  domeftic  dif- 
feniions  in  the  country.  Where  fuch  purpofes 
can  be  obtained,  by  fuch  means,  deteftable  as  one 
an  the  other  are,  the  fuccefs  can  be  but  tem- 
p ary.  They  are  foon  countermined  by  the  ufe 
of  the  fame  means  by  the  rival  nation  ; and  the 
only  certain  effedt  they  leave  behind  is  the  de-- 
pravity  and  confequent  misfortunes  of  the  people 
among  whom  they  are  praétifed.  Although  I 
hazard  the  difgrace  of  being  deemed  romantic 
in  my  fentiments  on  this  fubjecft,  I am  not  the 
lefs  willing  to  declare,  that  1 confider  generality, 
good  faith,  and  found  morals  as  the  means  of  fuc- 
cefs the  moft  efficacious  and  eaiily  applied,  in 
politics  as  well  as  in  private  condudl.  How 
much  is  the  power  of  a nation  augmented,  in  the 
character  it  acquires,  that  demands  nothing  that 
is  not  juft,  and  that  gives  in  its  treaties  with 
other  nations  even  more  than  is  demanded.  The 
intrigues  of  a rival  nation  with  any  of  its  allies 
will  be  more  readily  and  perfectly  defeated  by  a 
frank  and  plain  condu<ft,  than  by  an  imitation 
of  thofe  intrigues,  w7hich,  in  truth,  places  the 
nation  that  employs  them  in  a ftate  of  real  hof- 
tility  with  that  to  whom  it  is  even  then,  by  its 
minifters,  making  profeffions  of  friendfhip.  The 
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reputation  and  importance  of  moft  cabinets,  and 
moil  ambafladors,  no  doubt,  would  be  infinitely 
reduced,  if  they  were  compelled  to  renounce 
their  intrigues , but  the  interefts  of  ftates,  and 
the  happinefs  of  the  people  would  as  certainly 
be  greatly  increafed  ; and  it  is  a matter  that  I can 
not  queftion,  that,  if  a regard  to  integrity  is  in- 
capable of  working  a revolution  in  the  policy  of 
cabinets,  fuch  a revolution  will  inevitably  be 
brought  about  by  the  natural  progrefs  of  know- 
ledge, which  cannot  fail  to  prove  its  utility. 

Although  the  elections  for  offices  in  the  fede- 
ral government,  and  thofe  in  the  feveral  ftates, 
are  under  the  influence  of  party,  my  reader  muft 
not  conclude  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  univerfally  range  themfelves  on  the  fide 
of  one  or  other  of  the  parties.  Many  are  igno- 
rant of  their  motives  and  objedts  ; and  a great 
number  of  others  regard  them  with  indifference, 
having  no  other  intention  than  to  return  the 
candidate  moft  proper  for  the  office,  and  permit- 
ting themfelves  to  be  diredied  in  their  votes  by 
fuch  as  they  deem  to  be  better  informed  on  the 
fubjedt  than  themfelves.  The  fecurity  of  li- 
berty, the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  prefervation  of  the  prefent  form  of  go-% 
vernment,  are  the  objedts  of  their  attachment  ; 
and,  in  general,  they  live  in  the  pleafmg  per- 
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fuafion  that  there  can  be  no  other  fentiment  in 
public  affairs. 

A painful  recollection  of  the  calamities  in- 
flicted by  England,  during  their  ftruggles  for  in- 
dependence, and  a grateful  remembrance  of  the 
fervices  rendered  them  by  France  at  the  fame 
period,  are  the  common  fentiments  of  the  coun- 
try ; and  the  partiality  for  France  is,  no  doubt, 
increafed  by  the  reflection  that  file  contends  for 
liberty  with  the  enemy  that  oppofed  their  inde- 
pendence; and  by  a perfuafion  that  it  was  in 
America  that  France  was  firft  taught  to  love  li- 
berty. This  preference,  however,  for  the  inte- 
rdis of  France  is  by  no  means  fo  obftinate  as  not 
to  give  way  to  a conviction,  where  it  is  excited, 
that  France  has  defigns  upon  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  ; and  it  is  by  engendering 
fulpicions  of  that  nature,  that  the  party  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  French  interefts,  and  their  writers, 
have  endeavoured  for  a year  pail  to  lhake  the 
attachment  of  the  people  to  the  French  caufe. 
To  this  end  calumnies  on  the  French  govern- 
ment, and  falfe  and  infidious  conftruClions  of 
their  conduct,  have  been  induftrioufly  fpread 
through  America. 

-Whatever  has  come  within  my  own  obferva- 
tion,  or  I have  gathered  from  others,  convinces 
me  that  I have  given  a faithful  picture  of  the  mafs 
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of  the  inhabitants  of  the  American  States,  and  I 
cannot  imagine  that  it  will  be  faid—that  an  af- 
fectionate remembrance  of  the  fhare  which  France 
had  in  the  cflablifhment  pf  American  independ- 
ence, and  the  refolution  not  to  fuffer  herfelf  to 
make  the  fiightefl  breach  in  that  great  work, 
created  as  it  was  with  fuch  inamenfe  cofl,  are, 
either  one  or  the  other,  fentimepts  difçreditable 
to  the  American  people. 

HEW  STATES  FORMED  SINCE  THE  ADOPTION 
OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

At  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  new 
conflitution  in  1 7&7>  and  thefirft  fittings  of  the 
new  congrefs  in  1 789,  the  Union  confifled  of  no 
more  than  thirteen  fiâtes  ; but,  fmce  that  period, 
three  have  been  added  in  the  manner  prefcribeci 
in  fuch  cafes  by  the  conflitution.  Kentucky, 
which  was  a diflridt  dependent  on  the  State  of 
Virginia,  was  raifed  into  a flate  by  an  aél  of  con- 
grefs, of  the  4th  of  February  1 7 Q 1 ; and  Ver- 
mont, which  was  a part  of  New  Hampfhire,  was 
erected  into  a flate  on  the  18th  of  June  in  the 
fame  year;  and,  on  the  lfl  of  June  1/QÔ,  Ten- 
neffee,  formerly  part  of  North  Carolina,  and  after 
the  acceptance  of  the  conflitution  voluntarily 
ceded  by  that  flate  to  the  Union,  under  the  name 
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of  T/ztf  Government  of  the  Territories  on  the  South 
cf  the  Ohio,  was  alfo  declared  an  independent 
ft  ate. 

The  proyince  of  Maine,  part  of  the  State  of 
Maflachufetts,  has  demanded  to  be  ereded  into 
a feparate  Hate  ; and  will  probably  be  declared 
fuch  in  the  firft  or  fécond  feffion  of  the  next  con- 
grefs,  and  it  is  to  be  expelled  that  the  Union,  if 
it  preferves  its  independence,  will  at  length  con- 
lift  of  a greater  number  of  Hates  than  at  prefent, 
by  portions  of  territory  being  difmembered  from 
the  Hates  of  the  greateft  extent,  and  erefted  into 
independent  liâtes. 

Belides  the  fixteen  Hates  which  at  prefent  form 
the  Union,  there  is  an  immenfe  trad:  of  land, 
bearing  the  name  of  TheTerritory  on  the  North- 
Weft  of  the  Ohio,  which  is  attached  as  a diftrid  to 
the  fovereignty  of  the  Union,  and  is  under  the 
immediate  jurifdidion  of  the  congrefs.  The  ad: 
which  formed  this  territory  into  a diftrid:  under 
the  old  congrefs,  on  the  lft  of  July  1787,  was 
afterwards  modified  by  the  new  conflitution. 
A governor,  a fecretary,  and  three  judges,  ap- 
pointed by  the  prefident  of  the  United  States,  the 
firft  for  three  years  and  the  others  for  four,  com- 
pofe  the  provilional  government  of  this  territory  ; 
which,  although  it  includes  more  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  of  acres,  contains  only 
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four  thousand'  white  people.  The  Indians  form 
the  greater  part  of  its  population  ; but  even  their 
numbers  are  not  great.  By  a law  of  the  old  con- 
grefs,  of  the  13th  of  July  1787,  this  territory  was 
author ifed  to  chufe  a legiflative  aiTembly  when 
its  population  of  white  people  fhould  amount  to 
fifty  thoufand.  The  fame  law  included  other  li- 
beral regulations,  affociating  the  Territory  on  the 
North - Weft  of  the  Ohio  with  the  reft  of  America 
in  the  rights  granted  by  the  eonftitution.  It  alfo 
enjoined  the  inhabitants  to  obferve  a juft  and 
friendly  conduct  towards  the  Indians.  It  prohi- 
bited the  purchafe  of  lands  from  the  Indians  by 
individuals  without  the  exprefs  authority  of  con- 
grefs  ; and  declared  that  this  territory  fhould  bear 
its  fhare  in  the  expences  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, and  in  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
Union. 

ELECTION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT,  AND  THE  VXCfe- 
PR  ES  ID  ENT,  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  election  of  the  prelident  of  the  United 
States  being  a fubjedl  of  the  moft  weighty  im- 
portance in  this  country,  and  it  having  happened 
that  I was  in  America  when  an  election  to  that 
high  office  took  place,  I am  perfuaded  there  are 
many  details  relative  to  the  fubjeft  that  will  be 
given  here  with  advantage. 
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The  conftitution,  in  the  article  on  the  execu- 
tive power,  having  determined  the  ^condition’s 
required  lor  the  office  of  prefident,  and  the  ex- 
tent and  duration  of  its  powers,  enjoins  the  mode 
of  election  to  the  refpeftive  offices  of  prefident 
and  vice- prefident  ; but  I will  not  again  cite  the 
text,  which  will  be  found  in  the  firft  fedtion  of 
the  fécond  article  of  the  conftitution. 

On  the  13th  of  September  1/88,  the  old  con- 
grefs,  having  received  the  ratification  of  the  con- 
ftitution from  eleven  fiâtes,  and  the  other  forms 
preferibed  for  its  ratification  being  complied  with, 
declared  the  conftitution  to  be  in  force.  It  ap- 
pointed the  firft  Wednesday  of  the  following 
January,  for  the  choofing  the  eledlors  in  the  dif- 
ferent liâtes  that  had  ratified  the  conftitution, 
which  electors  were  to  nominate  the  prefident  ; 
and  the  firft  Wednefday  in  the  February  follow- 
ing, for  the  afiembling  of  the  electors  in  the  fe- 
vcral  fiâtes,  to  chufe  the  prefident  ; and  the  firft 
Wednefday  of  March,  for  the  affembling  of  the 
new  congrefs  at  New  York,  (at  that  time  the  feat 
of  the  government),  when  the  feveral  branches 
of  the  government  were  to  commence  their  pro- 
ceedings under  the  new  conftitution. 

George  Wafhington  was  elcdled  prefident,  oil 
the  firft  Wednefday  in  February  17SQ  ; and  en- 
tered on  the  exercife  of  his  functions,  with  the 
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other  authorities,  on  the  firft  Wednefday  of  the 
following  March*  He  had  been  prefident  of  the 
convention;  his  name  had  refounded  in  every 
part  of  America  ; the  gratitude  and  veneration 
of  the  public  were  not  only  his  due,  but  eagerly 
accorded  to  him  ; and  his  election  was  without  a 
diflenting  voice*  John  Adams  was  at  the  fame 
time  elected  vice-prefident. 

The  conftitution,  in  furnifhing  the  legiflature 
with  a general  rule  for  the  election  of  prefident 
and  vice-prefident,  had  not  provided  for  every 
kind  of  vacancy  that  might  occur,  but  had  com- 
mitted that  talk  to  the  legiflature  ; and  I think 
it  necefiary  to  give  the  law  as  it  exifts  at  prefent 
on  that  fubjeét. 

t 

LAW  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ELECTION  OF  THE 
PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES,  PASSED  IN  CONGRESS  ON 
THE  FIRST  OF  MARCH  1 7Q2,  IN  VIRTUE  OF 
AN  ARTICLE  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Se5l.  lft.  The  cafe  of  the, election  of  prefi- 
dent or  vice-prefident  of  the  United  States  before 
the  ufual  period  of  election,  which  cafe  is  here- 
inafter provided  for,  being  excepted,  the  electors 
for  the  chufing  the  prefident  and  vice-prefident 
fliall  be  named  within  thirty-four  days  immedi- 
ately 
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ately  preceding  the  firft  Wednefday  of  Decem- 
ber, 1 7Q2  ; and  thenceforth,  within  thirty-four 
days  immediately  preceding  the  firft  Wednefday 
of  December  in  the  fourth  year  after  the  laft 
election.  The  faid  electors  fhall  be  equal  in 
number  to  that  of  the  fenators  and  reprefenta- 
tives  in  congrefs,  of  which  the  feveral  ft  ate  s fhall 
have  a right  to  compofc  their  deputation,  at  the 
time  when  the  prefident  and  vice-prefident  to  be 
choftn  {hall  enter  into  office  : provided  that,  if 
the  new  apportioning  of  reprefentatives,  in  virtue 
of  the  new  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants,  fhall 
not  take  place  before  the  period  for  chufing  the 
electors,  then  the  number  of  electors  fhall  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  number  of  fenators  and  repre- 
fentatives of  the  prefent  congrefs. 

Seoi.  2d.  The  electors  fhall  affemble  and  vote 
on  the  firft  Wednefday  of  December,  in  each 
ftate,  at  fuch  place  as  fhall  be  named  by  the 
legiflature  of  the  ftate  ; and  fhall  draw  up  and 
iign  three  certificates  of  their  refpedtive  votes, 
and  lhall  fold  up  and  feal  the  fame  feparately, 
and  fhall  indorfe  upon  the  cover  of  each  packet  a 
declaration,  that  it  contains  a lift  of  the  votes  of 
the  ftate  for  the  prefident  and  vice-prefident; 
and  every  elector,  or  the  majority  of  electors,  lhall 
appoint  by  ballot  the  perfon  to  whom  they  will 
entruft  one  of  the  faid  certificates,  to  be  by  him 
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conveyed  to  the  prefldent  of  the  fenate,  at  the 
place  of  refidence  of  the.  government,  before  the 
firft  Wednefday  of  the  January  following  ; and 
fhall  addrefs  another  of  the  faid  certificates,  by 
the  poft,  to  the  prefident  of  the  fènate,  at  the 
place  of  refidence  of  the  government  ; and  fihall 
tranfmit  the  third  of  . the  faid  certificates  to'  the 
judge  of  the  diftriét  in  which  their  afiembly  lhall 
beheld. 

8e<3.  3d.  The  executive  power  in  each  ftate 
lhall  caufe  to  be  drawn  up,  and  properly  certified, 
three  lifts  of  the  names  of  the  electors  of  the  . 
ftate,  and  lhall  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  electors 
before  the  firft  Wednefday  of  December;  and 
the  electors  lhall  add  one  of  the  faid  lifts  to  each 
of  the  before-mentioned  lifts  of  their  votes. 

Seâf.  4th.  In  the  cafe  of  a lift  of  the  votes  of 
a ftate  not  arriving  at  the  place  of  refidence  of 
the  government  on  the  firft  Wednefday  in  Ja- 
nuary, the  fecretary  of  ftate  lhall  difpatch  an  ex- 
prefs  to  the  judge  of  the  diftriél  of  fuch  ftate,  in 
whofe  hands  the  third  certificate  lhall  have  been 
depofited,  who  lhall  tranfmit  it  by  the  fame 
meflenger  to  the  place  of  refidence  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

■Seâî.  5 th.  The  congrels  lhall  commence  its 
fittings  on  the  fécond  Wednefday  of  February, 

1 7Q3  ; and  thenceforth,  on  the  fécond  Wednefday 
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of  the  February  following  each  aflembly  of  elec- 
tors ; and  the  certificates,  or  as  many  of  them  as 
fliall  have  arrived,  fhall  be  opened,  the  votes 
counted,  and  names  of  the  perfons  eleded  to  fill 
the  offices  of  prefident  and  vice-prefident  de- 
clared and  proclaimed,  according  to  the  forms 
of  the  conftitution. 

Seâi.  6th.  In  the  cafe  of  the  prefident  of  the 
fenate  not  being  prefent  at  the  place  of  refidence 
of  the  government,  on  the  arrival  of  perfons 
charged  with  the  lifts  of  the  votes  of  the  de  dors, 
fuch  perfon  fliall  deliver  the  lifts  to  the  fecretary 
of  ftate,  who  fliall  carefully  preferve  them,  and 
remit  them  as  foon  as  poffible  to  the  prefident  of 
the  fenate* 

Seâi.  7th*  The  perfons  appointed  by  the  elec- 
tors to  convey  the  lifts  to  the  prefident  of  the 
fenate,  fliall  receive,  at  the  time  of  delivering  the 
faid  lifts,  fifteen  pence  per  mile  for  the  dift'ance, 
by  the  high  road,  from  the  place  of  eledion  to 
the  refidence  of  the  government. 

Seâi.  8th.  If  any  perfon,  being  appointed  to 
convey  the  votes  of  the  eledors  to  the  prefident 
of  the  fenate,  and  having  accepted  that  truft^ 
fhall  negled  to  difcharge  the  fame,  he  fliall  incur 
a penalty  of  one  thoufand  dollars. 

Seâi.  Qth.  In  the  cafe  of  the  removal,  death, 
refignation,  or  incapacity  to  fill  his  office,  of  the 
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prefident  or  vice-prefident,  the  provifional  prefi- 
dent  of  the  fenate,  or,  where  no  fuch  officer  has 
been  appointed,  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives,  fhall  fulfil  the  duties  of  prefident 
of  the  United  States,  or  vice-prefident,  until  the 
prefident  or  vice- prefident  fhall  refume  his  func- 
tions, or  a new  election  fhall  take  place. 

Seâï.  10th.  When  the  offices  of  prefident  and 
vice-prefident  fhall  become  vacant  at  the  fame 
time,  the  fecretary  of  ftate  fhall  give  notice  of 
the  fame  to  the  executive  power  of  each  ftate  ; 
and  fhall  publifh  the  faid  notice  in  one  gazette  at 
leaft  of  each  ftate,  in  which  it  fhall  be  declared 
that  the  electors  for  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States  'will  be  appointed  or  chofen  in  the  feveral 
ftates,  within  the  thirty-four  days  immediately 
preceding  the  firft  Wednefday  of  the  month  of 
December  following,  provided  a fpace  of  two 
months  fhall  intervene  between  the  date  of  fuch 
notice,  and  the  firft  Wednefday  of  the  Decem- 
ber following  ; but  when  the  faid  fpace  of  time 
fhall  not  fo  intervene,  or  if  the  term  for  which 
the  late  prefident  and  vice-prefident  were  elected 
does  not  expire  on  the  third  day  of  March  fol- 
lowing, then  the  fecretary  of  ftate  fnall  declare 
in  fuch  notice  that  the  eledors  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed or  chofen  within  the  thirty-four  days 
immediately  preceding  the  -firft  Wednefday  of 

December 
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December  in  the  following  year  ; and  the  eleftors 
fhall  be  appointed  accordingly,  and  lhall  proceed 
as  is  provided  in  this  aft. 

Seâî.  llth.  The  only  evidence  that  lhall  be 
required  of  the  refufal  to  accept  the  office  of 
president  or  vice  -prefident,  or  refignation  of  either 
of  the  faid  offices,  fhall  be  a declaration  in  writing 
to  that  effeft,  ligned  by  the  perfqn  refufing  to 
accept  or  religning  fuch  office,  which  lhall  be 
tranfmitted  to  and  depofited  in  the  office  of  the 
fecretarv  of  Hate. 

j 

Seff.  12th.  The  term  for  which  the  prefident 
and  vice-prelident  fhall  be  chofen  fhall  be  four 
years  ; commencing,  in  all  cafes,  on  the  4th  of 
March  following  the  day  of  the  eleftiôn. 

By  the  provifions  of  this  law,  as  well  as  thole 
of  the  confhitution,  the  power  of  declaring  the 
manner  of  nominating  the  eleftors  who  were  to 
choofe  the  prefident  and  vice-prefident,  was  left 
to  the  legillatures  of  the  feveral  liâtes  ; and  the 
refult  was>  that  a uniform  mode  was  not  adopted. 
In  fome  of  the  Hates  the  people  were  left  to  no- 
minate the  electors,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they 
voted  for  other  offices  ; in  others,  that  power 
was  confided  to  the  legillatures  themfelves.  The 
following  is  a ftatement  ffiewing  which  of  thefe 
modes  wras  adopted  by  each  Hate  refpeftively. 
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States  in  which  the  Eledlors  for  the  Prejident  and 
Vice-prejident  of  the  United  States  are  named 
fry  the  People . 

Maffachufetts. 

Pennfylvania, 

Virginia. 

Tenneffee. 

States  in  which  the  Eleffiors  for  the  Prejident  and 
Vice-prefdent  of  the  United  States  are  named  by 
the  Legijl attire. 

Vermont. 

New  Hampfhire. 

Connecticut. 

Rhode  Illand. 

New  York. 

It  is  certainly  a circumftance  at  which  one 
can  fcarcely  exprefs  too  much  furprife,  that  a 
public  aCt,  including  an  intereft  fo  weighty  and 
general  as  that  of  the  choice  of  prefident,  fhauld 
not  be  conducted  on  uniform  principles  through- 
out the  Rates  ; and  that  the  privilege  of  nomi- 
nating the  electors  Ihould  not  univerfally  refide 
in  the  people.  The  advocates  for  its  refiding  in 
the  legiflaturcs  contend,  that  the  legiflatures,  be- 


Delaware. 

New  Jerfey. 
Maryland. 
North  Carolina. 


Kentucky. 
South  Carolina. 
Georgia. 
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ii>g  chofen  by  the  people,  and  for  a Ihort  period, 
their  nomination  of  electors  is,  in  fa£t,  that  of 
the  people  ; and  that  the  nomination  of  electors 
being  always  at  a Hated  period,  the  people,  when 
they  choofe  the  legillature,  have  it  before  their 
eyes  that  it  has  the  electors  to  name,  and  there- 
fore are  called  to  vote  for  fuch  members  as  they 
imagine  may  be  entrufted  with  that  function. 
Their  opponents  maintain,  that  the  election  of 
the  prefident  and  vice-prefident  by  the  people, 
in  an  immediate  and  direél  manner,  is  an  in- 
alienable right,  and  which  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  conftitution  to  ratify  ; that  the  conftitution, 
in  leaving  it  to  the  federal  legiilatures  to  declare 
the  manner  of  nominating  the  electors,  had  in 
view  only  the  place  and  time  of  their  affembling, 
and  never  meant  to  intrench  upon  one  of  the 
moft  facred  rights  of  the  people  ; and  that,  al- 
though the  legiilatures  are  chofen  for  a Ihort  pe- 
riod, and  the  time  of  nominating  the  ele&ors  is 
fixed,  fo  that  the  people  may  always,  in  their 
choice  of  the  members  of  the  legillature,  keen 
in  mind  that  particular  truft,  yet  the  functions 
of  legillator  and  of  elector  are  fo  abfolutely  dif- 
tinft,  that  the  man  who  is  the  moft  proper  for 
one  may  be  extremely  unfit  for  the  other. 

Mr.  Wafhington  was  a fécond  time  chofen 
prefident  of  the  United  States,  on  the  firft  Wed- 
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nefday  in  December  1792,  but  not  unanimoufiy., 
as  in  the  former  inftance,  an  oppofition  already 
beginning  to  fiiew  itfelf  in  the  Union.  He  had, 
however,  a majority,  which  was  the  greater, 
becaufe  many  of  thofe  in  oppofition  perceiving 
that  he  would  be  chofen  in  defpite  of  their  ef- 
forts, did  not  declare  openly  agam.fi;  him,„  while 
fome  of  that  party  even  gave  him  their  vote. 
John  Adams  was  again  elected  vice-prefident, 
with  a majority  that  greatly  exceeded  the  votes 
of  any  of  the  other  candidates. 

In  the  month  of  October  1 7fi6,  Mr.  Wafh- 
ington  publicly  declared  his  refolution  of  retiring, 
on  account  of  infirmities  of  age,  and  requefted 
his  friends  and  adherents  not  to  nominate  him. 

The  fcrutiny  for  prefident  and  vice-prefident 
was  made  in  a fitting  held  for  that  purpofe,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  law.  The  fenate 
having  come  down  to  the  chamber  occupied  by 
the  reprefentatives,  took  their  feats  on  the  right, 
as  is  the  cuftom  when  the  two  houfes  unite  for 
particular  objedls.  The  vice-prefident,  aéting  in 
his  capacity  of  prefident  of  the  fenate,  was  featcd 
in  a chair  on  the  right  of  that  occupied  by  the 
fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  The 
chairs  of  the  prefident  of  fhe  fenate,  and  the 
fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  flood  upon 
a platform,  elevated  for  the  purpofe.  One  com- 
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miflioner,  appointed  by  the  fenate,  and  two  by 
the  other  houfe,  fat  at  a table  at  the  foot  of  the 
platform  ; and  the  fe  ere  taries  of  the  two  houfes 
were  refpe&ively  placed  at  tables  that  of  the  fe- 
nate on  the  right,  and  the  other  on  the  left  of 
the  platform,  and  immediately  below  it.  The 
lecretary  of  the  fenate  having  read  the  law  re- 
gulating the  mode  of  opening  the  ferutiny,  and 
the  inftruments  of  the  two  houfes  refpeétivelÿ 
appointing  the  commiffioners,  the  vice-prefident 
fiiccefiively  drew  from  two  boxes,  which  flood 
before  him,  the  votes  from  the  feveral  fiâtes  for 
the  nomination  of  prefident  and  vice-prefident  of 
the  United  States.  The  votes,  together  with 
papers  relative  to  the  eleâion,  were  fealed  up  in 
a packet  from  each  ftate,  agreeable  to  the  law  of 
the  ifi  of  March,  1 7Q2.  The  vice-prefident, 
having  broken  the  feals,  read  the  general  return 
of  the  election  of  each  ftate,  certifying  its  va- 
lidity ; after  which,  the  fecretary  of  the  fenate 
declared  the  feveral  votes  of  the  electors,  and  read 
their  feveral  fignatures.  All  the  papers  were 
then,  by  order  of  the  vice-prefident,  handed  to 
the  commiflioners,  who  mutually  examined  and 
checked  the  whole,  and  fcverally  made  entries  of 
the  votes  for  each  candidate..  Mr.  Sedgwick, 
the  commiffioner  of  the  fenate,  having  compared 
• Â a 4 and 
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and  checked  his  lift  with  thofe  of  Mr.  Sit-, 
greave  and  Mr.  Parker,  the  commiffioners 
of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  read  aloud  the 
general  fummary  of  the  returns,  in  the  order  in 
which  the  feveral  packets  had  been  opened  by 
the  prefident.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the 
fummary. 


Names 
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Names  of  the 
States. 

John  Adams 

| Pinckney 

Jefferfon 

Burr 

Sam.  Adams 

Patrick  Henry 

C-H 

Clinton 

G.  Wafhington 

J.  Johnfon 

[ H.  Elfeworth 

New  Hampfhire 

6 

Ô 

Maffachufetts 

1Ô 

13 

2 

1 

Rhode  Illand 

4 

4 

Connecticut 

9 

4 

5 

Vermont 

4 

4 

New  York 

12 

12 

New’  Jerfey 

/ 

7 

Pennfylvania 

1 

2 

14 

13 

Delaware 

3 

3 

Maryland 

7 

4 

4 

3 

2 

Virginia 

i 

1 

20 

1 

15 

3 

1 

Kentucky 

4 

4 

Teneffee 

3 

3 

North  Carolina 

i 

1 

1 1 

6 

1 

South  Carolina 

8 

8 

Georgia 

4 

4 

Total 

171*69 

68 

30 

15 

2 

5 

l / 

* 2 

2 

11 

A 


The 


3Ô2 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


The  vice-prefident  then  declared*  that  in  vir- 
tue of  the  conftitution*  the  candidate  having'  the 
greateft  number  of  votes  above  an  abfolute  ma- 
jority of  the  electors,  was  the  perfon  appointed  to 
be  prefident  ; and  that  the  total  number  of  elec- 
tors being  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine*  the  can- 
didate having  feventy-one  votes  was  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  duly  ele&ed. 

As  the  choice  fell  upon  himfelf*  and  by  his 
prefent  office  it  became  his  duty  to  proclaim 
himfelf  prefident*  he  betrayed  evident  figns  of 
embarraffment  ; and  did  not  recover  from  his 
agitation  till  after  fome  moments  of  filence  ; 
when  he  declared*  that  John  Adams*  having  fe- 
venty-one  votes*  a number  beyond  an  abfolute 
majority  required  by  the  conftitution*  and  no  can- 
didate having  more  votes*  John  Adams  was 
elected  and  proclaimed  prefident  of  the  United 
States  for  four  years — and  that  Thomas  Jefferfon* 
having  fixty-eight  votes*  and -no  other  candidate 
having  the  fame  number*  was  elected  and  pro- 
claimed vice-prefident*  for  the  fame  term  of  four 
years.  He  concluded  this  concife  proclamation; 
by  befeeching  the  Almighty  to  favour  and  proteéi 
the  objects  of  the  election. 

The  functions  of  the  new  prefident  were  not 

to  commence  till  the  4th  of  March  ; and  John 

Adams*  in  his  quality  of  vice-prefident*  continued 
- • ■ 

to 
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to  be  prefident  of  the  fenate.  Fifteen  days  after- 
wards, he  requefted  that  houfe  to  name  a provi- 
fional  prefident,  that  he  might  employ  the  inter- 
val in  preparing  for  the  functions  of  his  high 
office. 

The  fecretary  of  ftate,  whofe  duty  it  was  to 
inform  Mr.  Jefferfon  of  his  nomination  to  the 
office  of  vice-prefident,  fent  an  exprefs  to  him  for 
that  purpofe,  and  at  the  fame  time  a duplicate  of 
the  difpatch  by  the  regular  poll.  The  precaution 
turned  out  to  be  neceflary  ; for  the  extraordinary 
meflenger  fell  fo  fuddenly  and  extremely  ill,  at 
the  diftance  of  forty  miles  from  Philadelphia, 
that  he  was  not  even  able  to  declare  the  objedt  of 
his  difpatches  ; and  it  was  by  the  poffc  that  Mr. 
Jefferfon  received  the  account  of  his  nomination. 
Mr.  Jefferfon  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  and  on 
the  4th  of  March  the  new  members  of  the  exe- 
cutive authority  entered  on  their  fundlions. 

The  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  which  by  the 
conftitution  was  diffolved  on  the  3d  of  March  of 
its  fécond  year,  no  longer  exifted.  The  conftitu- 
tion, in  prefcribing  to  the  new  prefident  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  taking  the  oath  before  he  entered  on 
the  exercife  of  his  fundlions,  had  not  declared  at 
what  time,  or  in  what  manner,  or  before  whom 
the  oath  was  to  be  taken.  John  Adams  followed 
the  example  of  his  predecefibr  ; he  repaired  to 
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the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  preceded  fry  the 
fheriffs,  marfhals,  and  other  officers,  and  placed 
himfelf  in  the  chair  occupied  by  the  fpeaker 
during  the  fittings  of  the  houfe.  Such  members 
of  the  fenate  as  remained  in  the  town,  took  their 
ordinary  feats;  the  other  feats  were  filled  wTith 
fpeélators,  among  whom  were  many  ladies.  Mr. 
JefFerfon,  the  new  vice-prefident,  placed  himfelf 
at  the  foot  of  the  platform  on  the  right,  and  the 
late  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  on 
the  left.  In  the  front,  and  round  a table,  were 
four  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  among  whom  wa s Mr . E l s w o r tii, 
the  chief  juftice.  The  galleries  and  tribunes  were 
crowded.  The  foreign  minifters,  although  not 
formally  invited,  attended  without  ceremony, 
and,  with  many  others,  flood  behind  the  plat- 
form. The  prefident,  the  fimpiicity  of  whofe 
drefs  was  not  diftinguilhed  by  any  thing  but  a 
black  cockade  and  a fword,  pronounced  a dif- 
courfe,  in  which  he  declared  his  political  faith  ; 
after  which,  having  defcended  from  the  platform, 
he  repeated,  in  a loud  voice,  the  ufual  oath,  after 
the  chief-juftice,  and  killed  the  book  of  the  evan- 
gelilts,  and  then  returned  to  the  platform.  In  a 
fhort  time  after,  he  retired,' preceded  by  the 
officers  who  accompanied  him  on  his  entrance. 

Nothing* 
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Nothing  can  be  more  fimple  than  the  cere- 
mony of  this  inftallation  ; but  this  very  fimplicity 
has  fomething  in  it  fo  delightful,  fo  noble,  and 
fo  nearly  refembling  the  grandeur  of  antiquity, 
that  it  commands  our  reverence,  and  feizes  upon 
our  worthiefl:  affections.  I fpeak  at  leaft  of  the 
effeCi  it  produced  on  my  feelings.  This  change 
of  the  perfons  exercifing  the  mo  ft  awful  functions 
of  the  ftate,  with  fo  little  pomp,  but  with  fo 
great  folemnity  ; and  which  places  a man  who, 
the  evening  before,  was  among  the  crowd  of 
fnriple  citizens,  at  the  head  of  the  government, 
while  he  who  held  the  firft  office  of  the  ftate 
the  preceding  evening,  is  returned  again  to  the 
elafs  of  fimple  citizens — is  full  of  the  qualities 
that  conftitute  true  greatnefs. 

The  prefence  of  the  late  prefident,  who  mingled 
with  the  other  fpeCtators  of  this  fcene,  added  to 
its  intereft,  and  compleated  the  greatnefs  of  its 
effeCl. 

Mr.  Jefferfon,  having  returned  to  the  chamber 
of  the  fenate,  took  the  oath,  in  prefence  of  the 
members  and  the  fecretary  ; having  firft  pro- 
nounced a fhort  difcourfe,  full  of  talent  and  wif- 
dom,  and  which  received  the  approbation  of  all 
who  did  not  attend  with  a refolution  to  be  diffa- 
tisfied  with  Mr.  Jefterfon’s  conduCt. 
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DEPARTMENTS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  POWER,  IN 

THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

There  are  three  departments  in  the  executive 
government — the  department  of  ftate,  that  of 
finances,  and  that  of  war.  A perfon,  who  bears 
the  title  of  fecretary  of  the  department,  is  at  the 
head  of  each  ; they  aét  under  the  authority  of 
the  prefident,  who  may  avail  himfelf  of  their 
councils  when  he  thinks^  proper,  but  is  not  com- 
pelled to  do  fo. 

An  attorney-general  of  the  United  States  is  at- 
tached to  the  executive  government  ; whofe  func- 
tions are,  to  profecute  in  the  fupreme  court  of 
the  States,  all  fuits  in  which  the  government  of 
the  Union  is  interefted,  and  to  give  his  opinion 
on  matters  relative  to  law  to  the  prefident,  w7hen 
he  demands  it  ; and  to  the  heads  of  the  feveral 
departments,  in  law  matters  concerning  the  de- 
partment, when  it  is  required  of  him.  Laws 
that  have  paffed  fmce  the  creation  of  the  office 
of  attorney-general  of  the  United  States,  have 
appointed  the  perfon  who  fills  that,  office,  one  of 
the  commiffioners  of  the  finking  fund,  and  for 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt. 

He  is  permitted,  in  common  with  the  attor- 
nies-general  of  the  feveral  ftates,  to  purfue  his 
profeffion  in  the  affairs  of  individuals. 

JUDICATURE, 
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JUDICATURE. 

The  judicature  of  the  United  States  is  com- 
pofed  of  courts  of  didrid,  courts  of  circuit,  and 
a fupreme  court;  and  thefe  have  exclufive  jurif- 
didion of  all  fuits  that  affed  the  interefts  of  the 
Union.  The  courts  of  diftrid  are  held  in  every 
ftate  four  times  a year,  by  a judge  appointed  by 
the  general  government,  and  redding  for  that 
purpofe  in  the  ftate.  They  take  cognizance  of 
crimes  and  offences  again!):  the  general  laws  of 
the  Union,  committed  within  the  diftrid,  or  on 
the  fea  within  its  jurifdidion,  when  the  penalty 
does  not  exceed  thirty  ftripes\vith  a whip,  or 
the  payment  of  a hundred  dollars  ; and  of  all 
caufes  belonging  to  the  admiralty,  including  fei- 
zures  made  in  purfuance  of  the  laws  of  the  gene- 
ral government  relative  to  imports,  commerce, 
or  navigation,  when  fuch  feizures  are  made  with- 
in their  jurifdidion.  They  have  alfo  cognizance, 
in  conjundion  with  the  courts  of  the  particular 
ftate,  and  the  courts  of  circuit,  of  caufes  in  which 
foreigners  complain  of  wrongs  done  in  violation 
of  the  law  of  nations,  or  in  violation  of  any  treaty 
of  the  United  States;  and  of  all  caufes  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  common  law,  in  which  the  ge- 
neral government  is  the  plaintiff,  and  when  the 
objeds  in  difpute  do  not  exceed  the  value  of  a 
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hundred  dollars.  The  courts  of  diflrid;  havd 
alfo  exclulive  cognizance  of  fuits  againH  confute 
and  vice-confuls.  All  caufes  determined  by  the 
courts  of  diffriét,  except  thofe  concerning  the 
admiralty,  are  tried  by  jury. 

The  courts  of  circuit  are  held  by  a judge  of 
the  fupreme  court,  and  judges  of  the  diflriff. 
The  United  States  are  divided  into  three  circuits; 
the  eaflern  circuit,  comprifmg  the  liâtes  on  the 
eall,  extending  to,  but  exclulive  of  New  York  ; 
the  midland  circuit,  compriling  the  Hates  of 
New  York,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia  ; and  the  fouthern  circuit, 
comprifmg  the  Hates  to  the  fouth  of  Virginia. 
Courts  of  circuit  are  held  twice  a year  in  each 
Hate  : they  have  cognizance,  in  conjunction  with 
the  courts  of  the  different  Hates,  of  all  civil  caufes, 
where  the  matter  in  difpute  amounts  to  the  value 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  independent  of  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  fuit,  and  in  whiph  the  Union  is 
interefied,  or  a foreigner  is  a party,  or  the  dif- 
pute is  between  citizens  of  different  Hates  ; and 
an  exclufive  cognizance  of  all  criminal  matters 
committed  againff  the  Union.  They  are  alfo 
courts  of  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  courts 
of  diffriCl. 

The  fupreme  court  of  the  Union  is  compofed 
of  a chief-juffice,  and  five  judges,  which  latter 
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have  rank  among  themfelves/  according  to  the 
dates  of  their  appointment  ; it  holds  its  fittings- 
twice  a year,  at  the  place  which  is  the  feat  of  the 
government  ; it  has  exclufive  jurisdiction  over  all 
civil  caufes  where  any  one  of  the  dates  is  a party, 
except  where  the  adverfe  party  is  a citizen  of 
the  fame  date  ; and  over  all  fuits  indituted  againd 
foreign  ambaffadors  or  envoys,  or  their  domedics,  ' 
confidently  with  the  law  of  nations.  Its  juris- 
diction extends  alfo,  but  not  exclufively*  to  fuits 
in  which  an  ambaffador  or  other  foreign  minider 
is  plaintiff,  or  in  which  confuls  or  vice-confuls 
are  intereded.  It  is  a general  court  of  appeal 
from  the  judgment  of  the  courts  of  circuit,  or  of 
the  different  tribunals  of  the  feveral  ftates. 

All  the  federal  courts  have  authority  to  make 
rules  to  regulate  proceedings  before  them,  and 
to  adminider  oaths. 

The  attorney-general  of  the  United  States, 
who  mull:  refide  at  the  feat  of  government,  con- 
ducts the  caufes  of  the  government  in  the  fu- 
preme  court  ; and  a counfel  appointed  by  the  ge- 
neral government  refides  in  each  ftate  or  didriCt, 
to  conduét  in  the  courts  of  didriCt  and  courts  of 
circuit  criminal  and  civil  caufes  on  behalf  of  the 
government. 

The  di  dance  of  the  dates  of  Kentucky  and 
Tenneflec,  and  of  the  province  of  Maine,  from 
Vol.  IV.  B b the 
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the  feat  of  the  federal  government,  making  it  in- 
convenient to  hold  courts  of  circuit  in  them, 
their  courts  of  diftrift  are  authorifed  to  exercife 
the  jurifdiftion  belonging  to  the  courts  of  circuit, 
except  in  cafes  of  appeal,  which  are  carried  be- 
fore the  fupreme  federal  court.  The  fame  au- 
thority is  given  to  the  courts  of  diftriét  in  the 
territories  of  the  north- weft,  which  as  yet  are  not 
formed  into  a ftate. 

The  juries  that  ferve  in  the  federal  courts  arc 
chofen  according  to  the  forms  obferved  in  the 
refpedtive  ftates  where  thefe  courts  happen  to  be 
held. 

CRIMINAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 

The  crimes  and  offences  of  which  the  federal 
tribunals  take  cognizance,  are  only  fuch  as  are 
Committee!  againft  the  Union,  or  committed  in 
territories  under  the  immediate  jurifdiélion  of  the 
Union.  In  the  firft  clafs  are— treafons  ; rebel- 
lions ; refufal  to  pay  impofts  enjoined  by  the 
Union  ; fmuggling  ; frauds  committed  by  officers 
of  the  revenue,  in  matters  of  revenue  ; in  'a 
word,  every  offence  againft  laws  paffed  by  the 
congrefs.  In  the  fécond  clafs  are — crimes  and 
offences  committed  on  the  feas,  or  in  forts  or 
arfenals  belonging  to  the  Union;  and,  in  cafe  of 
the  feat  of  government  being  removed  to  Fede- 
ral-city, all  crimes  and  offences,  of  what  nature 
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foever,  committed  in  that  city,  or  in  a diftriét 
furrounding  it  of  ten  miles  fquare. 

The  crime  of  treafon,  as  it  is  defined  by  the 
conftitution  ; wilful  murders,  committed  in  forts, 
arfenals,  &c.  belonging  to  the  Union,  or  com» 
mitted  on  board  of  American  veflels  in  the  open 
feas,  or  in  the  feveral  roads  ; the  treachery  of 
mailers  difpofing  of  veflels  or  cargoes  committed 
to  their  charge,  for  their  own  profit,  or  delivering 
fuch  veflels  to  pirates  ; a confpiracy  of  faiJors  to 
prevent  the  mailer  from  defending  himfelf  againll 
pirates;  piracies  committed  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  under  foreign  colours,  on  the  vef- 
fels  or  cargoes  belonging  to  the  Union,  or  to  ci- 
tizens of  the  Union  ; forging  of  national  fecuri- 
ties;  debafing  of  money  by  officers  of  the  mint, 
or  thefts  committed  by  them  of  gold  or  filver 
coin  from  the  mint  ; theft  of  money  or  notes 
from  letters,  made  by  the  letter-carriers  of  the 
poll  offices  ; and  the  robbery  or  opening  of  the 
mail  on  the  highways,  or  the  robbery  of  them  in 
the  poll  offices,  or  opening  of  them  by  perfons 
not  authorifed— are  crimes  puniffied  with  death. 

Robbery,  and  the  receiving  of  llolen  goods,  are 
punilhed  with  whipping,  which  is  never  to  ex- 
ceed thirty-nine  flripes  ; and  forging  of  bills  of 
lading,  fhip’s  books,  or  regifters,  or  other  fiucli 
documents,  are  punilhed  with  the  pillory,  and 
B b 2 imprifonment 
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imprifonment  not  to  exceed  more  than  three 
years. 

All  other  crimes  and  offences  againft  the  gene- 
ral government,  including  dealings  in  the  Have 
trade,  which  the  laws  of  the  Union  prohibit,  are 
punifhed  by  fines  and  imprifonment  of  various 
degrees. 

Although  the  criminal  jurifprudence  of  the 
Union  cannot  be  charged  with  cruelty,  when 
compared  with  that  of  moft  fiâtes  of  Europe, 
efpecially  England,  one  is  not  the  lefs  furprifed 
to  fee,  in  a code  abounding  with  the  punifhments 
of  whipping,  the  pillory,  and  death,  that  fine  and 
imprifonment  are  the  only  punifhments  for  the 
crimes  of  wilfully  flitting  the  nofes,  tongues,  or 
ears  of  a human  being. 

I cannot  prevail  on  myfelf  to  believe,  that  the 
congrefs  will  not,  ere  it  be  long,  infufe  into  its 
jurifprudence  the  benign  temper  of  the  legiflature 
of  Pennfylvania,  whofe  example  has  been  follow- 
ed by  many  other  of  the  fiâtes.  Independent  of 
the  great  moral  and  political  motives  which  re- 
commend that  condudl  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment, it  muff  at  length  be  moved  by  the  #hard 
and  cruel  contrafl  of  punifhments  infliéled  in 
the  fame  place,  and  for  the  fame  fpecies  of  crime, 
according  as  the  fentence  happens  to  be  paffed 
by  the  tribunals  of  the  federal  government,  or 

thofe 


373 


THE  UNITED  STATES*  CANADA,  &C. 

thofe  of  the  refpeétive  {fates— for  the  fentence  of 
a federal  court  is  executed  in  the  place  where  it 
is  palfed.  This  contrail  is  painful  in  an  un- 
common degree  at  Philadelphia  ; where  the 
Union  having  no  prifon  peculiar  to  itfelf,  crimi- 
nals fentenced  by  the  federal  courts  to  impri- 
fonment  are  confined  in  the  fame  prifon  with 
offenders  fentenced  by  the  courts  of  Pennfyl  vania,  * 
but  are  not  permitted  to  partake  of  the  bene- 
fits of  the  humane  and  falutary  regulations  of 
that  flate  in  its  prifons.  - 

CIVIL  JURISPRUDENCE. 

^ The  laws  of  the  Union  in  civil  matters,  like 
thofe  of  the  feveral  fiâtes,  are  for  the  mofc  part 
the  Englifh  laws,  accompanied  with  all  the  de- 
lays and  intricacies  arifing  from  complicated  and 
difficult  forms.  It  would  be  a great  benefit  con- 

o 

ferred  on  the  American  people,  to  fimplify:  the 
proceedings,  and  even  many  of  the  principles  of 
the  law  ; and  it  is  a reform  fometimes  talked  of, 
but  the  undertaking  is  great  and  difcouraging. 
The  lawyers,  educated  in  the  principles  of  this 
embarraffed  code,  and  accuflomed  to  its  practices, 
would  reluélantly  change  them  lor  others  ; and 
it  is  to  be  fuppofed  the  greater  part  of  them  are 
fo  perfuaded  of  the  fuperior  excellence  of  the 
iyflem,  that  they  would  oppofe  the  introdudiion 
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of  any  other  ; and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
law-fuits,  although  ruinous  to  clients,  are  the 
harveft  of  lawyers.  This  clafs  of  men  compofes 
much  more  than  half  of  the  legiflature  of  the 
Union,  as  well  as  of  the  legiflatures  of  the  different 
fiâtes;  .and  thefe,  I am  afraid,  are  too  powerful 
reafons  to  permit  us  to  hope  for  any  fpeedy  re- 
form in  the  law. 

One  of  the  moil:  remarkable  laws  of  the  Union 
is  that  relative  to  flavery  ; but  it  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  fpringing  from  principles  of  policy,  ra- 
ther than  enlightened  reafons  of  jurifprudence. 
We  haye  feen  that  the  conftitution  permitted, 
till  1808,  the  importation,  in  the  fever  al fates,  of 
fuch  perfons  as,  till  that  period,  the  feveral fates 
Jhould  judge  it  expedient  to  permit  to  he  imported  ; 
and  by  this  defcription  the  conftitution  meant  to 
defignate  faves  ; which  temporary  countenance 
given  to  the  Have  trade  the  conftitution  could 
not  openly  acknowledge,  without  an  abfurd  con- 
tradiction of  the  liberal  principles  it  had  pre- 
mifed  ; nor  could  it  openly  prohibit  the  fla^e 
trade,  without  a certainty  of  the  law  being  op- 
pofed  by  the  fouthern  ftates.  By  this  vague  de- 
foliation the  framers  of  the  conftitution  crept  out 
of  this  embarraffment  ; and,  however  grofs  the 
fubterfuge  may  be,  we  can  fcarcely  blame  them  ; 
ftnce,  while  they  preferred  the  exiftence  of  the 
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Union  at  the  difficult  period  when  the  conftitu- 
tion  was  framed,  they  named  a term  not  far 
diftant  for  the  extin&ion  of  that  deteftable  traffic. 

In  f 7QÔ,  the  congrefs  pafled  a law,  prohibit- 
ing American  veffels  to  carry  Daves,  under  the 
penalty  of  two  thoufand  dollars,  and  confifcation 
of  the  Daves  and  veffels  ; and  this  law,  although 
fometimes  eluded,  is  for  the  greater  part  rigor- 
ouDy  enforced,  of  which  I have  feen  many  in- 
ftances  during  my  ftay  in  America.  It  is  even 
difficult  and  expenfive  to  elude  it;  for  the  Qua- 
kers purfue  offenders  againft  this  law  with  in- 
credible activity  and  inveteracy.  The  merchants 
who  make  the  attempt  muff  provide  falfe  bills 
of  lading,  and  make  oath  that  the  cargo  is  the 
property  of  foreign  merchants,  and  employ  others 
to  take  the  fame  oath  ; and  all  this  is  attended 
with  great  expence. 

A law  of  1793,  prohibits  the  giving  of  an 
afylum  to  any  perfon  engaged  to  ferve  another, 
ordaining  a fine  to  be  levied  upon  all  offenders 
in  this  cafe,  and  declaring,  that  the  perfon  who 
Dies  from  his  mafter  Diall  be  liable  to  be  fent  back 
to  him.  In  this  law  the  congrefs  avoided  the 
ufe  of  the  word  Jlaves,  although  it  was  to  pro- 
vide againft  the  Dight  or  concealment  of  Daves 
that  it  was  paffed,  there  being  little  reafon  for 
apprehenfions  about  domeftics  engaged  for  a term. 
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The  junfprudence  of  the  Union  relative  to  Haves, 
is  confined  to  thefe  two  articles, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE. 

The  department  of  ftate  is  alfo  that  of  foreign 
affairs,  which  indeed  form  its  principal  bufinefs. 
The  fecretary  of  ftate,  who  is  at  the  head  of  this 
department,  is  the  keeper  of  the  feals  of  the 
Union.  It  is  his  office  to  counterfign  the  laws, 
and  to  promulgate  them  ; he  has  the  cuftody  of 
the  papers  of  the  old  congrefs,  and  has  other 
fumftions  ; but  his  principal  employment  is  to 
tranfadl  affairs  with  foreign  powers.  The  ex- 
pences  incurred  for  foreign  affairs  amounted,  for 
the  four  firft  years  after  the  ratification  of  the  new 
conftitution,  to  no  more  than  forty  thoufand 
dollars  annually.  Since  that  period  the  number 
of  the  minifters  and  confiais  of  the  Union  in  fo- 
reign countries  being  encreafed,  the  ordinary  an- 
nual expences  for  foreign  affairs  have  amounted 
to  fixty  thoufand  dollars  ; and  the  expences  at- 
tending the  execution  of  the  different  treaties 
made  by  the  Union  during  the  laft  three  years, 
have  occaftoned  the  granting  of  extraordinaries 
greatly  exceeding  the  amount  of  ordinary  ex- 
pences. The  treaty  with  Algiers  coft  the  Union 
more  than  nine  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  The 
amount  of  expences,  ordinary  and  extraordinary, 

for 
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for  foreign  affairs,  from  the-year  1790  to  this 
time,  is  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 

I am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  United  States 
might  have  fpared  a great  part  of  this  expence, 
had  their  politics  been  directed  with  a little  more 
wifdom.  Nor  would  the  faving  of  money  have 
been  the  greateft  advantage  they  would  have 
reaped  ; it  is  probable  they  would  have  been  able 
to  lhun  the  interior  troubles,  with  which  it  is  too 
plain  they  are  now  menaced  ; to  avoid  the  very 
delicate  and  embarraffingr  fituations  in  which 
they  have  more  than  once  been  plunged,  and 
are  now  more  than  ever  involved  ; to  preferve  the 
bleffings  of  peace  for  many  years  ; to  fecure  the 
exiftence  of  the  Union,  which  is  the  fource  of 
their  ftrength,  and  which  cannot  be  ftiaken  but 
through  their  connection  with  foreign  countries  ; 
in  a word,  to  place  out  of  the  reach  of  danger 
that  independence  which  they  won  with  fo  much 
glory  to  themfelves,  the  right  to  which  cannot 
be  conteiied,  but  which  has  no  longer  any  real 
exiftence,  except  in  the  mouths  of  their  own 
declaimers.  Proud  with  reafon  of  having  thrown 
off  the  opprefiive  yoke  of  England,  the  United 
States  were  too  ready  to  play  a part  among  the 
nations  of  Europe  ; and  to  involve  themfelves  in 
the  interefts  of  foreign  powers,  from  which  na- 
ture had  moft  happily  feparated  them.  They 
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involved  themfelves  in  thofe  foreign  interefts 
the  moment  they  fent  minifters  to  foreign  courts, 
and  received  their  minifters  in  return  ; from  that 
moment  they  expofed  themfelves  to  the  dangers 
that  the  weak  are  placed  in  relative  to  the  ftrong, 
among  nations  as  well  as  individuals  ; they  re- 
duced themfelves  to  the  neceffity  of  praélifmg 
duplicity,  an  indifpenfable  condition,  when  he 
who  is  weak  allies  himfelf  to  him  who  is  ftrong  ; 
and  the  more  indifpenfable  in  politics,  iriafmuch 
as  juftice  has  been  hitherto  contemned  in  that 
art,  the  will  of  the  more  powerful  being  the  only 
law.  In  receiving  foreign  minifters,  they  gave 
rile  to  intrigues,  the  more  dangerous,  becaufe 
their  mafters  believed  it  to  be  their  intereft  to 
difturb  their  tranquillity,  and  check  their  grow- 
ing profperity.  In  a ftate  where  political  concerns 
are  as  yet  little  complicated,  the  reftdence  of  fo- 
reign minifters  is  more  mifchievous  than  in  others, 
even  when  they  have  received  no  inftru étions 
from  their  courts  to  cultivate  intrigues,  which 
is  a cafe  difficult  to  imagine.  They  arc  ready 
enough  to  render  themfelves  of  importance,  and 
to  give  confequence  to  their  employments  ; if 
they  fucceed  in  fome  underhand  praétice,  if  they 
corrupt  a fecretary  of  ftate,  or  fome  member  of 
the  government,  if  they  pave  the  way  for  the  in- 
fluence and  interefts  of  their  courts,  or  feem  to 

do 
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do  fo,  they  are  fare  to  win  the  favour  of  their 
mailers,  for  courts  will  intrigue  every  where,  and 
will  have  a party  wherever  they  can  ; and  thus 
they  pafs  for  men  of  talents  and  induftry  ; and 
while  they  fow  the  feeds  of  difcord  in  the  coun- 
tries where  they  refide,  they  create  a title  to  re- 
wards, and  gain  a ftep  toward  preferment.  And 
thefe  truths  are  the  more  alarming,  in  proportion 
as  the  cabinet  that  fends  the  ambaffador  is  ftrong, 
and  has  an  filtered:  in  leflening  the  powxr  of  the 
Hate  where  he  relides,  and  in  proportion  as  that 
contains  in  it  circumftances  dangerous  to  its  una- 
nimity ; in  a word,  as  it  contains  more  or  lefs 
of  thofe  circumftances  whofe  combination  forms 
the  exiftence  of  the  United  States. 

The  ambaffadors  of  lefs  powerful  ftates  adt  on 
the  fame  principles  ; and  the  application  of  them 
folely  is  different.  They  flatter  the  opinions  of 
their  cabinets,  and  lull  them  wdth  ftatements  in 
wdfich  truth  is  not  ftridtly  confulted;  and  thus 
they  cultivate,  in  their  refpedtive  governments, 
opinions  and  defigns  mifchievous  to  their  fubjedls. 
If  it  happens  that  they  belong  to  a party  at  home, 
their  difpatches  take  the  colour  of  the  party.  It 
is  a univerfal  paffion  to  ,be  of  importance  in  the 
world,  but  the  agents  of  governments  are  the 
moft  infedted  by  it.  They  fill  their  difpatches 
with  hearfays,  converfations,  fufpicions  uttered 
of  fome,  denunciations  againft  others,  and  re- 
ports 
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ports  fpringing  from  their  prejudices  only,  from 
which  they  draw  conclufions  that  fill  the  minds 
of  their  employers  with  perplexities,  confirm 
them  in  their  prejudices,  and  engage  them  in 
hafty  and  impolitic  meafures. 

When  a minifter  is  charged  with  a négocia- 
tion, the  danger  is  ftill  more  imminent.  With 
whatever  prudence  and  forefight  his  cabinet  may 
draw  up  his  inftru étions,  ftill  they  muft  include 
fbme  latitude.  The  ambaflador’s  probity,  his 
judgment,  and  his  information,  can  be  the  only 
guarantees  of  his  conforming  himfelf  to  his  in- 
ftruclions.  He  + may  even  involuntarily  exag- 
gerate, in  his  correfpondence,  the  obftacles  he 
has  to  encounter  ; he  may  mifcalculate  the  over- 
tures that  dre  made  to  him,  on  the  part  of  the 
ftate  with  whom  he  treats  ; if  he  is  to  be  cor- 
rupted, the  minifters  with  whom  he  has  to  deal 
will  not  fail  to  give  him  his  price,  and  he  will 
confient  to  a treaty  which  facrifices  fbme  of  the 
articles  of  his  inftruclions,  or  includes  articles 
not  to  be  found  in  them.  In  a word,  he  will 
agree  to  fomething  contrary  to  the  intentions  of 
his  court.  How  many  more  topics  of  the  fame 
kind  might  thefe  obfervations  include  ? — It  is 
true  the  ratification  of  fueh  a treaty  is  not  in- 
evitable ; but  the  government  of  a ftate,  already 
weak,  is  not  in  the  fame  condition  to  refufe  the 
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ratification  of  a treaty,  figned  by  its  ambafladof* 
that  a powerful  ftate  is  ; and  the  danger  that  may 
be  incurred  by  the  refufal  gives  great  opportunity 
of  intrigue  for  the  ratification  of  fuch  a treaty. 

A weak  ftate,  which  fends  and  receives  ambaft 
ladors,  and  would  mingle  in  the  concerns  of 
powerful  ftates,  can  fcarcely  avoid  being  drawn 
into  a party  ; its  ambition  and  vanity  will  often 
hurry  it  on  in  a direction  contrary  to  its  ufuai 
policy  ; and  it  never  belongs  to  fuch  a ftate  to 
take  a part  in  the  differences  of  other  govern- 
ments, by  which  it  only  hazards  its  own  profpe- 
rity,  and  fometimes  endangers  its  exiftence. 

Had  the  United  States,  after  the  glorious  war 
they  had  maintained  for  their  independence, 
opened  their  ports  to  all  nations  with  equal  ad- 
vantages, and  permitted  their  merchants  to  trade 
wherever  their  intereft  led  them,  and  had  been 
wife  enough  to  abftain  from  ail  other  foreign  re- 
lations, they  would  have  approached  nearer  than 
at  prefent  to  the  objecft  they  defire,  of  being  a 
powerful  government.  In  the  midft  of  internal 
tranquillity,  they  might  have  filled  their  arfenals, 
fortified  their  harbours,  collected  timber  for  the 
building  fhips  of  war,  which  they  need  not  have 
fient  from  their  ports  till  ;they  were  ftrong  enough 
to  protect:  the  American  flag  ; they  might  have 
cfcapcd  from  their  prefent  lituation,  in  which 
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they  are  torn  by  domeftic  diflentions,  fwayed  by 
foreign  influence,  and,  in  truth,  lefs  independent 
than  they  were  on  the  4th  of  July,  1 77Ô — which 
fltuation  is  the  entire  refult  of  the  politics  of  the 
government,  for  their  population  is  doubled,  their 
wealth  increafed,  and  their  people  induftrious, 
enterprifing,  fagacious,  and  honeft. 

My  opinion  will,  no  doubt,  find  many  oppo- 
nents, and  more  efpecially  in  America  ; but  if  it 
be  well  examined,  I believe  it  will  find  alfo  many 
partizans.  As  to  myfelf,  I am  fo  penetrated  with 
the  conviction  of  its  folidity,  fince  my  refidence 
here  has  given  me  fome  knowledge  of  the  affairs 
of  the  country,  that  1 do  not  hefitate  to  pro- 
nounce— that  the  independence  of  the  ftates,  and 
the  tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  the  people  (a 
people  fo  worthy  of  repofe,  and  fo  admirably 
placed  by  nature  to  poffefs  a durable  repofe),  will 
never  be  enfured  till  the  day  in  which  the  go- 
vernment deftroys  all  political  ties  with  Europe. 
By  that  policy,  it  is  not  perhaps  yet  too  late  to 
fecure  the  profperity  of  America,  although  in- 
finite mifchiefs  have  been  occafioned  by  the  fo- 
reign connections  the  government  has  cultivated 
during  the  laft  fourteen  years. 

In  expreffing  my  opinion  on  the  dangers  in- 
curred by  feeble  ftates  in  their  connections  with 
powerful  ones,  it  is  America,  and  America  in  her 
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prefent  lituation,  that  I have  had  in  view.  If 
fmall  ftates,  fuch  as  Genoa  or  Geneva,  fend  am- 
baffadors  to  powerful  nations,  it  is  to  folicit  pro- 
tection, and  to  acquire  fubfidies  ; they  are  def- 
ined to  be  inferior  ; they  can  never  be  a grain  in 
the  political  balance  ; they  may,  therefore,  with- 
out danger  to  themfelves,  indulge  in  diplomatic 
vanity.  Does  it  belong  to  the  United  States, 
invited  by  nature  and  a concurrence  of  circum- 
ftances  to  become  a powerful  nation,  but  which 
can  never  ftand  in  that  rank  except  through  the 
medium  of  a long  continued  peace,  to  endanger 
that  important  event  by  a narrow  policy  ? Can 
they  ever  doubt,  that  they  are  objeâs  of  the  hatred 
of  their  former  mafters  ? — A paffion  that  is  not 
lefs  real  for  being  enveloped  in  the  forms  of 
amity.  Do  they  doubt,  that  the  high  defliny  to 
which  nature  and  the  period  of  their  birth  called 
them,  is  an  objeCt  of  the  jealoufy  of  the  political 
forefight  of  Europe  ? Have  they  not  to  fear  their 
being  the  aliment  of  rivalry  among  the  European 
powers,  in  the  midft  of  whofe  contefts  they  can- 
not remain  neuter  without  entire  paffivenefs  ? 
But,  as  if  they  had  no  knowledge  of  thefe  truths, 
they  have,  without  neceffity,  and  even  w7il fully, 
ftaked  all  their  advantages,  and  engendered  ma- 
ladies which  already  have  tainted  the  ftate  and 
threaten  to  fpread  to  its  vitals,  to  gratify  the  vanity 
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of  making  a figure*  while  yet  in  infancy*  on  the 
political  theatre,  with  the  old  and  powerful  ftates 
of  Europe  ! It  is  with  nations  as  with  indivi- 
duals, the  premature  ufe  of  the  genial  powers  is 
fucceeded  by  a lire  of  debility  and  early  decrepi- 
tude. 

FINANCES  OF  THE^  UNITED  STATES;  THEIR 

HISTORY,  AND  PRESENT  SITUATION;  TAXES* 

REVENUES*  &C. 

The  new  confdtution  had  been  contemplated 
and  wTas  framed  to  give  the  federal  government  a 
degree  of  pov/er,  the  want  of  which  w7as  daily 
experienced  by  the  former  congrefs.  Its  weak- 
nefs  was  chiefly  felt  in  the  levying  of  taxes*  and 
the  contributions  of  the  feveral  ftates  toward  the 
expences  of  the  Union.  The  demands  of  the 
wrar*  too  greatly  difproportioned  to  the  refources 
of  the  United  States,  had  not  been  completely 
fatisfied  by  the  loans  wThich  France  and  their 
other  allies  furnifhed  with  a generofity  that  now 
feems  utterly  forgotten.  The  congrefs*  con- 
vinced as  it  was  of  the  evils  of  a paper  currency 
which  had  no  exifting  funds  for  its  foundation* 
was  neverthelefs  forced  into  a prodigious  emiffion 
of  that  currency,  having  no  guarantee  but  the 
faith  of  a public  deftitute  of  all  means  of  repay- 
ment. The  paper  iflued  by  the  feveral  ftates 
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Was  in  fimilar  abundance  ; and  throughout  it  was 
depreciated  almoft  to  nothing.  This  debt  was 
to  be  univerfally  provided  for  ; funds  were  to  be 
found  for  the  expences  of  the  general  govern- 
ment ; the  neceffity  for  the  creating  a fyftem 
of  finance  was  apparent  ; and  the  old  congrefs, 
feeling  the  importance  of  all  thefe  duties,  by  a 
direâ  declaration  in  1783,  pledged  the  honour  o: 
the  United  States  for  the  payment  of  all  the 
public  creditors.  The  new  congrefs,  at  the  clofe 
of  its  firfi:  feflion,  in  September  1 789,  ordered 
the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  of  the  Union  to  lay 
before  the  legiflature,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  enfuing  feffion,  a plan  for  the  reftoring  of 
public  credit.  Mr.  Hamilton,  at  that  time 
the  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  acquitted  himfelf  of 
this  duty,  in  January  1790  ; and  the  congrefst, 
adopting  the  plan  laid  before  them,  paffed  a 
law,  on  the  4th  of  Augufi:  in  the  fame  year, 
whofe  objeét  wvas  the  payment  of  the  national 
debt.  This  law  funded  the  debt  due  to  foreign 
nations,  as  well  as  to  the  creditors  at  home  ; 
adding  to  the  debt,  not  only  a long  arrear  of  in- 
tereft,  but  interefi:  upon  intereft.  The  debt  due 
to  foreign  nations  amounted  to  eleven  millions 
nine  hundred  and  eight  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  dollars  ; and  the  domeftic  debt 
to  forty  millions  nine  hundred  and  five  thoufand 
Vol.  IV.  Cc  four 
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four  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  ; making 
together  fifty-two  millions  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen  thoufsnd  fix  hundred  and  feventy-three 
dollars.  The  prefident  of  the  United  States  was 
authorized  to  borrow  twelve  millions  of  dollars, 
on  the  beft  terms  he  could  obtain,  to  pay  the 
foreign  debt.  As  to  the  loan  to  extinguifh  the 
domeftic  debt,  the  arrears  of  intereft,  and  certifi- 
cates of  intereft  due,  a paper  then  in  circulation, 
were  received  as  part  of  it,  and  funded  at  an  in- 
tereft of  three  per  cent.  The  capital  of  the  debt, 
comprifing  the  paper  money  then  in  circulation, 
was  funded  at  an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent  ; with 
a provifion  that  a third  of  the  debt  thus  funded 
fhould  not  receive  intereft  till  the  expiration  of 
ten  years,  that  is  to  fay,  till  the  year  1 800,  and 
jthis  part  of  the  debt  was  for  that  reafon  funded 
under  the  name  of  the  deferred Jiock  ; while  two 
other  funds  were  created,  one  of  three  per  cent, 
and  one  of  fix  per  cent,  to  fulfil  engagements  of 
the  ftate.  The  deferred floch  was  to  he  redeemed 
by  the  treafury,  in  the  proportion  of  eight  per 
cent  per  annum,  which  provifion  was  regarded  as 
a kind  of  compenfation  for  the  fufpenfion  during 
ten  years  of  the  payment  of  the  intereft.  The 
different  funds  were  redeemable  alfo  by  the  con- 
grefs  by  annuities  for  twenty-three  years,  at  eight 
per  cent  per  annum,  but  which  could  not  in  that 
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cafe  be  afterwards  redeemed  by  any  other  fund. 
The  fame  law  contained  provifions  to  make  the 
Union  refponfible  for  the  debts  of  the  different 
ftates.  It  authorized  a loan  of  twenty-one  mil- 
lions five  hundred  thoufand  dollars  ; and  per- 
mitted to  be  received,  as  fubferiptions  to  the 
loan,  certificates  of  debts  of  the  feveral  ftates  for 
military  fervice,  or  furniftiing  of  provifions  during  - 
the  war,  limiting  the  fums  which  each  ftate  might 
fubferibe  in  this  manner.  A third  of  the  debts 
thus  funded  bore  an  intereft  of  three  per  cent  ; 
and  the  remaining  two-thirds  an  intereft  of  fix 
per  cent,  but  one-half  of  the  fix  per  cents  was  not 
to  receive  intereft  till  after  the  year  1800.  The 
fubferiptions  to  this  loan  were  to  be  made  within 
a certain  time  ; but  the  period  was  afterwards 
extended.  The  fame  law  appointed  com  mi  f- 
fioners  to  refide  in  each  ftate,  to  verify  the  titles 
of  claimants,  to  give  certificates,  pay  the  intereft  ; 
in  a word,  to  tranfaél  all  bufinefs  relative  to  this 
loan  under  the  authority  of  the  fecretary  of  the 
treafury.  The  holders  of  certificates  of  debts  due 
from  any  of  the  ftates,  who  were  unwilling  to 
fubferibe  to  the  loan,  received  an  intereft  of  three 
per  cent  on  that  paper. 

The  plan  of  transferring  the  refponfibility  for 
the  debts  of  the  feveral  ftates  to  the  congrefs  was 
not  adopted  without  long  debates.  No  oppoft- 
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tion  was  made  to  the  funding  of  the  foreign  debt, 
nor  even  that  of  the  domeftic  debt,  but  what 
fhould  be  admitted  into  the  latter,  and  the  man- 
ner of  redeeming  it,  occafioned  great  difputeSé 
Thofe  who  oppofed  the  funding  of  the  debts  of 
the  feveral  ftates  argued,  that  the  claims  were 
almoft  obfolete  ; that  neither  the  intereft,  nor 
any  part  of  the  principal  had  been  paid  ; that 
they  had  fallen  to  an  eighth  of  their  original 
value  ; and  that  in  all  probability  they  would 
continue  to  fall  till  they  fhould  be  extinél.  A 
large  portion  of  thefe  debts  had  been  incurred 
for  neceiTaries  for  the  troops  during  the  war,  at  a 
nominal  price  greatly  above  the  value  of  the  arti- 
cles, owing  to  the  fcarcity  of  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  congrefs,  and  the  uncertainty  of  its  future 
power  of  payment;  and  another  confiderable 
portion  accrued  from  paper  given  to  the  military 
for  pay.  The  perfons  who  originally  held  both 
thefe  fpecies  of  paper  had  fold  them  at  a very 
low  rate,  fome  being  compelled  to  do  fo  by  their 
own  neceffities,  and  others  having  loft  all  confi- 
dence in  the  paper.  The  prefent  holders  were 
Ipeculators,  who  had  acquired  them  for  little 
or  nothing  from  thofe  who,  by  their  real  fervices, 
were  perfons  truly  entitled  to  the  amount  of  the 
debts.  The  oppofers  of  the  plan  therefore  argued, 
that  the  difcharge  of  thofe  debts  in  the  hands  of 

the 
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die  prefent  holders  of  that  property,  would  be 
an  injuftice  to  the  contractors  and  foldiers,  to 
whom  they  were  in  faCt  due  ; an  infult  to  the 
diftrefs  that  compelled  them  to  transfer  their 
claims  for  very  inferior  compenfations,  and  ar* 
open  protection  given  to  public  rapacity  and  job-? 
bing,  whofe  ill  effeCts  were  uniformly  acknow- 
ledged. 

The  propofition  of  the  opponents  of  the  fecre- 
tary’s  plan  was,  that  debts  verified  by  the  certi- 
ficates of  congrefs  fhould  be  paid  at  their  original 
nominal  value  ; but  that  the  holders  of  fiich  cer- 
tificates ihould  receive  no  more  than  a portion 
equivalent  to  the  higheft  price  they  had  borne 
in  the  market  from  the  time-  of  their  purchafe 
of  them  till  the  acceptance  of  the  prefent  con- 
ftitution,  and  that  the  furplus  fliould  be  paid  to 
the  original  creditors  of  the  ftate. 

The  partizans  of  the  fecretary’s  plan  appealed 
to  the  declarations  of  the  old  congrefs  in  the 
creation  of  the  titles  to  this  fpecies  of  debt. 
They  had  been  given  for  claims  of  the  original 
pofleffors,  or  perfons  whom  they  had  reprefented  ; 
the  prefent  holders  had  incurred  the  hazard  of  a 
itill  greater  fall  in  the  value  of  thefe  certificates, 
and  even  of  their  annihilation,  a danger  to  which 
the  original  pofleiTors  had  preferred  a lofs  by  the 
fale  of  them  ; the  market  was  open,  and  the  cer- 
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tificates  fold  on  the  principle  of  other  poffefiions, 
and  the  right  of  the  prefent  holders  was  not  to 
be  infringed  without  a public  injustice.  To 
thefe  reafonings  it  was  added,  that  the  difficulties 
and  delays  that  would  attend  the  plan  of  the 
other  party  would  render  it  impracticable. 

The  two  opinions  were  fupported  with  a great 
deal  of  moderation  ; but  with  pertinacity  and 
plaufibility  on  both  fides.  Thofe  who  contended 
for  limiting  the  payment  of  the  prefent  holders 
of  the  certificates  to  the  higheft  price  they  had 
borne  in  their  poffeffion,  and  to  pay  the  furplus 
to  the  original  pofleffors,  argued  with  moft  equity; 
for  it  was  known  that  the  greateft  bulk  of  the 
original  pofleffors,  moft  of  whom  were  foldiers, 
had  been  driven  to  fell  the  if  certificates,  either 
by  extreme  diftrefs,  or  by  the  artifices  of  jobbers 
to  excite  alarms  for  the  validity  of  thofe  debts  ; 
and  that  the  prefent  pofleffors  wçre  fpeculators, 
well  informed  of  the  intentions  of  leading  men, 
and  the  real  ftate  of  things,  and  who  difburfed 
only  inconfiderable  fums  for  thofe  certificates,  the 
lofs  of  the  whole  of  which  would  little  afFed 
their  fortunes  ; and  that  the  greater  part  of  thefe 
were  foreigners,  who  had  entered  into  thefe  fpc- 
culations  for  the  purpofes  of  plunder.  The  par- 
tizans  of  the  plan  that  was  adopted  had  reafons 
of  finance  on  their  fide,  forming  a morality  by 
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no  means  equitable,  but  politic,  and  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  the  redoration  of  credit,  on  which 
objed  the  congrefs  was  immediately  employed. 
And  it  is  to  be  obferyed,  that  the  confidence  of 
the  holders  of  certificates  in  the  government  for 
fome  liberal  funding  of  the  debt  was  iuch,  that 
this  paper  had  rifen  four  hundred  per  cent,  fines 
the  adoption  of  the  new  conditution. 

The  refolution  to  which  the  congrefs  came 
on  the  fubjed  luddenly  created  immenfe  for- 
tunes. Speculators  bought  up  the  paper  from 
one  end  of  the  United  States  to  the  other.  At 
New  York,  where  the  congrefs  then  held  its  fit- 
tings, its  price  rofe  and  fell  daily,  as  the  fpeakers 
on  one  fide  or  the  other  feemed  to  gain  the  ad- 
vantage. Many  members  of  both  houfes  entered 
into  this  traffic.  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  author  of 
the  plan  adopted  by  congrefs,  was  univerfally  ac- 
quitted of  this  difhonourable  condud,  and  uni- 
verfally received  the  tribute  due  to  his  integrity^ 
The  plan  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  for 
the  adoption  of  the  debts  of  the  feveral  dates  by 
the  Union,  was  not  finally  accepted  without  fome 
modifications,  nor  till  after  it  had  been  once 

i 

rejeded.  The  partizans  of  this  plan  argued,  that 
the  debts  contraded  by  the  feveral  dates  for 
their  particular  defence,  was,  notwithdanding, 
for  the  common  caufe,  and  was  in  reality  the 
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debt  of  thé  Union — that  the- feveral  ftates  would 
encounter  greater  difficulties  in  raffing  taxes  to 
discharge  their  debts  than  the  Union,  the  levying 
of  various  taxes  being  prohibited  them  by  the 
conftitution  ; that  fuch  taxes  as  they  could  levy 
-would  only  have  a partial  and  inadequate  *•  effedl, 
-and  in  one-  ftate  might  be  in  prejudice  to  the 
means  employed  by  other  ftates  for  the  fame  pur- 
pole,  while  the  Union  might  employ  uniform 
means  throughout  the  whole  ftates,  without 
claffiing  of  interefts,  and  with  a faving  to  the 
particular  ftates,  and  with  more  perfect  fecurity 
to  the  public  creditors,  who  would  all  by  that 
means  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  ; that  the 
offices  eftablifhed  by  the  Union  in  the  feveral 
ftates  for  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  of  the  con- 
grefs,  might  be  charged  with  the  liquidations  of 
thefe  debts,  and  a great  faving  made  in  that 
heavy  but  neceflary  expence  ; and  laftly,  that 
this  plan  would  tend  to  confolidate  the  force  of 
the  federal  government,  by  allying  the  creditors 
of  the  feveral  ftates  to  the  interefts  of  the  Union. 

Their  opponents  maintained,  ^ that  thefe  debts 
wrere  neither  known  in  their  amount,  nor  their 
feveral  kinds  ; that,  previous  to  any  difcufiion  on 
the  utility  of  the  plan,  the  nature  and  value- of 
thefe  debts . ihould  be  afcertained,  and- thofe  con- 
tracted for  the  ^defence  of  the  feveral  ftates  diftin- 
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guifhed  from  fuch  as  were  occasioned  by  a negled 
of  levying  the  taxes,  and  a report  made  by  the 
commiffioners  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of  Strik- 
ing the  balances  of  the  Sums  refpedively  due 
from  the  Union  to  the  Several  States,  and  from 
the  Slates  to  the  Union  ; that  from  thefe  balances 
would  refult  the  real  debts  of  the  feveral  fiâtes, 
which  the  Union  might  afterward,  if  it  were 
found  advifeable,  confolidate  with  its  own  debts, 
which  meafure  would  otherwife  be  rafh,  and 
without  any  knowledge  of  its  extent  and  its  ope- 
ration ; and  that  to  augment  the  debt  of  the 
Union,  by  adding  to  it  thofe  of  the  feveral  States, 
would  deprefs  the  national  credit,  augment  the 
paper  in  circulation,  and  cherifh  that  Spirit  of 
public  gambling,  wdiofe  evil  confequences  were 
already  perceived  and  wrhofe  dangers  were  daily 
increafing. 

The  partizans  of  the  plan  replied,  that  the  na- 
tional credit  could  never  be  firmly  eflablilhed 
without  the  confolidation  of  all  the  debts  of  the 
country  ; that  all  delay  in  the  effecting  fuch  con- 
folidation would  intercept  the  benefits  expedled 
from  the  confolidation  of  the  proper  debts  of  the 
congrefs,  in  the  diminution  of  the  interefl  of 
money,  and  the  raifing  the  value  of  the  funds  ; 
and  that  returns  of  the  balances  between  the 
feveral  fiâtes  and  the  Union  might  be  made 

with 
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with  the  fame  prom ptnefs  and  preclfion  after 
fiich  confolidation  as  before. 

The  reafonings  of  this  party,  as  I have  faid, 
prevailed.  The  debts  of  the  feveral  fiâtes  were 
calculated  at  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and 
a loan  of  twenty-one  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  dollars  was  authorifed  by  the  congrefs. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  financial  opera- 
tion was  not  effected  without  a fecret  agreement 
among  the  deputies  of  certain  fiâtes,  relative  to 
the  interefls  of  their  conftituents.  The  eaflern 
liâtes,  comprising  New  York,  were  the  principal 
debtors.  MafTachufetts  alone  owed  fix  millions 
of  dollars.  In  1/8/  , an  infurreélion  took  place 
in  that  flate,  of  which  the  levying  of  taxes  was 
the  caufe,  or  at  leafl  the  pretext  ; and  that  flate 
was  not  willing  again  to  hazard  its  tranquillity 
by  the  levying  new  taxes,  which  mufl  take  place 
if  it  had  its  own  debt  to  difcharge.  MafTachufetts 
was  therefore  particularly  interefled  in  the  adop- 
tion of  the  plan.  The  fouthern  fiâtes,  on  the 
contrary,  were  all,  with  the  exception  of  South 
Carolina,  creditors  of  the  Union  ; but  it  was  a 
favourite  project  with  them,  to  draw  the  feat  of 
the  federal  government  nearer  to  them  ; and 
Virginia  was  more  eager  in  its  profecution  than 
the  reft,  becaufe  the  place  defigned  for  the  future 
feat  of  the  government  was  on  its  territories,  and 
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Virginia  was  the  principal  public  creditor.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  eaftern  ftates  had  an  intereft 
in  prcferving  the  feat  of  the  government  at  New 
York  ; but  this  was  not  fufficient  to  weigh  with 
the  intereft  they  had  in  the  confolidation  of  the 
debts  of  the  ftate.  Their  deputies,  therefore, 
made  a compromife  with  thofe  of  the  fouthern 
liâtes,  agreeing  to  vote  for  the  feat  of  the  federal 
government  being  placed  on  the  Potowmack,  on 
condition  of  the  others  voting  for  the  confolida- 
tion  of  the  debts.  The  ftate  of  Pennfylvania, 
although  among  the  debtors,  was  not  embarraffed 
with  its  debt,  having  fufficient  means  of  its  ex- 
tinction ; but  a promife  was  made  to  its  deputies, 
that  the  provincial  feat  of  the  government  fhould 
be  at  Philadelphia  for  ten  years,  and  they  were 
’ not  without  hopes  of  preferring  it  for  a longer 
term,  and  therefore  açcedpd  to  the  fecret  treaty* 
Thus  the  plan  of  confolidation  paffed. 

It  was  provided,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
fums  that  appeared  to  be  owing  by  the  feveral 
ftates  fhould  be  taken  as  fuch  by  the  Union,  with- 
out previous  examination,  and  fhould  be  placed 
to  the  credit  of  fuch  ftates  in  their  accounts  with 
the  Union  ; and  that  the  balance  winch  fhould 
appear,  by  the  final  accounts  of  the  commif- 
fioners,  due  to  any  of  the  ftates,  fhould  be  funded 
in  their  favour  by  the  Union,  which  was  to  re- 
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main  creditor  of  • fuch  ftates  as 
count  appeared  to  be  debtors. 

The  return  of  the  commiffioners,  as  we  have 
already  feen,  makes  the  balances  due'  to  certain 
fiâtes,-  namely,  New  Hampfnire,  MafFachufetts, 
Khode-liland,  Connecticut,  New  Jerfey,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  amount  to  three  millions 
five  hundred  and  feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  eighty-four  dollars  ; and  thofe  due  from  the 
other  ftates,,  namely,  New  York,  Pennfylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Caro- 
lina, to  the  fame  fum, 

Mr.  Gallatin,  in  a work  of  great  reputation 
©n  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  which  he 
publifhed  in  1 7 QÔ,.  fpeaks.  in  the  following  man- 
ner of  this  meaiiire.  bf  The  ftates,  whofe  debts 
amounted  to  the  greateft  fums,  were,  by  the  * 
operation  of  this  plan,  found  to  be  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  creditors  of  the  Union.  And  experience 
tas  ftiewn,  that  this  great  addition  of  debt  with 
which  the  Union  has  charged  itfelf,  far  from 
giving  ftrength  to  the  federal  government,  has  „ 
occafioned  more  difcontents  than  any  other  mea- 
fiire  ; . not  only  by  the  impofition  of  new  taxes 
to  pay  the  debts,  but  ftill  more  by  an  apprehen- 
sion, that  perfons  in  power  will  feck  rather  to 
augment  and  perpetuate  the  debt  of  the  Union 
than  to  extinguish  ox  dimimfh  it  j and  from  a ge- 
neral 
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neral  belief,  that  the  fpeculations  and  interefts  of 
individuals  had  more  influence  in  the  adoption  of 
the  plan  than  any  other  confederation.  And  al- 
though it  may  feem  indifferent,  whether  the 
fums  neceffary  to  difeharge  thefe  debts  be  levied 
on  the  people  by  the  federal  government  or  by 
the  feveral  ftates,  yet  the  difficulty  the  federal 
government  finds  in  augmenting  its  revenues  by* 
the  excife,  licenfes,  &c. — the  rapid  progrefs  which 
individual  ftates  have  made  for  the  extinction  of 
their  refpeclive  debts,  and  the  fituation  of  the 
ftates  whofe  debts  were  not  adopted  by  the 
Union,  becaufe  they  were  on  the  final  account 
its  debtors,  are  fufficient  proofs,  that  a great  part 
of  the  additional  debt  which  now  refts  on  the 
Union  would  at  this  day  have  been  extinguished 
by  the  refources  of  the  feveral  ftates,  if  it  had 
not  been  confolidated  with  that  of  the  Union.” 
This  writer  adds — “ That,  had  the  confolida- 
tion  of  the  debts  of  the  feveral  ftates  with  thole 
of  the  Union  been  poftponed  till  the.  final  fettle  - 
ment  of  accounts  by  the  commiffioners,  the  debt 
of  the  federal  government  would  have  amounted 
to  no  more  than  eleven  millions  fix  hundred  and 
nine  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty- nine  dol- 
lars, inftead  of  twenty-two  millions  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-five  dollars,  which  were  acknowledged 

and 
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and  funded  by  the  Union;  and  that  therefore 
the  congrefs,  by  its  precipitation,  created  an  un- 
neceffary  debt  of  ten  millions  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-three  .thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty- 
fix  dollars.” 

The  law  that  confolidates  thefe  different  fpecies 
of  debts,  pledges  the  public  faith  for  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  funds  for  the  payment  of  interefts 
granted  on  loans  ; and  it  fets  apart  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  Union,  in  the  territories  of  the  weft, 
to  be  fold,  to  create  a finking  fund  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  national  debt. 

A fum  of  a hundred  and  ninety-eight  thoufand 
dollars  was  due  to  foreign  officers,  who  ferved  in 
the  American  army  during  the  war  ; and  it  was 
deflined  to  be  paid  out  of  the  loans  made  in 
Europe,  and  has  been  faithfully  difcharged  as  far 
as  claims  have  been  made,  which  have  amounted 
to  a hundred  and  twenty-three  thoufand  dollars. 

Since  the  year  1790,  the  congrefs  has  ereCied 
an  office  for  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt, 
compofed  of  the  prefident  of  the  fenate,  the 
chief-juftice,  the  fecretary  of  flate,  the  fecretary 
of  the  treafury,  and  the  attorney-general  of  the 
Union.  It  authorifed  four  different  loans  for  the 
reduction  of  the  debt,  by  the  redemption  of  feve- 
ral  funds  ; and,  in  1/9®,  authorifed  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  finking  fund  further  to  borrow  five 

millions 
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millions  of  dollars,  to  pay  certain  fums  and  their 
interefts,  which  the  government  were  engaged 
to  difcharge  that  year.  The  bank  of  the  United 
States  was  authorifed,  by  the  fame  law,  to  fur- 
nifh  this  loan,  or  fubfcribe  to  it  in  part.  The 
funds  already  in  exiftence  were  received  as  fub- 
fcriptions  to  the  loan  t the  commiffioners  had  a 
power  to  fell  at  their  difcretion,  the  feveral  forts 
of  funds  (three  per  cents,  fix  per  cents,  or  deferred 
foci)  which  they  had  in  their  hands,  to  difcharge 
the  whole,  or  part  of  the  fums  and  interefts  that 
the  loan  wTas  meant  to  extinguifh,  provided  that 
they  did  not  fell  more  than  one  half  of  fuch 
funds  at  a price  below  par  ; they  were  alfo  au- 
thorifed to  fell  the  fhares  of  the  bank  which  be- 
longed to  the  Union.  The  new  debt  thus  created 
by  this  loan,  the  receipts  for  which  bore  an  inte- 
reft  of  fix  per  cent,  was  not  to  be  redeemed  till 
the  commencement  of  the  year  ] 8ÎQ. 

The  congrefs  had  incorporated  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  ; and  that  bank  had  afterwards 
advanced  to  the  Union  twTo  millions  of  dollars, 
to  which  amount  the  Union  had  fubfcribed  in 
the  formation  of  its  capital,  and  thefe  two  mil- 
lions were  to  be  repaid  in  ten  years,  by  equal  pay- 
ments. The  congrefs  afterwards  authorifed  that 
bank  to  advance  the  Union  three  millions  more  ; 
and  again,  five  millions,  in  1 7QÔ,  as  I have  be- 
fore 
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lore  obferved;  and  declared  the  revenues  of  the 
ftate  to  be  fubjet  to  the  payment  of  the  intereft 
of  thefe  loans,  in  the  fame  manner  as  to  the 
other  expences  of  the  government  ; and  deftined 
all  furplus  of  the  revenues  to  be  a fund  for  the 
repayment  of  fuch  loans;  - 

The  debt  of  the  United  States,  in  1790, 
amounted  to  feventy-two  millions  fix  hundred 
and  thirteen  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  dollars;  and  in  17QÔ,  to  feventy-eight  miU 
Hons  fix  hundred  and  ninety-feven  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  ten  dollars*  It  has  therefore  in- 
creafed  by  the  fum  of  fix  millions  eighty -four 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty-fix  dollars,  al-^ 
though  the  office  for  the  redution  of  the  national 
debt  had  extinguifhed  two  millions  three  hun- 
dred’ and  feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixtyf 
one  dollars,  and  although  the  United  States  have 
in  that  period  enjoyed  a profound  peace,  and 
have  been  favoured  with  circumftances  which 
ufually  enable  a ftate  to  reftore  order  in  its 
finances. 

A greater  economy  in  the  public  expenditure* 
the  fale  of  immenfe  quantities  of  lands  belonging 
to  the  Union  in  the  territories  of  the  weft  which 
is  praticable,  and  a prudent  increafe  of  impofts* 
ate  means  that  a wife  adminiftration  wrould  em- 
ploy with  effet  to  the  fpeedy  extintion  of  the 

national 
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national  debt  if  war  or  fome  great  internal  con- 
vulfion  did  not  arreft  their  progrefs.  The  na- 
tional debt,  according  to  engagements  made  with 
the  public  creditors*  and  plans  prefented  to  the 
congrefs  and  adopted  by  it,  is  to  be  entirely  ex- 
tinguilhed  in  1823 * 

The  office  for  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt 
had,  in  its  creation,  like  all  fuch  meafures,  the* 
objeCt  of  raffing  the  public  credit,  by  a profpeCi 
of  the  extinction  of  the  debt.  It  was  defigned 
to  be  flrengthened  by  the  eflablifhment  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  which  made  part  of 
the  general  fyftem  of  finance  propofed  by  the 
fecretary  of  the  treafury.  This,  bank  was  incor- 
porated in  l/Ql,  with  a capital  of  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  two  millions  of  which  were  fubfcribed 
by  the  United  States,  w ho  were  not,  however, 
compelled  to  make  good  the  fubfcription  at  the 
period  impofed  on  the  other  fubfcribers.  The 
remaining  eight  millions  were  furnifhed  by  the 
fubfcription  of  individuals  ; one-fourth  part  of 
which  w7as  payable  in  fpecie,  and  the  other  in 
certificates  of  debt.  The  commilTioners  for  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt  employed  a mil- 
lion of  dollars  in  the  extinction  of  this  paper. 
Thus  certificates  of  debt  amounting  to  feven 
millions  of  dollars  difappeared  in  the  firft  year. 
VoL.  IV.  D d The 
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The  price  of  the  remainder,  was  naturally  in- 
creafed  ; but  the  artifices  of  fpeculators  carried 
them  to  a price  which  they  could  not  long  main- 
tain. 

The  following  are  the  principal  articles  in  the 
confhitution  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

lit.  The  incorporation  of  the  fubfcribers,  with 
certain  privileges,  till  the  year  1811. 

2d.  The  power  of  extending  their  capital  to 
ten  millions  of  dollars. 

3d.  The  power  of  holding  pofleffions  to  the 
amount  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  in  perfonal 
or  real  eftates,  including  their  original  capital. 

4th.  Of  eftablifhing,  within  the  United  States, 
fuch  affiliant  banks  as  the  directors  fhall  judge 
expedient. 

5 th.  The  formation  of  an  adminiflration  for 
the  bank,  confifling  of  a prefident*  twenty-five 
directors,  and  a cafhier. 

6th.  A prohibition  to  carry  on  any  bufinefs 
but  that  properly  belonging  to  the  bank,  to  pur- 
chafe  any  part  of  the  national  debt*  to  take  more 
than  fix  per  cent  for  their  loans  and  difcounts— - 
but  with  the  privilege  of  felling  the  original 
ffiares  of  the  bank. 

7th.  A prohibition  to  contraél,  by  loans,  dif- 
counts*  or  the  emiffion  of  paper,  a debt  more 

than 
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than  double  the  fum  exifting  in  the  coffers  of 
the  bank. 

8th.  A prohibition  to  lend,  without  an  exprefs 
law  of  the  United  States,  more  than  a hundred 
thoufand  dollars  to  the  federal  government,  or 
more  than  fifty  thoufand  to  any  one  of  the  ftates, 
or  to  any  foreign  prince  or  power, 

Qth.  An  obligation  to  lay  before  the  fecretary 
of  the  treafury  a ftatement  of  the  adtual  fituation 
of  the  bank,  whenever  he  fiiould  demand  fuch 
ftatement,  with  a powder  given  to  that  officer 
to  check  fuch  accounts  with  the  books  of  the 
bank. 

] oth.  A provifion  to  make  the  notes  of  the 
bank  legal  payment,  in  all  the  offices  of  the 
United  States. 

1 1 th.  The  pledge  of  the  public  faith,  to  efta- 
blifh  no  other  bank  in  the  United  States,  during 
the  term  of  the  charter  granted  to  this  bank. 

Without  entering  into  an  examination  of  the 
nature  of  the  fecurity  of  fhares  in  a bank,  whofe 
original  capital  fhould  be  formed  like  that  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  which,  placed 
immediately  under  the  influence  of  government, 
might,  in  times  of  neceffity,  be  compelled,  by  a 
law  of  congrefs,  to  furnifli  the  loans  that  cir- 
cumftances  rendered  neceffary,  I ftiall  only  ob- 
D d 2 ferve 
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ferve  the  danger  to  which  it  expofes  the  finances 
of  the  Union,  by  the  facility  of  the  government 
to  obtain  large  loans  by  a law  of  congrefs,  and  by 
the  power  vefted  in  the  bank  of  lending  a hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars  to  the  government,  even 
without  any  new  fandlion  of  the  congrefs.  The 
prefent  ftate  of  the  national  debt  is  attributed  to 
this  circumftance  ; without  which,  it  is  probable, 
the  loans  would  not  have  been  fo  multiplied,  and 
a greater  economy  would  have  been  pra&ifed  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  government.  The  con- 
grefs, perceiving  the  public  expenditure  exceed 
the  public  revenues,  would  have  endeavoured  to 
balance  them  by  taxes  which  they  only  poftponed> 
and  which  at  prefent  they  are  obliged  to  levy  in 
a degree  that  would  not  have  been  necefiary  had 
they  been  earlier  convinced  of  the  evils  of  loans 
—taxes  which,  however  heavy,  cannot  even  at 
prefent  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  new  loans  for 
the  redemption  of  former  ones  provided  to  be 
redeemed  at  fixed  periods  ; as,  for  example,  thofe 
of  the  bank,  and  thofe  for  which  the  government 
was  obliged  to  grant  an  enormous  iiitereft. 

It  is  not  certainly  without  great  hesitation  that 
I hazard  my  opinion  in  matters  of  finance,  re- 
fpedting  which  my  information  is  by  no  means 
extenfive':  and  the  more  fo,  as  that  opinion  is  in 

oppofition 
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pppofition  to  many  perfons  who  are  efteemed 
able  financiers.  I lhall  at  prefent  confine  myfelf 
to  the  obferving,  that,  although  I am  perfuaded 
of  the  real  and  important  utility  of  banks,  when 
their  affairs  are  adminiftered  with  prudence  and 
equity,  in  aiding  the  efforts  of  commerce,  in- 
.duftry,  and  agriculture,  and  adding  by  the  credit 
to  the  wealth  of  a ftate,  and  confequently  to  its  * 
caufes  of  profperity  ; and  although  I even  ac- 
knowledge that  thefe  advantages  have  been  de- 
rived from  banks  by  the  United  States,  yet  the 
mifchiefs  of  the  fyftem  on  which  banks  are  con- 
.dudled  appear  to  me  greatly  to  exceed  their  Ipene- 
-fits.  The  facility  with  which  abufes  .creep  into 
thefe  eftablifliments  is  fa  great,  and  thefe  abufes 
are  fo  powerfully  protected  and  encouraged,  both 
by  the  neceffities  of  governments  and  the  rapacity 
of  individuals,  that  it  is  almoft  impoffible  for  the 
moffc  upright  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  their 
management  to  exclude  fuch  abufes.  Their  evils 
are  the  greater  in  a country  where  banks  are  nu- 
merous, fpecie  fcarce,  and  the  defire  of  accumu- 
lation the  common,  defire  of  the  inhabitants. 
Inftead  of  creating  a currency  double  the  amount 
of  their  real  capital,  banks  create  one  ten  times* 
and  even  twenty  times  greater  ; and  the  illufion 
which  fucceeds  the  firft  moments  of  commercial 
D d 3 profperity, 
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profperity,  that  in  a time  of  peace  fprings  from; 
the  facility  of  extending  individual  capitals,  is 
nothing  more  than  a means  of  augmenting  and 
precipitating  the  real  calamities  which  muft  fol- 
low. The  ruin  of  individuals,  and  even  that  of 
liâtes,  muft  fooner  or  later  be  the  confequence  ; 
inafmuch  as  economy,  and  fedate  views  of  the 
nature  of  enterprifes,  are  no  longer  things  that 
can  be  attended  to.  The  prefent  lyftem  of  bank- 
ing is  upheld  by  an  opinion,  that  a ftate,  far  from 
being  impoverilhed  by  its  debts,  has  in  that 
medium  a new  caufe  of  profperity,  refulting  from 
a new  activity  given  to  circulation,  and  an  op- 
portunity given  to  individuals  to  turn  to  profit 
the  gradual  favings  of  the  fmalleft  revenues. 
This  theory  is  no  better,  I think,  than  an  abufe 
of  ingenuity,  employed  in  the  aid  of  a defperate 
ftate  of  finance.  It  tends  to  augment,  without 
bounds,  that  mafs  of  debt  fo  Angularly  meta- 
morphofed,  in  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar,  to  the. 
necefiary  aliment  of  public  credit  and  profperity. 
The  moft  ordinary  understanding  is  fufficient  to 
difcover,  that  there  muft  at  leaft  be  a point  be- 
yond which  the  debts  of  a ftate  ought  not  to  ex- 
tend * — and,  where  is  the  government  who  will 
thus  confine  itfelf  when  it  can,  almoft  fecretly, 
and  altogether,  without  the  murmurs  of  the 
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people,  increafe  the  means  of  its  expenditure  ? 
Where  is  the  government  that,  intoxicated  with 
this  fyftem  of  indefinitely  increafing  its  debt,  is 
not  daily  haftening  the  nation  it  directs  to  inevi- 
table ruin  ? The  period  of  reckoning  muft  at  laft 
arrive,  when  the  people  will  not  and  cannot  pay 
taxes  which  are  neither  employed  in  the  defence 
nor  any  other  fervice  of  the  nation,  but  are  raifed 
merely  to  pay  interefts  of  loans,  which  economy 
in  the  finances  w'ould  have  rendered  unneceffary  ; 
and  when  things  have  attained  this  crifis,  the 
epoch  is  arrived  which  is  the  moft  dangerous  to 
the  tranquillity  of  the  nation,  the  liability  of  its 
government,  and  the  happinefs  of  individuals. 
The  bank  of  the  United  States,  being  by  its 
charter  empowered  to  eftablilh  afliftant  banks  in 
fuch  parts  of  the  United  States  as  it  fliould  deem 
expedient,  has  already  eftablifhed  four- — one  at 
New  York,  one  at  Bofton,  one  at  Baltimore,  and 
one  at  Charlefton  ; but  the  capitals  of  thefe  banks, 
known  in  America  by  the  name  of  branch-hanks , 
are  not  exclufive  of  its  capital  of  ten  millions  of 
dollars.  The  following  is  a ftatement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
3 lft  December  179Ô. 
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Debtor* 

Dollars. 

Capital  - 10,000,000 

Dutch  loan 

750,000 

Sums  belongingto 
the  government 
of  the  United 
States* 

431,242 

Sums  belongingto 
individuals 

873, 23S 

Bank  notes  in  cir- 
culation 

795,901 

.Poll  notes f r 

607,600 

Balance  of  1796 

232,873 

Intereft  on  loans 

made  to  the  go- 
vernment 

210,677 

profits  referved  in 
hand,  afterpay- 
ment of  the  di- 
vidends 

132,843 

- Creditor . 

Dollar?, 

In  the  fix  per 

cents  - 3,524,33 1-| 

Difcounted  bills  2,080,64  U 
Due  from  the  go- 
vernment of  the 
United  States  4,000,000 
Specie  - 521,415 


The  capitals  of  the  feveral  branch-banks , fur- 
nifhed  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  are  as 
follow  : 

Dollars.  Dollars. 

New  York  - 1,200,000  Baltimore  - 400,000 

Boflon  - - 700,000  Chari  eflon  - 500,000 


The  particular  accounts  of  the  branch-banks 
make  part  of  the  general  account  of  the  bank^ 
of  the  United  States.  This  bank  ereâed  a new 
building  in  1797?  in  which  it  has  tranfaéled 
bufmefs  fmce  the  ift  of  July  of  the  fame  year: 
the  ground  on  which  it  ftands  coft  fourteen  thou- 

* Government  keeps  its  cafh  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
fstates.  ; 

f Bills  drawn  on  the  branch-baHfo , 

fand 
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fand  dollars  ; and  the  coft  of  the  building  will 
exceed  a hundred  thoufand.  The  dividends  of 
this  bank  are  eight  per  cent  ; and  its  fhares  bear 
a premium  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  per  cent. 
The  following  is  a ftatement  of  the  prefent  price 
of  the  public  funds. 


Three  per  cents 

- 

50 

Six  per  cents 

- 

82 

Deferred  flock 

- 

65 

The  public  engagements  are  difcharged  in  the 
United  States  with  the  greateft  punctuality  ; and 
the  loan  granted  by  France  was  repaid  before  the 
period  of  its  being  due,  at  the  defire  of  the  French 
government. 

The  prefent  revenues  of  the  United  States  con-» 
fift  of  the  following  articles  — iff,  Duties  on 
tonnage,  and  on  the  importation  of  foreign  ar- 
ticles. 2d.  Duties  on  fpirituous  liquors  diftilled 
in  the  United  States;  on  the  manufacture  of 
tobacco;  on  refining  of  fugar;  on  public  fales ; 
on  the  retailing  of  wine,  and  foreign  fpirituous 
liquors  ; and  on  carriages.  3d.  A profit  on  the 
poftage  of  letters.  And  4th,  Dividends  of  fhares 
belonging  to  the  government  in  the  bank  of  the 
United  States. 

The  duties  on  tonnage  are  about  three  pence 
halfpenny  per  ton  on  American  veffels,  and  half 
a dollar  per  ton  on  foreign  veffels* 


The 
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The  following  is  a table  of  the  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  the  different  ports  of  the  United  States, 
during  the.  laft  feven  years. 

American  Tonnage.  Foreign  Tonnage . 

Ill  1 790*  Tons.  Tons. 

Coating  vetels  113,181  Engliih  - - 228,631 

Yetels  employed  in  French  - - 13,435 

the  fhheries  26,522  Dutch  - - 8,815 

Yeffels  employed  in  Spanilh  - - 8,551 

foreign  trade  362,823  Danilh,  Prutian, 

Hamburg,  &c.  5,131 


502,526 


264,563 

Total  of  American  and  foreign  tonnage  for  the  year, 
76T,089v 
In  1791, 

Coating  vefTe Is.  106,494  Engliih  - - 210,618 

Yetels  employed  ill  French  - - 8,988 

the*  fifheries  32,542  Other  nations  18,860 

Y ete  Is  e mplo  y ed  in  — ■ 

foreign  trade  363,854 


502,890 

Total  for  the  year,  741,556. 

In  1792, 

Coating  vetels  120,997  Engliih 

Yetels  employed  in  French 

thefhheries  32,062  Other  nations 

Yellels  employed  in 

foreign  trade  414,629 


567,688 

Total  for  the  year,  811,966. 

In  1793, 

Coating  vetèls  141,639  Engliih 

VefTels  employedin  French 

the  tfheries  38,177  Other  nations 

Yetels  employed  in 

foreign  trade  438,864 

618,680 

Total  for  the  year,  781,906. 


238,466 


206,065 

24,343 

13,870 

244,278 


100,180 

45,287 

17,759 

163,226 


American 


THE  UNITED  STATES,,  CANADA.,  &C.  411 


American  Tonnage,  Foreign  Tannage. 

In  1734,  Tons.  Tons. 

Çoafting  veffels  192,686  EngUfh  - - 37,058 

Veffels  èmploved  in  French  - - 11,249 

the  filherie$  27,260  Other  nations  34,667 

Veffels  employed  in  - — : 

foreign  trade  527,194  32,974 

747,140 

Total  for  the  year,  830,114. 


fl  could  not 
j procure  an 
; exa£t  ffate- 


In  1795, 

Coaffing  veffels  171,918 

Veflblsempbyedin  EngKflx 

the  hfheries  34,102  Fre&nch 

Veffels employed  in  „ , mentofthe 

• r r J Other  nations  1 , - 

foreign  trade  580,277  ; amount  of 

* ^ each. 


In  1796, 

, Coaffing  veffels 
Veffels  employed  in 
the  fffherie? 
Veffels  employed  in 
foreign  trade 


786,297 

::V.\  :<■  ; ; y " "y  - 

62,003 

I for  the  year,  848,297. 

200,372 

EngUfh 

19,669 

French 

2,055 

38,920 

Daniih 

10,430 

Swedifh 

5,560 

675,046 

Anfeatic  Cities 
Ports  of  Italy 

4,987 

758 

913,338 

Spain 

2,449 

Portuguefe 

637 

Dutch 

301 

47,846 

Total  for  the  year,  962,184. 


The  quantity  of  tonnage  in  the  preceding  table 
is,  with  refpeél  to  American  veffels,  the  quantity 
that  failed  from  the  feveral  ports  ; and,  with  re~ 
fpeél  to  foreign  veffels,  that  which  entered  the 
feveral  ports  ; therefore,  as  moll  of  the  veffels 
would  return,  we  may  take  the  total  quantity  of 

tonnage 
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tonnage  at  nearly  double  the  quantity  named  in 
the  table. 

The  duties  on  foreign  articles  imported  into 
the  United  States  vary  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  articles,  from  five  to  fifty-five  per  cent. 
Some  are  paid  in  proportion  to  the  computed 
value  of  the  articles  ; and  others  by  the  quantity. 
Foreign  articles,  imported  in  foreign  velfels,  are 
fubjeéi,  fmce  the  month  of  July  1 7Q2,  to  ten  per 
cent  more  than  when  imported  in  American 
veflels.  The  amount  of  thefe  duties  is  always 
added  to  the  duty  on  tonnage  in  the  returns 
made  by  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury.  The 
amount  of  thefe  confolidated  duties,  from  the 
ift  of  Auguft  1789,  to  the  end  of  17Q1,  was  fix 
millions  three- hundred  and  thirty- four  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  fixty-three- dollars.  In  I7Q2, 
they  yielded  four-  millions  feven  hundred  and 
thirty- one  thoufand  and  thirty- two  dollars.  In 
1793,  fix  millions  one  hundred  and  fixty-two 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-four  dollars.  In 
I 7Q4,  fix  millions  feven  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars.  In 
1 7Q5,  feveri  millions  nine  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  nine  dollars  ; and  in 
) 7,9b,  fix  millions  five  hundred  and  fixty-feven 
thoufand  nine  ^hundred  and  eighty-feven  dollars. 

Thefe  fums  are  the  net  amount  of  thefe  duties 

after 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  See.  413 

after  the  following  deductions — firft,  drawbacks 
on  foreign  goods  re-exported  of  the  whole  duty* 
except  one  per  cent.  Second,  drawbacks  on 
fpirituous  liquors  diftilled,  fugars  refined,  and  to- 
bacco manufactured  in  the  ftates,  when  theft 
articles  are  exported  to  foreign  countries.  Third, 
bounties  given  to  the  fiiheries,  which  vary  from 
a dollar  and  a half  to  two  dollars  and  a half  per 
ton,  according  to  the  fize  of  the  veflel  employed 
in  them.  There  is  'alfo  a- bounty  on  every  barrel 
ofi  fifh  failed  or  fmoked,  of  about  four  pence 
halfpenny.  Fourth,  the  expence  of  collection  of 
the  duties,  which  amounts  to  about  five  per  cent. 
Fines  for  fmuggling  foreign  articles  into  the 
ftates,  or  attempts  to  defraud  the  revenue,  are  alfb 
thrown  into  the  mats  of  thefe  receipts.  But 
fmuggling  is  far  from  confiderable  in  the  United 
States,  the  duties  in  general  being  moderate.  It 
is  however  to  be  obferved,  that  the  produce  of 
the  duties  on  tea  is  decreafed  nearly  half  within 
the  two  laft  years,  although  the  lift  of  tea  is  far 
from  being  diminifhed.  The  fmuggling  of  this 
article,  for  it  muft  be  acknowledged  to  be  fudh* 
is  attributed  to  the  increafe  of  the  tax,  which 
is  from  eighteen  to  thirty  per  cent  for  teas 
coming  from  China,  and  higher  Hill  for  thole 
imported  from  Europe  ; and  alfo  to  the  facility 
of  ftcretly  landing  that  article. 


There 
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There  are  a few  fmall  veflek  belonging  to  thé 
United  States  whofe  employment  it  is  to  prevent 
veffels*  coming  from  foreign  countries,  unloading 
in  places  where  there  is  no  eriftom-houfe. 

The  various  expences  of  the  revenue  are  paid 
fey  the  collectors  of  each  diftriét,  and  deducted 
from  the  general  account  of  their  receipts. 

The  duties  on  feme  articles  of  importation  were 
augmented  in  the  laft  feffion,  which  ended  in  the 
month  of  March  1 797.  The  duties  on  fpirituous 
liquors  diftilled  in  the  United  States,  were  firft 
impofed  in  1794.  At  that  time  they  were  fix 
pence  halfpenny  per  gallon  on  fpirituous  liquors 
made  from  molafles,  and  five  pence  per  gallon 
on  thofe  made  from  fruit  or  grain,  the  produc** 
lion  of  the  country.  In  1 7 Q4  they  were  reduced 
to  fix  pence  per  gallon  on  the  former,  and  four 
pence  on  the  latter  ; but  this  reduction  was  only 
on  liquors  of  inferior  quality,  the  duties  on  thofe 
of  the  firft  quality  being  raifed  to  fifteen  pence 
per  gallon  when  made  ftom  molaffes,  arid  ten 
pence  halfpenny  when  made  from  productions  of 
the  country.  This  tax,  efpecially  that  part  of  it 
impofed  on  fpirituous  liquors  diftilled  from  home 
produce,  has  always  been  very  unpopular.  The 
law  gave  the  option  to  the  diftiller  to  pay  either 
the  precife  duty  for  each  gallon,  or  a compofitiort 
of  two  ifliillings  and  eight  pence  per  annum  for  « 

every 
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evety  gallon  the  ftills  employed  could  contain. 
The  diftillers  generally  preferred  the  firft  mode, 
becaufe  they  were  uncertain  of  occupying  their 
Hills  the  whole  year,  and  becaufe  there  was  greater 
opportunity  to  elude  the  payment  of  the  duties 
in  that  mode,  the  diftilleries  being  Scattered  at 
great  distances  throughout  the  ftates,  and  not 
very  vigilantly  watched  by  the  officers  of  the 
excife.  The  public  opinion  being  averfe  to  this 
tax,  it  never  was  univerfally  colle&ed.  Many 
parts  of  fome  of  the  ftates,  and  even  entire  ftates, 
have  refufed  to  this  day  to  fubmit  to  this  tax. 
Congrefs  therefore,  in  the  laft  feffion,  thought 
proper  to  deprive  the  diftiller  of  the  option  the 
law  formerly  gave  him  as  to  the’  mode  of  paying 
the  tax,  and  enjoined  every  diftiller  to  pay  a 
compofition  in  proportion  to  the  fïze  of  his,  ftills. 
The  diftiller  is,  however,  permitted  to  make  the 
compofition  only  for  two  weeks,  or  for  any  term 
between  that  and  fix  months  ; the  compofition 
for  two  weeks  is  three  pence  halfpenny  per  gal- 
lon, for  fix  months  two  lhillings  and  one  penny 
halfpenny  per  gallon,  and  the  compofitions  be- 
tween thefe  two  terms  are  in  the  fame  proportion, 
giving  the  advantage  to  thofe  who  fubfcribe  for 
the  longer  term.  By  this  regulation  the  num- 
ber of  excifemen  is  diminifhed,  the  receipt  is 
more  productive,  and  the  inquifttion  attached  to 

that 
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that  fpecies  of  tax  is  harrowed  as  much  as  poiïibîe» 
The  tax  is,  notwithftanding,  a burthen  on  the 
agriculture  and  induftry  of  the  country,  and  upon 
a branch  of  its  induftry  calculated  to  diminifh  thé 
employment  of  foreign  induftry  and  the  con- 
fumption  of  foreign  produce. 

The  diftilleries  that  make  fpirituous  liquors 
from  molaffes  being  chiefly  in  fea  ports,  and  but 
few  in  number,  it  is  not  eafy  to  elude  the  duty, 
Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  examination  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expences  of  collection  of  the  various 
taxes  of  the  United  States,  calculates  the  expencé 
of  collection  oh  fpirituous  liquors  diftilled  from 
the  produce  of  the  country  to  amount  to  nearly 
thirty-four  per  cent,  while  thofe  on  fpirituous  li- 
quors diftilled  from  molaffes,  known  in  America 
by  the  name  of  continental  rum,  amount  only  to 
fourteen  and  a half  per  cent. 

The  quantity  of  molaffes  imported  into  the 
United  States  for  diftillation  amounted,  in  thé 
years  1/90  and  1793,  on  an  average  of  the  two 
years,  to  fix  millions  fix  hundred  and  fixty  thou- 
fand  gallons  per  annum.  In  1 796,  it  amounted 
only  to  three  millions  fix  hundred  and  ninety-fix 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fix  gallons. 

The  joint  net  produce  of  the  duties  on  theft 
two  forts  of  fpirituous  liquors  in  the  laft  fix 
months  of  1791,  was  one  hundred  and  fixty- 

four 
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four  thpufand  five  hundred  and  ninety^feven  dol- 
lars ; in  1 7Q2,  four  hundred  ?nd  forty-fix  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  and  eightv-three  dollars  ; in 
17Q3,  five  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  feventy-five  dollars  ; in  1 794, 
three  hundred  fifty-three  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  ; in  1 795,  one  hundred 
and  ninety -nine  thoufand  dollars  ; and  1796;  two 
hundred  and  thirty- eight  thoufand  dollars. 

It  is  neceflary  to  obferve  here,  that  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  fpirituous  liquors  confider&bly 
encreafed  from  the  year  3 7Q°  to  the  year  1795. 
In  1790,  it  amounted  to  three  millions  fix  hun- 
dred feventy- eight  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  gallons  ; and  in  1 794,  to  five  mil- 
lions fix  hundred  and  ninety- nine  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fixty-nine  gallons. 

The  importation  of  wine,  exclufive  of  Madeira, 
in  1790,  amounted  to  fix  hundred  feven  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fixty-one  gallons  ; and  in 
1795,  to  four  millions  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
fix  thoufand  and  feventy-fix  gallons.  The  im- 
portation of  ale  and  porter  in  1790,  amounted  to 
feventy  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-four  gal- 
lons ; and  in  1794,  to  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  gal- 
lons. 

The  great  increafe  in  thefe  importations  is  in 
Vol.  IV.  E e part 
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part  to  be  afcribed  to  the  prefènt  war,  which  has 
increafed  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  ; 
but  if  we  confider  that  a fmall  portion  of  thefc 
articles  is  re-exported  from  America,  part  of  the 
encreafe  will  be  afcribed  to  other  caufes— one  of 
which  is,  a great  decreafe  in  the  importation  of 
Enolaffes  ; the  quantity  imported  in  1 7Q5  being 
no  more  than  half  the  importation  of  that  article 
in  ^ 790,  and  the  fpirituous  liquors  diftilled  from 
molaffes  in  the  United  States  was  reduced  from 
two  millions  to  one  million  of  gallons,  between 
the  year  1790  and  the  year  1795 — another  caufe 
is  the  rife  in  the  price  of  grain,  which  has  been 
fo  great,  that  the  diftilleries  that  ufe  that  article 
have  been  fcarcely  able  to  maintain  their  ground. 
The  following  table  will  put  this  matter  out  of 
queftion. 


Duties  paid  for  the  Importation  of  Wines > fpirituous  Liquors , 
and  malt  Liquors , into  the  United  States , during  the  Tears 
1793,  1794,  and  1795  ; and  the  Drawbacks  for  the  Re-ex- 
portation of  the  fame  Article s,  during  the  fame  Period . 


Years  - 

-1793- 

1794. 

1795- 

Duties. 

Drawba. 

. Duties.  ! Drawba. 

Duties. 

Madeira  wines 

1 2.  i.,752 

4,692 

166,623 

14,258 

196,842 

Other  wines 

243,910 

4>*35 

233,46° 

4,012 

' 464>893 

Spirituous  liquors 

1^034,564 

j 1,618,364. 

3^117 

L492j492 

Ale,  porter,  &c. 

22,572 

1 *5> 961 

165, 

29j375 

Drawba. 

5>95* 

IL433 

57,181 

288 


The  drawbacks  for  the  exportation  of  fpiritu- 
ous liquors  diftilled  in  the  ftates,  are  a halfpenny 
per  gallon  for  thofe  made  from  the  produce  of 

the  ! 
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the  country;  and  two  pence  per  gallon  for  thofe 
made  from  molaffes,  which  difference  is  a com* 
penfation  for  the  duties  paid  on  the  importation 
of  molaffes  into  the  ftates. 

The  law  that  impofes  thefe  taxes  was  palled 
in  March  l/Ql  ; and  their  produce  is  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  the  ifiter'efts  and  capital 
of  loans  made  and  to  be  made  for  the  extinction 
of  the  national  debt  ; and  it  is  provided,  that 
thefe  taxes  fhall  be  continued  to  be  levied  till  that 
event  takes  place. 

The  duties  on  the  importation  of  molaffes  was 
increafed  one  halfpenny  per  gallon  in  the  feffieU 
before  laft;  and  the  drawback  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  continental  mm*  increafed  in  the  fame 
proportion. 

The  mode  of  collecting  the  duties  on  manu- 
factured tobacco  has  undergone  feveral  altera- 
tions lince  its  eftablifhment,  which  was  in  1794. 
At  firft  the  duty  was  laid  on  the  article  at  the 
rate  of  four  pence  halfpenny  per  pound,  but  the 
fmailnefs  of  the  receipts  being  attributed  to  frauds 
from  the  difficulty  of  knowing  the  quantity  ina^ 
nufadtured,  the  congrefs  laid  the  tax  on  the  mills, 
it  being  varied  from  one  hundred  and  forty  to 
two  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  according  to  the 
fize  and  kind  of  mill  ; and  the  produce  of  this 
tax  amounts  now  to  more  than  three  times  the 

E e 2 former 
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former  receipts.  The  drawback,  however,  of 
three  pence  halfpeny  per  pound  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  that  article  having  exceeded  the  produce 
of  the  tax,  it  was  plain  there  was  immenfe  fraud 
in  thefe  exports  ; and  the  legiflature  entirely  fuf- 
pended  that  tax  for  one  year,  in  the  feffion  of 
1796.  In  the  lafl:  feffion  but  one  they  re-efta- 
bliffied  the  tax  ; but  its  produce,  which  ffiould 
it  even  contiguë  tg  exift,  will  never  be  confider- 
able,  cannot  at  prefent  be  placed  on  the  fide  of 
the  receipts  of  the  revenue. 

The  law  which  laid  a duty  on  the  refining 
of  fugars  in  the  United  States,  pafled  in  the  be- 
ginning of  1 7Q4  ; but  the  duty  did  not  take  place 
till  the  ift  of  October  in  the  fame  year.  It  is 
one  penny  per  pound  on  the  fugar,  when  it  is 
refined  ; and  a drawback  is  allowed  of  two  pence 
halfpenny  per  pound  when  it  is  exported,  the  ad- 
ditional one  penny  halfpenny  being  the  amount 
of  the  duty  impofed  on  raw  fugars.  The  fame 
law,  with  a view  to  encourage  this  branch  of 
American  commerce,  impofes  a duty  of  two 
pence  per  pound  on  foreign  refined  fugars  im- 
ported into  the  ftates,  and  no  drawback  is  allowed 
on  the  re-exportation  of  fuch  fugars.  An  addi- 
tion of  a farthing  per  pound  has  been  lately  laid 
on  the  importation  of  raw  fugars,  and  an  ad- 
ditional halfpenny  per  pound  allowed  for  the 

exportation 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANÀÎ)A,  &C,  421 

exportation  of  raw  fugars  refined  in  the  ftates. 
In  1/Q5,  this  duty  produced  thirty-one  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  ; and  in  1 796, 
thirty-eight  thoufand  dollars— the  expences  of 
collections  which  amount  to  five  per  cent,  being 
deduCled. 

The  law  impofing  a duty  ,on  public  fales  alfo 
palled  in  1794.  This  duty  varies  from  a quarter 
of  a dollar  to  half  a dollar  on  effects  fold  to  the 
amount  of  a hundred  dollars;  in  1795  it  pro- 
duced thirty  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars;  in  1796)  thirty-three  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  dollars— the  expences  of  col- 
lection, which  amount  to  two  and  a half  per 
cent,  being  deducted.  Notwithftanding  the  pro- 
vifions  made  by  the  law  for  the  payment  of  this 
duty,  the  integrity  of  the  auctioneers,  who  are 
obliged  to  take  out  a licence,  is  its  only  gua- 
rantee. 

The  tax  on  retailers  of  wine  and  fpirituous 
liquors  was  alfo  impofed  by  a law  of  1 794  ; it  is 
five  dollars  per  annum  for  every  retailer  of  wine 
in  lefs  quantities  than  thirty  gallons,  and  of  fpi- 
rituous liquors  in  lefs  quantities  than  twenty  gal- 
lons. Public  houfes  are  exempt  from  this  tax. 
In  1795  it  produced  fifty-three  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  forty-feven  dollars  ; and  in  1 796, 
more  than  fifty-eight  thoufand  dollars — inde- 
E e 3 pendent 
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pendent  of  the  expences  of  collection,  which  are 
two  and  a half  per  cent. 

The  duty  on  carriages  was  alfo  firft  impofed 
in  the  fame  year  ; it  is  from  two  to  fifteen  dol- 
lars per  annum  on  each  carriage,  according  to  its 
kind;  in  1/Q5  it  produced  forty-one  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars  ; and  in 
179 6,  fifty-three  thoufand  two  hundred  dollars. 
The  expences  of  collection  amount  to  five  per 
cent. 

In  1 7QÔ  a caufe  was  determined  in  the  fupreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  on  a queftion  arifing 
out  of  this  tax.  The  conflitution  fays — that  no 
capitation  tax , nor  direct  tax,fhall  he  impofed  by 
congrefs , except  fuch  as  may  be  impofed  on  the  dif- 
ferent fates  in  proportion  to  their  federal  number . 
A perfon  refiding  in  Maryland  refufed  to  pay  the 
tax  on  carriages,  on  the  ground  that  it  wras  a 
direffi  tax , becaufe  it  was  levied  direCtly  on  the 
article  in  the  pofieffion  of  the  confirmer  ; whereas 
to  be  indireft,  it  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  perfons 
dealing  in  that  article.  The  counfel  for  the  per- 
fon appealing  from  the  tax  were  Mr.  Ingqlson, 
attorney-general  of  tire  ftate  of  Penniyl vania,  and 
Mr.  Gampb  ell,  a barrifter  of  Virginia  ; and  the 
counfel  for  the  government  were,  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton, and  Mr.  Lee,  attorney-general  of  the 
United  States  The  latter  gentlemen  main- 
tained, 
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tained,  that  the  tax  was  indirect,  inafmuch  as  it 
was  levied  upon  an  article  of  the  appellant’s  ex- 
penditure, and  not  on  his  revenue. 

The  term  direôî , ufed  as  it  is  in  the  paffage  of 
the  conftitution  above  cited,  is  fo  vague,  and  the 
writers  on  this  fubjeêl  have  given  the  term  fuch 
oppofite  interpretations,  that  the  arguments  on 
both  fides  were  allowed  to  be  of  equal  force* 
The  fupreme  court,  being  empowered  by  the 
conftitution  to  determine  upon  principles  of 
equity  as  well  as  law,  in  all  cafes  refulting  from 
different  conft mêlions  of  the  conftitution  or  the 
laws,  gave  judgment  in  favour  of  the  tax,  de- 
claring the  tax  on  carriages  to  be  an  indirect  tax  ; 
and  it  was  certainly  reafonable,  in  the  great 
doubt  the  judges  muft  feel  on  this  nice  queftion, 
they  ftiould  be  determined  by  the  neceffity  of 
making  this  branch  of  the  revenue  productive, 
efpecially  as  the  tax  affeêls  only  an  article  of 

The  five  laft  of  thefe  taxes  were  impofed  by 
laws  that  paffed  nearly  at  the  fame  period,  and 
are  to  ceafe  in  Auguft  1801. 

It  is  faid  that  the  taxes  on  public  fales,  and  on 
retailers  of  wine  and  fpirituous  liquors,  would 
be  difplaced  with  advantage  to  the  country  by  a 
fmall  increafe  of  the  duties  on  importation,  and 
on  wine,  and  on  the  diftilleries.  It  is  maintained 
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that  the  receipt  would  be  greater,  would  be 
without  additional  coft,  would  be  lefs  vexatious, 
and  would,  notwithftanding,  affeél  the  perfons 
who  pay  the  two  taxes  objected  to. 

Thefe  five  taxes  are  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Jive  new  taxes,  and  are  placed  under  the  fame 
heads  in  the  returns  of  the  fecretary  of  the  trea- 
fury. 

The  poft  office  is  in  the  hands  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  its  profits  form  a branch  of  the  revenue. 
It  was  in  1794  the  laft  law  was  pafied  relative  to 
the  adminiftration  of  this  department.  From 
the  lfi:  of  October  1789,  to  the  30th  of  June 
1791,  the  revenue  produced  by  the  poft  office 
amounted  to  four  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two  dollars,  from  the  lft  of  July  1 791,  to 
the  3 lft  of  December  1792,  to  fixteen  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  one  dollars  ; for  the  whole  of 
the  year  1793,  to  twenty-nine  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  for  1794,  to 
thirty-three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  dollars;  for  17Q5,  to  thirty- eight  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  ; and  for  1 79O, 
to  feventy-two  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  nine 
dollars.  This  branch  of  the  revenue  is  ftill  in- 
creafing  ; but  the  government,  prudently  extend- 
ing the  benefits  of  the  poft  to  places  at  prefent 
very  little  inhabited,  the  receipt  in  fuch  places 

does. 
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docs  not  even  pay  the  expences  of  conveying  the 
letters  to  and  from  them. 

Letters  are  carried  here,  as  in  England,  in 
coaches  or  diligences,  which  are  at  the  fame 
time  public  carriages  ; fo  that  the  government 
pays  lefs  for  the  conveyance  of  the  letters.  In 
roads  where  ftage-coaches  are  not  eftablifhed,  the 
letters  are  conveyed  on  horfeback. 

The  price  of  letters  is  three  pence  halfpenny 
for  a diftance  of  thirty  miles,  and  one  and  three 
pence  for  a diftance  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
miles.  Double  letters,  and  covers  enclofing  more 
than  one  letter,  pay  at  the  fame  rate  for  every 
letter.  Packets  weighing  one  ounce  pay  the  price 
of  four  letters.  Letters  coming  from  abroad, 
and  put  into  the  poft  office  at  the  port  where 
the  veflel  lands,  pay  two  pence  over  and  above 
the  poftage,  if  fent  to  any  other  part  of  the  United 
States. 

The  number  of  ihares  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  belonging  to  the  federal  govern» 
ment  was  five  thoufand,  whofe  dividends  pro- 
duced a hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  dollars  half 
yearly.  Two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  forty 
were  fold  during  the  laft  fix  months  of  1 796, 
towards  the  difcharge  of  loans,  whofe  period  of 
repayment  was  arrived.  The  return  of  the  fc- 
cretary  of  the  trcafury  makes  the  amount  of  the 

dividends 
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dividends  fot  thé  làft  half  year  of  1 79O,  forty-five 
thoufand  dollars. 

Patents  granted  by  thé  government  for  néw 
inventions,  and  privileges  to  authors  for  an  ex- 
clusive right  on  their  works,  alfo  produce  a re- 
venue to  the  United  States,  but  the  amount  has 
never  exceeded  fixteen  hundred  dollars,  and  in 
17Q9  was  no  more  than  twelve  hundred  and 
fixty. 

The  return  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury 
alfo  contains  the  receipts,  from  the  mint,  of  the 
coin  of  the  United  States  ; but  the  expences  of 
that  eftablifhment  are  placed  on  the  other  fide, 
and  greatly  exceed  the  receipts. 

The  produce  of  all  the  duties,  of  which  I have 
given  the  detail,  amounted,  in  1 796,  to  feven 
millions  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand 
and  one  dollars.  The  following  is  a ftatement 


of  their  refpedive  produce  ; 

Dollars.» 

Tonnage  arid  imports 

6,507,987 

Diftiltertes  - 

238,000 

Refining  of  fiigars 

38,000 

Public  fales 

33,045 

Retailers  of  wine  and  fpirituous  liquoi 

rs  58,000 

Carriages- 

53,800 

Carried  over 

6,988,833 
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Brought  forward 

Dollars. 

6,988,832 

Poll:  office  - 

72,909 

Dividends  on  the  lhares  of  the  bank 

125,000 

Patents  - 

1,260 

7, 188, 001* 

Although  it  is  probable  that,  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  prefent  war,  the  importation  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Weft  India  iflands,  deftined  for  re- 
exportation, will  be  reduced,  and  confequently 
the  duties  on  tonnage  diminifhed,  it  is  neve  r the - 
lefs  to  be  expected  that  the  total  amount  of  the 
revenue  will  not  be  lefs,  but  that  the  encreafe  of 
population  will  add  to  the  importation  a quan- 
tity at  leaft  equal  to  what  it  will  lofe  by  other 
circumftances.  But  in  the  ftatement  already 
made  of  the  fituàtion  of  the  finances  of  the 
United  States,  it  appears  that  the  revenues  fall 
Ihort  of  the  expenditure,  and  that  according  to 
the  loweft  eftimation,  it  will  require  an  annual 
augmentation  of  the  revenues  to  balance  the  ex- 
penditure of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars — that 

* The  fum  of  7, 183,001  dollars  is  the  a&ual  receipt  of  the 
year  1796  ; but  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  and  the  com- 
mittee of  finances  in  the  houfe  of  reprelentatives,  compute 
the  annual  revenue  at  no  more  than  6,200,600  dollars. 

is 
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is  to  fay,  if  even  the  prefent  duties  do  not  fail 
off  in  their  produce,  and  a war  with  an  Euro- 
pean power  might  reduce  therïi  almoft  to  no- 
thing. New  fources  of  revenue  muft  therefore: 
be  explored,  as  well  as  rigid  economy  pradifed  ; 
and  no  doubt  the  aid  of  the  latter  would  be  con- 
fiderable,  if  it  was  the  refult  of  an  enlightened 
and  comprehend ve  fyftem. 

The  congrefs,  in  the  feffion  which  ended  in 
the  month  of  March  laft,  laid  new  duties,  as  I 
have  before  obferved,  on  the  importation  of  raw 
fugars,  bohea  teas,  molafles,  cottons,  fugar-candy, 
and  cocoa,  with  an  addition  of  ten  per  cent  on 
all  thefe  articles  when  imported  in  foreign  veffels. 
It  does  not  appear  that  thefe  new  duties  are  cal- 
culated to  produce  more  than  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thoufand  dollars,  and  they  may  be  expeded 
to  fall  fhort  of  that  fum  ; for  it  is  well  known 
that  the  increafe  of  this  fort  of  taxes  at  once 
diminifties  confumption,  and  gives  encourage- 
ment to  fmuggling.  A duty  on  ftamps,  which 
was  calculated  to  produce  two  hundred  thoufand 
dollars,  was  impofed  in  the  laft  feffion,  and  a loan 
of  eight  hundred  thoufand  dollars  authorized. 

In  the  feffion  before  the  laft,  warm  debates 
arofe  on  a proportion  for  laying  a dired  tax  upon 
lands.  Independent  of  the  neceffity  there  is  at 
prefent  of  augmenting  the  revenues  of  the  United 

States, 
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States,  nothing  is  more  evident  than  the  propriety 
of  adopting  a mode  of  taxation  which  refts  upon 
folid  foundations*  whofe  produce  is  capable  of 
being  extended  according  to  the  demands  of  the 
ftate,  and  is  independent  of  the  fluctuations  to 
which  merchandize  is  fubjeCt;  and  no  tax  pof- 
fefles  thefe  qualities  in  the  fame  degree  as  a tax 
on  land.  The  feffion.  however,  pafied  away 
without  any  thing  being  done  in  this  important 
fubjeCt. 

To  judge  of  the  obftacles  to  which  fuch  a 
fcheme  would  be  fubjeCt*  it  is  neceffary  to  take 
a view  of  the  direCt  taxes  which  at  prefent  exift 
in  America.  The  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  in  a 
report  made  to  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives*  at 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1 79Ô*  on  the  practicability 
of  raifing  a direCt  tax  throughout  the  extent  of 
the  United  States*  gives  the  following  ftatement 
ot  the  different  modes  of  levying  taxes  in  ufe  in 
the  feveral  ftates  : 

“ A uniform  capitation  tax*  or  a direCl 
tax  on  perfons,  without  difcrimination  of  their 
property,  profeffion*  or  employment*  is  impofed 
m the  flates  of  Vermont*  New  Hampfhire,  Maf- 
fachufetts*  Rhode  Ifland*  GonneClicut,  North 
Carolina,  and  Georgia. 

The  amount  of  thefe  taxes  in  Vermont  and 
Georgia  is  not  known.  In  the  five  other  ftates 

it 
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it  is  from  two-ninths  to  four-ninths  of  the  total 
produce  of  the  taxes  of  thofe  ftates. 

“ In  none  of  the  other  ftates  is  this  fpecies  of 
tax  in  ufe  ; for  the  taxes  on  profeffions,  on  cer- 
tain clafles  of  people,  and  on  Haves,  cannot  be 
deemed  of  that  kind. 

2d.  In  the  ftates  of  Vermont,  New  Hamp- 
Aiire,  MafTachufetts,  Connecticut,  New  Jerfey, 
Fennfylvania,  and  Kentucky,  horfes  and  cattle 
are  taxed,  but  with  variations  and  exceptions. 
In  Virginia  horfes  only  are  taxed.  In  the  ftates 
of  Rhode  Ifland,  New  York,  Delaware,  and  Mary- 
land, capitals  and  farms  are  comprifed  in  the 
general  computation  of  taxable  property  ; in  other 
ftates  thefe  are  not  fubjeCt  to  any  tax. 

“ 3d.  In  the  ftates  of  New  York,  Rhode  Ifland, 
Delaware,  and  Maryland,  taxes  are  impofed  on 
the  general  mafs  of  property,  real  or  perfcnal, 
with  particular  exceptions  in  each  of  thefe  ftates  ; 
in  the  other  ftates,  taxes  are  impofed  only  upon 
fpecific  articles  of  property. 

^ 4th.  In  all  the  ftates,  excepting  Vermont 
and  Delaware,  land  is  taxed,  compriflng  the  lands 
uninclofed  and  uncultivated  ; and  there  is  reafon 
to  believe  that  the  fame  meafure  will  be  adopted 
in  the  two  latter  ftates. 

“ In  North  Carolina  lands  are  taxed  by  the 
quantity,  without  regard  to  their  nature  or  fpecies 

of 
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of  culture.  In  Kentucky  they  are  divided  into 
three  claffes,  according  to  their  quality,  but  each 
clafs  is  taxed  uniformly.  In  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  the  land  is  taxed  uniformly  by  diftriCts, 
cultivated  or  otherwife.  In  Virginia  it  is  taxed 
according  to  a permanent  computation.  In 
Maryland  and  New  Jerfey  the  relative  value  of 
the  lands  in  the  different  counties  and  diftriCts  is 
determined  by  the  law  ; and  in  thefe  diftriCts  the 
land  is  taxed  according  to  its  value,  never  ex- 
ceeding a certain  rate.  In  Pcnnfyl vania  the  land 
is  taxed  according  to  a valuation  made  every  three 
years.  In  Connecticut  all  the  lands,  with  the 
exception  of  fome  in  two  of  the  counties,  are 
taxed  according  to  the  nature  of  their  culture,  or 
the  kind  of  ftate  they  are'  in,  and  that  uniformly, 
without  regard  to  their  refpe&ive  value.  In 
Maffachufetts  and  New  Hampfhire  land  is  taxed 
according  to  its  produce,  or  the  annual  rent  or 
profit  it  is  fuppofed  to  bring.  In  the  ftate  of 
Vermont  lands  incloied  and  cultivated,  with  fome 
exceptions,  are  taxed  uniformly,  without  regard 
to  their  value  or  produce* 

“ 5th.  Capitals  employed  in  commerce  or 
manufacture  arc  taxed  in  different  ftates  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  each  ftate,  but  in  fome 
ftates  they  are  not  taxed. 

“ Oth.  Taxes  at  the  diferetion  of  the  afleffors 

on 
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on  the  computed  property  or  revenues  of  indi- 
viduals, are  permitted  in  different  degrees  and 
modifications  in  fome  of  the  ftates  ; in  others, 
all  the  taxes  are  impofed  upon  precife  objects, 
and  at  a certain  rate.” 

This  fketch  may  give  an  idea  of  the  difficulties 
which  the  Union  would  have  to  encounter,  as 
well  as  the  greater  part  of  the  individual  ftates, 
in  laying  a tax  on  land  with  equity  and  with 
fteadinefs  in  its  collection.  The  impofition  of 
it  would  give  offence,  like  all  new  taxes,  efpe- 
cially  of  a direCl  nature  ; but  more  efpecially 
among  a people  accuftomed  to  pay  very  little  in 
taxes.  Different  ftates  having  different  modes  of 
taxing  the  land,  and  fome  having  no  territorial 
impofition,  the  legiflature  of  the  Union  is  placed 
between  thefe  two  difficulties— either  to  adopt 
for  its  collodion  in  each  ftate  accuftomed  to  the 
tax  the  mode  eftabliffied  in  that  ftate,  and  to 
eftabliih  a new  mode  for  thofe  ftates  which  at 
prefent  have  no  fuch  tax,  which  would  make  the 
tax  bear  unequally;  or  to  eftabliih  a uniform 
mode  for  all  the  ftates,  which  being  contrary  to 
the  habits  and  prejudices  of  many  of  them,  would 
add  to  its  unpopularity,  and  render  its  produce 
ft  ill  more  uncertain.  To  which  difficulties  it  is 
to  be  added,  that  the  tax  being  deftined  to  the 
fervices  of  the  general  government,  muft  be 

collecfted 
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collected  by  the  officers  of  the  Union,  which 
mode  of  collection  would  be  attended  with  great 
expence.  The  committee  of  finances  in  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives,  who  laid  before  the  houfe  the 
propofition  for  this  tax,  eftimates  the  expenees  of 
collection  at  twenty-feven  and  a half  per  cent. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  popular  party, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  anti- fédérait  ft sy  in  the  houfe, 
gave  their  fapport  to  the  meafure,  perceiving 
that  the  eftablifhment  of  a direCt  tax  whofe 
weight  fhould  be  immediately  felt  by  every  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  would  probably  furniih 
fome  check  on  the  difpofition  they  afcribe  to  the 
government  of  fquandering  money  in  ufelefs  ex- 
pences.  The  federallfts  oppofed  the  plan,  and 
perhaps  were  not  uninfluenced  by  the  fame  rea- 
fons.  All  the  adherents,  however,  of  the  re- 
fpeCtive  parties  did  not  vote  with  their  leaders  on 
this  occafion.  Many  members  of  the  houfe 
were  guided  by  their  own  opinions  of  the  tax  ; 
and  thofe  opinions,  which,  no  doubt  flowed 
principally  from  a regard  to  the  public  welfare, 
were  in  fome  inftances  afcribed  to  private  conli- 
derations,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
perfons  voting. 

Before  I conclude  this  article  on  the  finances 
of  the  United  States,  I cannot  forbear  to  touch 
on  a point,  connected  with  the  opinion  I have  al- 

Vol.  IV.  F f ready 
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ready  exprciTed— that  the  ftates’  in  their  general 
legiflation  are  rather  occupied  with  the  means  of 
forcing  themfelves  into  the  rank  of  great  and 
powerful  nations  than  thofe  of  confolidating  their 
ftrength  and  increafmg  their  real  power*  Per- 
haps this  error  in  their  policy  is  the  natural  refult 
of  the  combination  of  circumflances  which  fur- 
round  them;  but  whatever  be  the  caufe,  it  re- 
tards their  progrefs  as  a nation,  which  can  be 
fe cured  only  by  their  effectual  independence* 
I have  in  view  chiefly  the  duties  on  articles  of 
importation,  which  1 think  were  not  calculated 
for  the  fituation  in  which  America  was  at  the 
time  of  their  being  eftabliflied,  nor  are  politic 
in  her  prefent  fituation  ; and  their  ill  effects  are, 

I believe,  already  evident.  If  we  look,  without 
prejudice  and  with  fufRcient  reflection,  at  the 
nature  of  thofe  duties,  wre  fee  they  are  rather 
contrived  to  increafe  the  revenues  of  the  general 
government — no  doubt  a legitimate  objedt  of  the 
taxes— -than  to  add  to  the  real  welfare,  or  to 
cultivate  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  confe- 
quently,  to  add  to  the  fecurity  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Union--— objeCls  finely  not  lefs  ne- 
ceflary  than  a tax.  The  fyftem  of  thefe  taxes  is 
evidently  dcfigned  to  give  encouragement  to  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  for  that  objcCt  merely  it  is  combined  -with 

foreflght* 
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fo relight.  But  commerce  is  only  a fecondary  ob- 
ject in  an  exteniive  continental  nation,  abound- 
ing with  uncultivated  lands.  The  more  im- 
portant objeCts  of  its  attention  are — the  cultiva- 
tion of  its  lands,  the  increafe  of  its  own  raw  pro- 
duce, and  the  eftablifhment  of  manufactures,  to 
make  it  independent  of  other  nations  for  all  the 

articles  of  the  firft  neceffitv.  Commerce  is  no 

•/ 

more  than  the  means  of  exchanging  a furplus  of 
produce  for  articles  that  a nation  cannot  produce 
or  manufacture.  If  it  proceeds  beyond  that 
point,  efpecially  in  a nation  in  its  infancy,  it  col- 
lects in  the  places  where  it  is  carried  on,  the 
population  which  would  otherwife  fpread  gene- 
rally, and  which  ought  to  be  employed  in  making 
the  country  generally  productive  ; while  it  tends 
to  fill  the  country  wfith  foreign  goods,  and  for  a 
long  time  retards  the  eftablifhment  of  manufac- 
tures at  home.  Fortunes  may  be  made  by  indi- 
viduals in  this  CGurfe  ; but  it  is  a courte  that  im- 
pedes the  progrels  of  a nation  to  independence 
and  profperity.  The  duties  on  importation  in 
the  United  States  appear  to  me  to  place  them  in 
this  fituation.  They  are  no  doubt  very  high  ; but 
as  there  are  few  manufactures  in  the  United 
States,  the  duties  do  not  at  all  prevent  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  merchandife,  which  turns  all 
die  difpofable  labour,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  to 
F f 2 navigation, 
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navigation,  for  the  introduction  of  foreign  mef- 
chandife  is  the  fupport  of  navigation,  and  enables 
it  to  afford  wages  for  labour  greatly  exceeding 
wh'at  can  be  given  by  agriculture.  The  dear- 
nefs  of  labour  alfo  oppofes  itfelf  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  manufactures,  which  are  attended  with 
difficulties  and  hazard,  even  in  countries  where 
labour  is  cheap.  The  money  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  produce  of  their  lands,  enriches  foreign 
nations,  efpecially  England,  with  whom  their 
commerce  is  the  moft  confiderable,  and  indeed 
to  whom  it  is  almoff  wholly  confined.  It  is  a 
real  tax  paid  by  America  to  England.  Part  of 
this  money,  indeed,  remains  in  the  hands  of  the 
American  merchants,  and  confequently  returns 
to  the  cultivator  of  the  lands,  but  the  greater 
part  enriches  a foreign  country. 

The  reader  will  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
truth  of  thefe  obfervations  by  the  following  com- 
parative view  of  the  amount  of  the  importation 
of  the  produce  of  the  United  States  into  England, 
and  the  importation  of  Englifh  merchandife  into 
the  United  States,  prefented  in  1 7QÔ,  to  the  houfe 
of  commons  in  England. 


Imports 


Imports  of  thefeveral  United  States  into  England. 

Years. 
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COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  EXPORTA- 
TION, TONNAGE,  &c. 

The  preceding  article  gives  a good  idea  of  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  as  far  as  ;a  judg- 
ment can  be  formed  from  the  entries  made  in 
the  cuftom-houfe  books. 

Another  way  of  judging  of  the  advantage  of  a 
commercial  intercourfe  between  two  fiâtes,  is 
the  value  of  bills  of  exchange.  Thofe  of  the 
United  States  drawn  upon  London,  at  fixty  days 
fight,  have  always  been  at  two  per  cent  at  leaft 
above  par,  except  in  the  month  of  November 
1 792  only,  when  they  were  at  par  ; and  fmee 
they  have  been  at  fix,  and  even  as  much  as  nine 
per  cent  above  par. 

The  balance  of  trade  may  be  fo  me  what  in  fa- 
vour of  the  United  States  in  their  dealings  with 
other  nations  ; but  that  is  a very  inefficient 
compenfation  lor  the  difadvantage  they  labour 
under  in  their  commercial  intercouric  with  Eng- 
land, and  that  folely  on  account  of  the  manu- 
factured articles  which  they  take  from  that 
country. 

This  fyftem,  fo  ruinous  to  the  fortunes  of  the 
American  people,  is  ftill,  more  prejudicial  to  its 
morals.  The  merchant  in  the  ports  of  America, 
who  receives  manufactured  goods  from  abroad, 

F f 4 naturally 
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naturally  endeavours  to  increafe  the  conftimption 
of  them,  fince  it  increafes  his  profit.  He  there- 
fore diffufes  them  in  the  interior,  and  as  far  as  he 
can  hope  to  find  a fale;  and  a tafte  for  foreign 
commodities  accompanies  their  introduction  into 
the  moft  diftant  provinces. 

There  is  no  point  of  the  United  States,  how- 
ever remote,  even  in  the  woods,  in  which  one 
ftore,  and  frequently  more,  may  not  be  found. 
There  are  eftabliftied  warehoufes  for  foreign 
goods,  which  are  emptied  and  filled  again  twice 
in  the  year,  and  of  wrhich  the  proprietors  make 
a rapid  fortune. 

The  home  manufactures  do  not  fuffice  alone 
to  fatisfy  the  tafte  for  luxury,  which  is  infpired 
by  the  fight  of  articles  more  elegant,  more  ftiowy, 
and  more  in  fafhion  in  the  great  towns 

A woman,  or  a young  lad,  would  be  afhamed 
to  appear  on  a Sunday  at  church,  without  a 
gown,  a waiftcoat,  or  a hat,  manufactured  in 
Europe,  for  which  they  pay  as  much  as  fixty  per 
cent  dearer  than  in  the  ihops  of  Philadelphia  or 
New  York. 

A tafte  for  luxury  leads  to  expenfive  habits, 
and  confequently  to  imprudence.  It  is  therefore 
an  obftacle  to  the  complete  happinefs  which  this 
nation  feems  deftined  by  nature  to  enjoy.  The 
introduction  of  thefe  foreign  commodities  into 

the 
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the  back-fettlements  may  be  compared  to  the  in- 
troduction of  rum  and  whifky  among  the  Indians. 
The  motive  is  the  fame,  and  produces  the  fame 
effects. 

The  abundant  importation  of  merchandife 
manufactured  in  England  into  the  United  States, 
naturally  proceeds  from  thofe  ftates  having  been 
habituated,  while  Englifli  colonies,  to  receive 
them  from  the  mother  country,  of  which  it  was 
the  intereft  to  keep  its  manufactories  conflantly 
at  work,  and  which,  from  its  being  the  feat  of 
power,  poffeffed  all  the  means  of  forcing  that 
importation. 

It  may  be  eafily  conceived  that,  after  the  re- 
volution, the  opulent  inhabitants  of  the  American 
cities,  muff  naturally  have  retained  their  tafte  for 
Englifli  fluffs  and  furniture,  and  the  habit  of 
uflng  them  ; and  that  it  was  the  intereft  of  the 
Englifli  merchants  to  encourage  that  habit  ; and 
this  it  was  the  more  eafy  for  them  to  do,  as  the 
old  American  houfes  having  been  ahnoft  all  dif- 
perfed  by  the  revolution,  the  American  merchants 
were  in  general  little  elfe  at  that  time  than  the 
agents  of  Englifli  houfes.  This  ftate  of  things  is 
then  what  it  could  not  fail  to  be,  fince  the  legif- 
lature  has  oppofed  no  obflacle  to  the  prevalence 
.of  habit  and  individual  intereft. 

With  more  wifdom  and  forefight,  it  feems 

that 
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that  the  government  of  the  United  States  would 
have  prohibited  all  articles  of  luxury"  manufac- 
tured abroad,  or  at  Jeaft  would  have  taxed  them 
as  high  as  circumftances  would  have  permitted, 
without  giving  too  great  encouragement  to  frnug-^ 
gling. 

Public  fpirit  effectually  prohibited  them,  dur- 
ing the  revolution  ; and  yet  every  one  was  then 
clothed,  although  many  hands  were  taken  away 
from  the  loom  by  military  fervice,  and  by  the 
uneafmefs  and  misfortunes  al  ways  attendant  upon 
war  ; and  the  population  is  now  nearly  double 
what  it  then  was.  Neceffity  would  immediately 
have  extended  domeftic  manufactories,  and  would 
have  led  to  the  fpeedy  eftablifhment  of  national 
ones. 

At  the  outfet  their  productions  would  have 
been  of  a coarfe  quality.  People  too  nice  to  be 
contented  with  them,  might  then  have  procured 
foreign  merchandize,  by  paying  double  or  treble 
their  real  value;  hut  ninety- nine  out  of  a hun- 
dred of  the  inhabitants  would  foon  have  accuf- 
tomed  themfelves  to  the  manufactures  of  the 
country,  fitice  it  would  not  have  been  eafy  for 
them  to  procure  the  produce  of  other  peoples’  la- 
bour. The  home  manufactories  w^ould  confe- 
quently  have  made  a rapid  advance  towards  per- 
fection» 

Navigation 
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Navigation  employing  fewer  hands,  agriculture 
would  have  had  more  at  its  difpofal.  The  in- 
creafe  of  cattle,  now  very  fcarce  in  America, 
would  have  been  one  of  the  confequences  of 
keeping  up  the  national,  domeftic,  and  other  ma- 
nufactures. 

The  Englifh,  French,  and  other  artifans,  now 
working  in  Europe  upon  the  merchandize  ex- 
ported to  America,  would  have  brought  their 
induftry  into  the  United  States,  where  they  w7ould 
have  obtained  a more  comfortable  livelihood. 

The  United  States  would  have  reafon  to  fear, 
that  the  prohibition  of  foreign  merchandize  in 
their  ports  would  have  prevented  their  own  pro- 
duce from  finding  an  outlet.  The  productions 
of  the  United  States  are  articles  of  the  firfl:  ne- 
ceffity  ; and  feveral  of  them  are  to  be  found  only 
within  their  territory. 

As  to  their  navigation,  their  fifheries  alone 
would  have  been  a nurfery  for  more  feamen  than 
they  will  foon  have  occafion  for,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
in  order  to  man  their  veflels  of  war  ; and  their 
commerce  would  not  have  been  therefore  an- 
nihilated. No  doubt,  it  would  have  been  lefs 
brilliant  th4.11  we  have  feçn  it  for  fome  years, 
but  it  would  have  been  more  folid. 

America  -would  have  had  lets  credit  abroad  ; 
hut  that  credit  is  her  ruin.  She  would  have 

had 
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had  lefs  fiâitious  riches  ; but  would  have  pof- 
fiefifed  more  real  wealth.  Fewer  emigrants  from 
other  countries  would  have  come  to  her  with  a 
view  of  making  fortunes  ; but  fhe  would  have 
received  a much  greater  proportion  of  the  labori- 
ous claffes  of  the  community.  Thofe  fortunes 
which  give  fuch  fallacious  indications  of  pros- 
perity, are  all  made  at  the  expence  of  America  ; 
they  carry  away  the  money,  and  leave  there  no- 
thing but  European  habits*  I had  almoft  faid 
vices. 

The  real  balance  of  trade  would  have  been  in 
her  favour  ; and  it  has  been  feen  how  much  it  is 
againft.  her.  She  would  have  had  fewer  /pecula- 
tions and  {peculators,  but  better  morals  ; a lefs 
fplendid  difplay  of  luxury,  but  more  republican 
infritutions.  The  intercourfe  with  foreign  na- 
tions would  have  been  lefs  expenfive  ; but  find- 
ing vnthin  herfelf  the  means  of  fupplying  all  her 
wants,  fhe  would  have  been  more  independent. 
In  a word,  fhe  would  have  acquired  every  year 
an  increafe  of  fubftantial  enbonpoint  ; whereas, 
that  on  which  fhe  boafts,  and  on  which  fhe  is 
congratulated,  is  nothing  but  a bloated  appear- 
ance of  corpulence.- 

No  doubt  the  cuftomhoufe  would  have  pro- 
duced lefs  to  the  national  treafury,  but  dire# 
taxes  would  eafily  have  fupplied  the  deficiency  ; 

and 
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and  if  the  United  States  had  followed  this  fyftem 
from  the  time  of  the  revolution,  their  own  in- 
d^ftry  would  have  been  almoft  adequate  to  their 
wants  ; whereas  at  prefent  they  cannot  do  with* 
out  the  affiilance  of  foreigners,  except  in  the 
manufacturing  of  hats  and  leather,  of  which  the 
raw  materials  are  the  produce  of  their  own 
country. 

They  are  dependent  ; and  that  dependence 
which  arifes  from  their  wants,  and  which  will 
always  increafe  in  proportion  as  luxury,  already 
at  a great  height  in  America,  Dial l be  carried 
higher  frill,  may  have  an  influence  upon  the 
political  determinations  of  the  United  States; 
and  may  lead  them  into  great  errors,  and  to  the 
adoption  of  meafures  fooner  or  later  prejudicial 
to  their  interefh 

Several  manufactories  of  fail -cloth  have  been 
eftablifhed  in  the  United  States  with  tolerable 
fuccefs,  but  have  been  carried  to  no  great  extent. 
Every  year  alfo  fome  fpinning  eftablifhments, 
and  even  cotton  manufactories,  are  attempted  to 
be  fet  on  foot;  but  the  following  year  they  are 
fure  to  fall  ; for  no  other  reafon  than  the  high 
price  of  labour,  which  is  itfelf  a confequence  of 
the  general  fyftem  of  taxation. 

I have  fpoken  of  the  exports  of  the  different 
Hates  of  the  federal  union,  in  proportion  as  my 

travels 
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travels  have  carried  me  into  thofe  different  Hates* 
and  more  or  lefs  in  detail,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  information  that  I was  able  to  procure. 
The  exports  of  the  general  commerce  of  Ame- 
rica are  the  refult  of  thofe  of  the  particular  Hates. 
Here  follow  the  totals,  as  prefented  annually  to 
the  congrefs  by  the  fecretary  of  the  treafary. 

It  was  only  from  the  ifl  of  September  1 780, 
that  an  exaét  amount  was  taken  of  them,  that 
of  the  preceding  years  being  imperfedl.  In  ac- 
counts of  this  fort,  the  year  begins  on  the,  lfi  of 
October,  and  ends  on  the  30th  of  September  fol- 
lowing. 

Amount  of  the  Exports  of  the  United  States . 

1791,  — 19,012,040  dollars* 

1792,  — 20,753,097 

1793,  — 26,109,572 

1794,  — 33,026,233 

1795,  — 47,980,472 

1796, — 67,064,097 

This  fiatement  exhibits  a progreffive  augmen- 
tation, fuch  perhaps  as  never  exified  in  any  coun- 
try in  fo  iliort  a fpace  of  time.  But  this  is  the 
place  to  repeat  what  I have  faid  as  often  as  I have 
had  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  of  the  exports  of 
different  Hates,  that  any  one  would  be  grofsly 

deceived 
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deceived  who  fliould  judge  of  the  increafe  of  the 
produce  and  refources  of  the  United  States  by 
this  enormous  augmentation  of  their  exports. 

The  exports  confift, 

1 . Of  the  productions  of  the  country,  which, 
although  increafed  in  quantity  to  a certain  de*  ■ 
erree,  have  rifen  much  more  in  value  ; fome  forty 
per  cent,  others  a hundred,  two  hundred,  and 
even  more.  This  is  owing  to  the  wants  of  Eu* 
rope,  exhaufted  by  the  war  in  which  it  has  been 
engaged.  The  value  then  of  thefe  exports  is  far 
from  being  an  exaCl  reprefentaticn  of  the  real 
wealth  of  the  country,  which  can  only  be  the  re* 
fuit  of  an  increafe  in  the  quantity  of  its  produce. 

2.  The  war,  in  which  all  the  commercial 
powers  have  been  engaged  for  five  years  more  or 
lefs,  keeps  their  trade  in  a ftatte  of  almoft  total 
ftagnation.  The  United  States  are  a kind  of 
temporary  depot  of  the  produce  of  all  countries,- 
and  of  many  of  their  colonies,  where,  before  the 
war,  American  veffels  had  not,  by  a great  deal, 
fo  extenfive  a permiffion  to  trade.  Foreign  pro* 
duce  is  therefore  brought  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  in  much  greater  quantities  than 
their  confumption  requires,  and  in  much  greater 
quantities  alfb  than  it  would  be  if  Europe  were 
at  peace. 

The  commodities  over  and  above  the  con- 
tain ption 
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fiimption  of  the  United  States  are  re-exported, 
and  fupply  the  different  fiâtes  of  Europe  and 
their  colonies. 

This  increafed  exportation  is  then,  in  this  point 
of  view,  a very  uncertain  indication  of  the  real 
increafe  of  the  wealth  of  the  United  States,  fmce 
it  does  not  depend  upon  the  produce  of  their  foil, 
and  neither  is  nor  can  be  lafling,  A comparifon 
of  the  quantity  of  the  produce  of  the  foil  of  the 
United  States  exported  annually,  during  fix  years, 
will  furnifh  an  inconteflible  proof  of  the  truth  of 
the  foregoing  obfervations. 

It  is,  again,  from  the  accounts  prefented  to 
congrefs  by  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  that  I 
have  made  out  this  flatement. 


Account 


Account  of  the  Ex  fort s of  the  principal  Articles  cf  the  Produce  of  the  United  Staley  for  the  Tears  1791,  1792, 
17939  *794>  iyÿSi  and  1.796 • 


MERCHANDIZE. 


Potafh  and  pearlafh 
Fifli,  dried  and  fmbked,  — v 
Ditto,  fait'  — < 

Whale  and  other  fifli  oil  ' — 

Spermaceti  oil  — » — 

Whalebone  • — — 

(Spermaceti  candles  — 

Leaf  tobacco  — “ — ’ 

Manufactured  tobacco"  — 

Linfeed'  — ' — ” 

Wheat . — - — ' ' * 

Cori)  of  other  lcinds  * — 

Flour  ' ' — ' 

Ditto  of  rye,  maize,  and  buck-wheat 
Sea  bifeuic  — — • 

Ditto  — — - 

Rice  - - — 

peef,  pork,  bacon  -r- 

jiutter  — — . — 

fcheefe  -,  — 

priions  and' potatoes  — — 

Horned  cattle  — - ‘ -r- 

Horfes  and  JÆûles  — 


Shoes  and  boots  — - 

fallow  — * — 

Candles  — _ 

Naval  flores,  pitch,  turpentine,  rofin,  tar 


— — Barrels, 

— Barrels,  from  50  to  60  pounds'. 
‘ — Gallons,  reckoned  at  4 quarts 

— ■'  " — '4i  Gallons 

— — Pounds 

Bodies,  from  30  to  60  poiinds, 
Cafks,  from  1,000  to  1,200  pound! 

— '* ; — — Pounds 

— — Tons, 

— Bufhel?  of  64  pounds! 
— Barrels  of  180  pounds. 


6,3*54 

383,23; 

57j4z-1 

447>32! 

Î 24*829 

Ù60 

' 96,81 
58,492 

,018.339 

2,046, 


— — Regs. 

— ’ Tierces  pf  600  pounds. 

— Barrels  of  180  pounds 
Firkins,  from.  56  to  io<5  pounds. 

— — : Quintals. 

— Barrels. 

— Numbers 

— ~ Ditto. 

— T”  Ditto. 

— — > Pounds, 

g Pairs. 

— f&sr  i Pounds^ 
Boxes  frpm  30  to  60  pounds. 

— Barrels  Of  300  pounds. 
Tons  of  2,200  pounds. 

- “ ^ M 


fi79i 


■ 5>424 
7,528 
3l7.I9S 


'793 


364.899 


112,428 
127,916 
52,381 
853,790 

1,291,465 

824,464 
73, 252 
80,986 
37,64S 
141,762 

761 

1,259 
131,841 
4,55- 
6,557 
33,444 

I,602 

19,536 
9,2S4 

3,997 
146,909 
3,633 

858,996  vy3l*v  y 
138,328  1,70*6,6005 


6,1.  7 
372,825 
45,440 
5 1 2,780 
140,056 

5,875 

509,947 

>73,343 
5 1,708 
,450,575 
■3  54,5  76 

>074,639 

97,815 

76,653 
43,306 
1 34,6  n 

I4I2 

289,747 

3,728 

5,7i8 

21,998 

978 


16,269 

309,366 

9,857 

Bte 

693,299 


1794: 


i 7, >9 
418,907 
36,801 
970,628 
82,493 

313,467 

80)158 

56,785 

38,620 

696,797 

,727,648 

828,405 

53,78 

•68,479 

4°>9 

102,026 

156,072 

36,932 

. 5,769 

786,19: 

3»49: 

3,445 

I4’99° 

53, 140 
74^,853 
99, 

i^r 

7M56 

39**997 

»°  Ü 


1,176,6 
164,0, 
0,664  308,3 


58,55' 

141,273 

1,187,83 


7X>33 
37»462 
138,526 
201,133 
28,389 
2 3 A3* 
695>559 


49*5  7 
28,61 


I796> 


l8|,065 

167,526 

34,065 

*7>3S* 

057,000 


^,993 

16,064 

1273044 

187,403 


771,776  915,635 
3,1 11,921 6,106,729 
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Upon  examining  this  ftatement  with  atten- 
tion, it  will  be  feen, 

1 . That  the  quantity  of  wheat  exported  from 
the  United  States  is  diminilhed,  and  that  the 
increafe  in  the  exportation  of  flour,  proceeding 
from  the  great  number  of  mills  that  have  been 
fucceflively  ereéled,  and  in  that  of  fea-bifcuit, 
does  not  by  a great  deal  compenfate  the  decreafe 
in  the  exportation  of  wheat.  This  decreafe,  for 
which  I have  met  with  no  one  who  could  give 
me  a reafon  completely  fatisfadlory,  is  owing,  in 
part,  to  the  ravages  committed  in  feveral  ftates 
by  the  Hefllan  fly,  which  has  made  it  neceflary 
to  abandon  the  cultivation  of  wheat,  and  in  part 
to  the  great  quantity  of  land  laid  down  in  pafture. 
But  I muft  again  repeat,  that  the  difference  in 
the  exportation  of  wheat  is  too  great  to  be  ex- 
plained in  this  manner,  efpecially  as  in  many 
new  fettlements,  corn  is  cultivated  at  leaf!:  dur- 
ing the  firft  years  ; and  as  in  many  parts  of  Vir- 
ginia, Carolina,  and  Maryland,  the  cultivation  of 
wheat  has  very  generally  fuperfeded  that  of  to- 
bacco and  indigo. 

The  confumption  may  be  increafed  in  the  great 
towns  by  the  increafe  of  their  population  ; and 
alfo  in  fome  of  the  back  fettlements,  where, 
owing  to  a want  of  corn-mills,  the  ufe  of  wheat- 
flour  was  formerly  almoft  unknown.  But  this 
Vol.  IV.  G g increafe 
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increafe  of  confumption  cannot  be  very  great  ; 
for  in  almofc  every  part  of  the  United  States 
wh^re  wheat  is  cultivated,  the  inhabitants  live 
upon  rye-bread,  and  {till  more  commonly  upon 
maize  or  Indian-corn. 

2.  That  the  exportation  of  other  com,  that  is 
to  fay,  rye,  barley,  &c.  is  alfo  diminifhed.  This 
is  owing  to  the  increafed  confumption  of  the 
diftilleries,  which,  though  checked  of  late  by  the 
high  price  of  grain,  has  neverthelefs  been  very 
confiderable  during  the  laft  fix  years. 

.3.  It  will  be  feen  that  the  exportation  of  leaf 
tobacco  is  very  much  diminifhed,  and  that  this 
diminution  is  not  compenfated  by  the  great  in- 
creafe of  manufactured  tobacco;  becaufe  it  is 
true,  as  I have  obferved  in  my  account  of  the 
fouthern  liâtes,  that  the  cultivation  of  tobacco  is 
exceedingly  clecreafed. 

4.  That  the  increafe  of  culture  has  been  di- 
rected to  that  of  vegetables,  onions,  and  pota- 
toes, and  that  it  is  confiderable  ; and  that  it  Has 
taken  a Hill  greater  turn  towards  artificial  mea- 
dows, or  what  are  called  grazing  farms.  The 
enormous  difference  between  the  progreffive  ex- 
ports from  1791  to  179Ô,  of  cheçfe,  butter,  tal- 
low, candles,  and  manufactured  fhoes,  is  a proof 
of  it  ; although  it  is  true  that  the  tanneries  of 
the  United  States  import  a great  quantity  of  raw 
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hides  from  that  part  of  St.  Domingo  which  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  Spaniards. 

5.  It  will  alfo  be  remarked;  that  the  produce 
of  the  filheries  is  much  increafed  in  the  laft  fix 
years  ; but  the  greater  part  of  this  produce,  fo 
confiderably  augmented  in  quantity,  is  in  itfelf  of 
little  value,  excepting  the  whale  fifhery  ; and  al- 
though the  amount  of  its  whole  value  exceeds 
that  of  the  value  of  produce  diminifhed  in  quan- 
tity, the  increafe  is  hardly  of  any  account  in  the 
immenfe  progreffion  of  the  general  value  of  the 
exports,  which  was  eftimated  at  nineteen  millions 
twelve  thoufand  and  forty  dollars  in  1791,  and 
at  fixty-feven  millions  fixty-four  thoufand  and 
ninety-feven  dollars  in  1 7QÔ. 

The  following  account  of  the  exportation  of 
foreign  produce  will  prove  how  much  of  the  in- 
creafe in  the  exports  of  the  United  States  is  owing 
to  that  branch  of  commerce* 
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I fhall  add  to  this  an  amount  of  the  drawback 
upon  the  re-exportation  of  foreign  produce  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  in  the  courfe  of 
the  years  17y3,  1794,  1795  ; I was  not  able  to 
procure  one  of  the  two  preceding  years*  nor  of 
the  year  17QÔ. 

I do  not  pretend  to  give,  by  this  fortement,  a 
precife  idea  of  the  confumption  of  foreign  pro- 
duce in  the  United  States;  becaufe  goods  being 
intitled  to  the  right  o f a drawback  for  a whole 
year  after  they  have  been  entered  in  the  cuftom- 
houfe  books,  it  fometimes  happens  that  articles 
which  have  paid  the  duties  in  one  year,  and 
which  are  included  in  the  receipts  of  that  year? 
are  not  re-exported  till  the  year  after. 

The  following  account,  however,  will  afford 
an  idea  generally  true,  of  the  confumption  of 
that  produce  ; and  it  will  fhew,  that  the  con- 
fumption of  colonial  commodities  is  little  aug- 
mented in  the  United  States,  while  that  of  ar- 
ticles manufactured  in  England  is  confiderably 
increafed. 
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Account  of  the  Duties  paid \ upon  certain.  Articles  of  foreign  Produce , and  of 
the  Drawbacks  paid  upon  their  re-exportation,  for  the  years  1793,  1794, 
and  1/95. 
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No  doubt  this  increafe  in  the  exports  gives  a 
great  increafe  of  activity  to  trade  : no  doubt,  alfo 
the  rife  of  the  price  of  commodities  is  another 
augmentation  of  wealth  ; but  it  can  only  be  con- 
fidered  as  temporary.  This,  perhaps,  is  the  place 
to  fay  a few  words  concerning  the  nature  and 
pofition  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 

As  long  as  the  United  States  were  Englifli 
colonies,  their  trade  was  regulated  by  the  intereft 
and  ambition  of  the  mother  country,  and  could 
only  be  confidered  as  a branch  of  the  Englifli 
commerce.  This  is  nearly  the  cafe  with  Ireland 
at  prefent. 

The  accounts  prefented  to  the  Englifli  Par- 
liament, which  will  be  found  hereto  annexed,  of 
the  imports  and  exports  of  the  ftates  of  America, 
during  the  laft  twelve  years  that  they  were  Eng- 
lifli colonies,  will  prove  how  great  has  been  the 
increafe  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
fince  that  period. 

Yet  if  they  be  compared  with  an  account  of 
the  commerce  carried  on  between  the  United 
States  and  England,  from  1792  to  17Q5,  inferred 
in  the  preceding  part  of  this  volume,  it  will  alfo 
prove  how  much  the  imports  of  the  Englifli 
manufactures  into  the  United  States  have  aug- 
mented, fmce  the  latter  became  independent. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  augmentation  m 
G g 4 the 
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the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  conse- 
quently their  independence,  which  may  be  con- 
fldered  as  the  principal  caufe  of  it,  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly advantageous  to  England,  who  never- 
theless confiders  their  emancipation  as  an  in- 
jury, and  would  not  be  forry  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  her  revenge. 

I am  far  from  thinking,  however,  that  France, 
on  being  made  fenfible  of  this  truth,  ought  to 
regret  for  a moment  the  efforts  fhe  made  to  affift 
North  America  in  obtaining  the  acknowledgment 
of  her  independence.  Thofe  efforts,  even  though 
the  United  States  may  be  in  general  forgetful  of 
them  at  this  moment,  are  neverthelefs  one  of 
the  moil  honourable  traits  of  French  generofity. 
Befides,  France  has  had  a Share  in  the  trade  of 
the  United  States,  which  fhe  would  never  have 
had,  if  they  had  remained  fubjeét  to  England; 
a lhare  which,  with  better  conduct,  fhe  might 
have  rendered  much  greater  ftill,  and  which, 
with  rational  principles,  fhe  may  no  doubt  here- 
after increafe.  In  a word,  thefe  great  fervices 
rendered  by  France  will,  as  long  as  there  is  any 
gratitude  in  the  United  States,  leave  in  the  minds 
of  their  inhabitants  an  inclination  for  the  friend- 
ship and  alliance  of  France,  which  all  the  in- 
trigues of  England  can  only  fufpend  for  a time. 
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Account  of  the  Value  of  the  Imports,  from  America  into  England , for  eleven  Years ■;  as  prefcnted  to  the 
Britijh  Parliament. 


i763-_ 

1764. 

1765- 

1766. 

i767- 

1 768. 

1769. 

I77°- | 

,I77I- 

1772. 

>773-. 

New  England  . . . 

New  York  _ . . . 

Pennfylyaniâ  . . . , 

Virginia  and  Maryland 
Carolina 

£■ 

7 *.253 
S39ss 
38,228 
64.2,294. 
382,366 

£■ 

9M93 
53  697 
36,258 
559, 40S 

3+r.7*7 

:.f-6  9 

54-95 

»5.H 

595.67 

385.91 

£■ 

146,318 
67,020 
26,851 
460,754 
8 292,519 

£■ 

.32,694 

61,422 

37,64' 

437,926 

395,02-7 

£■ 

150,898 

87,"  5 

59,406 

406,048 

£■ 

133,788 

70,466 

26,11. 

361,892 

387,114 

£■ 

154,398 

69,882 

435,094 

278,967 

15^,218 

95,875 

57^848 

420,311 

£• 

132,082 

^,707 

20,133 

528,404 

425,923 

£■ 

128,003 

76,246 

36,652 

589,803 

456»S*3 

Totals  . . 

!,l88,l29 

1,083,683 

1,122,38 

6 992,462 

1,064,716 

i,oii,575 

979,371 

966,390 

'i, 283, 867 

1,198,249 

1,087,2.7, 

Account  of  the  Value  of  the  Exports  from 

England  to  America  for  the  Janie  eleven  Years. 

COLONIES; 

YEARS. 

i763- 

1 764. 

376  5- 

1 176b. 

1767. 

176S.  | 

1 7 b 9 - 

1770. 

1771. 

1 772- 

,7  773- 

New  England  . . . 

New  York  . . . . 

Pennfylvania  . . . . 

Virginia  and  Maryland. 
Carolina  . . . . 

258,854 
238,560 
284,152 
5 5 5»39 1 
250,132 

£■ 

462,573 
5'5>4iû 
435, T9' 
5.5,192 
305,808 

£■ 

45  S>52( 
380.34! 
363,361 
383,22, 
334.701 

£■ 

> 404.727 

} 330,829 
307. 3'4 
4 '370,548 
>|  096,732 

42^067 
4' 7,957 
371,830 
437,628 
244,093 

£■ 

40.6,549 

482,930 

432,107 

475,954 

289,868 

^>75 

74,918 

19g, 909 
488,362 
306,600 

£■ 

400,511 

» 

7,7,782 

146,273 

fJo- 

728,744 

920,326 

469,169 

826,394 

343»97° 

507.909 

793.910 

£■  „ 
509,184 

289,214 

,426448 

308,904 

344,159 

Totah  . . 

1,587,089 

2,234,I?0 

I«9>9.I7' 

61,752,150 

.,892,575 

2,107,408 

1,284,464 

.,875,438 

4,131,979 

2,921,793 

»,.9t7j912 

Total  of  the  Importa  for  n Years,  12,291,03g 
Freight,  Infurance  and  Profit  at 

12  per  ceht  . i,474»924 


Average  for  a Year  . 
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251,451  = 5,563,0042  dollars. 


Total  of  the  Exports 23,734,164 

Freight,  Infurance  and  Profit,  at 

12  per  cent 1 2,848,099 

26,582,263 

Average  for  a Year  * . 2,416,569= 
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It  was  at  the  peace  by  which  England  acknow- 
ledged their  independence,  that  the  United  States 
began  to  trade  under  their  own  colours.  But 
the  great  diftrefs  in  which  they  were  left  by  the 
war,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  confederacy,  ren- 
dered their  commerce  ftill  very  precarious. 

Each  ftate  had  its  particular  laws,  prohibitions, 
and  regulations. 

Some  of  them  ftiut  their  ports  againft  certain 
foreign  merchandize,  to  which  others  opened 
theirs. 

% 

The  laws  and  the  cuftomhoufe  rates  changed 
every  year,  according  to  momentary  confidera- 
tions  ; and  the  moft  natural  refait  of  this  order 
of  things  was,  an  aétive  rivality  and  jealoufy  be- 
tween the  different  ftates.  It  is  then,  properly 
fpeaking,  fmee  the  adoption  of  the  new  confti- 
tution,  that  the  name  of  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  may  be  given  to  the  commerce  of 
the  different  ftates  of  North  America. 

The  firft  caiife,  however,  of  the  increafed  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  may  be  carried  as 
far  back  as  the  end  of  the  year  1/84.  At  that 
period,  an  order  of  the  king  of  France  in  council, 
opened  to  their  ftiips  three  ports  in  St.  Domingo, 
whither  they  were  allowed  to  carry  fait  fifh, 
upon  paying  a fmall  duty.  This  order  alfo  au- 
thorifed  the  adminiftrators  of  the  ifland  to  permit 

the 


4 58 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


the  importation  of  their  flour,  whenever  occafion 
might  require  it.  The  American  fliips,  till  then, 
had  only  had  permiffion  to  carry  timber  and  live 
ftock  to  St.  Domingo,  and  that  only  into  a Angle 
port.  They  were  reftriCled  by  the  new  order,  as 
they  were  before,  from  taking  any  thing  in  ex- 
change except  fyrups  and  molaffes.  According, 
then,  to  the  letter  of  the  ediCt,  their  returns 
could  be  of  no  great  value  ; but  the  admiffion 
of  American  fliips  into  three  ports  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, gave  a greater  facility  to  fmuggling,  of 
which  they  did  not  fail  to  avail  themfelves. 

The  Englilh,  it  is  true,  carried  Jamaica  fagar 
and  coffee  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  ; 
but  they  were  without  competitors,  and  fold 
them  at  a high  price. 

-The  wants  of  the  United  States  required  a 
much  greater  quantity  than  they  received  from 
England,  and  their  intereft  ftimulated  them  to 
procure  it  in  a direft  way. 

Flour  and  dry  goods  were  fraudulently  intro- 
duced into  the  ifland.  Raw  fugar  and  coffee 
were  fraudulently  exported^  and  the  returns  be- 
gan to  be  of  fome  importance,  though  ftill  much 
reftridted  in  quantity,  by  the  illegality  of  the 
means  made  ufe  of  to  obtain  them. 

But  this  traffic  foon  ceafed  to  be  illicit.  The 
violent  fhock  which  the  revolution  gave  to  the 

manufactures 
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manufactures  and  commerce  of  France,  forced 
her  to  open  the  ports  of  her  colonies  to  the  veffels 
of  neutral  powers. 

From  that  moment  the  Americans  engroffed 
all  the  commerce  of  the  French  colonies,  which 
they  were  fo  well  fituated  to  carry  on,  and  which 
promifed  them  fuch  confiderable  profits. 

The  others  powers  of  Europe  which  had  alfo 
colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  being  almoft  all 
fucceftively  engaged  in  the  wrar,  opened  the  ports 
of  their  colonies  in  like  manner  to  the  Americans, 
or  at  leaft  confiderably  diminifhed  their  prohi- 
bitive regulations. 

Thus  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  had 
the  victualling  of  the  Weft  India  ifiands,  as  well 
as  an  exclufive  trade  with  the  French  and  Dutch 
colonies,  not  only  in  provifions,  but  alfo  in  com- 
modities of  every  kind.  Their  fhips  were  freight- 
ed to  carry  Weft  India  produce  to  Europe,  and 
to  bring  back  in  return  the  articles  necefiary  for 
the  confirm ption  both  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  thofe  fame  colonies. 

The  new  conftitution  of  the  United  States 
was  eftabliftied  at  the  moment  when  the  French 
revolution  began,  and  fhortly  after  the  new  fyl- 
tem  of  American  finances  was  adopted.  The 
confequent  creation'  of  ftock  of  different  kinds, 
the  putting  up  of  land  to  fale,  and  the  efta- 

biifhment 
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blifhment  of  banks,  opened  a vaft  field  to  fpecu- 
lation,  and  to  commercial  enterprife.  The  ftate 
of  Europe  favoured  thofe  enterprifes  ; they  were 
extended,  and  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
foon  reached  the  Baft  Indies,  China,  and  every 
part  of  the  known  world.  Its  profits  have  been 
confiderable. 

Such  is  the  brief  hiftory  of  the  rapid  and 
enormous  increafe  of  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  ; but  it  is  precifely  from  the  rapidity  of 
thatimmenfe  increafe,  that  wfe  may  prognofticate 
the  fhortnefs  of  its  duration. 

The  profperity  of  a nation’s  commerce  cannot 
be  durable,  unlefs  it  be  founded  upon  a iolid 
b^fis  ; and  the  folid  bafis  of  a nation’s  commerce 
is  the  produce  of  its  foil,  of  its  manufactures,  and 
of  its  colonies,  when  it  has  any.  Thefe  are  its 
only  permanent  riches,  thofe  of  which  it  alone 
can  difpofe  ; its  produce,  and  the  commodities  it 
receives  in  exchange,  are  the  natural  limits  of  its 
trade. 

If  Ü nation  by  extraordinary  circumftances, 
unconnected  with  its  internal  profperity,  fuch, 
for  inftance,  as  thofe  occafioned  by  the  troubles 
and  tranfient  misfortunes  of  other  nations,  take 
a flight  far  beyond  its  natural  means,  and  much 
above  the  fituation  in  which  it  is  placed  by  its 
own  refources,  its  j.  rofperity  cannot  be  of  long 
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duration.  A change  in  external  circumftances 
mult  fpeedily  bring  it  back  to  the  ftate  affigned 
to  it  by  the  extent  or  the  mediocrity  of  its  wealth. 
Such  is  the  fituation  of  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  which  the  troubles  of  Europe 
have  rendered  flourifhing,  but  which  the  return 
of  tranquillity  will  reduce  to  its  priftine  ftate. 

If  the  European  powers,  engaged  in  a terrible 
war,  forced  to  devote  all  their  means  to  it,  in- 
capable of  going  themlelves  to  fetch  the  articles 
they  ftand  in  need  of  from  foreign  ports,  nay, 
even  incapable  of  victualling  their  colonies,  and 
of  receiving  the  produce  of  them  in  a direCt  wTay  ; 
if  the  European  powers  have  been  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  leaving  to  neutral  flags  the  trade  which 
they  could  not  undertake  themfelves,  does  it  fol- 
low that  they  have  abandoned  it  to  them  en- 
tirely ? Is  it  not  certain  that  they  will  haften  to 
refume,  as  foon  as  they  are  able,  the  trade  which 
naturally  belongs  to  them,  flnce  they  have  within 
themfelves  the  means  of  carrying  it  on  ? 

In  matters  of  commerce  a nation  gives  up  to 
others  only  what  it  cannot  undertake  itfelf,  and 
even  fuppofmg  that  it  grants  them  momentary 
advantages,  it  is  folely  with  a view  to  its  own 
intereft  ; it  will  withhold  them,  as  foon  as  it 
perceives  that  its  intereft  is  injured  by  this  con* 
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ceiïion.  Political  confi  derations,  or  a friendly 
alliance  can  alone  induce  them  to  act  otherwife. 

We  are  not  yet  arrived  at  the  period  when 
nations,  discovering  their  own  kite  reft  in  a greater 
generality  of  principles,  will  by  general  confent 
give  abfolute  and  entire  liberty  to  trade.  That 
period,  if  ever  it  iliould  arrive,  is  not  yet  at  hand. 
It  therefore  çannot  be  doubted  but  that  the  Eu- 
ropean powers,  according  to  their  accuftomed 
iyftem,  will  lay  prohibitory  reftriftions  upon  all 
trade  that  is  not  their  own,  and  will  thus  reduce 
the  United  States  of  America  to  the  limited  com- 
merce which  they  carried  on  before  the  troubles 
of  Europe. 

I do  not  mean,  however,  that  the  United 
States  are  not  fufceptible  of  an  inoreafe  in  their 
commerce.  1 am  far  from  thinking  fo.  The 
extent  of  their  territory,  the  fertility  of  their 
foil,  the  induftry  of  their  inhabitants,  their  bold 
and  enterprifmg  difpofition,  their  rapidly  in- 
creafmg  population,  the  great  bays  that  penetrate  ' 
into  the  country,  the  number  of  fine  rivers  that 
water  it,  the  facility  of  cutting  canals,  in  order 
to  open  a communication  between  them,  and 
this  to  connect  the  great  lakes'  with  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  and  the  Guif  of  Mexico  ; all  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  promife  them  a degree  of  prôfperity, 
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which  muft  in  future  ages  render  this  part  of 
the  world  the  rival,  and  perhaps  the  fortunate 
rival,  of  Europe. 

But  then  the  United  States  will  have  a rich 
produce  from  their  foil,  extenfive  manufactures, 
a great  abundance  of  refources  within  themfelves, 
and  all  this  can  only  take  place  in  confequence 
of  a fucceffive  progreffion  of  thole  refources,  and 
after  a long  feries  of  years  of  peace  and  internal 
tranquillity  ; in  a word,  by  the  gradual  operation 
of  time.  But  it  is  of  the  prefent  moment  and 
of  the  exifting  circumftances  of  the  United  States 
that  I am  fpeaking,  when  I apply  to  the  hidden 
increafe  of  their  commerce  this  inconteftable 
political  truth,  that  all  profperity  which  is  not 
the  refait  of  natural  refources,  and  which  de- 
pends folely  oh  extraordinary  and  foreign  caufes, 
can  only  be  confidered  as  tranfient,  and  rather 
oppofes  than  favours  an  increafe  of  wealth  in 
the  country  that  experiences  it. 

This  truth,  which  holds  good  in  regard  to  all 
nations,  has  a ftili  ftronger  application  to  nations 
abfolutely  new,  whofe  commercial  houfes  are 
hardij  eftablifhed,  when  thefe  uncommonly  fa- 
vourable circumftances  enable  them  to  give  a 
confiderable  extenfton  to  their  ipeculations.  The 
misfortunes  of  individual  traders,  from  which 
they  can  only  efcape  by  a degree  of  prudence,  al- 

moft 
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moft  fupernatural,  adds  much  in  fuch  times  to 
the  danger  which  the  nation  itfelf  runs  from  the 
temporary  inflation  of  its  trade. 

Before  the  French  revolution  the  capitals  which 
kept  alive  the  trade  of  the  United  States  were 
inconfiderable,  their  commerce  being  very  much 
confined  ; and  even  part  of  thofe  capitals  were 
Bnglifh  property,  either  diredtly,  or  in  the  fhape 
of  credit,  given  by  the  Englifh  hbufes  to  the 
American  ones.  If  the  American  merchants 
had  been  prudent  enough  to  take,  out  of  the 
enormous  quantity  of  bufinefs  which  a fudden 
combination  of  circumftances  prefented  to  therq, 
only  fuch  a part  as  was  proportioned  to  their  ca- 
pitals, their  enterprifes  would  have  been  much 
lefs  extenfive,  and  the  appearance  of  their  pro- 
fperity  lefs  brilliant  ; but  their  fuccefs  would 
have  been  more  folid  and  more  certain. 

They  fet,  on  thé  contrary,  no  bounds  to  their 
ambition,  and  only  confldered  commercial  af-  , 
fairs  with  a view  to  the  enormous  profits  they 
feemed  to  afford.  Speculations  in  land  held  out 
a new  lure  to  their  avidity  ; and  independently  of 
the  gain  they  promifed  themfelves  from  a refale 
highly  advantageous,  they  found  in  them  alfo  a 
fource  of  credit,  becaufe  they  had,  for  a long 
time,  nothing  to  pay  for  their  acquifitions,  and 
becaufe  they  hoped  fpeedily  to  receive  fome  ready 
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money  frorrf  new  purchafers  loaded  with  capitals^ 
whom  they  expedted  to  fee  driven  in  crowd, 
acrofs  the  Atlantic  by  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Eu- 
rope. 

Laltly,  the  eftabfifhment  of  banks,  and  the 
quantity  of  paper  in  circulation,  afforded  them 
alfo  new  means  of  obtaining  credit.  Trufting 
in  all  thefe  hopes,  they  ventured,  without  referve, 
upon  every  fpeculation  which  held  out  the  fmalleft 
profpedt  of  gain.  A fpirit  of  enterprife,  and  a 
boldnefs  in  the  execution  of  their  plans,  which 
fets  all  danger  at  defiance,  are  two  remarkable 
charadteriftics  of  the  American  people,  in  almoft 
all  the  fituations  of  life.  Thefe  are,  no  doubt, 
the  germ  of  great  qualities,  and  may  be  the 
means  of  great  fiiccefs  ; but  if  this  fpirit  of  en- 
terprife, and  this  boldnefs  were  diredted  by  pru- 
dence, they  would  lead  to  a much  fafer  refill t ; 
whereas  without  it  they, tend  to  confequences  fo 
much  the  more  ruinous  and  inevitable,  as  they 
have  not  been  forefeen. 

What  happened  to  the  American  merchants  ? 

1.  Delays  natural  to  be  expedted  in  the  dif- 
patching  of  their  orders*  and  often  tardy  returns, 
wdiich  though  not  hurtful  to  commerce  in  ge- 
neral, are  highly  prejudicial  to  merchants,  when 
far  from  reckoning  upon  them,  they  think  that 
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they  cannot  take  place,  and  enter  into  engage- 
ments in  confequence  of  that  flattering  opinion. 

2.  The  taking  of  a great  number  of  their  thips, 
firli  by  England,  who,  independently  of  her  hof- 
tile  views  towards  France,  gratified,  by  feizing 
them,  the  jealoufy  which  the  felt  at  the  com- 
mercial profperity  of  à nation,  that  fhe  has  never 
ceafed  to  cofifider  as  an  aflemblage  of  rebellious 
fubjeéts,  arid  afterwards  by  France,  who  was  dé- 
fi r ou  s,  above  all,  of  injuring  the  Englifil  com- 
merce ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  exprelTed  her  dif- 
content  at  the  advantage  given  to  England  by 
her  old  ally  America. 

3 . The  speculations  in  land  proved  erroneous. 
The  number  of  thofe  who  prefented  themfelves 
as  purchafers  bore  no  proportion  to  the  number 
of  thofe  who  writhed  to  fell,  and  who  w^ere  hard 
preffed  by  want. 

4.  The  banks,  numerous  as  they  became,  could 
not  anlwer  the  demands  of  difcount,  which 
came  to  them  from  all  quarters,  confequently 
they  did  not  difcount  all  the  bills  which  were 
prefented  to  them,  and  the  longeft  date  of  thofe 
they  received  did  not  exceed  fixty  days. 

5.  and  laftly,  the  prices  of  commodities  fell 
fpeedily  in  Europe  very  much  below  w hat  the 
Anlerican  fpecufetors  had  paid  for  the  fame  arti- 
cles 
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cles  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  ; and, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  day  of  fulfilling  the  en- 
gagements they  had  contracted,  in  order  to  fend 
their  Ihips  to  fea,  was  conftantly  coming  round  ; 
the  period  of  thofe  entered  into  upon  the  pur- 
chafe  of  land,  though  it  might  fometimes  expe- 
rience a little  delay,  was  fure  alfo  to  come  at 
laft  ; the  commodities,  which  were  prevented 
from  being  fent  to  Europe  by  the  low  prices  they 
bore  there,  were  alfo  to  be  paid  for  ; and  if  any 
merchant  had  received  fums  of  money  in  trull, 
which  had  enabled  him  to  extend  his  concerns 
with  a little  more  folidity,  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
fund thofe  firms  upon  the  firft  demand,  which 
was  neceffarily  accelerated  by  the  precarious  and 
dangerous  Hate  of  commerce. 

Such  is  the  difagreeable  fituation  in  which 
the  American  merchants  were  involved,  and  in 
which  they  are  Hill  more  deeply  involved  every 
day  ; fuch  of  them,  at  kail,  as  in  their  ■ enterprifes 
were  rather  led  away  by  their  avidity  than  guided 
by  prudence  and  reflection,  and  thefe  are  the 
greater  numbers. 

It  may  be  ealily  conceived  that  the  means  by 
which  they  endeavour  to  extricate  themfelves 
from  thefe  embarraffments  are  very  difficult,  and 
require  great  fiicrifices. 

Thofe  in  general  employed  are  as  follows  : 
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Firft,  a requeft  made  to  fome  friend  for  his 
credit  for  thirty  or  fixty  days. 

But  it  feldom  happens  that  an  American  mer- 
chant does  not  find  his  friend  in  the  fame  ne- 
ceffity.  They  therefore  accommodate  each  other 
with  notes  at  fixty  days  fight,  and  endeavour  to 
get  them  difcounted  at  fome  bank,  which  is  often 
obliged  to  refufe,  on  account  of  the  great  dilpro- 
portion  between  its  means  and  the  great  number 
of  fimilar  applications. 

Thefe  notes  are  then  given  to  an  exchange 
broker,  who,  according  to  the  {fate  of  the  money 
market,  and  the  name  of  the  indorfer,  fells  them 
at  two,  and  three,  and  fometimes  four  and  five 
per  cent  per  month  difcount. 

Thefe  notes  are  afterwards  depofited  at  the 
bank  by  the  pur  chafer,  and  it  then  becomes 
highly  necefiary  to  pay  them  when,  due;  for 
there  is  no  more  credit,  no  more  poffibility  of 
difcount,  for  a merchant,  whofe  bill  has  been 
proteltcd  after  once  being  depofited  at  the  bank* 

They  alfo  endeavour  to  obtain  others,  of  which 
they  avail  themfelves  in  the  fame  manner. 

But  it  will  not  do  to  put  too  many  notes  into 
circulation.  Their  renewal,  too  often  repeated, 
might  have  â bad  effeél  upon  their  credit,  which 
it  is  important  for  them  not  entirely  to  lofe. 
They  then  buy  bills  of  exchange  upon  London,  at 

a long 
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a long  date,  and  fell  them  for  ready  money  below 
par.  This  is  a frequent  means  of  procuring  calh. 

Sometimes  goods  are  taken  upon  the  longeft 
credit  that  can  be  obtained,  and  fliipped  for  a 
foreign  market  ; and,  in  this  cafe,  the  American 
merchant  draws  according  to  his  neceffities,  the 
London  merchants  engaging  to  accept  the  con- 
figner’s  notes  for  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of 
the  confignment,  upon  tranfmitting  to  them  the 
bill  of  lading,  and  empowering  them  to  make  the 
infurance. 

If  thefe  means  fail,  the  merchant  whofe  wants 
are  urgent,  fends  his  merchandife,  if  he  have 
any,  to  a public  auction,  or  elfe  he  procures  dry 
goods  at  a high  price,  and  at  five  or  fix  months 
credit,  and  has  them  publicly  fold,  very  often  with 
the  lofs  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  per  cent. 

Sometimes  he  endeavours  by  building  houfes, 
or  by  fome  other  oftentatious  expenfe,  to  create 
a falfe  opinion  of  the  ftate  of  his  affairs,  wTich 
are  thereby  rendered  much  wrorfe. 

Such  arc,  in  part,  the  burden  fome  means  which 
the  merchant,  deceived  in  his  fpeculations,  takes 
in  order  to  prolong  his  commercial  exiftènee.  But 
thofe  means  only  ferve  to  render  his  ruin  more 
inevitable.  At  length  he  can  no  longer  uphold 
his  credit  ; and  it  often  happens  that  a houfe 
which  in  the  evening  was  thought  worth  three 
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or  four  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  offers  In  the 
morning  four  or  five  lhillings  in  the  pound  to  its 
creditors. 

It  is  true  that  examples  are  not  wanting  of 
merchants,  who,  before  they  declared  their  bank- 
ruptcy, robbed  their  creditors  of  a great  part  of 
their  money,  by  donations  made  to  their  wives 
and  children,  and  by  concealing  paper  in  their 
pocket-books.  There  are  alfo  inftances  of  others, 
who,  upon  lofing  their  credit,  fecretly  buy  upon 
"change,  with  money  kept  in  referve,  their  own 
bills,  when  at  a difeount  of  perhaps  fifty  and  fixty 
per  cent. 

The  latter,  though  real  bankrupts,  and  even 
fraudulent  ones,  avoid  the  name,  and  do  bufinefs 
the  next  day  with  more  certain  credit,  in  propor- 
tion as  their  manoeuvre  is  better  known,  for  they 
are  then  fuppofed  to  be  pofieffed  of  property. 

As  to  him  who  has  declared  his  bankruptcy, 
as  foon  as  he  has  delivered  the  remains  of  his  for- 
tune to  his  creditors  he  is  free  by  law  ; and 
though  in  fome  fiâtes  the  law  gives  his  creditors 
a claim  upon  his  future  fortune,  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  lofs  upon  their  debts,  he  eafily 
evades  the  regulation,  by  not  difeovermg  the 
profits  he  may  derive  from  the  fums  he  has  with- 
held, or  by  carrying  on  his  new  commercial  ope- 
rations under  another  name. 

All 
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All  thefe  fatal  and  fhameful  tranfadions  are 
the  natural  confequences  of  fpeculations  under- 
taken and  carried  on  without  a proportionate  ca- 
pital. And  thefe  are  not  the  only  ones.  An 
American  merchant’s  want  of  punctuality  in  his 
payments,  no  doubt,  infpires  thofe  who  may 
have  occaiion  to  deal  with  him  with  diftruft; 
but  it  does  not  produce  in  himfelf  any  fentiment 
of  fhame,  and  affeds  his  reputation  very  little, 
even  if  it  affed  it  at  all. 

The  merchant  who  has  fufpended  his  pay- 
ments, and  whofe  bills  arc  protefted,  is  equally 
well  received  upon  ’change,  in  fociety,  and  even 
obtains  the  moil  diftinguifhed  public  employ- 
ments. He  is  generally  confidered  as  a man  who 
has  played  his  game  ill,  or  who  has  met  with  a 
bad  run  of  luck. 

The  frequency  of  thefe  examples,  common 
intereft,  and  the  opinion  generally  entertained  in 
America,  that  no  one  can  have  any  thing  more 
effential  to  do  than  to  endeavour  to  get  money, 
produce,  I veill  not  fay  this  toleration,  but  this 
total  indifference  in  the  public  mind. 

Thus,  while  the  merchant  in  Europe  is  guided 
in  his  commercial  condud  by  his  perfonal  inte- 
grity and  the  prefervation  of  his  honour,  of  his 
credit,  and  of  thç  reputation  of  his  name,  the 
American  merchant  has  no  other  reftraint  than 
H h 4 his 
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his  own  honefty,  his  felf-efteem,  and  his  con- 
ference, and  though  that  restraint  is  doubtlefs  the 
moft  powerful  when  it  exifts,  it  muft  unfortu- 
nately be  acknowledged  that  it  is  not  the'  moft 
common»  * 

It  may  therefore  be  faid  that  the  merchants  of 
America^  who,  in  conference  of  their  prudence 
and  caution  in  their  operations,  and  moderate 
ufe  of  their  credit,  have  confiant! y been  exaCl  in 
their  payments,  and  honourable  in  their  tranf- 
a&ions,  arç,  on  that  account,  deferving  of  parti- 
cular efleem,  fince  they  are  an  exception  to  the 
general  depravity» 

It  muft  not,  however,  be  thought  that  this  ex- 
ceptioii  is  very  uncommon.  There  are  in  Ame- 
rica a great  number  of  houfes,  either  American, 
Englifli,  or  French,  which  for  folidity,  prudence, 
punctuality,  and  delicacy  in  carrying  on  buftnefs, 
do  not  yield  to  any  of  the  fo  juftly  famed  houfes 
of  Europe.  If  in  this  number  I name  that  of 
Mr.  Philip  Nïiclyn,  Î do  not  pretend  to  give 
it  a fuperiorify  over  the  others,  by  which  that 
merchant’s  modèfty,  and  that  of  Mr.  Griffith 
his  partner,  would  be  hurt  ; but  I fhall  be  ex- 
cufed  for  feeking,  by  the  mention  of  their  names, 
to  gratify  a feeling  of  affe&ion  and  gratitude  for 
the  confiant  marks  of  friendfhip  and  kindnefs 

which 
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which  I received  from  them  during  my  ftay  in 
America,  and  none  of  thofe  who  are  acquainted 
with  Philadelphia  wall  reproach  me  with  having- 
indulged  my  feelings  at  the  expenfe  of  truth. 

I muft  once  more  repeat,  that  there  are  a 
great  number  of  houfes  of  this  kind  in  the  United 
States,  but  it  is  not  the  greater  number  ; and  it 
is  the  greater  number  that  I am  bound  to  com 
fider,  when  I am  fpeaking  of  the  ftate  of  com- 
merce in  America.  Thefe  good  and  fcrupulous 
houfes  are  affiidted  at  the  fituation  of  the  Ame- 
rican trade,  by  which  their  own  intereft  is  often 
greatly  a fufferer,  notwithftanding  their  prudent 
çondudl.  Their  delicacy,  as  well  as  their  inte- 
reft, is  hurt  by  it;  but  all  they  can  do  is  to  be 
upon  their  guard  againft  the  fufpicious  houfes, 
and  to  keep  a watchful  eye  over  all  the  others  ; 
the  moft  honourable  merchants  being  obliged  to 
paeet  upon  ’change,  and  in  almoft  every  houfe, 
and  often  to  fee  in  confidential  employs,  men 
whom  private  intereft,  and  public  honour,  ought 
to  devote  to  reprobation. 

This  deplorable  ftate  of  things  cannot  be  na- 
tural ; but  Ï muft  repeat  it  again,  it  is  the  ne- 
ceffary  refult  of  enterprifes,  and  of  fpeculations 
ralhly  hazarded,  which  are  themfelves  the  refult 
of  a multiplicity  of  bufmefs  of  all  kinds,  that  the 
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fituation  of  Europe  and  the  W eft  Indies  has  pro- 
duced, and  of  the  dangerous  facility  afforded  by 
the  great  number  of  banks. 

In  almoft  all  the  great  towns  of  the  United 
States,  and  particularly  of  thofe  to  the  northward 
of  Baltimore,  every  body  is  a merchant  ; that  is 
to  fay,  every  body  {peculates,  trades,  and  jobs  in 
the  ftocks.  The  judge,  the  advocate,  the  phyfi- 
cian,  and  the  minifter  of  divine  worfhip,  are  all, 
or  almoft  ail,  more  or  lefs  intereftcd  in  the  fale 
of  land,  in  the  purchafe  of  goods,  in  that  of  bills 
of  exchange,  and  in  lending  money  at  two  or 
three  per  cent  per  month  : few  of  them  are  con- 
tented with  what  they  have. 

The  merit  of  a man  is  rather  too  much  efti- 
mated  in  America  by  the  fortune  which  he  is 
fuppofed  to  poffefs  ; and  no  body  lands  in  this 
new  world  without  the  project  of  making  an 
ample  and  rapid  fortune  ; examples  of  fuccefs 
being  fo  frequent,  that  they  hold  out  a great 
encouragement  to  thefe  projects.  The  means  of 
executing  them  were  alfo  for  a long  while  great  ; 
but  they  are  lefs  fo  at  prefent,  at  leaft  in  this 
way  ; and  avidity  does  not  diminifh  in  the  fame 
proportion. 

Here  then  are  a great  many  fnares  laid  for 
delicacy  ; a great  many  reafons  explanatory  of 
the  ftate  of  commerce  in  the  United  States,  and 

the 
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the  faithful  account  that  I have  juft  given  of  it, 
will  leave  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  my  affertion, 
that  the  brilliant  appearance  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  increafe  of  its  activity 
and  of  its  exports,  are  no  more  than  a tranfient 
gleam  of  profperity,  rather  pernicious  than  ufeful 
to  real  wealth,  and  to  true  national  profperity. 

No  doubt,  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe  evils,  con- 
fiderable  fortunes  have  ftarted  up.  Some  of  them 
have  been  made  by  prudence  and  induftry;  others 
are  the  offspring  of  good  fortune.  The  cities  are 
grown  infinitely  larger,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
is  of  itfelf  a great  evil  : they  are  embellifhed  ; 
but  luxury  has  made  its  way  from  every  quarter 
into  the  United  States  ; and  when  the  commerce 
of  Europe  refumes  its  level,  and  when  peace  fliall 
have  reftored  to  every  power  the  enjoyment  of  its 
rights,  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  nothing  will 
remain  to  the  United  States  of  the  aftoniihing 
and  momentaneous  increafe  of  their  commercial 
activity,  but  a love  of  luxury,  and  the  impoffibi- 
lity  of  fatisfying  it. 

That  epoch  will  probably  be  alfo  the  moment 
of  new  misfortunes  to  more  than  one  American 
houfe  ; but,  as  a friend  to  America,  I beg  leave 
to  fay,  that  if  ihe  profit  by  experience,  it  may 
alfo  be  the  epoch  of  her  certain  improvement, 
of  her  real  profperity,  and  of  a folid  increafe  ot 

her 
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her  commerce.  She  is  deftincd  by  nature  for  a 
date  of  drength  and  greatnefs,  which  nothing 
can  prevent  her  from  attaining,  but  too  hady  a 
pace,  which  might  attempt  to  con du'd:  her  thither 
without  paffing  through  the  neceffary  grada- 
tions. 

Before  I terminate  this  article  concerning  the 
trade  of  America,  it  remains  to  be  faid,  that  all 
commercial  caufes  are  fubmitted,  in  the  United 
States,  to  the  judgment  of  the  ordinary  tribunals, 
confequently  to  a courfe  of  law  which  the  lead 
fkilful  advocate  can  protrad  to  the  length  of 
eighteen  months  ; and  with  a little  more  ability 
he  may  fpin  it  out  to  two  or  three  years.  This 
inconvenience  is  . very  great  in  commercial  af- 
fairs, in  which  a difhoned  man  may  avail  him- 
felf  of  the  delay,  to  keep  for  a long  time  in  his 
hands  a capital,  really  the  property  of  another, 
which,  by  remaining  unproductive  the  whole  of 
that  time,  occafions  a lofs  not  likely  to  be  com- 
penfated  by  the  damages  that  may  be  awarded 
to  him.- 

This  inconvenience,  however  great  it  may  be 
in  regard  to  the  merchants  fettled  in  America, 
is  much  greater  dill  with  rcfped  to  the  foreign 
traders,  who  fend  or  carry  cargoes,  or  make  con- 
fignments  thither.  The  alternative  of  a mer- 
chant's remaining  feveral  years  in  America,  in 

order 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  4 77 

order  to  enforce  his  claims,  at  a great  expence, 
and  of  being  thus  kept  at  a diftance  from  the 
centre  of  his  affairs;  or  of  being  obliged  to  en- 
truft  the  management  of  his  caufe  to  another, 
adds  much  to  the  misfortune  of  feeing  himfelf 
deprived,  during  a tedious  law-fuit,  of  the  ufe 
of  his  money,  notwithstanding  the  clearnefs  of 
his  cafe.  It  is  then,  that  he  feverely  feels  the 
want  of  thofe  commercial  tribunals,  of  thofe 
confular  jurifdiitories  fo  wifely  eftablifhed  in 
France,  where  the  moft  honourable  and  beft  in- 
formed merchants  are  annually  elected  as  judges  ; 
where  the  proceedings  arc  free  from  all  poffibility 
of  chicane,  and  do  not  coft  more  than  fix  dollars 
in  expences  ; where  the  caufes  apparently  the 
moft  complicated  are  decided  in  the  Space  of 
three  weeks  ; and  where  there  are,  I will  not  fay 
none,  but  very  few  examples  at  leaft,  of  judges 
accufed  of  partiality  in  their  judgments,  or  of 
careleffnefs  in  the  inveftigation  of  fails  ; and 
where,  in  cafe  of  an  appeal  to  the  faperior  courts, 
the  party  in  whofe  favour  fentence  has  been  pro- 
nounced, can  obtain  pofleffion  of  the  firm  award- 
ed him,  or  of  the  effeils  which  he  claims,  upon 
giving  fecurity  to  return  them,  in  cafe  of  a con- 
trary judgment  being  pronounced  bythe  court  of 
appeal. 
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DEALINGS  IN  LAND. 

In  fpeaking  generally  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States,  I mentioned  the  traffic  that  is 
carried  on  in  land  as  one  of  its  elements.  This 
kind  of  commerce  is  fo  peculiar  to  North  Ame- 
rica, that  it  is  deferving  to  be  made  known,  at 
leaft  in  a fuccindt  manner. 

The  traffic  in  land,  is  founded  upon  the  con- 
fiderable  mafs  of  land  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  in  comparifon  with  their  prefent 
population,  and  upon  the  probability  of  the  aug- 
mentation of  that  population,  either  by  its  own 
means  of  reproduction,  or  by  foreign  emigrations. 
This  traffic  is,  like  all  the  other  branches  of 
trade,  and  more  than  any  other,  a traffic  of  fpe- 
culation. 

The  wafte  lands,  and  they  amounted  to  more 
than  four-fifths  of  America,  were  found,  at  the 
end  of  the  revolution,  to  belong  to  different, 
ftates,  which,  as  fovereigns,  have  inherited  this 
property  from  the  fovereignty  of  the  crown  of 
England.  Many  of  thefe  lands  were  ftill  occu- 
pied by  Indian  nations  ; but  a part  of  thofe  na- 
tions had,  during  the  war,  joined  the  Bngliffi 
troops  again#  the  United  States.  It  was  necef- 
fary  then  to  drive  them  back,  or  rather  it  wTas 
ntceffary  to  drive  back  all  the  Indians,  whofe 
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vicinage  the  United  States  bore  with  impatience. 
Here  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  the  In- 
dian nations,  who  were  formerly  the  foie  pro- 
prietors of  the  American  continent,  and  to  whofe 
hofpitality  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Europeans  is 
folely  due,  are  confidered  by  the  defcendants  of 
the  firft  colonifts,  as  ufurpers  of  the  land  which 
they  ftil!  poflefs,  and  as  only  holding  it  by  virtue 
of  their  good  will  and  pleafure. 

The  lands  granted  by  the  kings  of  England 
before  1 776,  have,  with  fome  exceptions,  re- 
mained in  the  pofleffion  of  'thofe  to  whom  the 
grant  was  made  ; but  the  quantity  of  thefe  was 
infinitely  fmall,  in  proportion  to  the  mais  of  the 
uncultivated  land.  The  proportion  of  the  quan- 
tities of  thefe  lands  was  not  even  in  the  ratio  of 
the  extent  of  territory  of  each  ftate.  The  fmall 
ftates,  particularly  thofe  that  lie  near  the  fea, 
having  been  longer  inhabited,  poffefled  but  a 
fmall  portion  ; and  fome  had  none  at  all  ; while 
the  great  ftates,  thofe  particularly  whofe  territory 
extended  far  into  the  interior  of  America,  fuch 
as  Georgia,  the  two  Carolinas,  Virginia,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  the  ftate  of  New  York,  Maffachufetts 
and  New  Hampffiire,  were  in  pofleffion  of  im- 
menfe  quantities.  It  was  neceflary  for  thefe  ftates 
to  fell  the  wafte  lands,  in  order  both  to  afford 
their  growing  population  eafler  means  of  acquir- 
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ing  property,  and  to  hold  out  a bait  to  foreign 
emigration. 

Laftly,  the  ftates  had  debts  refulting  from  the 
war,  which  it  was  neceffary  to  liquidate,  without 
burdening  the  nation  with  new  taxes.  For  at 
firft  it  was  little  able  to  bear  them,  and  it  was 
even  the  intereft  of  -the  ftates  to  diminifh  the 
exifting  taxes  as  much  as  poflible,  in  order  to  ren- 
der fettling  in  their  territory  more  advantageous 
and  attractive . 

In  the  lands  to  be  fold  were  comprifed  the 
confifcated  eftates  of  the  Tories,  who  had  ferved 
the  Englifti  during  the  revolution.  The  ftates 
cannot  be  accufed  of  having  enforced  this  law  of 
confiscation  with  too  great  feverity. 

In  order  to  bring  thefe  lands  to  fale,  the  ftates 
opened  land-offices,  where  perfons  who  meant 
to  purchafe  received  warrants  or  commiffions  to 
have  the  lands  they  pointed  out  Surveyed,  by  the 
furveyor  of  the  ftate  ; but  they  were  not  put  in 
pofleffion  of  them,  till  it  appeared  that  they  had 
not  yet  been  granted  to  any  one,  and  were  not  to 
receive  the  title-deeds  till  they  had  paid  the  fti- 
pulated  price,  and  fulfilled  the  conditions  impofed 
by  the  law. 

The  lands  occupied  by  the  Indians  were  not 
immediately  fold  ; but  the  ftates  fold  the  right  of 
pre-emption,  that  is  to  fay,  the  exclusive  privilege 
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ôf  pur  chafing  thofe  lands,  as  foon  as  the  Indians 
Ihould  confent  to  fell  them  ; and  the  ftate  un- 
dertook the  negotiation,  as  foon  as  it  fhould  deem 
it  poffible  to  fet  it  on  foot. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a detail  of 
the  frequent  alterations  made  by  the  Hates  in 

their  laws  concerning  the  fale  of  land,  and  of  the 

< — > 

Hill  more  frequent  departure  from  them  by  the 
land-offices  themfelves  ; of  their  confiant  negli- 
gence in  the  examination  of  the  meafurement, 
and  of  the  greater  or  lefs  validity  of  the  titles  ; in 
a word,  of  the  great  abufes  of  every  kind  which 
have  taken  place  in  this  branch  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion.  To  do  fo,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  write 
a particular  hiftory  of  the  laws  and  land-offices 
of  each  ftate.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  there  are 
few  which  have  adted  with  the  neceffary  punftu- 
ality,  few  which  have  dealt  fairly  and  honourably, 
and  few'  which  have  fhewn  the  attention  which 
we  have  a right  to  expedl  from  every  public  ad- 
mi  niftration. 

The  lands  were  offered  to  fale  to  any  one  who 
wi&ed  to  purchafe  them. 

A certain  quantity  was  given  to  the  troops  em- 
ployed during  the  war. 

Several  other  large  portions  were  put  up  to  fale 
by  the  commiffioners. 

■ Vol.  IV.  I i Families,. 
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Families,  either  foreigners  or  Americans,  bought 
fmall  parcels,  with  a view  of  fettling. 

But  the  ftates,  more  taken  up  with  the  defire 
of  obtaining  the  money,  of  which  they  ftood  in 
need,  than  of  that  of  fpeedily  covering  thofe  lands 
with  cultivators  ; and  thinking,  befides,  that  great 
proprietors  would  be  excited  by  their  intereft  to 
parcel  them  out  with  more  promptitude  than  a 
ftate  could  do,,  readily  confented  to  fell  them  in 
large  maffes,  in  oppofition  to  the  law  which,  in 
many  of  the  ftates,  limited  the  number  of  acres 
that  would  be  fold  to  any  one  perfon  to  five  or 
fix  hundred. 

This  regulation  has  been  evaded  in  the  ftates- 
in  which  it  exifted,  by  felling  great  quantities  of 
land  to  the  fame  perfons  under  different  names, 
and  by  making  out  as  many  contracts  of  fafe,  un- 
der thefe  fictitious  names,  as  the  quantity  of  land 
fold  contained  lots  of  the  extent  fpeeified  in  the 
law, 

Almoft  all  thefe  contracts  of  fafe  alfo  contained 
a claufe,  by  which  the  pur  chafer  was  required  to 
cultivate,  or  caufe  to  be  cultivated,  a certain 
quantity  of  acres  per  lot,  within  a given  time  ; 
and  the  penalty  of  difpolTeftion  was  pronounced 
againft  any  one  who  ftiould  negleCt  to  fulfil  this- 
condition.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  this  con- 
dition. 
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dition,  fo  difficult  to  comply  with  in  great  bar- 
gains, has  been  frequently  evaded. 

It  wras  then  that  the  great  fpeculations  began, 
land  being  purchafable  of  all  the  ftates  at  à very 
low  price.  The  ftates  were  inundated  with 
paper-money,  peculiar  to  each,  and  all  in  a ftate 
of  depreciation.  The  periods  of  payment  oc- 
curred at  diftant  intervals.  The  increafe  of  po- 
pulation, emigration,  and  the  clearing  of  the 
land,  promifed  a great  and  fpeedy  rife  in  the 
value  of  thefe  lands.  The  fpirit  of  {peculation 
then  laid  hold  of  every  clafs  of  the  inhabitants  of 
America.  This  was  at  the  time  of  the  new  fyf- 
tem  of  finance,  when  fo  many  confiderable  for- 
tunes were  made  by  jobbing  in  the  certificates  of 
the  American  debt.  The  legiflatures  of  the  ftates, 
fome  of  them  at  leaft,  gave  ftill  greater  encou- 
ragement to  the  fale  of  their  lands,  by  ordering 
that  certain  kinds  of  the  depreciated  paper  fhould 
be  taken  in  payment  of  the  purchafe  ; a regula- 
tion which  gave  rife  to  confiderable  malverfations. 
The  members  who  compofed  thefe  legiflatures, 
were  often  feen  to  confult  their  private  interefts 
in  thefe  operations  of  finance. 

At  that  time,  as  I have  juft  faid,  the  ftates  were 
inundated  with  paper  money  of  different  kinds, 
the  fruit  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  war,  and  of 
the  diftrefs  which  had  beçn  its  confequence.  They 
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were  all  of  them  at  a difcount.  One  day,  for  in-» 
fiance,  the  legiflature  declared,  that  after  a cer- 
tain delay,  generally  very  fliort,  fuch  paper  would 
not  be  received  in  payment  ; and  fome  time 
after,  a little  before  the  expiration  of  that  delay, 
it  announced  the  fale  of  a certain  quantity  of  land, 
in  payment  of  which  the  profcribed  paper  would 
have  a right  to  be  prefented.  The  members 
who  were  in  the  fecret  of  this  manoeuvre,  or 
their  friends,  bought  up  this  paper-money  at  the 
time  of  its  profcription,  that  is  to  fay,  at  its 
lowed:  price.  They  then  prefented  themfelves  at 
the  fale  as  foon  as  it  began,  and  very  often  in 
twenty-four  hours  the  pur  chafe  was  completed. 

By  thefe  means  many  fpecuiators  acquired 
land,  with  a real  value  of  two  or  three  cents  or 
dollars  per  acre,  payable  in  fix  or  eight  years,  with 
a difcount  from  the  treafury  of  the  ftate,  ac- 
cording to  the  value  at  which  the  land  was  rated 
by  the  lawT,  in  cafe  the  payments  were  made  be- 
fore they  became  due. 

Thefe  malverfations  did  not  take  place  in  all 
the  fiâtes  ; but  in  all,  the  purchafe  of  land,  and 
of  rights  of  pre-emptions,  was  made  at  a very  low 
price,  from  the  very  firft  moments  of  the  opening 
of  the  land-offices. 

Thefe  lands  then  became  an  article  of  trade.* 
Agents  were  feat  to  Europe  topropofe  the  fale 

of 
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of  them  ; and  Europe  was  filled  with  the  moft 
pompous  defcriptions  and  the  moft  complete 
maps  of  lands  which  were  often  unknown  to 
their  proprietor,  and  even  to  every  one  elfe. 

Several  great  fales,  effected  in  England,  upon 
advantageous  terms,  raifed  the  price  of  thefe 
lands,  increafed  the  confidence  of  the  fpeeulators, 
added  to  their  numbers,  and  extended  their  fpe- 
culations.  The  opinion  of  an  immenfe  migra- 
tion, to  which  the  French  revolution,  and  the 
fituation  of  Europe,  gave  rife,  confpired  to  give 
confidence  to  thefe  fpeculators  ; and  every  one 
engaged  the  more  eagerly  in  this  kind  of  fpecula- 
tion,  as  the  periods  of  the  payments  to  be  made  to 
the  ftates  were  always  long  ; as  ftill  longer  delays 
were  obtained  without  much  difficulty  ; and  as 
the  lands  in  queftion  were  as  yet  exempt  from  all 
taxes. 

■ 

The  fécond  fellers  frequently  granted  very  ad- 
vantageous conditions  of  payment,  and  yet  fold 
at  a tolerably  low  price.  In  the  ftate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  and  in  that  of  Maryland,  every  foreigner 
could  buy  and  poflefs  land  as  well  as  a citizen. 

In  feme  others,  in  which  the  law  did  not 
allow  this  privilege  to  foreigners,  it  gave  the  le- 
giflature  the  right  of  permitting  it  ; and  that  per- 
miffion  was  eafily  obtained. 

}n  all,  a foreigner  might  hold  land  in  the  name 
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of  an  inhabitant  ; and  the  great  interefl  that  the 
ftates  had  in  felling,  and  in  bringing  foreign 
capitals  into  their  territory,  gave  great  fecurity 
to  this  borrowed  right  of  poffeffion. 

The  United  States  were  in  the  enjoyment  of 
great  commercial  profperity.  Nothing  feemed 
likely  to  difiurb  their  tranquillity  : and  a great 
number  of  Europeans,  feduced  by  the  hidden  in- 
creafe  of  the  value  of  American  lands,  faw,  in  the 
facrifice  wihich  they  made  of  a few  thoufand  dol- 
lars in  the  purchafe  of  thofe  lands,  a four-fold  or 
ten-fold  augmentation  of  their  capitals  in  a very 
fmall  number  of  years. 

The  fpeculators  in  land  who  hold  a great  quan- 
tity, have  different  means  of  turning  them  to 
account. 

1 . By  felling  them  in  large  parcels  to  men  of 
fortune  in  Europe,  or  Arnerica. 

2.  By  felling  them  in  fmall  parcels  to  families, 
•who  mean  to  fettle  upon  them. 

3.  By  preferving  them,  till  time,  and  a dimi- 
nution of  the  quantity  of  this  fort  of  merchan- 
dize, have  raifçd  the  value  of  it  to  a price  anfwer- 
able  to  their  expectations. 

The  frft  of  thefe  means  is  that  which  is  moft 
generally  defired  : it  is  that  on  account  of  which 
fo  many  agents  were  fent  to  Europe  ; fuch  great 
advantages  held  out  to  thofe  who  fliould  procure 
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purchafers  ; and  fo  many  fiâions  invented.  A 
great  quantity  of  land  was  fold  in  this  manner. 
In  making  bargains  of  this  kind,  as  well  as  in  all 
others,  the  buyer  and  feller  endeavoured  to  make 
the  moil  advantageous  conditions.  The  periods 
of  payment  are  generally  fliort  ; at  leaft  a large 
part  of  the  purchafe-monejr  is  paid  down  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  bargain.  The  conditions  im- 
pofed  by  the  Hates  in  the  contrats  of  fale  are 
binding  upon  the  new  purchafer  ; but  very  often 
the  old  purchafer  remains  relponfible,  in  cafe  of 
their  not  being  fulfilled  by  the  new  one.  The 
new  purchafers  become  fpeculators  tbemfelves  ; 
and  in  order  to  turn  their  new  property  to  ac* 
count,  have  recourfe  to  the  fame  means  that 
were  employed  by  thofe  of  whom  they  bought  it. 

Land  is  fold  in  fmall  parcels  in  feveral  ways. 

Either  out  and  out  for  ready  money  ; although 
this  mode  of  fale  is  not  unfrequent,  it  is  not  the 
moll  common. 

Or  out  and  out,  but  to  be  paid  for  by  inftal- 
ments  ; in  which  cafe  the  latter  does  not  deliver 
the  title-deeds  till  after  the  purchafe- money  is 
entirely  paid  ; and  retains  a right  of  ejecting  the 
new  fettler  from  his  land,  if  the  conditions  of 
payment,  and  all  others  appertaining  to  the  bar- 
gain, (which  generally  conflits  pf  an  obligation 
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to  clear  a certain  number  of  acres)  be  not  ful- 
filled. Sometimes  the  feller  only  requires  a fmall 
part  of  the  price  of  the  land  in  ready  money  ; and 
the  land  remains  fubjedt  to  a perpetual  rent,  pay- 
able in  money  or  in  produce,  which  the  purcha- 
fer  is  not  always  at  liberty  to  redeem. 

Sometimes  he  fells,  or  rather  he  alienates,  only 
for  a certain  number  of  years- — for  inftance, 
twelve  or  fifteen  ; and  in  moft  of  thefe  bargains 
the  purchafer  binds  himfelf  to  perform  a certain 
number  of  clays’  work  in  perfon,  at  the  requeft 
of  the  feller  ; to  clear  annually  a certain  number 
of  acres,  or  to  build  houfes  ; and  all  thefe  im- 
provements revert  to  the  feller,  when  the  term  of 
years  for  which  the  bargain  was  made  is  expired. 
I fhall  here  remark,  by  the  way,  that  this  kind  of 
fale  for  a limited  time,  or  for  an  annual  rent, 
may  give  great  proprietors  an  influence  in  the 
eledfions  of  the  legiflature,  in  a country  as  yet  not 
very  rich,  and  where  every  body  is  an  eledtor.  It 
is  accordingly  acknowledged  that  it  does  give 
fuch  influence,  and  it  is  known  that  fuch  or  fuch 
a perfon  cap.  difpofe  of  fo  many  feats  in  the  le- 
giflature of  his  ftate. 

As  yet,  however,  thefe  examples  are  not  fre- 
quent. Almoft  all  the  great  landed  proprietors 
endeavour  to  get  fome  purchafers  of  fmall  lots  fo 
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fettle  upon  their  eftates  ; becaufe,  by  clearing 
fome  portions  of  it  they  enhance  the  value  of  the 
reft. 

The  third  mean,  that  of  waiting  till  time  has 
raffed  the  price  of  land,  is  the  refource  of  great 
proprietors,  who  have  not  been  able  to  employ  the 
two  others.  With  fome,  however,  it  is  a mere 
calculation  ; a calculation  fo  much  the  more  dan- 
gerous, as  the  ambition  of  the  proprietor  increafes 
with  the  rife  in  the  price,  in  cafe  fuch  a rife  take 
place  ; and  as  that  rife  is  far  from  being  certain, 
and  as  there  is  already  a number  of  examples  of 
proprietors  who,  in  the  following  year,  would 
have  been  glad  to  fell  at  the  price  that  they  had 
refufed  the  year  before.  They  are,  however,  not 
the  more  inclined  to  take  the  price  that  is  then 
offered  them,  becaufe  it  is  lower;  they  rather 
wifh  to  wait  for  the  price  which  they  have  re- 
fufed. This  is  the  way  in  which  every  kind  of 
fpeculation  is  in  general  conducted.  A great 
profit  does  not  fuffice,  when  we  flatter  ourfelves 
that  we  fhall  obtain  a greater  ftill.  We  are  but 
too  apt  to  flatter  ourfelves;  and  it  fometimes 
happens  that  at  laft  we  obtain  nothing  at  all. 

Speculations  in  land  haye  been  the  means  of 
making  great  fortunes  in  America  ; but  they  have 
alfo  occafioned  more  diftrefs,  total  ruin,  and 
great  and  (fffaftrous  bankruptcies,  than  any  other 

kind. 
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kind.  Of  this  there  are  forne  remarkable  ex» 
amples,  among  an  infinite  number  of  others  of 
lefs  note,  but  not  lefs  certain.  For  prudence  has 
no  more  been  the  guide  of  thefe  fpeculators  than 
of  others;  nor  are  there  any  which  have  been 
more  generally  adopted,  nor  which  have  been  a 
greater  four  ce  of  deception.  The  lands  in  Ame» 
rica  are  alfo  the  branch  of  trade  which  has  given 
occafion  to  the  greateft  number  of  law-fuits  ; as 
well  on  account  of  the  titles  as  of  the  limits, 
and  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  of  fale. 

The  moft  certain,  as  wTell  as  the  moft  advan- 
tageous means  of  deriving  profit  from  a great  ex- 
tent of  new  land  ip  America,  is,  for  the  purchafer 
to  begin  clearing  it  of  himfelf  ; to  attract  inhabi  - 
tants as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  by  giving  them,  at  a 
low  rate,  and  even  for  nothing,  if  neceflary,  a 
number  of  acres  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  family  ; to  eredi  mills,  make  bridges  and 
roads  ; to  build  houfes  even  ; and  to  encourage, 
in  every  way,  the  efforts  of  the  new  fettlers  ; in 
ihort,  to  make  confiderable  facrifiçes  in  the  firft 
inftance. 

There  is  no  example  of  thefe  firft  facrifices, 
when  made  with  intelligence,  and  to  a fuitable 
extent,  not  having  rapidly  increafed  the  value  of 
the  land  referved  by  the  proprietor,  and  fpeedily 
enriched  him,  by  attracting  great  numbers  of 
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emigrants  from  other  countries.  Many  of  theft 
brilliant  fucceffes  may  be  quoted;  and  among 
them  that  of  the  Dutch  company,  which  is  fkil- 
fully  directed  by  a Mr.  Casenore  ; but  no  one’s 
fuccefs  has  been  more  complete  than  that  of 
Captain  Williamfon  in  the  Geneffee. 

This  honourable  and  fafe  manner  of  deriving 
advantage  from  the  pofTeffion  of  a great  quantity 
of  new  land,  requires  indeed  a command  of 
money  ; and  there  are  very  few  fpeculators  in 
land  who  have  any.  Thofe  who  have,  are  not 
inclined  to  withdraw  it  from  the  bufinefs  of 
flock-jobbing,  from  which  they  get  a return 
three  or  four  times  a year,  with  great  profits; 
but  more  commonly  they  have  none.  Very 
often,  indeed,  thefe  fpeculations  are  carried  ori 
without  the  fmallefl  capital  ; or  elfe  by  merchants, 
fhopkeepers,  and  workmen,  who  have  occafion 
for  their  money  in  trade  ; for,  as  I faid  before, 
every  body  deals  in  land. 

Thefe  means  are,  however,  becoming  more 
neceffary  than  they  have  been  hitherto.  The 
buying  of  land  is  no  longer  fo  much  the  fafhion  ; 
and  the  commodity  abounds  the  more  in  the 
fnarket,  in  proportion  as  commercial  operations 
are  lefs  fuccefsful,  and  as  private  fortunes  are  de- 
cayed. The  numerous  deceptions  which  the 
Europeans  have  experienced  in  the  purchafe  of 
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American  lands,  have  brought  them  into  great 
difcredit  in  Europe.  France  advances  much  more 
rapidly  than  was  fuppofed  to  be  poffible,  towards 
a ftate  of  complete  tranquillity,  which  muft 
make  it  once  more  a comfortable  abode.  The 
derangement  of  many  French  fortunes  by  means 
of  the  revolution,  will  bring  a great  number  of 
eftates  to  farle,  Commerce  and  the  manufactures 
w ill  alfo  afford  great  and  advantageous  room  for 
foreign  capitals.  It  will  bç  the  fame  fuccef- 
fively,  with  the  other  European  States,  if  they  are 
doomed  to  experience  the  mifchiefs  of  a revo- 
lution ; and  if  fome  European  capitalifts  fhould 
think  that  a part  of  their  fortune  would  be  laid 
out  with  more  fafety  beyond  the  Atlantic  than 
elfewhere,  they  would  probably  prefer  the  veiling 
of  it  in  the  American  funds  to  the  purchafe  of 
diftant  lands.  For  every  one  in  Europe  muft 
now  be  aware,  that  no  man  fhould  now  buy 
land  in  America  till  it  has  been  infpeCled  by 
himfelf,  or  by  fome  of  his  particular  friends. 

The  quantity  of  land  upon  fale  in  the  United 
States  is  immenfe.  Tranquillity  is  not  fo  com- 
pletely eftablifhed  there  as  it  appeared  to  be  two 
years  ago.  It  is  threatened  on  more  fides  than 
one.  The  fpirit  of  democracy  has  made  as  great 
and  as  rapid  progrefs  in  the  country,  as  the  fpirit 
of  ariftocracy  has  in  the  towns.  Although  the 
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proportion  of  proprietors  is  incomparably  greater 
there  than  in  any  part  of  Europe,  there  exifts  a 
certain  number  of  non-proprietors;  and  every 
body  thinks  he  has  a right  to  have  an  eftate. 
The  murmurs  againft  the  poffeffors  of  a great 
number  of  acres  of  land,  which  they  keep  in  their 
own  hands,  till  they  think  they  can  get  a fuffi- 
cient  price,  and  thus  put  the  purchafe  of  it  be- 
yond the  reach  of  thefe  non-proprietors,  begin 
to  be  fomewhat  violent  ; for  every  body  knows 
the  low  price  which  thefe  pofTelTors  of  great 
maffes  of  land  originally  paid  for  them.  Many 
families  fettle  without  title  or  permiffion  upon 
thefe  large  properties,  and  their  number  fome- 
times  renders  it  very  difficult  to  ejeQ:  them. 
The  judgments  of  the  tribunals  which  orders 
them  off  the  land,  cannot  often  be  put  in  execu- 
tion, becaufe  public  opinion  begins  to  be  very 
ftrong  againft  the  holding  qf  fuch  large  tradts  of 
land,  which  is  already  called  a monopoly.  I could 
quote  feveral  examples  of  this  ; but  it  is  not 
my  purpofe  here  to  enter  into  particulars.  Al- 
though many  members  of  the  legislature  are 
themfelves  great  landholders,  the  legislatures  can 
no  longer  prolong  the  periods  of  payment,  and 
alter  the  conditions  of  fale.  In  many  ftates,  the 
uncultivated  land  begins  to  be  already  fubjedl  to 
taxes  ; as  yet  indeed  they  are  taxed  very  low  ; but 
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the  time  approaches  when  thofe  taxes  will  in- 
creafe,  and  when  the  legiflatures,  perceiving  that 
it  is  the  intereft  of  their  ftate  to  attraél  thither  a 
greater  population,  will  find,  perhaps,  that  it  is 
good  policy  to  raife  the  taxes  even  higher  than 
that  of  the  cultivated  land,  till  a certain  propor- 
tion of  their  extent  at  leaft  is  cleared,  in  order  to 
render  the  pofleffion  of  thefe  lands  burthenfome 
to  thofe  who  keep  too  great  a quantity  in  their 
hands,  and  thus  to  make  it  their  own  intereft 
fpeedily  to  parcel  them  out.  All  thefe  circum- 
fiances  render  it  more  neceflary  than  ever  for 
the  great  holders  of  land  to  take  the  fpeedieft 
means  of  turning  it  to  account,  and  mu  ft  conse- 
quently tend  to  difcourage  this  kind  of  fpecula- 
tion. 

This  ftate  of  things  is,  no  doubt,  an  unfortu- 
nate one  for  the  fpeculators  in  land,  and  for  thofe 
who  poflefs  great  mafles  of  it.  Hence  probably 

many  of  them  will  find  themfelves  deceived  in 
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their  calculations,  and  many  of  their  fortunes 
will  be  deranged.  But  this  is  nothing  in  com- 
parifon  with  the  national  profperity  that  will  re- 
luit from  the  clearing  and  occupying  of  the  un- 
cultivated and  defert  lands,  whether  the  fettlers 
have  bought  them  of  the  proprietors,  or  whether 
they  have  ufurped  the  pofleffion  of  them. 

The  land  in  America  is  in  general  good,  and 

only 
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only  requires  to  be  tilled  to  afford  an  ample  pro- 
duce. The  population  increafes,  as  has  already 
been  feen,  in  an  almofi  incredible  proportion  ; 
and  the  people  in  America  are  not  deterred  from 
the  clearing  of  wafte  land,  either  by  attachment 
to  their  natal  foil,  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  dif- 
tance,  or,  in  fhort,  by  any  difficulty  whatever* 
The  federal  government  of  the  United  States* 
or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  the  Union,  pofTeffes 
alfo  in  the  Weftern  Territory,  north  of  the  Ohio* 
a quantity  of  land  which  is  fappofed  to  amount 
to  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  acres.  The  congrefs* 
in  May  1796,  ordered  thefe  lands  to  be  furveyed* 
and  divided  into  townfhips  of  fix  miles  fquare 
each.  One  half  of  thefe  townfhips  are  to  be 
alternately  divided  into  feélions,  containing  each 
about  fix  hundred  and  forty  acres  ; and  then  the 
whole  is  to  be  fold  by  townfhips  or  by  feélions. 
This  fale  is  to  be  fuperin tended  by  the  governor 
and  fecretary  of  the  Weftern  Territory. 

Seven  rows  of  tovvnfliips  at  a little  difiance 
from  Pittsburgh,  in  the  fame  territory,  had  been 
furveyed  by  order  of  the  old  congrefs,  w hich  had 
alfo  ordered  the  fale  of  them  ; but  it  had  only 
been  effected  in  part.  The  congrefs,  by  the  fame 
law  of  1796,  ordered  this  land  alfo  to  be  fold, 
under  the  direélion  of  the  fecretary  of  the  trea- 
fury,  who  fixed  the  loweft  price  at  two  dollars 
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per  acre.  It  was  to  be  fold  by  auction  ; a depofit 
of  fifty  per  cent  was  to  be  made  within  thirty 
days  after  the  purchafe,  and  the  other  fifty  a year 
after,  under  the  penalty  of  difpoffeffion,  in  re- 
gard to  fuch  purchafers  as  did  not  fulfil  thefe 
conditions.  In  requiring  fo  fpeedy  a payment 
for  thefe  lands,  and  in  keeping  them  at  fo  high 
a price,  the  intentions  of  the  congrefs  were  to  ren- 
der great  -(peculations  more  difficult.  But,  by  a 
report  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  made  at  the 
end  of  laft  January,  it  appears  that  this  condi- 
tion, and  the  price  fixed  by  the  congrefs,  kept 
away  a great  many  purchafers,  fince  no  more  than 
forty- nine  thoufand  acres,  out  of  about  fix  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thoufand,  had  been  fold,  and  the 
feven  rows  of  townfhips,  with  the  fale  of  which 
he  was  charged.  The  congrefs,  however,  made 
no  change  in  the  law  of  the  preceding  year,  ex- 
cept by  allowing  flock  to  be  taken  in  payment  of 
thefe  lands  at  its  current  value  at  the  time  of  the 
purchafe.  But  it  did  not  diminifh  the  fixed  price, 
nor  enlarge  the  time  of  payment  ; and  it  adled 
wifely.  The  finenefs  of  the  country,  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  land,  the  mildnefs  of  the  climate,  and 
the  facility  of  communication,  leave  no  doubt 
but  that  they  will  be  fettled  in  no  great  fpace  of 
time.  The  natural  emigration  from  the  northern 
ftates,  which  are  the  molt  populous  of  all,  con- 
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ftantly  take  a weftern  direction.  It  is  impoffible 
to  afeertain  what  is  the  annual  number  of  emi- 
grants who  ,pafs  the  Alleghany  Mountains  ; in 
fome  years  it  had  amounted  to  thirty  thoufand 
fouls  ; and  I have  heard  it  eftimated  at  an  ave- 
rage at  fifteen  thoufand  a year,  but  without  any 
certain  data  being  affigned.  However  this  may 
be,  it  is  confiderable,  and  will  become  much  more 
fo,  in  proportion  to  the  increafing  population  of 
the  United  States. 

The  greater  number  of  thefe  emigrants  have 
hitherto  directed  their  Heps  to  Kentucky,  and  to 
the  Tennefiee  country  ; but  fome  always  remain, 
in  Penniyl  vania,  and  a great  many  already  pro- 
ceed to  the  Wefiiern  Territory,  where  the  land 
will  increafe,  in  proportion  as  the  Indians  are 
obliged,  by  the  approach  of  the  whites,  to  aban- 
don the  territory  which  they  ilill  occupy,  and 
which  the  United  States  will  not  fail  to  purchafe; 

It  is  poffible,  and  even  probable,  that  the 
congrefs  will  be  obliged  to  give  the  purchafers  of 
thefe  lands  more  time  for  payment.  It  wall  be  a 
refource  of  great  importance  for  the  diminution 
of  thje  national  debt,  to  which  it  is  irrevocably 
deftined  ; and  perhaps  at  a period  not  very  dif- 
tant,  the  Wefiern  Territory  will  be  the  meft  po- 
pulous, the  beft  cultivated,  and  one  of  the  moil: 
important  ftates  of  the  Union. 
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MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

The  conftitution  which  gives  the  preiident  of 
the  United  States  the  chief  command  of  the 
forces  by  land  and  Tea,  as  well  as  of  the  militia  of 
the  different  ftates,  when  employed  in  the  fervice 
of  the  confederacy,  referves  to  the  congrefs  the 
power  of  making  laws  for  the  adminiftration  and 
difcipline  of  the  forces  by  land  and  fea;  that  of 
employing  the  néoeflary  means  for  the  embody- 
ing of  the  militia  ; for  the  purpofe  of  putting  in 
execution  the  laws  of  the  Union  ; repreffing  in- 
furrèélions,  and  repelling  incurfions  ; has  alfo  the 
power  of  regulating  the  organization,  arming, 
and  difcipline  of  the  militia,  and  the  conduél  of 
fuch  part  of  the  militia  as  is  employed  in  the  fer- 
vice of  the  United  States,  leaving  to  each  of  the 
ftates  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  the  train- 
ing of  this  militia,  in  conformity  to  the  rules  of 
difcipline  prefcribed  by  the  congrefs. 

A law7  of  the  I 3th  of  May  1 7QÔ  has  fixed  the 
military  eftablifhment  of  the  United  States,  and 
revoked  all  thofe  previoufly  made  upon  that  fub- 
je&. 

It  is  compofed  of  a body  of  artillery  and  en- 
gineers, of  two  companies  of  light  dragoons,  who 
are  to  ferve  on  foot  or  on  horfèback,  according  to 

the 
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the  will  of  the  preiident,  and  of  four  regiments  of 
infantry. 

The  corps  of  artillery  and  of  engineers,  con- 
filling  of  feven  hundred  and  fixty-four  men,  is 
divided  into  four  battalions,  and  each  battalion 
into  four  companies.  Each  company  is  com- 
manded by  a captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  two 
cadets  ; each  battalion  by  a major  ; and  the  whole 
corps  by  a lieutenant-colonel,  who  has  an  adju- 
tant-general under  him. 

Each  company  of  dragoons  is  compofed  of 
fifty- two  privates,  eleven  ferjeants,  corporals,  fad- 
dlers,  farriers,  and  trumpeters  ; and  is  commanded 
by  a captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  a cornet. 

The  ftaff  of  each  regiment  of  infantry  is  com- 
pofed of  a lieutenant- colonel,  two  majors,  an 
adjutant,  a pay- matter,  a quarter- mafter,  a fur- 
geon,  and  two  affiftant-furgeons. 

Each  company  is  commanded  by  a captain,  a 
lieutenant,  and  an  enfign,  and  is  compofed  of 
fixty-two  ferjeants,  corporals,  foldiers,  and  mu- 
ficians. 

\ \ 

The  army  confequently  confifts  of  two  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-four  ferjeants, 
muficians,  foldiers,  dragoons,  and  artillery-men. 

According  to  the  above  law,  the  ftaff  of  the 
army  was  compofed  of  a major-general,  with  twx> 
aides-de-camp)  a brigadier-general,  and  a major 
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of  brigade  ; but  this  part  of  the  law  was  re- 
pealed on  the  3d  of  May  1 797,  and  the  ftaff  is 
reduced  to  a brigadier-general,  a major  of  brigade, 
and  an  infpedior,  both  chofen  by  the  brigadier- 
general  from  among  the  captains,  and  other  of- 
ficers of  the  army  ; a judge-advocate  ; a quarter- 
mafter,  and  a paymafter-general  ; which  laft,  as 
well  as  the  aids-de-camp,  is  chofen  by  the  bri- 
gadier-general from  among  the  officers  of  the 
army. 

The  pay  of  the  army  confifts  of  money  and 
provifions. 

The  brigadier- general  receives  a hundred  and 
four  dollars  per  month,  and  twelve  rations  a day. 

The  brigade-major,  the  infpeétor,  the  judge- 
advocate,  the  quarter-mafter,  the  treafurer,  and 
the  aids-de-camp,  twenty-four  dollars  and  four 
rations,  befides  their  pay  as  officers  in  the  line. 

The  lieutenant-colonels  commandant,  fixty- 
five  dollars  and  five  rations. 

The  majors  of  artillery,  fifty-five  dollars  aîid 
five  rations. 

The  majors  of  infantry,  fifty  dollars  and  five 
ratiotis. 

The  captains,  forty  dollars  and  three  rations. 

The  lieutenants,  thirty  dollars  ; the  enfigns 
and  cornets,  twenty -five  dollars;  and  each  three 
rations. 
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The  furgeons,  forty-five  dollars  and  three  ra* 
tions. 

The  affiftant  furgeons,  thirty  dollars  and  two 
rations. 

The  paymaiters,  quartermaiters,  and  adjutants 
of  regiments,  who  may  alfo  be  taken  from  among 
the  officers  of  the  line,  receive,  independently  of 
their  pay  as  officers  of  the  line,  ten  dollars  a 
month. 

The  brigadier-general,  when  he  is  commander 
in  chief,  and  all  the  officers  detached  on  particular 
commands,  receive  double  the  rations  which  are 
allowed  for  their  rank  when  they  are  not  in 
command. 

The  feijeant-major,  and  the  quartermailer* 
ferjeant,  receive  eight  dollars  per  month. 

The  matter  of  the  band,  and  the  other  fer» 
jeants,  feven  dollars. 

The  corporals,  fix. 

The  muficians,  five. 

The  privates,  four. 

The  workmen  attached  to  the  regiment,  nine 

The  nurfes  to  the  hofpital,  eight. 

All  receive  only  one  ration. 

The  ration  conflits  of  a pound  of  beef,  or 
three-quarters  of  a pound  of  pork,  a pound  of 
bread  or  flour,  half  a gill  of  rum,  brandy,  or 
whifky  ; and  of  a quarter  of  a pound  of  fait,  a 
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quart  of  vinegar,  two  pounds  of  foap,  and  a 
pound  of  candles,  to  be  divided  between  every 
hundred  rations. 

The  rations  are  either  furniflied  in  kind,  or 
paid  in  money,  according  to  the  common  price 
of  the  articles  in  the  country  where  the  troops  are 
quartered. 

Forage  is  alfo  paid  in  money  to  thofe  officers 
who  are  entitled  to  it  by  law  ; but  at  a fixed 
price,  which  is  fixteen  dollars  per  month  for  the 
brigadier  general  ; twelve  for  the  quartermafter, 
infpecftor,  treafiirer,  and  lieutenant-colonels  ; ten 
for  the  majors  and  aides-de-camp;  eight  for  the 
captains  of  dragoons  ; fix  for  the  lieutenants  and 
cornets  ; ten  for  the  furgeon  ; fix  for  the  affift- 
ant-furgeons,  adjutants,  and  quartermafter  of  the 
regiment.  . 

The  ferjeants,  corporals,  muficians,  and  pri- 
vates, are,  independently  of  their  pay  and  of  the 
ration,  each  to  be  furnifhed  annually  with  a 
hat,  a waiftcoat,  four  pair  of  pantaloons  (two  of 
woollen,  two  of  linen),  four  pair  of  fhoes,  four 
fhirts,  four  pair  of  half  blockings,  a blanket,  a 
ftpck  with  a clafp,  and  a pair  of  fhoe -buckles. 

They  are  enlifted . for  five  years,  and  they  re- 
ceive a bounty  of  fixteen  dollars,  four  of  which 
only  are  paid  them  till  they  join  the  regiment. 

Officers 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  503 

Officers  employed  on  the  recruiting  fervice 
receive  two  dollars  for  every  man  they  enlift. 

Deferters  are  punifhed  by  a fine  of  twenty  dol- 
lars, and  condemned  to  ferve  a new  and  com- 
plete term  of  enliftment  from  the  day  of  their 
fentence.  Perfons  who  either  conceal  or  affift 
them  in  deferting,  are  punifhable  by  a fine  of 
thirty  dollars,  and  brought  to  trial  before  the 
common  courts  of  juftice. 

The  military  are  tried  by  courts-martial,  the 
fentence  of  which  muft  be  approved  by  the  pre- 
fident  of  the  United  States.  Every  officer  or 
foldier,  on  entering  into  the  fervice,  takes  and 
figns  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
and  of  obedience  to  the  prefident,  and  to  his 
officers,  according  to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of 
war. 

The  law,  having  for  its  object  to  eftablifh  an 
uniform  militia  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
the  United  States,  was  enabled  in  the  month  of 
May  1792.  It  declared  every  male  and  free  in- 
habitant of  the  United  States,  from  the  age  of 
eighteen  to  that  of  forty-five,  liable  to  ferye  ; ex- 
cepting all  public  officers  ; all  perfons  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  the  poft- office,  and  in  that  of 
the  ferries  acrofs  the  rivers  ; feamen  in  active 
fervice,  and  all  thofc  who  may  be  exempted  by 
the  laws  of  particular  ft?. tes. 
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The  fame  law  direéls  the  militia  to  be  formed 
into  divifions,  brigades,  regiments,  and  compa- 
nies. It  regulates  the  number  of  officers  in  each 
of  thefe  divifions  ; prefcribes  the  formation  of  a 
company  of  grenadiers  per  battalion,  and  of  one 
of  artillery  and  another  of  cavalry  per  divifion. 
Thefe  two  companies  are  to  be  compofed  of 
volunteers,  clothed  and  mounted  at  their  own 
expence.  Each  militia-man  muft  alfo  be  armed 
at  his  own  coft. 

An  adjutant-general  for  every  county  muft 
•keep  a roll  of  this  militia,  and  of  the  ftate  of  its 
equipment. 

An  infpedtor  for  every  brigade  is  charged  with 
the  difeipline  of  the  militia  at  the  time  it  is  em- 
bodied ; but  the  whole  is  fubordinatç  to  the  go- 
vernor of  the  ftate. 

A law,  of  January  1705,  fixes  the  pay  of  the 
militia  called  out  for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate.  It 
includes  the  expence  of  cloathing,  with  which 
the  militia-men  are  fuppofed  to  have  provided 
themfelves.  A ferjeant- major  has  nine  dollars 
a month  ; a corporal,  mufician,  or  drummer, 
eight  dollars  thirty- three  cents  ; a workman,  eight 
dollars  ; and  a private,  fix  dollars  fixty-fix  cents . 
The  officers,  ferjeants,  and  privates  of  the  cavalry, 
receive  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  remount  of 
their  horfe,  and  twenty-five  cents  for  its  keep. 

The 
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The  rations  of  the  militia  are  the  fame  as  thofe 
of  the  troops  of  the  line.  The  officers  of  the 
militia  receive  the  fame  quantity,  and  have  alfo 
the  fame  pay  as  officers  in  the  line. 

Another  law,  of  the  28th  of  February  of  the 
fame  year,  authorifes  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States,  in  cafe  of  a threatened  invaiion  on  the 
part  of  any  foreign. power,  or  of  the  Indians;  or 
in  cafe  of  an  infurre&ion  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  a concerted  difobedience  to 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  to  call  out  the  militia  of 
one  or  more  ftates,  in  fuch  proportion  and  num- 
ber as  he  fhall  think  proper.  In  the  firft  of 
thefe  cafes,  the  prefident  fends  his  orders  dircétly 
to  the  fuperior  officers  or  individuals  command- 
ing the  militia  corps  that,  he  wifhes  to  march. 
In  the  others,  he  muft  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  le- 
gifiature  of  the  ftates,  if  they  are  affembled  ; or, 
if  not,  to  their  executive  power. 

The  militia  called  out  into  adtual  fervice  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  are  fubjeeft  to  the 
fame  regulations  as  the  army  ; but  no  individual 
can  be  compelled  to  ferve  longer  than  three 
months  from  the  day  on  which  he  prefented 
himfelf  at  the  place  of  affembly. 

Courts-martial  to  try  officers  or  foldiers  of  the 
militia  muft  be  compofed  of  their  own  officers. 
Among  the  offences  of  which  a militia-man  may 
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be  guilty,  is  difôbedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
prefident,  which  is  punifhed  by  a fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding a year  of  the  delinquent’s  pay,  nor  left 
than  a month’s.  Confinement  is  the  p-unifhment 
of  non-payment  of  fines,  which  are  the  only 
penalties  of  breaches  of  difcipline. 

Although  all  the  militia  are  bound  by  the  law 
to  provide  themfelves  with  arms  at  their  own 
expence,  and  though  they  are  fubject  to  a fine  if 
they  do  not,  the  greater  number  is  generally  un- 
provided when  the  militia  is  to  be  affembled,  and 
particularly  when  called  out  fuddenly  upon  adlual 
fervice.  The  different  fiâtes,  therefore,  are  now 
taking  meafures  to  have  arms  in  flore  for  fuch 
men  as  want  them  at  the  moment  when  the  {late 
has  occafion  for  their  fervices.  But  in  fome  fiâtes 
they  have  hardly  begun  to  procure  a fupply  ; in 
all  they  are  tardy  in  doing  fo  ; and  in  none  is  the 
number  complete.  The  Uniqn  has  alfo  arfenais 
to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  thofe  of  the  fiâtes, 
when  the  militia  is  called  out  upon  its  fervice. 
Thefe  arfenais  ought  to  contain  one  hundred 
thoufand  ftands  of  arms,  but  do  not  contain 
fifteen  thoufand  fit  for  fervice.  Every  year  new 
ones  are  pur  chafed  ; but  every  time  alfo  that  thefe 
arms  are  given  to  the  militia- men,  who  ought  to 
return  them  as  foon  as  the  time  of  their  fervice 
is  expired*  as  well  as  the  reft  of  their  accoutre- 
ments. 
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mcnts,  under  penalty  of  a fine  equal  to  the  value 
of  their  arms,  or  of  iuch  part  of  them  as  may 
have  been  loft,  not  a third  of  them  is  brought 
back  to  the  arfenal. 

The  fortifications  are  another  branch  of  the 
war  department  ; that  is  to  fay,  thofe  ereffed  by 
the  Union  ; but  it  never  eredls  any,  except  in 
places  where  the  land  is  entirely  given  up  to  it 
by  the  ftate  to  which  it  belongs.  Many  of  the 
ftates,  as  has  already  been  feen,  are  averfe  to  this 
ceffion  ; and  in  that  cafe,  if  they  with  for  forti- 
fications, they  can  only  have  them  at  their  own 
expence.  Thofe  which  the  Union  ereéts  and 
keeps  up  are  few,  and  almoft  all  incomplete. 
Good  engineers  being  fcarce,  the  Americans  are 
obliged  to  employ  fiich  as  they  can  get,  who  ate 
generally  foreigners  who  do  not  half  underftand 
their  bufmefs,  and  who  are  generally  more  at- 
tentive to  their  own  intereft  than  that  of  the 
United  States.  Great  plans  are  drawn  ; the 
works  are  begun  at  great  expence;  there  is  a 
want  of  money  the  following  year  ; and  the  for- 
tifications are  either  entirely  relinquifhed,  or  re  - 
duced  to  fo  fmall  a fcale,  that  they  are  either 
good  for  nothing  or  at  leaft  defective,  fo  that  the 
money  fpent  the  preceding  year  may  be  laid,  to 
be  thrown  away. 
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Portland,  in  the  province  of  Main  ; Ports- 
mouth, in  New  Hampfliire  ; Gloucefter,  Salem, 
Marblehead,  in  the  Maflachufets  ; Newport,  in 
Rhode  Ifland  ; New  York,  in  the  Rate  of  New 
York  ; Mud -Ifland,  near  Philadelphia  ; Balti- 
more, in  Maryland  ; Norfolk,  in  Virginia  ; Oc- 
tecock  and  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina; 
George- town,  in  South  Carolina  ; Savannah  and 
St.  Mary,  in  Georgia,  are  the  only  places  to  be 
found  in  the  lift  of  the  fortifications  of  the  United 
States  ; and  he  who  has  Seen  them  all  with  his 
own  eyes,  knows  that  very  few  of  them  are  to 
remain  there. 

Governor’s  Ifland,  near  Newr  York  ; Sullivan’s 
Ifland,  near  Charlefton  ; and  Caftle  Ifland,  near 
Bofton,  wrere  to  have  been  fortified  by  the  Union  ; 
but  the  ftates  to  which  they  belong  refufe  to  give 
up  the  Sovereignty  of  the  land  ; whence  it  hap- 
pens that  places  -which  it  is  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  to  fortify,  are  not  fortified,  or  at  leaft 
very  incompletely.  This  is  attended  with  dan- 
ger, not  only  to  the  ftate  which  refufes  the  cef- 
Sion  of  its  land,  but  alfo  to  the  Union  in  genera^. 
Since  the  entrance  of  a principal  point  not  being 
completely  defended,  its  territory  is  laid  open  ; 
and  Since  it  is  evident  that  there  are  no  Sure 
means  of  defending  a country,  except  thofe  which 
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are  the  refult  of  a whole  fyftem,  calculated  to 
embrace  its  totality  as  well  as  its  feparaté  parts  ; 
now  no  fuch  a fyftem  exifts  in  the  United  States. 

The  navy  is.  alio  with  them  a branch  of  the 
war  department.  This  navy  has  as  yet  no  exifl> 
dnce.  In  1/94,  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  being  attacked  by  the  Algerines,  the  con- 
grefs  palled  a law,  authorizing  the  prefident  to 
purchafe  or  caule  to  be  built,  four  frigates  of 
forty-four  guns,  and  two  of  thirty-fix.  It  re- 
gulated the  number  of  officers,  failors  and  iol- 
diers,  with  which  thefe  frigates  were  to  be  man- 
ned, and  the  pay  of  their  crews.  That  of  the 
failors,  fays  the  law,  is  not  to  exceed  twenty-' 
feven  dollars  a month,  independently  of  their  al- 
lowance, and  this  high  pay  was  neceflary  on  ac- 
count of  the  ftill  higher  wages  given  gt  that  time 
to  failors  employed  in  the  merchant  fervice.  The 
congrefs  granted  the  prefident  fix  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  dollars  for  the  expences  of  the  conftrudlion 
or  purchafe  of  thefe  fliips.  The  fame  law  .enaéted, 
that  if  the  United  States  made  peace  with  the 
Algerines,  the  armament  was  to  inftantly  ceafe. 

In  1 79Ô,  peace  being  made  with  this  piratical 
power,  another  law  of  the  congrefs  authorized 
the  prefident  to  complete  the  conftruddon  only 
ol  two  frigates  of  forty-four  guns,  and  of  one  of 
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thirty-hx,  directing  that  the  materials  in  fiore^ 
which  had  been  deftined  for  the  conftru&ion  of 
the  three  others,  fhould  be  preferred,  if  it  could 
be  done  without  fear  of  their  decaying,  or  other- 
wife,  that  they  fhould  be  fold. 

It  applied  to  the  completion  of  thefe  three 
frigates,  part  of  the  fix  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars 
voted  for  the  conftrudtion  of  the  fix,  and  which 
had  not  yet  been  expended,  and  eighty  thoufand 
dollars  more,  alfo  voted  in  1 79$,  at  the  time 
when  America  was  apprehenfive  of  war  with 
England,  in  order  to  purchafe  and  equip  ten  fmall 
veffels,  for  the  defence  of  the  coafts  of  the  United 
States. 

In  the  laft  feffion  but  one,  and  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1/Q7,  the  congrefs  again  granted  for  this 
fame  fervice  one  hundred  and  feventy-two  thou- 
fand dollars,  and  ten  thoufand  dollars  more  for 
the  pay  of  the  captains. 

In  the  laft  feffion,  in  May  1797?  one  hundred 
and  ninety-feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty- 
fix  dollars  were  demanded,  and  granted,  in  order 
to  complete  this  armament. 

According  to  the  eftimhte  of  the  fecretary  at 
War,  the  value  of  the  materials  preferved  of  the 
frigates  that  had  been  begun,  and  countermanded* 
as  well  as  of  thofe  in  flore,  amounted  to  one  hun- 
dred 
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dred  and  thirty-five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
feventy-four  dollars  ; which  makes  the  total  ex- 
pcnce  of  the  conftruction  and  equipment  of  thefe 
three  frigates  one  million  twelve  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  or  eight  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  fixty-fix  dollars  per  gun. 

This  enormous  price  is  owing  : 

To  the  neceffitv  of  going  as  far  as  Georgia  to 
fell  the  timber,  for  which  purpofe  the  govern- 
ment thought  it  advifable  to  fend  carpenters  from 
the  northern  Hates. 

To  the  tardinefs  with  which  fupplies  of  it 
were  provided,  infomuch  that  the  frigates  being 
laid  down,  .materials  were  wanting  to  go  on  with 
them.  They  were  expected  from  day  to  day, 
and  it  was  often  necefiary  to  pay  the  fhipwrights 
for  whole  months,  without  their  having  any 
work  ; for  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  procure 
others,  had  thefe  been  difmiiled. 

And  above  all,  to  the  want  of  economy  in  the 
ufe  of  the  materials,  to  the  want  of  fuperintend- 
ance  and  forefight,  which  every  where  prevails  in 
the  expences  of  the  war  department  of  the  United 
States  ; for  it  is'  evident,  that  with  more  care  and 
regularity,  and  better  management,  the  frigates 
might  have  been  built  at  more  than  a third  lefs 
expence.  The  pay,  the  victualling  and  annual 
repairs  of  thefe  three  frigates  are  eftimated  at 

three 
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three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars.  It  muft 
Be  confefled  that  it  is  a very  expenfive  piece  of 
parade.  For  what  kind  of  a navy  of  the  Union 
of  fifteen  ftates  is  that  which  is  compofed  of  only 
three  frigates  ? 

In  this  enormous  expencé;  of  upwards  of  a 
million  of  dollars.,  for  the  conftruétion  of  thefe 
three  frigates,  the  expence  occafioned  by  that 
which  thé  United  States  give  to  the  Dey  of 
Algiers,  by  a fecret  article  of  the  treaty,  is  not 
included.  She  will  cofi:  about  a hundred  thou- 
fand dollars,  being  only  of  thirty-two  guns,  not 
being  built  of  cedar  and  live  oak  like  the  other 
three,  and  being  better  attended  to  during  her 
conftruftion. 

The  department  of  thé  Indians  is  alfo  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  war  department.  It  is  with 
the  fecretary  at  war,  that  the  agents  employed 
among  the  Indians  correfpond,  and  it  is  by  him 
that  are  tranfmitted  the  aid  granted  them,  by 
virtue  of  a treaty  with  the  United  States,  or  thé 
prefents  made  them  by  the  Union.  Thefe  ex- 
pences,  annually  amount  to  a hundred  thoufand 
dollars. 

The  expences  of  the  war  department  are  de- 
frayed by  films  which  the  congrefs  votes  every 
vear  for  that  purpofe,  according  to  the  eftimate 
that  is  presented  to  them  by  the  fecretary  of  the 
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treafury,  who  himfelf  receives  it  from  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war. 

Sometimes  the  grant  of  money  for  the  expences 
of  the  war  department,  is  made  by  a particular 
aid  ; fometimes  it  is  included  in  the  fame  acft 
which  grants  all  the  fums  deemed  neceffary  for 
the  total  expence  of  the  government.  But  the 
fums  appropriated  to  the  war  department  are  al- 
ways diftinftly  fpecified  for  each  article  of  which 
they  are  compofed  ; the  pay  of  the  troops,  provi- 
fions,  forage,  clothing,  equipment  of  the  cavalry* 
purchafe  of  horfes,  hofpitals,  artillery,  expence  of 
offices,  Indians,  expence  of  the  frontiers,  falaries, 
military  penfions,  fupply  of  magazines,  purchafe 
of  ammunition,  naval  armaments,  &c.  &c. 

The  fums  deftined  to  this  department  were,  in 
1 7 8Q,  one  hundred  and  thirty- feven  thoufand 
dollars;  in  1790,  one  hundred  and  ninety-four 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty- four;  in  1791, 
fix  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  twenty-one  ; in  1 7Q2,  one  million  one  hun- 
dred and  feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-fix;  in  1793,  one  million  one  hundred 
and  lixty-eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fe« 
venty-five  ; in  1794,  two  million  three  hundred 
and  fixty-two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  three  ; 
in  1795,  two  million  fix  hundred  and  thirty-five 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty  ; in  179$*  one 
Vol.  IV,  L 1 million 
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million  four  hundred  and  thirty-feven  thoufand 
one  hundred;  and  in  1797>  one  million  five 
hundred  and  thirty-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty-two  dollars. 

The  great  increafe  of  the  war  expences  for 
the  years  1794  and  1795,  refulted  from  the 
Pittfburg  expedition,  of  which  I fhall  fay  a few 
words,  and  which  coft  near  twelve  hundred  thou- 
fand dollars. 

In  this  application  of  fifteen  hundred  and 
thirty-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  dollars  to  the  expences  of  the  war  depart- 
ment, in  1797,  upwards  of  a million  were  def- 
tined  for  the  real  and  effective  expences  of  the 
army,  that  is  to  fay,  pay,  provifions,  forage,  pur- 
chafe  of  horfes,  and  hofpitals.  The  fortifications 
are  eftimated  at  only  twenty-four  thoufand  dol- 
lars, and  yet  the  army  is  compofed  of  only  two 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-four  men. 
There  are  no  corps  of  militia  to  be  fupported  ; 
for  the  firms  voted  in  the  laft  May  feffion,  in  cqn- 
fequence  of  the  fears  that  were  entertained  of  a 
war,  are  not  comprehended  in  this  eftimate  ; nor 
even  the  faiaries  of  the  fecretary  at  war,  and  of 
his  clerks,  which  arc  always  included  among  the 
expences  of  the  civil  lift. 

The  known  probity  of  thole  who  have  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  this  department,  renders  all 
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fufpicion  of  their  infidelity  impoffible  ; and  be- 
fides,  the  manner  in  which  the  difburfements  are 
made*  the  formalities  obferved  in  the  iffue  of  the 
public  money*  which  can  only  be  drawn  for  by 
bills  expreffive  of  the  cafe  to  which  it  is  to  be 
applied,  preclude  all  means  of  malversation^  at 
leaft  to  any  confiderable  amount  Eût  upon 
comparing  the  exceffive  expences  of  the  war  de- 
partment with  the  weaknefs  of  the  army*  the  bad 
flate  of  the  fortifications*  and  the  fmall  refult  of 
thefe  great  difburfements*  we  cannot  beTaftonifh- 
ed  at  often  hearing  a great  want  of  intelligence 
and  order  imputed  to  the  war  department. 

In  congrefs  the  Secretaries  of  war  have  often 
been  reproached  with  confidering  the  fums  al- 
lotted to  their  department  as  a total  of  which 
they  might  difpofe  for  the  different  articles  of 
expenditure*  without  limiting  the  expences  of 
each  of  them  to  the  fums  Specially  voted  for  that 
purpofe  ; with  expending,  for  inftance*  more  or 
lefs  for  the  fortifications  than  the  fum  particu- 
larly deftined  for  their  eredlion  or  repair  ; with 
applying  to  the  hofpitals*  clothing,  victualling,  or 
any  other  article  of  this  department,  the  furplus 
arifing  from  the  favings  made  in  the  fortifications, 
or  with  retrenching  from  thofe  different  articles 
the  fums  applied  to  the  fortifications  beyond  thofe 
prefcribed  by  the  law. 
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This  reproach  was  particularly  made  with  re~ 
fpeél  to  the  expences  of  the  Pittfburg  expedition, 
for  which  the  fecretary  at  war  furrrifhed.  the  fums 
granted  by  congrefs  for  the  particular  expences  of 
his  department,  without  being  able  to  do  fo, 
otherwife  than  by  fufpending  the  different  pay- 
ments to  which  the  fums  voted  were  meant  to 
be  applied. 

It  feems  that  this  reproach,  though,  ffridlly 
fpeaking,  not  unfounded,  is  neverthelefs  unjufh 
If  the  expedition  to  Pittfburg  were  neceffary,  if 
it  were  indifpenfable  to  conduct  it  with  celerity, 
and  to  carry  it  to  fo  great  an  extent,  and  if  there 
were  a real  danger  in  fufpendmg  it,  the  fums  de- 
voted to  it  were  confequently  the  molt  urgent 
part  of  the  expenditure  of  the  United  States, 
fince  the  re-eftablifhment  of  public  order  de- 
pended upon  that  expedition.  Every  delay  would 
then  have  been  a great  evil  ; and  there  was  at 
that  pime  no  other  means  of  finding  money  for  it, 
either  legal  or  even  poffible.  Befides,  the  fecre- 
tary at  war  and  the  prefident  remained  refpon-_ 
lible,  in  cafe  the  meafures  they  deemed  indifpen- 
fable  were  difapproved  by  the  congrefs.  . . 

Here  ! am  naturally  led  to  fpeak  of  this  ex- 
pedition, concerning  which  opinions  were,  an  i 
continue  to  be,  much  divided.  It  was  at  an  e*  : 
before  I arrived  in  America,  and  my  travels,  ne  * ; 
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carried  me  into  that  part  of  Pennfylvania  where 
the  infurreCtion  took  place.  I can  then  have 
no  other  information  than  that  which  is  to  be 
obtained  by  converting  with  the  two  parties,  and 
reading  every  thing  that  has  been  printed  upon 
the  fubjeCt. 

Nobody  can  douht  that  there  was  then  in  the 
counties  of  Weftmoreland,  La  Fayette,  Wash- 
ington, and  of  the  Alleghanies,  a formal  oppoii- 
tion  to  the  collection  of  the  tax  upon  distilleries  ; 
an  oppofition  which  was  of  ancient  date,  and 
fupported  by  force  of  arms  ; a combination  and 
confpiracy  to  prevent  the  payment  of  that  excife 
duty  ; a known  refolution  to  employ  force  againft 
all  thofe  who  Should  either  demand  that  tax,  or 
even  Submit  to  pay  it  ; every  thing,  in  Short, 
which  characterizes  an  in&rreClion.  It  has  been 
fa  id  that  Mr.  Hamilton,  then  Secretary  of  the 
treafury,  might  have  prevented  this  mfurreCtion 
without  prejudice  to  the  revenue,  by  not  keeping 
in  place,  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  country,  ex- 
cife officers,  whofe  characters,  harffinefs,  and 
conduCt  were  reprehenfible  ; and  by  inftitutingin 
the  early  ftage  of  the  hufmefs  a legal  profecution 
againft  the  oppofers  of  the  collection  of  the  tax. 
His  enemies  attribute  this  fault  to  his  defire  of 
provoking  a refiftance  fo  ftrong,  that  its  repref- 
iion  might  give  more  force  to  this  import,  of 
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which  he  was  the  promoter,  which  congrefs  had 
conferred  to  with  great  reluftance,  and  which 
was  generally  difliked  : they  even  afcribed  to  him 
the  intention  of  gratifying  his  particular  hatred 
againft  fome  of  his  perfonal  enemies. 

Knowing  the  difpofttion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  as  I 
think  I know  it,  I cannot  admit  the  poffibility  of 
fuch  a reproach  ; but  even  were  it  founded  it 
would  not  have  been  a fufficient  reafon  againft 
the  expedition  at  the  moment  it  was  ordered, 
when  the  infurreftion  was  unequivocal,  extenfive, 
and  might  become  formidable.  It  is  only  its 
neceftity,  or  its  inutility,  at  that  time,  that  is  in 
queflion  here. 

A few  years  before,  an  infurreftion,  which  was 
alfo  caufed  by  the  non-payment  of  taxes,  had 
taken  place  in  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts.. 

It  was  important  to  put  a flop  to  this  fpirit  of 
refiftance,  fatal  to  the  public  treafury,  ftill  more 
fatal  to  the  conftitution,  and  for  all  the  bleffings 
which,  in  a well  regulated  government,  refult 
from  the  exaft  obfervation  of  the  laws.  It  was 
therefore  neceffary  to  aft  againft  this  infurreftion, 
and  to  aft  with  means  fufiicient  to  infure  its  re-- 
preffion,  and  to  aft  fpeedily;  for  the  courfe  of 
juftice  began  to  be.  fufpended  in  thefe  cantons 
the  heat  of  men’s  minds  was  daily  increafmg  ; 
the  number  of  the  infurgents  was  augmenting^ 

and 
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and  the  commiffioners  fent  to  them  by  the  pre- 
sident had  returned  without  producing  the  de- 
fired  effed;  and  yet  they  were  men  highly 
efteemed. 

If  the  diforder  had  not  then  been  ftifled  at 
its  birth,  it  was  not  improbable  that  it  would 
have  found  imitators  in  other  parts  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  the  Pittfburg  infurredion  itfelf 
would  have  grown  more  formidable,  and  have 
been  in  the  end  the  germ  of  ferious  inteftine  dif- 
ientions,  which  might,  perhaps,  have  occafioned 
a great  effufion  of  blood  before  they  could  have 
been  terminated. 

To  what  degree  did  Mr.  Hamilton,  for  every 
body  concurs  in  opinion  that  he  direded  this 
operation,  to  what  degree,  I fay,  did  he  propor- 
tion the  means  to  the  neceffity  ? This  is  a point 
upon  which  I will  not  undertake  to  decide,  for 
the  neceffity  was  in  this  cafe  a compound  of  dif- 
ferent elements. 

In  the  firft  place  it  was  neceffary  to  quiet  the 
infurredion,  it  was  alfo  neceffary  to  intereft  the 
public  opinion  in  the  annihilation  of  this  difor- 
der, and  by  that  means  to  prevent  its  future 
reprodudion.  That  important  objçd  could  not 
be  better  attained  than  by  the  calling  out  of  the 
militia  of  the  different  dates.  To  employ  the 
different  militia  of  the  counties  of  Pennfylvania 
L 1 4 adjacent 
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adjacent  to  the  fcene  of  infurreftion,  even  had 
they  all  been  unanimoufly  difpofed  to  ferve  in 
this  caufe,  a thing  of  which  doubts  might  rea- 
fonably  have  been  entertained  ; to  employ  them 
alone  would  have  been  to  rifk  the  fowing  the 
feeds  of  difcord  and  of  hatred  in  this  ft  ate  ; this 
danger  was  averted  by  calling  out  upon  this  fer- 
vice  the  militia  of  the  other  ftates. 

It  was  befides  a favourable  opportunity  of  try- 
ing that  part  of  the  conftitution,  which  au- 
thorizes the  prefident  of  the  United  States  to 
embody  the  militia,  and  of  proving  the  attach- 
ment of  the  American  people  to  that  conftitu- 
tion. Such  a trial  could  not  have  been  made 
under  better  aufpices  than  the  prefidency  of 
George  Waftiington,  v/ho  at  that  time  was  highly 
popular.  ' 

That  the  private  animofity  of  Mr.  Hamilton 
had  any  ftiare  in  this  bufmefs,  as  has  been  faid,  is 
what  I fhall  never  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  believe  ; 
his  character  oppofes  fuch  an  opinion,  and  the 
powerful  reafons  which  were  the  motive  of  this 
expedition  are  alone  a fufïicient  evidence  of  its 
neceffity. 

It  is  poffxblc,  and  I am  inclined  to  believe, 
that  this  expedition,  in  which  fifteen  thoufand 
men  were  employed,  would  have  been  in  every 
refped;  equally  fuccefsful  with  one-third  of  the 
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force  ; and  that,  confequently,  the  immenfe  ex- 
pence  which  refulted  from  the  march  of  this 
army  acrofs  a country  very  little  inhabited,  and 
from  the  fupplies  of  provifions  which  it  was  ne- 
eeffary  to  procure  from  Philadelphia,  might  have 
been  confiderably  diminifhed.  The  excels  of  ex- 
pences  beyond  exaél  neceffity  is,  no  doubt,  a great 
evil  in  every  government.  But  ftill  it  may  be 
faid,  that  the  difplay  of  this  great  force,  that  the 
order  given  to  the  militia  that  did  not  march,  to 
hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  do  fo,  to  the  num- 
ber of  eighty  thoufand  men,  rendered  the  fub- 
miffion  of  the  infurgents  more  prompt  and  more 
complete. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  excefs  in  the 
cxpences,  or  the  hidden  views  of  men  of  influence, 
the  expedition  had  a defirable  effedl  in  regard  to 
all  good  citizens  ; an  adherence  to  the  meafures 
of  government,  and  an  attachment  to  the  com 
ftitution,  were  generally  expreffed  ; they  were 
manifefted  ftrongly  and  fmcerely  by  the  federalifts 
and  anti-federalifts  ; and  although  the  oppofite 
party  accufed  fome  of  the  latter  with  being  the 
promoters  of  the  infurreétion,  not  one  among 
them  could  be  found  that  was  in  the  fmallefl 
degree  implicated  in  it.  Men  of  different  politi- 
cal opinions  marched  as  volunteers  in  the  militia 
of  their  ftate,  leaving  their  bufinefs  and  their  fa- 
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milles,  in  order  to  promote  the  public  welfare. 
All  proved  that  the  maintenance  of  order  and  a 
refpedt  for  the  laws  were  unanimoufly  confidered 
as  the  duty,  as  the  intcreft  of  every  good  citizen. 
Not.  a fmgle  drop  of  blood  was  fpilt,  and  the  ge- 
neral good  wifhes  of  the  different  parties  in  the 
United  States,  attended  this  expedition  through- 
out its  whole  duration  of  four  months. 

I had  been  a few  days  at  Philadelphia,  when 
the  militia  of  that  city  marched  in  from  this 
expedition  ; and  I find  in  a journal  that  I then 
kept  of  the  impreffions  Î received  from  all  the 
new  objects  which  ftruck  me,  that  which  was 
caufed  by  the  arrival  of  this  militia.  I infert  it 
here. 

“ The  battalions  did  not  come  back  from  this 
expedition  till  the  beginning  of  December  ; their 
return  was  a real  fête  for  the  city  ; not  one  of 
thofe^to  which  we  have  often  feen  ordered  in 
Europe  by  the  governments,  and  which  are  furé 
to  be  attended  with  great  expence,  tumult,  and 
diforder  ; but  of  thofe  which  the  public  mind 
can  alone  give  and  receive,  and  perhaps  only  on  a 
fimilar  occafion. 

“ The  day  of  their  arrival  was  announced  ; 
their  brother  foldier.s,  who  had  remained  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, or  had  already  returned  from  the  ex- 
pedition, went  in  a body  to  meet  them,  three 

miles 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  523 

miles  without  the  city  ; almoft  all  the  inhabitants 
came  out  of  their  houles,  either  to  go  and  meet 
the  troops,  or  to  place  themfelves  where  they 
were  to  pafs  ; moft  of  them  had  to  fee  a fon,  a * 
brother,  a coufin,  a friend,  or  fome  intcrefting 
perfon  : all  faw  in  them  the  defenders  of  the 
law,  the  objedi  of  public  gratitude.  The  militia 
that  had  left  the  city,  - in  meeting  the  others, 
formed  their  advanced  and  rear  guards  ; thofe 
who  were  coming  back  continued  their  march. 
The  crowd  that  preffed  upon  them  did  not  dis- 
turb their  ordef;  their  battalions  marched  by 
columns  in  ranks  at  five  or  fix  paces  afunder. 
The  men . who  compofed  them  were  moftly 
young,  had  a good  appearance  and  marched  well  : 
they  were  clothed  alike,  and  carried  a large  knap- 
fack,  with  which  none  of  them  feemed  fatigued. 
Their  looks  fought  and  received  with  fatisfadtion 
thofe  which  affedtion  and  joy  fent  them  from  all 
quarters  ; but  they  did  not  quit  their  ranks,  and 
the  regularity  of  their  march  was  not  interrupted. 
In  this  manner  they  croffed  the  city  amidft  the 
acclamations  of  the  public. 

“ The  prefident,  whofe  houfe  lay  in  their  way, 
came  out,  received  their  falutes,  and  joined  his 
applaufe  to  that  of  the  other  citizens  ; and  this 
applaufe  alone  was  more  gratifying  to  the  bat- 
talions than  that  of  all  the  others.  Being  arrived 

before 
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before  the  ftate-houfe,  they  returned  their  co^ 
lours,  and  were  difhanded. 

“ Then  their  relations  and  friends,  both  male 
and  female,  got  hold  of  thefe  foldiers  who  were 
reftored  to  them.  The  recollection  of  the  fear 
that  was  entertained  at  their  departure  of  the 
•dangers  they  were  about  to  run,  augmented  the 
pleafureof  feeing  them  again,  although  they  had 
not  incurred  any  ; they  were  hugged,  kiffed,  and 
led  to  their  homes  ; every  one  had  about  him  a 
little  groupe  compofed  of  perfons  to  whom  he 
was  the  moft  dear  ; and  thofe  citizens,  who  feel- 
ingly exulted  in  the  peace  and  happinefs  which 
thefe  children  of  the  countrv  were  about  to  find 

J V 

again  in  the  bofom  of  their  families.  Europeans 
or  Americans,  nobody  was  infenfible  to  this  fpec- 
tacle,  which  was  equally  affeéting  and  fublime. 
Tears  fell  from  feveral  eyes. 

“ Such  is  the  exact  account  of  this  fête,  where 
thofe  who  were  prefent  felt  more  happinefs  than 
gaiety,  and  where  public  welfare  muft  have  re- 
ceived the  ajfurance  of  finding  again,  whenever 
there  was  a neceffity  for  it,  the  fame  attachment 
as  that  which  had  been  thus  recently  rewarded.” 

CONNEXIONS  WITH  THE  INDIANS, 

The  law  whofe  objedt  is  to  regulate  the  inter- 
courfe  between  the  citizens  and  the  United  States 

with 
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with  the  Indian  tribes  by  whom  they  are  fur- 
rounded,  was  enabled  in  May  1796.  It  is  to 
continue  in  force  during  the  fpace  of  only  two 
years,  as  was  the  cafe  with  the  former  laws  on 
the  fame  fubjedl  ; but  it  contains  regulations 
more  ftrongly  marked  with  liberality  and  juftice, 
and  more  explicitly  laid  down,  than  any  of  thofe 
which  preceded  it. 

By  this  law  it  is  provided  that  the  prefident 
thall  caufe  the  boundaries  between  the  territory 

«s 

of  the  United  States  and  that  occupied  by  the 
different  tribes  bordering  on  them,  to  be  afcer- 
tained  and  marked  as  clearly  as  poffibie. 

All  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  are  for- 
bidden to  hunt  in  or  carry  off  cattle  from  any 
part  of  the  territories  acknowledged  by  the  treaty 
as  the  property  or  poffeffion  of  the  Indians,  on 
pain  of  a hundred  dollars  fine  and  fix  months’ 
imprifonment. 

They  are  prohibited  on  pain  of  fifty  dollars 
fine  and  fix  months’  imprifonment,  to  enter  the 
territory  of  the  Indians  fouth  of  the  Ohio  with- 
out a paffport  from  the  governor  of  fame  one  of 
the  ftates,  or  from  the  military  commandant  of 
fome  of  the  pofts  adjoining  to  that  territory. 

Every  robbery,  fraud,  or  other  crime  of  wrhat 
nature  foever,  committed  againft  an  Indian  by 
an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  and  within 

the 
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the  territory  of  the  United  States,  is  punifhed 
by  a fine  of  a hundred  dollars  and  twelve  months* 
imprifonment,  befides  a reftitution  of  the  pro- 
perty taken  or  «deftroyed,  or  its  value. 

If  the  delinquent  be  unable  to  pay  the  value, 
the  United  States  become  refponfible  for  it; 
provided  however  that  the  aggrieved  Indian  have 
not  himfelf  taken  vengeance  for  the  injury  ; in 
which  cafe,  the  reftitution  is  not  to  be  made. 

Any  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  who  forms 
or  endeavours  to  form  a fettlement  for  himfelf  in 
the  Indian  territory,  is  to  be  recalled  from  it  by 
the  prefident  of  the  United  States,  to  pay  a fine 
of  a thoufand  dollars,  and  fuffer  twelve  months’ 
imprifonment. 

Any  inhabitant  who  kills  in  the  Indian  terri- 
tory an  Indian  belonging  to  any  tribe  in  amity 
with  the  United  States,  is  to  fuffer  capital  punifti- 
ment. 

All  trade  with  the  Indians  is  prohibited  with- 
out permiffion  from  the  principal  agent  of  the 
United  States  on  the  frontier  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory where  fuch  trade  is  to  be  carried  on  : and 
thofe  who  have  obtained  permiffion  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  are  forbidden  to  purchafe  from  the  Indians 
any  of  the  implements  of  houfehold  economy, 
hunting  or  agriculture. 

They  muft  not,  either  from  the  Indians  or 

from 
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from  any  white  man  refiding  among  them,  pur- 
chafe  any  horfe,  without  exprefs  permiffion  from 
the  principal  agent. 

This  law  fubjedts  the  Indians  to  the  fame  pro- 
hibitions with  fefpeft  to  the  white  people. 

An  Indian  guilty  of  any  crime  may  be  appre- 
hended within  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

If  he  efcape,  the  inhabitant  who  has  been 
injured  by  him  is  to  lay  his  complaint,  accom- 
panied by  a circumftantial  detail  of  particulars, 
before  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  who  is  to 
demand  reparation  of  the  nation  or  tribe  to 
which  the  offending  Indian  belongs,  and  to  ac- 
quaint the'  prefident  with  the  refult  of  his  de- 
mand. 

If  reparation  is  not  made,  the  injured  party  is 
indemnified  from  the  treafury  of  the  United 
States  ; and  the  fum  thus  applied  is  deducted 
from  the  fubfidies  granted  by  the  United  States 
to  that  tribe. 

The  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  alfo, 
when  the  caufe  is  not  capital,  the  courts  of  the 
individual  States,  take  cognizance  of  all  thofe 
offences,  even  when  they  have  been  committed 
within  the  territories  belonging  to  the  Indians. 

The  troops  of  the  United  States  Rationed  on 
the  Indian  frontier  are  bound  to  arrefi:  delinquent 
white  men  even  in  the  Indian  territory  ; and 

fuch 
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fuch  delinquents  are  to  be  apprehended  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States  where  they  may  be 
found. 

This  law,  which  is  wife  and  juft  in  it’s  pro- 
viftons*  is  far  from  being  punctually  executed. 
The  extremity  of  the  United  States  bordering  on 
the  territory  of  the  Indians  is  inhabited  by  a fet 
of  men  who  are  in  hoftility  with  them.  Avi- 
dity, and  the  defire  and  intention  of  plundering 
them,  are  the  motives  which  induced  them  to 
choofe  the  frontier  as  the  place  of  their  fettle- 
ment,  and  the  fources  of  that  conftant  enmity 
which  they  bear  to  the  Indians. 

This  clafs  of  inhabitants  are,  by  the  report  of 
every  individual  who  is  not  one  of  themlelves, 
the  very  worft  fet  of  men  in  all  America,  and 
perhaps  in  the  whole  univerfe.  The  fentiments 
and  even  the  very  idea  of  honefty  and  humanity 
are  unknown  to  them.  They  are  all  plunder- 
ing ferocious  banditti  ; and  none  but  very  flight 
ihades  of  difcrimination  are  obfervable  between 
them  in  this  refpeCl  : it  therefore  moft  com- 
monly happens  that  neither  accufers  nor  witnefles 
nor  juries  can  be  found  for  the  profecution  of  a 
white  man  guilty  of  a trefpafs  or  crime  againft 
an  Indian. 

The  Americans,  efpecially  thofe  on  the  fron- 
tier, no  more  confider  an  Indian  as  a man  than 

certain 
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certain  Weft- Indian  planters  believe  a negro  to 
belong  to  the  human  fpecies. 

The  eppreffions,  the  ufurpations,  the  crimes 
committed  by  the  whites  againft  the  Indians  are 
therefore  never  punifhed  : at  leaf:  the  inftances 
of  punifiiment  are  fo  rare  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  quote  even  a ftngle  one. 

The  Indian  on  the  other  hand,  harafted  and 
plundered,  contracts  the  habit  of  robbery  and 
pillage,  of  which  he  fees  the  example  and  is  him- 
felf  the  victim  : and  as,  according  to  the  pradtice 
among  lavages,  he  extends  his  vengeance  to  every 
Individual  of  the  fame  colour  with  the . perfon 
who  has  injured  him, — the  whites,  even  if  there 
were  any  lefs  inclined  than  others  to  plunder  and 
hatred  of  the  Indians*  would  affirme  that  d lip  of- 
tion  through  hatred,  or  as  a oaeafure  of  ftfety- 
The  Indians  like  wife  fay  that  it  is  the  worft  clafs 
of  their  tribes  who  habitually  continue  near  the 
frontiers. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  does 
not  poffiefs  fuffieient  ftrength  to  reprefs  thofe 
irregularities  ; the  governments  of  the  individual 
•fates  do  not  attend  to  them  : every  perfon  fpeaks 
of  this  dreadful  fate  of  things  as  principally  and 
originally  arif ng  from  the  lawlefs  aggreffions  of 
the  whites  : but  as  the  evil  is  habitual,  and  fo 

Vol.  IV.  Mm  inveterate, 
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inveterate,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  difcover  a remedy 
for  it,  people  fpeak  of  it  without  horror. 

Thus  it  is  impoffible  even  to  forefee  any  end 
to  the  cruel  oppreffions  exercifed  over  the  Indians 
by  the  avidity  of  the  American  frontier  fettlers. 

I muft  add,  that  there  are  few  Americans  who 

* 

do  not  entertain  a wifh,  and  even  the  defign,  if 
they  were  able  to  accomplifh  it,  of  driving  the 
Indians  acrofs  the  Miffifippi,  and  even  to  the 
South  Sea,  which  to  the  unreflecting  ambition 
of  many  among  them,  appears  the  only  boundary 
that  ought  to  limit  the  extent  of  the  United 
States. 

Another  law,  enaCted  in  April  of  the  fame 
year  1 7gô,  and  whofe  duration  is  in  like  manner 
confined  to  two  years,  efiablifhes  a trade  with  , 
the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  authority  of  the  prefident. 

A hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars  are  ap- 
preciated to  the  trade,  of  which  the  objeéts  are 
to  furnifh  the  Indians  with  fuch  fupplies  and  im- 
plements as  their  wants  require,  and  to  purchase 
from  them  fkins  and  furs. 

The  law  direéls  that  the  prices  of  the  articles 
fold  to  the  Indians  be  fo  regulated  as  barely  to 
prevent  the  United  States  from  lofing  any  paft 
of  their  capital.  It  reftrains  the  agents  employed 

\n 
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in  this  trade  from  trafficking  directly  or  indirectly 
on  their  own  account;  it  forbids  them  to  cheat 
the  Indians;  and  fubjeéts  them  to  fines  of  differ* 
ent  magnitude  in  proportion  to  the  nature  of  the 
offences  by  which  they  tranfgrefs  thefe  regula- 
tions. The  diftriét  courts  of  the  liâtes  where 
the  ftore-houfes  are  eftablifhed  for  their  com*- 
merce,  take  cognizance  of  thefe  offences. 

Whoever  is  acquainted  wdth  the  temper  of 
thofe  who  treat  with  the  Indians,  may  be  affured 
that  the  liberal  provifions  of  this  law  are  not 
punctually  reduced  to  practice. 

Here  a word  may  be  faid  concerning  the  civi- 
lization of  the  Indians. 

Whether  civilization  be  a good  or  an  evil  to 
thofe  who  live  in  the  immenfity  of  woods  ne- 
ceffary  to  their  fubfiftence,  is  a queftion  entirely 
metaphyfrcal,  wdiich  I have  no  intention  to  dif- 
cufs» 

But  that  Indians,  defpoiled  of  nineteen  parts 
out  of  twenty  of  their  territory,  and  confined 
amidft  white  people  in  a foil  incapable  of  fupply- 
ing  the  wants  of  their  favage  life,  fhould  be  civi- 
lized, is  an  inconteftible  truth,  for  in  fuch  a filia- 
tion it  is  neceffary  either  to  attempt  their  civili- 
zation or  their  deftruCiion,  and  the  latter  alter- 
native cannot  yet  be  openly  avowed. 

It  is  an  eftablifhed  opinion  in  America,  even 
Mm2  among 
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among  thofe  who  appear  the  moft  exempt  from 
prejudices,  that  the  Indians  can  never  be  civi- 
lized ; that  the  ftridteft  education,  the  moft  affi- 
duous  and  perfevering  cares,  cannot  deftroy  their 
favage  habits,  to  which  they  recur  w ith  the  moft 
atdent  paffion,  from  the  tranquillity  and  from 
the  manners  of  the  white  people  ; and  an  infi- 
nite number  of  examples  are  cited  of  Indians 
who,  brought  up  at  Philadelphia,  at  New  York, 
and  even  in  Europe,  never  ceafed  to  figh  after 
their  tribe,  and  quitted  every  thing  to  go  and  re- 
join it  whenever  a favourable  opportunity  offered 
itfelf.  So  that  affertion,  fupported  by  fo  many 
examples,  becomes  a received  truth. 

Yet  there  is  no  reafoning  which  can  enforce 
the  belief  of  this  pretended  truth,  and  the  proofs 
of  the  fadfcs  which  are  brought  to  fupport  it  are 
not  of  a nature  to  filence  inquiry.  The  Indians 
^fwhofe  education  has  been  attempted,  or  faid  to 
be,  had  already  paffed  fome  years  of  their  life  in 
the  tribe  to  which  they  belonged  ; tranfported 
alone  from  their  fpecies  into  the  midft  of  white 
people,  different  in  language,  habits  and  in  colour, 
and  often  even  in  clothing,  they  became  as  it 
were  ifolated,  they  were  regarded  by  the  whites 
as  a different  fpecies  of  men  ; they  did  not  attempt 
even  to  make  them  forget  that  they  wrere  from 
a nation  ftill  exifting,  whofe  manners  and  habits 

had 
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had  riyetted  their  firll  attention  and  made  the 
deepeft  impreffion  upon  them  ; if  when  arrived 
at  the  age  of  manhood,  they  fliould  have  imbibed 
for  a white  woman  that  affedtion  which  naturally 
created  the  defire  of  an  union  with  her,  the  dif“ 
ference  of  colour  became  almoft  an  infurmount- 
able  obftacle.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  then  that 
thefe  Indians  fliould  wifli  to  return  to  their  tribe» 
of  which  they  had  ftill  the  moft  lively  memory, 
and  where  alone  they  were  able  to  find  compa- 
nions of  fimilar  manners  to  their  own,  and  thofe 
pleafures  which  caufe  in  man  an  attachment  to 
life. 

The  refult  then  of  thefe  examples  fo  often 
quoted  is,  that  an  Indian  educated  in  an  Ame- 
rican college,  three  hundred  miles  from  his  native 
place,  cannot  but  with  difficulty  throw  off  his 
original  habits  and  ceafe  to  have  a preference  for 
them  ; this  is  the  whole  deduction.  There  are 
in  Connecticut,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  a 
confiderable  number  of  Indians,  both  men  and 
women,  who  ferve  as  domcftics  in  European  fami- 
lies, and  in  thole  who  are  become  Americans, 
who  perform  their  duty  as  well  and  as  faithfully 
as  thofe  of  another  fpecies. 

But  this  is  nothing  to  the  civilisation  of  whole 
nations,  which  is  the  only  object  from  which 
any  real  advantage  can  be  derived  cither  to  them- 
Mm3  felves 
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felves  or  to  fociety  in  general.  The  great  diffi- 
culty which  attends  the  reformation  of  the  moft 
trifling  habits  of  a polifhed  people,  of  a family, 
and  even  of  an  individual,  fufficiently  demon- 
ftrates  the  ©bftacles  which  attend  the  civilization 
of -a"  lavage  race;  and  yet  in  the  midfl:  of  our 
great  focieties,  the  lights  furrounding  a poliflied 
people,  families  and  individuals,  afford  an  ample 
and  powerful  aid  to  the  bufinefs  of  reform. 

It  is  only  then  by  continual  affiduities,  applied 
according  to  circumftances,  and  prolonged  for 
many  fucceflive  generations,  that  this  entire  civi- 
lization can  be  effected,  and  even  then  only  gra- 
dually. 

The  conviétion  of  the  utility  of  fuch  a work 
is  neceffary  to  the  lurmounting  the  obftacles 
which  oppofe  it,  and  to  triumph  with  cer- 
tainty. It  neither  belongs  to  my  fubjedl  nor 
to  the  intention  of  this  work,  to  fhow  the  par- 
ticular means  by  which  this  event  may  be  ac- 
complifhed  ; the  understanding  and  courage  of 
thé  friends  of  humanity  will  eafiiy  point  thefn 
put;  but  individuals,  and  even  focieties,  will  ever 
be  unable  to  work  this  ufeful  change,  unlefs  the 
governments  of  the  territories  which  Indian  tribes 
inhabit  will  contribute  all  in  their  power  to  effeéf 
it.  But  this  can  only  be  the  refult  of  their  firm 
convi&ion  of  the  advantages  of  fuch  efforts,  and 

hitherto 
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hitherto  none  of  the  American  governments  have 
appeared  to  be  penetrated  with  this  convi&ion  ; 
on  the  contrary,  every  one  regards  the  lands  left 
to  thefe  poor  Indians  as  an  appendage  of  their 
own  fovereignty,  as  a kind  of  loan  which  their 
kindnefs  has  made  with  this  miferable  race  ; they 
are  in  their  eyes  only  travelling  guefts,  which 
ought  not  to  remain  a long  time  in  their  terri- 
tory. 

Such  ideas,  more  or  lefs  avowed,  nurfed  by  a 
thirft  for  gain,  caft  at  a diftance  the  project  of 
civilization,  and  give  confiftence  to  the  prejudices 
upon  which  the  belief  is  founded,  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  civilize  the  Indians. 

Neverthelefs  fome  tribes,  the  One! das,  for  ex- 
ample, in  the  ftate  of  New  York,  and  fome  others 
in  Canada,  are  confiderably  advanced  towards  a 
ftate  of  civilization  ; they  labour,  cultivate  the 
earth,  traffic,  and  are  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of 
civilization.  The  Quakers  and  Moravians  carry 
the  principles  of  reform  among  the  fartheft  tribes  ; 
but  their  refpedlable  efforts  cannot  be  very  ufeful, 
or  at  moft  not  completely  fo,  without  the  influx 
ence  and  direction  of  government.  The  civiliza*» 
tion  of  thefe  people  ought  to  be  the  work  of  the 
legiflature  and  general  adminiftrations  ; it  is  above 
the  efforts  of  particular  charity  and  affiftance 
The  beneficent  focie ties  juft  mentioned  might  be 
M m 4 ufefully 
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ufefiilly  employed  in  it,  having  been  for  ages  fufi* 
ceptible  of  long  patience  and  unalterable  courage, 
fo  necefiary  to  fuccefs  ; but,  as  was  faid  before, 
they  can  only  be  employed  as  inftruments  for  this 
purpofe  by  enlightened  governments,  who,  com 
vinced  that  the  civilization  of  the  Indians  living 
near  the  frontiers  is  a benefit  to  humanity,  a 
'means  of  augmenting  the  fale  of  the  productions 
of  their  territory,  of  increafmg  the  riches  of  their 
citizens  and  the  power  of  the  ftates,  will  unceaf- 
ingly  purfue  the  means  of  accomplifhing  this 
laudable  end. 

It  is  this  revolution  in  the  fpirit  of  the  Ame- 
rican governments  which  is  fo  definable,  without 
which  even  a hope  cannot  be  conceived  that  this 
wort  will  be  efteéted  ; it  clafhes  too  much  with 
particular  interefts,  which,  contrary  as  they  are 
to  the  general  intereft,  fpeak  as  loud,  and  are  at- 
tended to  as  much. 

NATURALIZATION'. 

The  right  of  a citizen,  or  naturalization,  which 
populous  ftates,  with  narrow  limits,  may  find  it 
political  to  grant  with  difficulty,  ought  to  be  ob- 
tained upon  more  eafy  terms  in  a country  of 
great  extent  and  thinly  inhabited,  where  the 
capitals  and  labour  offtrangers  are  necefiary. 

In  1790  the  congrefs  fixed  two  years  reiidence 

in 
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in  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  one  of 
which  to  be  in  the  fame  fiate,  as  a fufficient  con- 
dition to  become  a naturalized  citizen.  Thex>ath 
made  before  fome  court  of  juflice  to  be  faithful 
to  the  conflitution,  and  to  defend  it,  was  the  only 
formula  required  ; and  this  naturalization  of  the 
father  imparted  the  fame  right  to  fuch  of  his 
children  as  were  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
when  the  oath  was  taken,  even  if  they  were  born 
in  a foreign  country. 

In  1/Q3  the  conditions  were  made  more  dif- 
ficult. The  infarredtion  of  Pittfburg  had  taken 
place  a little  before,  which  the  government  attri- 
buted to  the  {hungers  recently  arrived  from  Ire- 
land, who,  it  was  faid,  formed  thegreatefl  num- 
ber of  the  infurgents,  and  who,  fo  readily  to  be 
milled  by  the  fadlious,  fhewed  the  certain  danger 
of  appointing  men  to  places,  who  had  abufed  in 
fuch  a dangerous  manner,  the  trail  repofed  in 
them.  To  avoid  this  evil  in  future,  it  was  thought 
necefiary  to  make  the  right  of  voting  at  dédiions 
more  difficult  to  be  obtained,  which  could  onlv 
be  done  by  raffing  the  conditions  of  naturaliza- 
tion : fo  the  government  party  reafoned  ; the  op- 
pofition  party  favoured  the  fame  meafure,  but 
from  different  motives.  The  fate  of  the  French 
revolution  w as  not  then  fixed  ; it  appeared  pro- 
bable that  more  than  one  European  fiate  was 

deftined 
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deftined  to  undergo  revolutions.  The  richell 
clafles,  which  in  Europe  are  called  the  molt  dif- 
tinguilhed,  were,  according  to  appearances,  .likely 
to  become  the  yiflims  of  thefe  revolutions  ; many 
individuals  would  in  that  cafe  feek  an  afylum  in 
America,  and  carry  with  them  whatever  they 
could  faye  of  their  fortunes;  they  would  alfo 
bring  with  them  their  habits  and  their  preju- 
dices, abfolutely  contrary  to  that  republican  fpirit 
which  this  party  were  fo  defirous  to  nurture  and 
reanimate,  but  bearing  a ftrong  analogy  to  that 
ariftocratic  fpirit  which  it  accufed  the  other  party 
of  endeavouring  to  introduce.  A higher  price 
being  put  upon  the  right  of  naturalization,  would 
render  this  danger  more  diflant,  and  probably 
diminifh  the  number  of  emigrants  of  this  clafs. 

The  new  law  of  naturalization,  therefore,  had 
its  origin  in  the  combination  of  the  views  of  two 
parties.  It  was  good  in  intention,  as  was  proved 
by  the  long  and  warm  debates  which  took  place 
upon  difcuffing  it  in  detail,  and  was  defired  by 
both  fides. 

By  this  law,  the  time  required  for  becoming 
a citizen  of  the  United  States  is  extended  to  five 
years  refidence  in  their  territory,  of  which  one 
muft  have  been  in  the  {late  where  the  candidate 
for  citizenfliip  had  taken  the  oath.  Three  years, 
at  leaf!:,  before  he  be  admitted  to  this  definitive 
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oath,  he  muft  have  prefcnted  himfelf  before  one 
of  the  federal  courts  of  juftice,  and  have  there 
declared  upon  oath  that  he  had  a fincere  inten- 
tion of  becoming  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  renounce  all  dependence  and  fidelity  upon 
any  prince,  ftate,  or  fovereignty  whatever,  parti- 
cularly upon  the  prince,  ftate,  or  fovereignty  of 
which  he  was  actually  a fubjeél.  His  definitive 
oath,  made  alfo  before  a federal  court,  ought  to 
exprefs  the  fame  pofitions  and  renunciation.  He 
is  alfo  required  to  renounce  his  titles  of  nobility* 
if  he  had  belonged  to  that  clafs  in  the  country 
where  he  was  born,  or  from  whence  he  arrived. 

It  is  alfo  required  that  he  fhould  take  an  oath 
of  fidelity  to  the  conftitution  of  the  United  States. 
Thefe  two  oaths  are  regiftered  in  the  courts 
where  they  were  taken. 

In  order  to  confer  the  title  of  naturalization 
upon  the  children  who  were  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  at  the  naturalization  of  their 
father,  the  law  of  1 7Q3  requires  the  fame  condi- 
tions as  that  of  1 7 go. 

This  refidence  of  five  years,  required  by  the 
latter  law,  to  become  a citizen  of  the  United 
States,  is  not  impofed  upon  thofe  wdio  arrived  in 
America  before  its  promulgation,  fuch  may  be- 
come fo  two  years  afterwards  ; but  the  oath  re- 
quired by  the  new  law  is  indifpenfably  necefliiry. 

OF 
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OF  NUMBERING  THE  PEOPLE  AND  POPULATION. 

The  American  conftitution,  when  it  ordained 
the  general  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  within  the  three  years  fiicceeding 
its  acceptation,  enafted  alfo  that  the  fame  enu- 
meration fhould  be  renewed  every  ten  years  ; and 
left  it  to  the  congrefs  to  make  a law  for  regulat- 
ing the  manner  of  performing  it.  A law  was 
palled  for  this  purpofe,  on  the  firft  of  March, 
I 790. 

The  marfhal  of  every  diftrift^  was  ordered  to 
fiiperintend  the  enumeration  of  the  Hate  where 
he  exercifed  his  functions.  In  this  work  he  was 
authorized  to  call  in  what  aid  and  affiftance  he 
might  judge  proper.  He  was  ordered  to  make  a 
return  to  the  prefident  of  the  United  States,  dif- 
tinguifhing,  in  the  table  of  population,  the  num- 
ber of  free  males  under  and  over  the  age  of  fix- 
teen  years,  the  free  women  and  girls  of  every  age, 
and  the  Haves.  The  Indians  who  might  live  in. 
the  dift  rifts  were  not  to  be  included  in  the  lift  of 
population. 

* This  office  is  the  fame  in  the  courts  of  juRice  of  the 
United  States  as  that  of  1 h e riff  in  thofe  of  particular  Rates  ; 
the  diRridt  being  conlidered  as  nothing  but  a Rate  fubjeft  to 
judicial  orders,  it  is  the  extent  and  bounds  of  a judge  of  a 
'diftrftt,  and  we  have  ffiewn,  under  the  article  of  the  judicial 
order,  that  there  is  one  of  theft  in  every  Rate. 

Every 
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Every  affiftant  in  enumerating  the  people 
ought,  before  he  fends  his  account  to  the  mar- 
fhal,  to  affix  it  in  two  or  three  of  the  moft  fre- 
quented places  of  aflembly  within  his  bounds, 
that  it  may  receive  the  corrections  which  the  in- 
habitants may  fuggeft,  giving  au  account  of  the 
reafons  why  they  ought  to  be  made.  Every  head 
of  a family  who  refufes  to  give  to  the  affiftant, 
when  he  is  taking  his  account,  the  number  of  his 
or  her  family,  or  gives  in  an  incorreCt  one,  incurs 
a fine  of  twenty  dollars.  The  affiftant,  himfelf, 
incurs  a fine  of  two  hundred  dollars  if  his  ac- 
count be  incorreCt,  or  if  it  was  not  returned  to 
the  marfiial  of  the  diftrICt  at  the  time  required. 
The  marfiial  is  pumfhed  by  a fine  of  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  if  he  alters  the  accounts  of  his  aft 
fiftants,  or  omits  fending  his  own  to  the  prefident 
ot  the  United  States  at  the  time  appointed. 

Every  marfiial  receives  as  a reward  for  his  la- 
bour, from  two  to  five  hundred  dollars,  according 
to  the  extent  of  his  diftriCt.  The  affiftant,  for 
his  particular  trouble,  receives  a dollar  for  every 
hundred  and  fifty  perlons  in  the  country,  and  the 
fame  for  every  three  hundred  perfons  in  towns, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  are  contiguous.  Some- 
times he  receives  the  fame  for  every  fifty  perfons, 
when  the  account  is  taken  in  places  where  the 
inhabitants  are  much  Scattered,*  The  judges  of 

the 
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the  diftriét  regulate  the  fum  of  thefe  proportions 
by  the  advice,  and  at  the  requeft  of  the  marfhaL 

For  every  copy  of  his  account  which  the  af- 
fûtant affixes  for  public  infpedion>  he  is  paid  two 
dollars; 

The  whole  of  this  enumeration  ought  to  be 
performed  in  nine  months  ; the  total  expence  o£ 
it  is  eftimated  at  forty  thoufand  dollars  every  time 
it  is  made. 

The  enumeration  of  the  people  taken  in  lfQl, 
by  virtue  of  law,  announced  a population  of  three 
millions  nine  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thou- 
fand three  hundred  and  twenty-fix  inhabitants, 
of  which  three  millions  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty-nine  were 
free  ; among  whom  were  fifty-feven  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  feven  negroes,  or  perfons  of 
colour,  and  fix  hundred  and  ninety- feven  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  and  ninety-one  flaves. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  the  weft 
are  not  included  in  this  number  ; but  the  po- 
pulation there  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  if  it  were 
added,  it  would  make  no  important  difference  in 
the  total  number. 

It  is  believed,  upon  a feries  of  partial  oblerva- 
tions,  that  the  population  of  the  United  States  is 
doubled  every  fifteen  years  ; not  including  in  this 
eftimation  the  emigration  from  Europe,  which 

varies 
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varies  annually,  and  is  at  prefent  much  lefs  than 
it  was  fome  years  fmce  ; but  the  exaél  number 
cannot  be  known,  becaufe  there  is  no  regifter 
kept  of  them  at  the  different  places  where  they 
arrive  at  ; this  emigration  conflits  principally  of 
Irifh.  But  not  to  exaggerate  the  increafe  of  po- 
pulation in  the  United  States,  I do  not  fuppofe 
it  is  doubled  in  lefs  than  twenty  years,  that  is  five 
in  the  hundred  every  year. 

The  population  w^as  in  179 1,  four  millions; 
in  twenty  years  it  will  be  augmented  to  eight 
millions  ; in  forty  years  to  fixteen  ; in  fixty  years 
to  thirty-two  ; in  eighty  years  to  fixty-four  ; and 
in  eighty-five  years  to  eighty  millions  ; then  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  will  be  peopled  in 
the  fame  proportion  that  France  was  before  the 
revolution.  The  extent  of  the  territory  pofTeffed 
by  the  United  States,  after  the  war,  was  fix  hun- 
dred and  forty  millions  of  acres,  from  which  fifty- 
one  millions  ought  to  be  deducted  for  lakes  and 
rivers,  and  then  there  will  remain  five  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  millions  of  acres. 

Befides,  they  have  granted  to  the  Indians, 
whofe  rights  they  have  acknowledged,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  millions,  which  reduced  their 
pofleffions  to  three  hundred  and  fixty-nine  mil- 
lions. 

But  by  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  in  1 7Q5, 

their 
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their  territory  has  been  increafed  twenty-three 
millions  of  acres  ; fo  that  their  aétual  territory  is 
three  hundred  and  eighty-two  millions  of  acres. 

In  thefe  calculations  I have  negleéled  odd  num* 
hers;  the  American  geographers  and  land-fur- 
veyors  eftimate  the  extent  of  the  territory  at 
three  hundred  eighty-two  millions  four  hundred 
twenty-one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty 
acres. 

France,  when  the  enumeration  of  the  people 
Was  taken  by  order  of  the  conftituent  aflembly, 
contained  twenty-feven  millions  one  hundred  and 
fixty-nine  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  its  extent 
was,  at  the  fame  time,  (anterior  to  its  conquefts) 
twenty-fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty  fquard 
leagues,  at  the  rate  of  two  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  eighty  toifes  to  a league,  of  which  the  total 
is  a hundred  and  thirty-one  millions  two  hundred 
twenty-two  thoufand  and  ninety-five  acres.  Her 
extent  of  territory  was  to  that  of  the  United  States 
as  nine  to  twenty-fix,  very  nearly.  The  United 
S tates,  therefore,  muft  have  a population  of  nearly 
eighty  millions  of  inhabitants  to  be  peopled  in  the 
fame  proportion  as  France  • and  it  has  been 
fhewn,  that  according  to  the  leaf:  favourable  cal- 
culations, they  may  arrive  at  that  fiate  in  1 8.7  O'. 

^ What  an  enormous  fund,  a great  and  inex- 
hauftible  fource  of  profpcrity,  muft  fuch  a popu- 
lation. 
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lation  afford,  particularly  when  deftined  to  be 
fpread  over  lands  eafy  to  be  made  fertile,  over  a 
country  watered  by  the  fineft  rivers,  with  the 
means  of  extending  the  interior  navigation  to  al- 
moft  every  fpot. 

It  is  true  that  this  increafmg  progreffion  of 
population  may  be  diminifhed  by  feveral  circurri- 
ftances  ; and  even  that  this  progreffion  may  be* 
come  lefs  in  proportion  as  population  arrives  to  a 
great  number  ; for  then  marriages  will  become 
lefs  frequent,  lefs  early,  and  probably  lefs  fruitful. 
But  it  is  not  neceffary  for  the  United  States  to 
arrive  at  this  high  degree  of  population  before 
they  profit  by  the  abundance  and  richnefs  of  their 
foil,  maintain  an  active  induftry,  and  nourifh  with 
their  produce  a lolid  and  rich  commerce  ; and 
fhould  they  never  reach  fo  high  as  to  the  two- 
thirds,  or  at  leaft  to  one-half  of  the  population 
to  which  it  appears  by  calculation  they,  may  at- 
tain in  twenty-five  years,  they  may  be  more  nu- 
merous than  is  neceffary  for  them  to  become  a 
rich  and  refpedable  nation.  Bad  laws,  illiberal 
or  weak  principles  in  the  legifiature  or  govern- 
ment, can  alone  oppofe  the  profperity  and  the 
greatnefs  deftined  for  them, 
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OF  THE  COIN  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  United  States  have  a mint  ; the  law 
which  ordered  its  eftablifhment  was  made  in  the 
month  of  April  1792.  It.  regulates  the  divifion, 
the  value,  and  the  ftandard  of  the  money  of  the 
United  States. 

The  divifion  and  value  of  thefe  monies  are  as 
follow  : 

GOLD  COIN. 

The  eagle,  value  ten  dollars. 

The  half-eagle,  value  five  dollars. 

The  quarter- eagle,  value  two  dollars  and  a half. 

SILVER  COIN. 

The  dollar,  value  a hundred  cents. 

The  half-dollar,  value  fifty  cents. 

The  quarter-dollar,  value  twenty-five  cents. 

The  tenth  of  a dollar,  value  twelve  cents  and  a 
half. 

The  half-tenth,  value  fix  cents  and  a quarter. 

COPPER  COIN. 

The  cent,  value  the  hundredth  part  of  a dollar. 

The  half  cent,  value  the  two  hundredth  of  a 
dollar. 

The  weight  of  thefè  is  as  follows  : 


The 
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The  eagle  ought  to  contain  two  hundred  and 
forty-feven  grains  and  a half  of  pure  gold,  or  two 
hundred  and  feventy  grains  of  ftandard  gold, 
which  is  thus  regulated  ; eleven  parts  of  pure 
gold  in  twelve,  and  a twelfth  of  alloy,  of  which 
nearly  one-half  ought  to  be  of  filver. 

The  half  eagle  ought  to  contain  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  grains  and  three-fourths  of  pure 
gold,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  grains  of  al- 
loy gold. 

The  quarter  eagle  ought  to  contain  flxty-one 
grains  of  pure  gold,  or  fixty-feven  grains  and  half 
of  alloy  gold. 

The  dollar  ought  to  contain  three  hundred  and 
feventy-one  grains  one-fourth  of  pure  filver,  or 
four  hundred  and  fixteen  grains  of  alloy  filver. 

The  ftandard  of  filver  is  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  eighty-five  parts  of  pure  filver,  and 
one  hundred  and  feventy- nine  parts  of  alloy, 
which  is  of  pure  copper. 

The  half  dollar  ought  to  contain  a hundred 
and  eighty-five  grains  and  five-eighths  of  pure 
filver,  or  two  hundred  and  eighty  grains  of 
ftandard  filver. 

A quarter  dollar  ought  to  contain  ninety-two 
grains  thirteen-fixteenths  of  pure  filver,  or  one 
hundred  and  four  grains  of  ftandard  filver. 

The  tenth  of  a dollar  ought  to  contain  thirty- 
N n 2 feven 
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feven  grains  one-eighth  of  pure  filver,  or  fifty- 
two  grains  of  ftandard  filver. 

The  half-tenth  ought  to  contain  eighteen  grains 
one-fixteenth  of  pure  filver,  or  twenty-fix  grains 
of  ftandard  filver. 

The  cent  ought  to  contain  eleven  penny- 
weights'of  copper. 

The  half-cent  ought  to  contain  five  and  a half. 

The  gold  and  filver  coin  ought,  according  to 
law,  to  bear  on  one  fide  an  emblematical  figure  of 
Liberty,  and  upon  the  other  the  eagle  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  words  “ United  States.” 

The  copper  coins,  inftead  of  the  American 
eagle,  bear  an  infcription  denominating  their 
value. 

The  proportional  value  between  gold  and  filver 
when  coined,  to  the  coin  of  the  United  States, 
is  determined  by  comparing  one  pound  of  the 
one  to  fifteen  of  the  other;  that  is  to  fay,  one 
pound  of  coined  gold  is  equal  to  fifteen  pounds 
of  coined  filver. 

This  law  contains  alfo  all  other  regulations 
necelTary  for  the  eft'ablilhment  of  the  mint,  and 
charges  the  prefident  to  order  and  overfee  the 
expences  of  buildings,  machines,  &c. 

All  the  counties  of  the  United  States  are  re- 
quired to  make  ufe  of  thefe  coins. 

The  Spanifli  dollar  is  the  only  piece  of  foreign 

coin 
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coin  which  is  current  in  the  United  States  as 
money*  all  others*  which  had  received  a valuation 
by  the  law*  are  only  received  by  weight  fince 
1 795. 

A report  of  a committee  of  the  houfe  of  reprc- 
fentatives  ftated,  at  the  beginning  of  1795*  that 
the  mint*  fince  its  eftablifhment*  had  not  ftruck 
off  in  copper  coin  more  than  one  million  eighty  - 
feven  thoufand  five,  hundred  cents,  equal  in  value 
to  ten  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy-five 
dollars  ; and  in  filver  coin  no  more  than  thirty- 
four  thoufiind  one  hundred  and  fixty-five  dollars. 
This  paucity  of  the  produce  of  the  mint  is  attri- 
buted to  different  embarraflments  and  delays 
which  it  has  experienced  in  the  completion  of 
its  eftablifhment,  of  which  the  expences  then 
amounted  to  fifty-eight  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  ninety-four  dollars. 

The  director  of  the  mint*  when  he  entered 
into  office  at  the  end  of  the  year  17Q5*  in  his  re- 
port of  its  ftate*  at  the  beginning  of  his  admi- 
niftration*  after  fearçhing  the  regifter,  reports* 
that  the  pieces  of  money  which  had  been  fabri- 
cated fince  the  foundation  of  the  eftablifhment* 
and  fent  to  the  treafury  of  the  United  State!* 
on  the  lft  of  December*  1796*  were  as  follow  : 
Eagles  - - . - 8*875 

Half-eagles  - 12*100 

N n 3 Quarter- 
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Quarter-eagles 

Dollars 

Half-dollars 

Quarter- dollars 

Tenths 

Half-tenths 

Cents 

Half-cents 


66 

- 272,941 

323,144 
5,8Q4 
22,135 
96,649 
2,140,732 
258,014 


Total  value  414,175  dollars  70  cents. 

The  greateft  part  of  this  money  was  ftruck 
in  the  year  1796.  This  eftablifhment  has  hi- 
therto been  more  expenfive  than  ufeful  to  the 
finances  of  the  United  States. 

After  deducing  the  value  of  the  money  coined 
and  fent  to  the  treafury,  it  had  coft,  at  the  end 
of  1796,  more  than  twenty-one  thoufand  dol- 
lars ; and  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  in  his  efti- 
m at  ion  of  the  expencesof  the  year  179?,  reckons 
thofe  of  the  mint  to  amount  to  fourteen  thou- 
fand dollars. 

The  money  in  circulation  in  the  United  States 
is  efiimated  at  eight  millions  of  dollars  in  value. 


A SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  CLIMATE  AND  MAN- 
NERS OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  whole  length  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  is-bifeéted  by  one  chain  of  mountains,  un- 
der 
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der  different  names  : fome  other  mountains  en- 
twine themfelves  with  this  chain  at  feveral  points 
in  its  extent,  but  their  bounds  are  not  extenfive. 
The  long  chain  which  divides  the  United  States, 
runs  from  north-eaft  to  fouth-weft.  The  plains 
between  thefe  mountains  and  the  fea  are  very- 
narrow  in  the  provinces  of  the  north  ; and  the 
land  there  is  generally  ftony,  though  very  fruitful 
in  many  places. 

From  Pennlyl vania  to  North  Carolina  the 
plains  become  larger,  and  the  foil  is  fat,  fandy, 
clayey,  and  fertile;  but  they  are  yet  much  more 
extenfive  from  South  Carolina  to  Florida  ; the 
land  then  becomes  low,  flat,  covered  with  water, 
and  appears  to  have  been  quitted  by  the  fea  at  a 
period  not  very  dlftant. 

To  the  weft  of  this  long  chain  of  mountains, 
the  vaft  country  which  extends  to  the  MiffifippJ 
is  of  the  greateft  fertility,  and  watered  by  the 
fineft  rivers,  which  flow  either  into  this  great 
river,  or  into  the  Ohio,  which,  after  a courfe  of 
fifteen  hundred  miles,  falls  into  it  itfelf. 

It  is  this  long  chain  of  mountains  which  divides 
the  waters  which  run  into  the  Atlantic,  from 
thofe  which,  throwing  themfelves  into  the  Mif- 
fifippi,  and  into  the  rivers  which  difcharge  them- 
felves there,  gain  the  gulf  of  Mexico  ; in  the 
Time  manner  as  the  yellow  mountains,  at  eight  or 
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nine  hundred  miles  beyond  the  Miffifippi,  divide 
the  waters  which  flow  into  this  river  from  thofe 
which  fall  into  the  South  Sea. 

The  great  difference  of  latitude  produces  a pro-? 
portional  change  in  the  climates  of  different  liâtes. 
The  fnow  covers  Vermont  and  the  province  of 
Maine  during  five  or  fix  months  of  the  year,  and 
the  winter  there  lafls  feven  ; while  there  is  hardly 
any  winter  in  South  Carolina,  and  Hill  lefs  in 
Georgia  ; and  fhould  any  fnow  fall  there,  it  does 
not  remain  two  days  upon  the  ground. 

The  fudden  variations  of  the  temperature  is  a 
common  charadteriltic  of  the  climate  of  the  dif- 
ferent liâtes.  It  is  ufual  to  fee  the  thermometer 
fall  or  rife  twenty-five  degrees  in  twenty-four 
hours,  according  to  the  fcale  of  Farenheit,  equal 
to  eleven  degrees  one-ninth  of  Reaumur,  I have 
feen  it  fall  very  often,  and  particularly  in  April 
1790,  in  twelve  hours,  from  the  twentieth  de- 
gree of  Reaumur,  equal  to  the  feve nty- feven th 
of  Farenheit,  to  five  of  Reaumur,  equal  to  forty- 
four  and  a half  of  Farenheit;  and  this  obferva- 
tion  has  been  made  at  Wilmington  in  Delaware, 
and  at  Baltimore. 

The  cold  is  incomparably  ftronger  and  more 
durable  in  America  than  in  Europe  in  the  fame 
latitude,  and  the  heat  more  intenfe,  more  oppref- 
five,  and  more  infuppor table.  It  may  be  remark- 
ed, 
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ed,  that  in  the  different  latitudes  of  the  continent 
of  North  America,  the  heat  differs  more  in  its 
duration  than  in  its  power;  in  1795  I have  feen, 
in  Upper  Canada,  the  thermometer  of  Farenheit 
rife  in  July  to  the  ninety-fecond  degree  ; in  the 
month  of  Auguft  in  the  fame  year  I have  feen 
it  at  ninety-fix  at  Albany.  At  Savannah,  in 
Georgia,  it  feldom  rifes  beyond  that  ; and  from 
Newark,  in  Upper  Canada,  or  Albany,  in  the 
ffate  of  New  York,  to  Savannah,  there  is  a differ- 
ence of  fourteen  degrees  of  latitude  ; but  the 
thermometer  remains,  during  a month  or  two  at 
Savannah,  at  this  height,  and  very  feldom  two 
days  together  in  the  northern  ffates. 

This  great  variation  of  climate  affedts  very 
fenfibly  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States.  People  become  old  in  America 
fooner  than  in  Europe  ; and  it  is  more  rare  to 
fee  men  of  a great  age  there,  efpecially  in  the 
fiâtes  fouth  of  New  England. 

The  influence  of  the  climate  upon  females 
is  ftill  more  fenfible.  When  young  they  are 
generally  beautiful,  and  more  particularly  fo  at 
Philadelphia  ; but  after  twenty  years  of  age  they 
foon  begin  to  lofe  their  frefli  colour  ; at  twenty- 
five  many  of  them  might  be  taken  for  Euro- 
peans of  forty;  their  bloom  is  no  more,  and  their 
form  has  already  fuffered  a change,  If  they  have 
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previoufly  been  mothers,  their  alteration  is  {till 
more  premature  ; yet  neither  nightly  revels,  the 
abufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  the  want  of  exercife, 
nor  an  excefs  of  it,  can  be  brought  as  a pretext 
for  this  early  change.  If  in  the  eaflern  ftates  the 
period  of  their  beauty  fhould  be  lengthened,  it  is 
but  for  a fhort  time. 

The  number  of  children  which  die  in  their 
infancy  is  proportionably  much  greater  than  in 
Europe.  Colds,  hooping-coughs,  and  diforders 
of  the  throat,  take  off  a great  quantity.  The 
moft  common  difeafes  in  all  the  ftates  are  flow- 
ings of  the  cheft,  confumptions,  and  bilious  and 
putrid  fevers  ; I do  not  mention  intermitting  fe- 
vers, the  moft  frequent  of  all,  becaufe  they  are 
not  mortal,  though  they  fometimes  degenerate 
into  bilious  fevers. 

An  epidemical  difeafe,  during  feveral  of  the  laft 
years,  has  made  great  ravages  in  the  United  States, 
From  Bofton  there  is  hardly  a maritime  town 
but  what  has  felt  its  fatal  effects  during  five  or  fix 
years.  Philadelphia,  in  1 79 3,  loft  by  this  malady 
one- tenth  of  its  population.  At  the  moment  I am 
quitting  America,  this  city  is  ft  ill  defolated  by 
this  i courge  ; and  if  the  number  of  her  victims 
be  lefs  confiderable  than  it  has  been  during  four 
years,  it  is  becaufe  nine-tenths  of  the  inhabitants 
took  flight  at  the  firft  appearance  of  this  dread- 
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ful  diforder  ; for  among  thofe  who  remained  the, 
proportion  of  death  appears  yet  greater.  This 
difeafe  does  not  mamfeft  itfelf  till  near  the  clofe 
of  the  fummer,  and  does  not  ceafe  till  the  cold 
feafon  fets  in.  I will  not  undertake  to  fpeak  of  its 
fymptoms,  which  appear  to  be  very  curious  ; nor 
of  its  treatment,  upon  which  the  opinions  of  al- 
moft  all  the  phyftcians  of  the  United  States  vary. 
Since  1 793,  a great  number  of  writings  upon  this 
difeafe  have  appeared,  which  fome  phyficians  be- 
lieve to  have  been  imported  from  the  Antilles, 
while  fome  contend  that  it  is  indigenous  ; fome 
ftate  it  to  be  of  the  moft  communicative  infec- 
tion, and  others  maintain  that  it  is  not  even  epi- 
demic ; and  there  are  who  fay,  that  it  is  only  a 
malignant  fever  of  a ferions  fpecies. 

However  it  may  be,  the  dread  of  this  diforder 
is  fuch,  that  it  is  often  believed  to  have  taken 
place  when  it  has  not,  and  that  many  fimple 
putrid  fevers  receive  the  name  and  thé  treatment 
of  the  yellow  fever. 

It  is  generally  remarked,  that  this  difeafe  has 
not  yet  made  its  appearance  in  any  towns  in  the 
interior  parts  ; that  in  the  maritime  towns  where 
it  has  raged  fo  cruelly,  it  has  hardly  ever  ex- 
tended beyond  the  fame  quarters  ; and  laftly, 
that  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  unfortunate 
places,  the  French  are  among  thofe  who  have 
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been  the  leaft  attacked  with  it*,  onlÿ  one  of  them 
died  at  Philadelphia  in  1/93,  and  only  four  this 
year,  though  no  Frenchman  quitted  the  city. 
The  more  circumfpect  ufe  which  they  make  of 
fpirituous  liquors,  is  the  reafon  which  is  given 
for  the  good  fortune  of  having  efcaped  from  this 
danger,  while  it  was  almoft  general  to  others. 

We  read  almoft  every  where,  that  the  indi- 
genous fpecies,  men  and  animals,  are  fmaller  in 
America  than  in  the  ancient  continent.  It  is 
neceffary  to  have  feen  more  animals  than  I have 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing,  and  to  have  made 
more  pcrfonal  obfervations,  to  have  formed  a 
firm  opinion  upon  this  great  queftion.  What  I 
have  feen  of  indigenous  animals,  bears,  wolves, 
panthers,  foxes,  &c.  have  certainly  appeared  left 
to  me  than  thofe  of  the  fame  fpecies  of  the  old 
world  : it  is  alfo  acknowledged,  that  they  have 
left  ferocity  in  each  of  their  fpecies.  Yet  there 
are  found,  as  I have  already  had  an  occafion  to  ob- 
ferve,  bones  which  appeared  to  belong  to  ani- 
mals, of  much  greater  dimenfions  than  any  known 
to  exift  at  prefent. 

The  domeftic  animals  imported  from  Europe 
lofe  nothing  of  their  fize  by  becoming  inhabitants 
of  America,  when  they  find  the  fame  nourifh- 
ment,  and  the  fame  accommodations,  which  they 
received  in  their  native  foil.  I have  feen  in  New 
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England,  and  in  many  other  parts  of  the  United 
States,  as  fine  cows  as  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world  ; but  they  are  fcarce,  becaufe  the  great 
pains  taken  in  the  different  branches  of  agricul- 
ture are  not  fo  well  known  and  praCtifed  ; and 
it  is  alio  true,  that  the  milk  given  by  thefe  cows 
is  nearly  equal  in  quantity  to  that  given  by  others 
in  Europe,  and  yet  produces  a fourth  part  lefs 
butter  ; and  that  though  the  beef  be  as  fine  in 
America  as  in  Europe,  it  is  not  fo  fubftantiaL 
This  inconteftible  truth  extends  to.  the  vegetable 
productions  ; and  it  is  acknowledged,  for  example, 
that  the  befb  American  flour,  ground  in  the  befi; 
mills,  and  made  of  the  beft  com,  does  not  equal 
either  in  quantity  or  in  quality  the  European 
flour  ; particularly  that  known  in  commerce  by 
the  name  of  flour  of  motrfac , which  for  that  rea* 
fon  is  always  dearer  than  American  flour,  and 
preferred  to  it  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Antilles. 

As  to  the  Indians,  thofe  whom  I have  feen, 
without  being  remarkably  tall,  are  of  an  ordinary 
ftature,  and  appear  to  be  ftrong,  and  of  a good 
conftitution.  The  ufe  of  rum  weakens  and  ener- 
vates them — brings  on  a premature  old  age,  and 
death  ; but  this  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  either 
nature  or  the  climate.  Travellers  who  have 
feen  many  more  Indians  than  I,  and  particularly 
Indians  at  a greater  diflance  from  the  habita- 
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tions  of  whites,  have  affured  me  that  they  have 
found  tribes  of  men  very  tall,  and  always,  like 
the  reft  of  mankind,  ftronger  in  proportion  to 
their  fobriety. 

The  vegetable  kingdom,  in  America,  is  ad- 
mirably rich  and  abundant  ; and  particularly  fo 
in  the  fouthern  ftates,  where  the  plants,  in  great 
abundance,  have  a quick  and  ftrong  growth  ; and 
in  the  more  northern  parts,  where  their  growth 
is  not  fo  fpeedy  or  their  odour  fo  great,  have  ge- 
nerally an  agreeable  exhalation.  M.  de  Caftig- 
lioni,  an  Italian  traveller,  who  appears  to  have 
feen  America  with  a penetrating  eye,  and  to  have 
carried  his  profound  refearches  into  the  vegetable 
kingdom  in  particular,  fays,  that  the  vegetables 
which  grow  in  the  United  States  have  a great  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  which  grow  under  the  fame 
latitudes  in  the  ancient  continent.  After  the 
moft  minute  inquiry  into  the  different  natures 
of  the  foil,  of  the  climates,  of  the  various  vege- 
table productions  in  the  United  States,  it  eyi- 
dently  appears,  that  there  is  not  any  productions, 
except  fugar,  of  which  the  foil  of  the  United 
States  is  not  capable  of  producing,  by  the  aid  of 
an  appropriate  culture.  Perhaps  as  to  fome  of 
them  the  country  may  not  yet  be  quite  conge- 
nial ; but  the  number  of  thofe  is,  I believe,  very 
moonfiderable. 
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There  is  a great  variety  of  birds  in  America, 
and  for  the  moft  part  their  plumage  is  exceed- 
ingly rich  and  brilliant.  There  are  but  few  of 
them  which  entirely  refemble  thofe  of  the  fame 
fpecies  in  Europe,  if  there  be  a fpecies  in  exig- 
ence abfolutely  alike.  Except  the  mocking-bird, 
which  counterfeits  the  cries  of  all  the  other  birds, 
there  are  few  of  them  which  have  a varied  fong, 
or  even  a charming  note  ; and  on  this  account  a 
walk  in  the  woods  is  much  lefs  delightful  than  in 
Europe. 

The  ftriking  difference  there  is  between  the 
animal  and  vegetable  productions  of  the  two  he- 
mifpherçs  is  far  from  being  applicable  to  the  mi- 
neral kingdom.  The  form  of  mountains,  rocks, 
and  beds  of-different  minerals  in  North  America, 
are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  old  world.  There 
are  found  there  different  fpecies  of  granite,  com- 
bined and  varied  as  in  the  mountains  of  Europe  ; 
innumerable  kinds  of  fchiftes  ; of  lime-flones, 
more  or  lefs  perfect,  and  more  or  lefs  fine;  and 
minerals  of  almoft  every  fpecies.  Upon  the  eaft 
coaft  of  the  Atlantic,  from  the  bay  of  Penobfcot, 
as  far  as  Georgia,  and,  I am  affured,  from  thence 
as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Miffifippi,  there  are 
not  any  Hones  found  of  a fecondary  fpecies,  or 
fuch  of  which  any  traces  of  the  mode  of  their 
formation  can  be  difcovered;  they  are  all  of  the 
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granite  kind,  containing  in  them  veins  of"  quartz* 
calcareous  ipar,  marble,  and  different  forts  of  mi- 
nerals ; but  none  of  them  fliew  any  traces  of  ve- 
getable or  animal  productions  enveloped  in  their 
beds. 

The  mountains  of  Canada,  thofe  of  Lakes 
George  and  Champlain,  and  of  the  Alleghanies 
excepted,  the  fummits  of  all  the  others  are  flat* 
and  appear  evidently  to  have  been  formed  upon 
the  fame  horizontal  level.  In  fliort,  every  thing 
in  the  mineral  kingdom  exhibits  figns  of  a coun- 
try more  recently  quitted  by  the  waters  than  the 
three  other  parts  of  the  world. 

The  characters  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  dif- 
ferent ftates  may  be  expeCled  to  be  as  diffimilar 
to  each  other  as  the  climates  of  the  countries 
they  inhabit  are  various.  The  climate  itfelf,  the 
original  formation  of  thefe  colonies,  their  ancient 
governments,  and  the  diverfity  of  nations  of 
which  the  population  of  the  United  States  is 
compofed,  has  in  reality  impreffed  this  difference 
between  them.  The  poffeffion  and  ufage  of 
flaves  alone  mufl  have  introduced  a great  differ- 
ence in  their  manners.  While  paffing  through 
the  different  ftates,  I have  tried  to  give  a iketch 
of  this  diverfity.  Yet  there  are  traits  almoft 
common  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  ; and  the  caufe  of  this  parity  may  be  found 
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in  the  recent  origin  of  all  theft  people,  in  the 
great  difficulties  which  they  experienced  in  their 
eflablifhments,  and  even  in  the  adtual  conflitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States. 

The  traits  of  character  common  to  all,  are  ar- 
dour for  eiiterprife,  courage,  greedinefs,  and  an 
advantageous  opinion  of  themfelves.  The  title 
of  the  moji  enlightened  nation  of  the  whole  world > 
which  the  committee  of  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives  appointed  to  propofe  the  anfwer  of  the  houfe 
to  the  addrefs  of  the  preudent,  in  December  1 
has  given  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  will 
beofitfelf  a proof  of  that  good  opinion  they  have 
of  themfelves,  which  I give  as  a common  cha- 
raâeriftic,  efpecially  if  it  be  known  with  what  la- 
bour, and  after  what  long  difcuffidns,  the  houfe 
determined  to  make  the  facrihce  of  this  fuperla- 
tive,  with  which  the  modefty  of  the  majority  of 
the  United  States  had  not  been  embatraffed, 
1 quote  this  example  as  the  moft  ftriking  and  the 
moft  national  ; but,  to  tell  the  truth,  aim  oft  all 
the  books  printed  in  America,  and  the  individual 
eonverfations  of  the  Americans,  furnifh  proofs  of 
it  daily.  This  character,  which  none  of  thofe,  I 
believe,  who  have  feen  America  will  deny  to  be 
that  of  the  United  States,  is  an  exaggeration  pro- 
ceeding from  the  newnefs  of  their  eftablifhments, 
and  will  wear  out  in  time.  Their  courage  will 
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be  more  exceptionable  ftill  to  thofe  who  have 
the  flighted  knowledge  of  the  war  for  independ- 
ency. Habituated  to  fatigue  from  their  infancy, 
having  for  the  moft  part  made  their  fortune  by 
their  labour  and  their  induftry,  fatigue  and  labour 
are  not  yet  become  repugnant  even  to  thofe  in  the 
moft  eafy  circumftances  ; while  they  wifh  to  en- 
joy the  eafe  and  fwee ts  of  life,  they  do  not  regard 
them  as  abfolute  wants  ; they  know  how  to  dif- 
penfe  with  them,  and  to  quit  them  and  travel  in 
the  woods  whenever  their  intereft  requires  it;  they 
can  forget  them,  whenever  a reverfe  of  fortune 
takes  them  away  ; and  they  know  how  to  run 
after  fortune  when  file  efcapes  them  ; for,  as  I 
have  often  faid  before,  the  defire  of  riches  is  their 
ruling  paffion,  and  indeed  their  only  paffion. 

The  ridiculous  aflertion  advanced  by  tome 
writers,  that  the  new  world  could  not  produce 
genius  and  talents  like  the  old,  has  been  proved 
to  be  abfurd  by  the  mere  citation  of  the  name 
of  fome  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  whofe 
genius  and  brilliant  talents  wrould  do  honour  to 
any  country  whatever  ; and  it  may  be  fuppofed 
that  file  will  produce  others.  Further,  the  Ame- 
rican people  are  intelligent,  eager  to  inveftigate, 
and  difpofed  to  inftrudtion  ; and  many  examples 
of  men  may  be  mentioned,  who,  without  edu- 
cation, have  invented  and  conftrufled  works? 
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particularly  in  mechanics,  worthy  of  thé  beft 
workmen  in  Europe.  It  is  nevertheiefs  certain, 
that  the  number  of  men  diftinguifhed  for  fcicnce 
and  literature  there,  is  much  lefs  than  in  the  na- 
tions of  Éürope,  though,  as  Mr.  Morfe  fays  in  his 
Geography,  there  muft  be  a reafon  for  this. differ- 
ence : the  means  of  inftruftion  are  lefs  complete, 
and  not  fo  éxtenfive— doubtlefs  this  is  one  reafon  ; 
but  I regard  it  as  only  a fecondary  caufe  ; and 
that  this  ftate  of  imperfection  of  the  public  edu- 
cation is  itfelf  only  the  confequence  of  a caufe  of 
more  general  influence*  I mean,  that  continual 
occupation  of  getting  money,  common  to  all 
orders  and  profeffions.  The  ftudy  of  the  fciences 
and  of  letters  requires,  to  make  much  progrefs, 
that  the  mind  fhould  be  difengaged  from  all  other 
predominant  employments  ; it  demands  the  exer- 
tion of  all  our  faculties  ; aiid  it  is  known,  that 
the  paffion  for  money  is  that,  of  all  others,  which 
keeps  the  moft  confiant  poffeffion  of  the  mind  of 
him  who  is  tainted  with  it,  and  that  it  renders 
the  mind  lefs  fiifceptible  of  all  diftraCtion,  at  leaft 
from  all  other  purfuits* 

In  Europe,  where  the  cultivation  of  the  fciences 
and  of  letters  is  the  principal  occupation  of  thofe 
who  diftinguifh  themfelves  in  them,  and  is,  for 
that  reafon,  a particular  order,  it  will  be  found 
that  no  profeffion  has  furnifhed  fewer  learned  and 
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literary  men  than  thofe  which  employ  the  mind 
in  calculations  of  lofs  and  gain  : and  in  America 
it  will  be  found,  that  thofe  who  have  been,  and 
thofe  who  can  now  be  reckoned  among  learned 
men,  are  or  were,  by  character  or  by  fituation, 
the  moft  exempt  from  this  common  difpofition 
of  their  fellow  citizens. 

A better  and  more  complete  fyftem  of  inftruc- 
tion  than  that  which  is  now  generally  followed 
in  the  colleges  of  the  United  States,  would  aug- 
ment but  little  the  number  of  men  who  give 
themfelves  up  to  the  fciences  and  to  letters,  fo 
long  as  the  manners  of  the  people  continue  to 
direct  the  defires  and  thoughts  towards  the  ac- 
quirement of  wealth.  The  term  of  education  in 
America  is  too  Short  ; a young  man  hardly  arrives 
at  the  age  of  fixteen  years,  before  his  parents  are 
defirous  of  placing  him  in  the  counting-houfe  of 
a merchant,  or  in  the  office  of  a lawyer.  He 
has  not  yet  been  able  to  acquire  at  college  that 
degree  of  inftruetion  which  would  give  him  the 
means  of  refigning  himfelf  to  the  fciences  and  to 
letters,  if  he  had  a tafte  for  them.  He  foon  lofes 
every  other  idea  than  thofe  which  can  prepare 
the  way  and  hurry  him  on  to  the  acquifition  of 
a fortune  ; he  fees  no  other  views  in  thofe  around 
him,  or  in  fociety  ; he  fees  his,  profits,  and  his 
whole  confideration  is  attached  to  fucceffes  of  this 

kind  ; 
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kind  ; how  can  he  preferve  any  other  views  ? It 
is  therefore  this  general  difpofition  which  oppofes 
the  perfe&ability  of  the  public  inftruftion,  which, 
of  whatever  kind  it  might  have  been,  could  not 
have  prevailed  over  the  impatience  of  parents  to 
put  their  children  into  the  road  of  acquiring 
riches,  and  over  that  exclufive  paffion  to  follow 
this  career,  which  the  latter  imbibe  with  the 
milk  from  the  breafts  of  their  mothers. 

They  complain  in  the  United  States,  and 
doubtlefs  with  great  reafon,  that  a conliderable 
number  of  American  citizens,  forgetful  of  the 
country  to  which  they  belong,  are  now  arming 
privateers  in  France,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
American  fhips,  which  the  French  government 
deem  lawful  prizes  ; and  thefe  complaints  axe 
certainly  well-founded,  fince  there  are  but  few 
greater  crimes  of  which  a citizen  can  be  guilty» 
But  whence  arofe  the  principles  of  this  horrid 
crime,  if  not  from  that  paffion  fo  openly  avowed 
in  America,  of  getting  money,  and  becoming 
rich — a paffion  which  leads  to  an  indifference 
about  the  means,  when  it  has  become  fo  general. 
This  is  what  makes  lociety  connive  at  unjuft 
payments,  at  fraudulent  bankruptcies,  and  encou- 
rages the  lending  qf  money  at  an  enormous  in- 
tereft,  which  the  law  condemns. 

This  difpofition  is  natural  to  a new  people, 
O o 3 placed 
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placed  in  a foreign  territory,  and  under  circum- 
ftances  which  have  afforded  fo  many  means  of 
greedinefs.  But  it  has,  neverthelefs,  the  moft 
pernicious  effedls  ; it  is  no  lefs  pregnant  with  the 
imminent  danger  of  benumbing  the  love  of  li- 
berty. Time  will  reduce  it  to  its  juft  bounds, 
and  the  United  States  will  certainly  take  among 
the  ancient  nations  their  rank  in  knowledge  and 
in  the  fciences,  as  well  as  in  power.  But  it  is 
indubitable,  that  the  rapidity  of  the  progrefs  of 
thefe  important  improvements  yet  depends  upon 
the  fpeed  with  which  a revolution  fhall  be  made 
in  this  branch  of  the  national  manners. 

I have  fpoken  of  the  infufficiency  of  the  public 
inftrucftion  in  the  United  States  for  making  men 
of  fcience  ; and  though  I have  pointed  out  the 
canfe  of  that  infufficiency  to  be  in  the  manners 
which  enforce  it,  there  is  no  impropriety  in  mak- 
ing the  ftate  of  it  known. 

The  phyfical  or  natural  part  of  the  education 
of  the  Americans  is  excellent  ; left  to  themfelves 
from  their  tendereft  age,  they  are  expofed  with- 
out precaution  to  the  rigour  of  heat  and  cold, 
feet  and  legs  bare,  with  few  clothes.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  rich  are  not  brought  up  much  more 
tenderly  than  thofe  in  lefs  eafy  circumftançeg  ; in 
the  country,  they  often  go  twice  a day  to  fchools 
two  pr  three  miles  diftant  from  home,  and  alone. 

There 
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There  are  few  American  children  who  cannot 
fwim  boldly,  and  at  ten  years  of  age  manage  a 
gun  and  hunt,  without  meeting  with  an  accident  ; 
and  not  one  who  does  not  ride  with  great  cou™ 
rage,  nor  any  who  fear  fatigue  ; and  the  children 
in  towns  are  not  brought  up  with  more  delicacy. 
This  liberty  given  to  children  teaches  them  to 
take  care  of  themfelves  ; and,  bold  as  they  are, 
they  have  the  prudence  to  avoid  dangers,  which 
children  brought  up  with  much  greater  care 
would  not  avoid.  They  become  flrong  and  en- 
terprifing  men,  whom  no  difficulties  difhearten, 
and  produce  a growing  generation,  which  will 
be  as  invincible  in  its  territory  as  that  which  pre- 
ceded it  proved  itfelf  to  be. 

The  inftruélive  part  of  education  has  not,  at- 
tained  the  fame  perfection.  I have  faid,  that  in 
New  England  the  free-fchools  were  open  to  all 
the  children  ; and  that  the  laws,  as  well  as  the 
manners  of  the  country,  impofed  it  upon  the  pa- 
rents as  a duty  almofl  indifpenfable,  to  profit  by 
the  advantages  of  this  public  inflitution.  New 
England  is  {till  the  only  part  of  the  United  States 
where  thefe  excellent  efiablifhments  have  taken 
place.  But  the  obflacles  which  hitherto  and  do 
ftill  oppofe  fimilar  eftabliffiments  in  the  other 
fiâtes,  will  vaniih.  All  the  legillatures  are  already, 
piore  or  lefs  flruck  with  the  neceffity  of  thefe  in- 
O o 4 flitutions  ; 
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fKtutions  ; they  perceive  that  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs,  which  has  the  public  inftrudtion  for  its  ob- 
ject, lofes  its  advantages  in  proportion  as  fewer 
men  are  in  a fituation  to  profit  by  it  ; and  that 
the  fame  fpirit  which  firft  recognifed  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs  as  a facred  right  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  impofes  upon  her  govern- 
ments the  duty  of  increafmg,  as  much  as  poffible, 
the  number  of  thofe  to  whom  it  may  be  ufefuh 
In  the  free-fchools  are  taught  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic,  together  with  the  principles  of 
religion  and  morality.  Befides  thefe,  there  are 
academies  and  colleges  in  various  parts  of  the 
different  ftates.  The  academies  are  what  are  ge- 
nerally meant  in  France  by  boarding- fchools  or 
fmall  colleges  ; and  the  colleges  are  wrhat  are  fo 
called  there,  dr  rather  what  are  called  in  Eng- 
land univerfities.  They  are  the  laft  ftage  of  edu- 
cation ; it  is  in  thefe  colleges  that  what  are  called 
in  America  the  higher  fciences  are  taught,  and 
degrees  conferred,  &c. 

The  education  of  youth  in  America  is  modelled 
after  that  of  England  ; and  I have  been  told,  by 
well-informed  Englifhmen,  that  it  is  a bad  copy 
of  a bad  original. 

In  the  American  fchools,  the  inftmâion  in 
Latin  is  feldom  extended  further  than  the  firft 
dlaffic  authors— -Cordery,  Erafmus,  Ovid,  and 

fome 
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iome  orations  of  Cicero,  are  almoft  all  the  books 
which  are  read  in  them.  Virgil  and  Horace  are 
read  in  the  colleges,  but  a very  little  of  them. 
The  Roman  hiflorians,  as  Titus  Livius,  and  Taci- 
tus, are  feldom  ufed  there.  Suetonius,  Eutro- 
pius,  and  Cornelius  Nepos,  are  preferred,  and  the 
laft  is  one  of  the  beft  authors  which  are  put 
into  the  hands  of  youth.  Greek  is  but  little 
taught;  and  the  New  Teftament  is  generally  the 
ne  plus  ultra  of  inftruétion  in  this  language,  if 
Homer  be  excepted,  which  is  read  in  the  high 
clafles  of  fome  colleges.  But  the  Greek  tragedies, 
and  the  comedies  of  the  celebrated  Latin  author 
Terence,  and  even  the  eafteft  poets,  and  almoft 
as  famous,  ftich  as  Pindar,  Anacreon,  Heftod, 
and  Theocritus,  are  not  read  there.  As  to  more 
modern  authors,  fuch  as  Plutarch,  Lucian,  &c. 
the  ftudents  know  nothing  more  of  them  than 
what  curioftty  and  a love  of  inftruâion,  very  rare 
among  them,  may  enable  them  to  know,  by  the 
tranflations  of  them  which  they  procure.  The 
Orations  are  the  only  work  of  Cicero  taught  in 
the  academies  pr  in  the  colleges,  at  leaft  entirely, 
and  in  the  .original  language.  His  Offices,  his 
Tufculan,  his  Dialogues,  his  Tra&s  upon  the 
Laws,  upon  Friendfhip,  and  upon  Oratory,  are 
not  read,  or  feldom  fo  at  leaft,  otherwife  than  by 
tranflations. 
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The  Elements  of  Euclid,  and  the  Firfi:  Prin- 
ciples of  Conic  Sections,  are  the  complement 
of  mathematical  inftrudtion.  The  mechanics, 
hydroftatics,  and  hydraulics,  are  taught  after  the 
works  of  Nicholfon,  oftener  after  thofe  of  Fer- 
guffon,  and  the  moft  often  after  thofe  of  Enfield. 
The  name  of  Newton  is  revered  in  America,  and 
where  can  it  not  be  fo  ? But  his  works  are  little 
taught,  and  too  little  time  is  allowed  for  them  to 
be  generally  comprehended. 

The  few  practical  inftruéHons  which  are  given 
in  fome  particular  fchools  upon  the  manner  of 
finding  the  height  of  the  fun,  for  the  purpofe  of 
knowing  the  longitude,  excepted,  there  is  hardly 
any  other  branch  of  this  ipecies  of  information 
cultivated  in  any  of  the  colleges  of  the  United 
States  ; and  the  very  final!  number  of  mariners 
who  with  to  be  inftruéted  only  in  the  practice  of 
taking  obfervations  for  computing  the  longitude, 
cannot  find  any  means  of  doing  it  in  America, 
and  are  induced  to  fearch  for  this  information  in 
England.  Yet  the  tonnage  of  American  vefielS, 
navigating  every  fea  in  the  world,  may  be  efli- 
mated  for  fome  years  paft  at  feven  hundred  thou- 
fand  tons  annually  ; and  improvements  in  navi- 
gation are  the  certain  means  of  augmenting  the 
profits  arifing  from  the  commerce  of  the  feas. 

There  are  in  moft  of  the  colleges  fome  philo- 
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fophical  inftruments,  of  various  degrees  of  per- 
fection ; and  the  youth  receive  more  inftruCtion 
in  experimental  philofophy  than  in  the  more 
exaCt  fciences.  I do  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
particular  profeffor  in  chemiftry  in  any  other  col- 
leges than  in  thofe  of  New  York,  Prince’s-town 
in  New  Jerfey,  and  at  Cambridge  in  Maflachu- 
fetts.  The  little  which  is  taught  of  this  fcience  in 
other  places,  is  by  profeflors  who  teach  philofo- 
phy and  mathematics  together.  s 

I will  not  take  upon  myfelf  to  decide  upon 
medical  inftruCtion,  but  I have  been  informed 
that  in  many  colleges  it  is  excellent  ; and  I be-» 
lieve  it  may  not  be  doubted  but  that  this  excel- 
lence will  extend  over  all  America;  and  if  we 
reflect,  that  in  a country  where  the  love  of  money 
is  fo  predominant,  the  profeffion  which  procures 
the  moil  qC  it  by  the  extenfion  of  acquaintance, 
which  captivates  without  abforbing  the.  whole 
mind  in  ftudy,  mull  produce  many  well-in- 
formed men  ; and  it  will  be  eafy  from  thence  to 
deduce  the  reafons  why  the  clals  of  medicine  pro- 
duces in  America  more  leprned  men  of  almoft 
all  kinds  than  all  the  others,  .and  why  the  fcience 
of  medicine  is  better,  longer,  and  more  com- 
pletely taught. 

The  ftudy  of  theology  is  very  confined  in  the 
American  colleges,  but  I do  not  pretend  to  re- 

prefent 
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prefent  the  total  want  of  this  inftrudion  as  an 
injury. 

But  the  ftudy  of  common  right,  of  the  muni- 
cipal laws,  of  thofe  of  particular  ftates,  or  of  the 
United  States,  make  no  part  of  the  inftrudlion 
received  in  the  colleges.  This  circumftance  ex- 
cites aftonifhment,  in  a republic  where  each  in- 
dividual may  afpire  to  become  a legiflator,  and 
where  every  one,  as  an  elector,  ought  to  be  ca- 
pable of  judging  himfelf  the  qualifications  and 
conduct  of  the  candidates,  the  afts  and  ordinances 
of  government,  and  where,  above  all,  he  ought  to 
know  his  duties,  in  order  to  fulfil  them. 

It  is  not  lefs  extraordinary,  that  the  hiftory  of 
the  United  States,  of  their  revolution,  of  the 
events  which  preceded  and  forced  it  ; of  the  ob- 
ftacles  of  every  nature  which  they  had  to  over- 
come ; of  the  facrifices  of  eafe,  of  the  money  and 
blood  of  their  fellow-citizens  which  they  had  to 
make  ; of  the  mutual  fuccour^  which  the  differ- 
ent ftates  afforded  in  thefe  important  and  perilous 
circumftances,  fhould  not  be  taught  in  thp  col- 
leges or  academies  of  America,  where  the  hiftory 
of  England  is  the  only  modern  one  which  the 
youth  read.  Liberty  is  dearer  to  thofe  who  know 
how  much  it  coft  to  obtain  it  ; and  in  a free 
country,  the  love  of  liberty,  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  refpeét  for  the  conftitution,  are  the 

balls 
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bafis  of  public  morals.  The  hiftory  of  every 
people  who  have  fought  for  their  liberty  > abounds 
in  traits  of  devotednefs,  of  courage,  and  of  difin- 
tereftednefs,  in  which  that  of  the  American  war 
is  very  fertile.  The  tranfmiffion  to  pofterity  of 
the  names  of  thofe  whp  have  honoured  the  Ame- 
rican revolution,  not  only  in  the  higheft  offices, 
but  alfo  in  inferior  ftations,  is  a facred  duty  of  the 
governments,  and  that  can  never  be  completely 
fulfilled,  but  by  inculcating  it  in  the  public 
fchools.  Can  it  be  feared  left  this  kind  of  in- 
ftruélion  fhould  have  the  effeét  of  eternalizing 
the  antipathy  or  preference  of  the  American  na- 
tion to  fuch  or  fuch  European  nation  ? No  ; it 
would  only  prolong  the  fweet  remembrance  of 
the  acquifition  of  liberty,  and  this  remembrance 
is  the  peculiar  property  of  youth,  and  of  future 
ages.  This  remembrance  is  the  hiftory  of  the 
United  States  ; their  citizens  cannot  negled:  mak- 
ing themfelves  familiar  with  thefe  great  events 
without  committing  an  injury,  and,  I will  fay, 
further,  without  incurring  the  fhame  of  being 
ignorant  of  what  it  is  the  firft  duty  of  every  man 
belonging  to  a free  people  to  know.  But  this  re- 
membrance cannot  engage  them  in  any  fteps 
contrary  to  the  duties  of  a moral  and  wife  policy  ; 
it  confirms  them  in  the  resolution  of  keeping 
themfelves  for  ever  independent  of  any  foreign 
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nation  ; and  it  leaves  on  the  minds  of  the  Ame- 
ricans impreffions  of  fatisfaâion  and  of  pride, 
which,  when  they  become  united  with  a found 
and  enlightened  morality,  are  the  embrios  of  pri- 
vate and  public  virtues. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  journal  I have  had  occa- 
fion  to  fpeak  of  learned  focieties;  They  are  Ef- 
ficiently numerous  in  America  ; but,  as  I have 
obferved,  they  are  not  directed  in  a manner  which 
can  make  them  of  that  degree  of  utility  of  which 
they  are  capable,  and  of  which  America  ftands 
fo  much  in  need.  Thefe  focieties  are  nôt  affidu- 
oufly  attended  by  their  members,  arid  this  incon- 
venience belongs  to  that  general  caufe,  that  con- 
fiant application  to  gain  fo  dear  to  them,  that  it 
leaves  no  leifiire  for  any  other. 

There  are  fome  medical  focieties  eftablifhed 
in  America,  which  are  more  diligently  attended, 
where  fome  obfervations  are  made,  though  per- 
haps lefs  perfeft,  and  with  lefs  affiduity,  than 
might  be  defired.  The  medical  fociety  of  Nevv 
York  appears  to  be  that  which  applies  itfelf  with 
the  greateft  diligence  to  the  cultivation  of  thofo 
branches  of  knowledge  confonant  to  its  inftitu- 
tion.  For  fome  time  this  fociety  has  continued 
to  publifh  monthly  a kind  of  journal,  filled  with 
ufeful  and  interefting  trails. 

Befides  this  there  is  not  any  ufeful  journal  or 

periodical 
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periodical  work  publifhed  in  America  of  any  im- 
portance ; there  was  one  publifhed  during  four 
years  at  Philadelphia,  under  the  title  of  the  Ame- 
rican Mufeum,  really  interefting,  on  account  of 
fome  pieces  which  it  contained  upon  politics,  li- 
terature, fome  extraéts  from  good  Engliftr  works, 
and  for  the  details  which  it  gave  of  the  principal 
matters  relative  to  commerce  and  navigation,  and 
of  the  adminiftration  of  the  United  States.  This 
journal  ceafed  to  appear  in  1792,  becaufe  the  fub- 
fcriptions  for  it  had  ceafed  to  be  abundant  enough 
to  reimburfe  the  editor  for  the  expences  attend- 
ing it.  This  was  certainly  for  America  one  of 
the  moft  interefting  works  worthy  of  fupport  ; 
but  reading  has  hitherto  been  the  occupation  of 
only  a few  Americans,  and  that  of  political  pam- 
phlets, or  rather  thole  of  party,  engages  the  at- 
tention of  the  greater  part  of  thofe  few  ; fo  that 
while  there  are  in  the  cities,  and  even  in  the  vil- 
lages of  the  United  States,  more  printing  offices 
in  proportion  than  in  any  city  in  Europe,  the 
prefles  there  are  principally  employed  on  fome 
books  of  religion,  fermons,  fome  clafftcal  books, 
fome  geographical  dictionaries,  upon  reprinting 
Englifh  works,  and,  above  all,  upon  a great  num- 
ber of  newfpapers.  Many  works  of  merit,  how- 
ever, had  their  birth  in  America;  fuch  as  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  of  the  United  States, 

and 
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and  that  of  South  Carolina,  by  Dr.  Ramsay,  of 
Charkfton  * the  hiftories  of  certain  Rates,  among 
which  that  of  New  Hampfhire,  by  Dr.  B elk- 
hap,  of  Bofton,  holds  a diftinguifhed  rank;  the 
American  Encyclopedia,  which,  though  partly 
extraéted  from  the  Englifli  Encyclopedia,  has  a 
great  number  of  original  articles,  and  is  a work 
of  great  utility  ; in  fhort,  there  are  many  other 
tracts,  general  or  particular,  upon  the  United 
States,  and  doubtlefs  many  which,  while  I did 
not  name,  1 did  not  intend  to  exclude,  any  far- 
ther than  I was  not  acquainted  with  them,  or 
which  had  efcaped  my  memory.  If  I have  riot 
included  in  this  lift  the  Defence  of  the  Ameri- 
can  Conftitiition,  by-  John  Adams  ; the  Obferva- 
tions  upon  Virginia,  by  Mr.  Jefferfon  ; the  Let 
ters  of  General  Waftiington  during  the  War  ; it 
is  becaufe  I fpeak  here  only  of  the  employment 
of  the  American  prefTes,  arid  that  thefe  celebrated 
works  were  printed  originally  in  England. 

Numerous  as  the  newfpapers  in  America  may 
be,  they  do  not  fupply  the  want  of  journals,  'or 
periodical  publications.  Few  foreign  political  ar- 
ticles of  moment  find  a place  ill  them;  indeed 
they  are  nothing  more,  at  léaft,  in  the  larger 
towns,  than  the  Camp  Lift , or  the  Common  Adver - 
tijer , in  which  parties  attack  each  other,  and  deaf 
out  fcandal  ; and  as  it  often  happens,  when  the 
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parties  arrive  at  a certain  point  of  exaltation,  the 
rnofl:  vehement  are  thofe  who  find  the  moft  fub- 
fcribers,  even  among  thofe  who  blame  them 
moft. 

In  the  debates  of  congrefs,  fpeeches  full  of  rea- 
fon,  drawn  from  a knowledge  of  things,  and  re- 
markable for  good  logic,  are  often  heard  ; indeed 
there  are  but  few  men  there  who  fpeak  upon  fub- 
jefts  which  they  do  not  underftand.  It  is  alfo 
faid,  but  I am  not  capable  of  deciding,  that  the 
members  there  exprefs  themfelves  in  the  beft  lan- 
guage. But  prolixity  is,  in  fome  meafure,  the 
common  fault  of  American  orators,  who,  like 
the  writers  of  the  new  world,  are  not  defirous  of 
leaving  any  thing  to  be  interpreted  by  the  under- 
ftandings  of  their  auditors  or  readers. 

The  moft  common  vice  of  the  inferior  clafs  of 
the  American  people,  is  drunkennefs.  The  ufe 
which  they  make  of  fpirituous  liquors,  in  prefer- 
ence to  thofe  of  beer,  cyder,  and  wine,  greatly 
aids  this  diipofition.  This  excepted,  there  are, 
without  doubt,  fewer  crimes  committed  in  Ame- 
rica than  among  an  equal  number  of  people  in 
Europe  ; and  the  caufe  of  it  may  be  found  in  the 
eaïy  circumftances  of  the  people,  the  firft  fourcc 
of  the  morality  of  nations.  Afifaffinations  are  not 
unknown  there,  but  they  are  very  rare  ; and 
thefts,  efpecially  in  the  country,  are  not  frequent. 
Vol.  IV.  P p though 
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though  public  confidence  be  the  only  fafeguard  of 
property.  They  are,  as  in  Europe,  more  frequent 
in  cities,  and  for  the  fame  reafon. 

The  crime  of  counterfeiting  bank  bills  is  pretty 
common,  and  becomes  more  fo  every  year.  This 
offence  is  alfo  frequent  in  thofe  countries  where 
bank  notes  pafs  as  the  current  money  ; it  is  alfo, 
without  doubt,  the  molt  dangerous  to  the  public 
confidence.  On  this  account  there  are  men  in 
America,  humane  in  other  refpedts,  who  contend 
that  the  punifhment  of  death  ought  to  be  in-* 
Acted  upon  thofe  who  have  been  pronounced 
guilty  of  counterfeiting  the  legal  currency.  But 
independently  of  every  confideration  of  convex 
niency,  or  even  of  right,  to  inflict  the  pain  of 
death  there  is,  in  this  opinion,  more  of  political 
refentment  than  of  exadl  juftice.  If  fevere  laws 
were  made,  and  rigoroufly  executed,  to  prevent 
fraudulent  tranfactions  from  beçoming  fo  often 
the  means  of  accumulating  riches,  and  which,  at 
the  fame  time,  fliould  have  a fufficient  influence 
upon  the  manners  of  the  people,  as  to  deftroy  that 
refpeét  and  high  confideration,  which  is  too  of- 
ten paid  to  men  merely  becaufe  they  are  opu- 
lent, they  would  certainly  reduce  the  number  of 
crimes  more  than  the  fear  of  death,  which  expe- 
rience proves  to  have  but  little  effedt  Jn  this 
fpeft. 
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exceffive  avidity  of  becoming* rich,  as  the  com- 
mon charafteriftic  of  the  American  people,  and 
elpeciallyin  the  inhabitants  of  cities,  I fhall  be  as 
exactly  juft  in  adding  that  this  difpofition  does 
not  hurry  them  on  to  avarice.  Without  being 
profufe,  or  forgetting  the  intereft  of  their  fami- 
lies, they  know  how  to  be  at  proper  times  ex- 
penfive,  even  with  oftentation,  and  they  do  not 
refufe  to  affift  the  unfortunate,  when  proper  op- 
portunities for  it  occur.  The  unfortunate  fuf- 
ferers  by  the  fires  at  Charlefton  and  Savannah, 
and  by  the  dreadful  difeafe  wdiich  raged  at  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  &c.  &c,  have  been  re- 
lieved by  the  abundant  fubfcriptions  of  the  citi- 
zens of  almoft  all  the  American  towns  where 
thofe  dilafters  did  not  take  place  ; and  it  is  cer- 
tainly the  duty  of  a Frenchman  to  do  homage  to 
that  generality  fo  liberally  extended  to  the  unfor- 
tunate inhabitants  of  the  French  illands,  whom 
burnings  and  the  threats  of  death  had  thrown  des- 
titute upon  the  ihores  of  America.  Though  I 
have  taken  great  pains  to  procure  a particular  ac- 
count of  the  amount  of  thefe  fuccours  given  by 
almoft  all  the  American  towns  to  thefe  unfor- 
tunate people,  I have  only  been  able  to  obtain  it 
in  part,  and  have  configned  the  account  to  the 
archives  of  the  town  where  I have  been  able  to 
P p 2 collect 
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coiled:  them,  and  Ihould  have  been  glad  to  have 
been  able  to  have  prefented  Hthe^ftatc  with  the 
grateful  thanks  of  my  countrymen.  I do  not 
doubt  but  the  total  of  thefe  benefa&ions  is  more 
than  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars;  and  I do 
not  include  in  this  fum  the  relief  afforded  by  indi- 
viduals to  individuals,  offered  with  {Incerity,  a feel- 
ing for  misfortune,  and,  I may  add,  with  fraternal 
affediion.  The  wants  of  thefe  French  colonifts, 
driven  from  their  country,  and  defpoiled  by  bar- 
barity, were  fooner  felt,  fooner  fuccoured  in  the 
towns  of  the  United  States,  where  thefe  unfor- 
tunate victims  arrived,  than  expreffed  by  them- 
felves  ; and  thefe  fuccours  have  hardly  had  any 
other  term  applied  to  them  than  neceffaries  ; 
thefe  fufferers  ftill  abide,  and  have  continued  to 
abide,  in  feme  of  the  towns  during  the  laft  four 
years.  I know  examples  of  whole  families  be- 
ing admitted  for  two  years  to  the  intimacy  and 
comforts  of  American  families.  I have  alfo  known 
feme  to  whom  houfes  have  been  let,  of  which 
the  expences  have  beep  defrayed,  and  who  would 
ftill  receive  the  fame  hofpitality,  if  they  them- 
felves  had  not  refufed  to  profit  by  thefe  kindneffes 
any  longer.  I know  mailers  of  boarding  houfes, 
who,  learning  that  thefe  French  guefes  quitted 
their  houfes,  becaufe  the  frnallnefs  of  the  fum  of 
money  which  they  were  able  to  fave  in  their 
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flight  was  not  fufficient  to  defray  their  expences, 
have  cordially  folicited  their  further  abode  with 
them  as  friends,  and  have  at  length  prevailed 
over  their  delicacy  to  accept  the  offered  kind- 
nels.  I know  Frenchmen  who  having  had  a 
great  diftance  to  travel  before  they  arrived  at  a 
convenient' port,  from  whence  they  could  depart 
for  their  own  country,  have  been  with  their  fa- 
milies lodged  and  nourifhed  gratuitoufly,  becaufe 
they  were  Frenchmen  and  unfortunate.  Similar 
examples  abound,  and  certainly  fo  many  of  thefe 
fadts  are  greatly  honourable  both  to  the  nation 
and  to  the  individuals  to  whofe  beneficence  they 
belong. 

Every  private  individual  in  all  the  United 
States  of  America,  has  an  entire  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  ; and  almofl  all  the  religions  known  in 
Europe  are  thofe  of  the  fedtaries  there.  But  there 
are  fome  ftates  where  the  conftitution  requires  of 
every  citizen  entering  upon  the  legiflative  or  exe- 
cutive fundtion,  to  fwear  “ that  he  believes  in 
one  God,  in  the  future  rewards  and  punifhments 
of  another  life,  in  the  holinefs  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament,  and  that  he  profefles  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion.”  In  fhort,  with  individuals,  and 
even  with  fome  focieties,  religion  is  one  of  the 
objedts  which  occupies  the  lead  of  the  attention 
of  the  American  people  ; and  it  is  affirmed  that 
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in  thofe  ftates  where  Preflbyterianifm  has  pre- 
ferved  the  moft  of  appearance,  of  influence,  and 
of  rigidity,  it  is  exercifed  in  general  only  for  the 
fake  of  form. 

There  are  in  almoft  all  the  towns  of  America* 
at  leaft  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  ftates,  focie- 
ties  for  agriculture,  focieties  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  arts,  and  for  the  formation  and  mainten- 
ance of  public  libraries  ; thefe  laft  excepted,  few 
among  them  attain  the  end  propofed,  and  but 
few  of  them  can  ever  be  able  to  attain  it  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  America.  The  expences  which 
thefe  laft  focieties  incur  in  fmall  pamphlets,  are 
paid  by  voluntary  fubfcription,  in  which  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States,  in  eafy  circum- 
fiances,  are  more  liberal  when  the  public  good  is 
the  objedt  of  them,  than  they  are  in  bellowing 
their  time  in  reading  them. 

There  are  alfo  a confiderable  number  of  cha- 
ritable focieties,  fome  of  which  are  marine  focie- 
ties, whofe  purpofe  is,  in  fome  towns,  to  provide 
a fubfiftence  for  the  wives  and  children  of  cap- 
tains, or  mafters,  who  die  at  fea  ; or  for  provide 
ing  affiftance.  to  all  veflels  wrecked  upon  their 
coafts.  There  are  alfo  focieties  for  the  affiftance 
of  emigrants  ; that  is  to  fay,  for  affifting  with 
advice  and  fuccours  thofe  ftrangers  who  arrive 
from  Europe*  with  an  intention  of  eftablifhing 
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themielves  in  America.  Others  fubfcribe  for  the 
iupport  of  hofpitals  and  fchools,  and  for  the  diftri- 
bution  of  proper  medicines  ; there  are  fome  for 
the  purpofe  of  ameliorating  the  fituation  of  pri- 
foners  ; fome  alfo  for  the  civilization  of  the  In- 
dians ; and,  laflly,  others  unite  themfelves  for  the 
purpofe  of  accelerating  in  America  the  epoch  of 
the  definition  of  flavery,  In  all  thefe  different 
charitable  focieties,  compofed  of  men  of  all  claffes, 
of  all  profefTions,  and  of  all  religions,  there  is  not 
one  in  which  fome  of  the  people  called  Quakers 
are  not  to  be  found  ; they  are  the  agents  of  à 
great  many  of  them,  and  of  fome  they  are  the 
promoters  and  almofi:  the  only  members  ; fuch 
as  thofe  who  have  the  liberty  of  the  negroes  for 
their  objet. 

Without  becoming  on  this  account  an  extra- 
vagant enthufiaft  of  the  Quakers,  it  is  impoffible 
not  to  remark,  that  in  every  place  where  any  be- 
neficent plan  is  formed  for  the  good  of  humanity, 
there  thejy  are  always  ready  vifitors.  They  are 
perhaps,  as  is  faid  of  them,  as  much  engaged  in 
the  occupation  of  amaffmg  riches,  as  thofe  who 
do  not  belong  to  their  fociety  ; but  granting  it  to 
be  fo,  this  does  not  prevent  them  frorp.  applying 
themfelves,  upon  every  occafion,  to  ats  of  kind- 
nefs  and  beneficence.  Their  tenets,  their  prin- 
ciples, and  their  laws,  rigoroufly  preferibe  this 
Pp  4 duty  ; 
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duty  ; and  their  confiant  infpeétion  over  their 
focieties  inures  them  to  it.  And  though  there 
may  be  hypocrites  among  them,  which  is  un- 
fair to  prefume,  this  pretended  hypocrify,  which 
would  be  a vice  in  thofe  whom  it  might  fway, 
ought  yet  to  be  refpeéted,  fmce  the  good  which 
may  refult  from  it,  may  caufe  it  to  be  turned  to 
the  public  advantage,  and  would  even  become  a 
credit  to  their  fociety.  There  muft,  without 
doubt,  be  found  among  the  great  number  of 
members  of  their  communion,  fome  bad  men, 
but  they  cannot  be  notorioufly  fo  without  being 
excluded  the  fociety.  If  there  be  among  the 
American  citizens  fome  Quakers  whom  falfe  or 
hazardous  fpeculations  have  drawn  into  proceed- 
ings which  delicacy  and  equity  condemn,  their 
number  is  but  fmall  ; and  the  quantity  of  Qua- 
kers engaged  in  commerce  is  nearly  equal  to  that 
of  the  men  who  compofe  their  whole  fociety. 
Their  private  manners  are  regular  and  pure,  and 
the  luxury  of  thofe  who  refign  themfelves  the 
moft  to  it,  does  not  exceed  the  eafe  and  con- 
veniences of  life.  The  courts  of  juflice  are  nevér 
engaged  in  deciding  the  differences  which  take 
place  among  them,  and  the  number  of  law-fuits 
between  the  Quakers  and  other  citizens  is  but 
fmall,  in  comparifon  of  their  multitude,  and  the 
quantity  of  their  property.  Submiffive  to  the 
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laws  of  the  country  where  they  live,  no  ftate, 
whatever  its  conftitution  may  be,  has  more  quiet 
and  more  faithful  fubjeéts.  Their  wifiies  for  the 
freedom  of  flaves,  and  their  efforts  to  haften  the 
period  of  its  accomplifhment,  has  created  them 
violent  and  irreconcileable  enemies  in  every  part 
of  the  world.  It  may  be,  that  the  exalted  zeal 
of  fome  individuals  may  have  drawn  them  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  a juft  convenience,  and  from 
a well  digefted  prudence,  and  thofe  are  certainly 
blameable.  But  have  they  ever  been  even  accufed 
of  having  excited  the  negroes  to  rebellion  ? It 
has  been  by  pleading  and  petitioning  for  them, 
as  unhappy  beings  and  as  men  ; it  has  been  by 
riflng  againft  flavery  that  they  have  fhcwn  them- 
felves  their  friends  ; and  the  Quakers  are  not  the 
firft  men  in  whom  a defire  to  diftipate  errors  and 
to  procure  redrefs  for  the  injured  has  produced 
hatreds,  and  even  perfections. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  delicate  to  difcufs  the 
queftion  of  negro  ilavery,  at  a period  when  fb  many 
crimes  and  fo  many  unparalleled  atrocities  have 
been  committed  under  the  pretext  of  their  eman- 
cipation ; whence  fo  many  miferies,  either  irre- 
mediable, or  at  leaft  difficult  to  repair,  have  re- 
fill ted  to  the  ftate,  to  proprietors,  and  to  the  ne- 
groes themfelves.  This  queftion  however  is  fo- 
reign to  my  fubjeft.  But  the  Quakers  had  no 
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hand  in  caufing  thefe  calamities  ; and  their  adher- 
ence to  the  caufe  of  fuffering  humanity,  and  their 
frequent  petitions  in  favour  of  the  negroes,  do 
them  honour,  as  well  as  their  vigilance,  as  citi- 
zens, in  executing  the  laws  which  are  favourable 
to  this  clafs  of  mem  How  honourable  to  them 
are  thofe  perfevering  cares  and  affiduous  atten- 
tions to  the  hofpitals  and  prifons,  in  which  they 
expofe  themfelves  to  the  danger  of  catching  the 
dreadful  yellow  fever  when  it  appears  ! I am 
fpeaking  of  them  as  citizens,  without  any  regard 
to  their  opinions*  to  their  rules  and  orders,  or  to 
i the  aufterity  of  their  manners  ; in  this  refpeCi,  I 
believe  that  a nation  which  has  really  at  heart 
the  good  of  mankind,  cannot  have  better  or  more 
ufefui  fubjcCts. 

The  inferior  clafles  of  workmen,  down  to  thofe 
who  labour  in  the  ports,  do  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  fo  ruftic  in  America  as  they  generally  do  in  the 
old  world.  The  reafon  of  this  is,  without  doubt, 
that  they  are  treated  with  more  civility,  and  con- 
fidered  by.  thofe  who  employ  them  as  free  men 
■with  whom  they  have  contracted,  rather  than  as 
workmen,  whom  they  compel  to  labour.  They 
are  like  the  workmen  of  every  clafs,  both  in  town 
and  country,  much  better  paid  than  in  Europe, 
by  which  they  are  enabled  to  live  well.  There 
is  not  a family,  even  in  the  moft  miferable  hut  in 
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the  midft  of  woods,  who  does  not  eat  meat  twice 
a day  at  leaft,  and  drink  tea  and  coffee  ; and  there 
is  not  one  who  drinks  pure  water  ; the  prover- 
bial wifh  of  having  a chicken  in  the  pot , is  more 
than  accomplifhed  in  America.  The  fhopkeeper 
and  the  artizan  live  much  better  here  than  in 
Europe  ; and  the  table  of  a family,  in  eafy  cir- 
cumftances,  living  upon  their  income,  is  not 
better  ferved  in  England  and  France,  than  a 
great  many  of  thofe  of  tailors,  hair-dreffers,  &c. 
of  Philadelphia,  of  New  York,  or  of  all  other 
large  towns  in  America. 

Though  there  be  no  diflindions  acknowledged 
by  the  law  in  the  U nited  States,  fortune,  and  the 
nature  of  profeffions  form  different  claffes.  The 
merchants,  the  lawyers,  the  land- owners,  who 
do  not  cultivate  their  land  themfeives  (and  the 
number,  which  is  fmall  from  the  flate  of  Dela- 
ware to  the  north,  is  great  in  the  fiâtes  of  the 
fouth),  the  phyficians,  and  the  clergy,  form  the 
firfl  clafs.  The  inferior  merchants,  the  farmers, 
and  the  artizans,  may  be  included  in  the  fécond  ; 
and  the  third  clafs  is  compofed  of  workmen,  who 
let  themfeives  by  the  day,  by  the  month,  &c. 

In  balls,  concerts,  and  public  amufements, 
thefe  claffes  do  not  mix  ; and  yet,  except  the  la- 
bourer in  ports,  and  the  common  failor,  every 
one  calls  himfelf,  and  is  called  by  others,  a gentle- 
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vian  ; a frhall  fortune  is  fufKcient  for  the  affump- 
tion  of  this  title,  as  it  carries  men  from  one  clafs 
to  another.  They  deceive  themfelves  very  much 
who  think  that  pure  republican  manners  prevail 
in  America. 

The  white  Americans,  by  a pride  which  can- 
not be  blamed,  and  which  proceeds  from  the  ne* 
groes  being  generally  employed  in  the  fervice* 
is  alhamed  of  the  fituation  of  a domeftic  ; fo  that 
there  cannot  be  reckoned  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  the  United  States,  twenty  native  Ame- 
ricans in  the  ftate  of  domeftic  fervants.  The 
clafs  of  domeflics  in  America  is  compofed  of  poor 
priefts,  Germans,  and  of  negroes  and  mulattoes  ; 
and  as  foon  as  the  firft  have  acquired  a little 
money,  they  quit  that  Itation,  regarded  with  a 
fort  of  contempt,  and  eftablifh  themfelves  upon 
land,  which  they  clear  and  till,  or  in  a fmall 
trade.  In  fhort,  they  become  independent  of  a 
matter.  Hence  it  may  eafily  be  inferred,  that 
good  fervants  are  not  readily  found  in  America. 

The  prejudice  which  caufes  the  men  in  Ame- 
rica to  have  fo*  great  a repugnance  to  the  ftate  o‘f 
domeftic  fervitude,  does  not  influence  the  women 
in  the  fame  degree  ; nothing  is  more  common 
than  to  fee  young  women  of  good  families,  in  the 
fituation  of  fervants,  during  the  firft  years  of  their 
youth.  Even  their  parents  engage  them  in  this 
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fituation  without  fhocking  any  idea.  I have  been 
told  by  M.  de  Faubonne,  a Frenchman,  for- 
merly a captain  in  the  regiment  of  Auvergne 
(and  whom  the  pride  of  independence  induced 
to  take  up  the  bufmefs  of  a gardener  fo^  the 
fupport  of  his  family,  though  he  was  forty  “fix 
years  cf  age),  that  he  had  had  in  his  fervice, 
as  maid-fervant,  the  niece  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  a young  woman  very  hon'eft, 
and  well  brought  up.  Similar  examples  are  very 
common. 

In  a country  which  has  belonged  to  England 
for  a long  time,  of  which  the  moil  numerous  and 
nearefl  connexions  are  yet  with  England,  and 
which  carries  on  with  England  almoft  all  its  com- 
merce, the  manners  of  the ’people  muff  necefiarily 
refemble,  in  a great  degree,  thofe  of  England. 
To  the  American  manners  particularly,  thofe  re- 
lative to  living  are  the  fame  as  in  the  provinces 
of  England.  As  to  the  drefs,  the  Englifh  fiafhions 
are  as  faithfully  copied,  as  the  fending  ôf  mer- 
chandife  from  England,  and  the  tradition  of  tay- 
lors  and  mantua-makers  will  admit  of.  The  dis- 
tribution of  the  apartments  in  their  houfes  is  like 
that  of  England,  the  furniture  is  Englifh,  the 
town  carriages  are  either  Englifh,  or  in  the  Eng- 
lifh tafte  ; and  it  is  no  fmall  merit  among  the 
fafhionable  world  to  have  a coach  newly  arrived 
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from  London,  and  of  the  neweft  fafhion.  The 
cookery  is  Bnglifh,  and,  as  in  England,  after  din- 
ner, which  is  not  very  long,  the  ladies  withdraw, 
and  give  place  to  drinking  of  wine  in  full  bum- 
pers, the  moll  prominent  pleafure  of  the  day,  and 
which  it  is,  confequently,  very  natural  to  prolong 
as  late  as  poffible. 

There  are  great  dinners,  numerous  tea  parties, 
invited  a long  time  in  advance,  but  no  focieties. 
So  that  thefe  tea  aiTemblies  are  every  where  a 
fund  of  amufement  for  the  ladies.  Balls  and  plays 
are  much  frequented.  It  is  generally  underftood 
that  thefe  kinds  of  diffipation  belong  only  to  the 
towns,  and  particularly  to  large  cities.  Luxury 
is  very  high  th^re,  efpecially  at  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  and  makes  a dangerous  progrefs 
every  year;  but  eahly  to  be  conceived,  fmce  lux- 
ury is,  in  fome  degree,  the  reprefentation  of 
riches,  and  that  wealth  there  is  the  only  diftinc- 
tion. 

There  are  fome  perfons  who  furpafs  their 
neighbours,  already  too  far  advanced,  in  luxury  ; 
thefe  injure  the  manners  of  the  country,  but 
while  the  people  cenfure,  they  purfue  thefe  fc- 
dudive  paths  ; and  frequent  and  fumptuous  din- 
ners are  held  in  as  high  confideration  in  the  new 
as  in  the  old  world  ; and  this  cuftom  has  its  ad- 
vantages very  often.  It  has  been  feen  that  this 
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eonfideration  has  raifed  to  the  place  of  temporary 
prefident  of  the  fenate  of  the  UMted  States,  a man 
who  was  not  efteemed  by  any  of  thofe  who  çleéled 
him,  or  by  any  other,  either  for  his  talents,  his 
qualities,  or  for  his  charafter,  but  he  entertained 
his  friends  with  fumptuous  dinners.  In  the  other 
towns,  and  efpecially  in  the  country,  luxury  is  lefs 
prevalent,  but  it  continually  increaies,  and  often 
out  of  proportion  with  wealth. 

The  women  every  where  pofTefs,  in  the  lilgheft 
degree,  the  domeftic  virtues,  and  all  others  ; they 
have  more  fweetnefs,  more  goodnefs,  at  leaft  as 
much  courage,  but  more  fenfibility,  than  the 
men.  (rood  wives,  and  good  mothers,  their  huf- 
bands  and  their  children  engage  their  whole  at- 
tention ; and  their  houfehold  affairs  occupy  all 
their  time  and  all  their  cares  ; deftined  by  the 
manners  of  their  country  to  this  domeftic  life, 
their  education  in  other  refpefts  is  too  much  neg- 
lected, They  are  amiable  by  their  qualities  and 
their  natural  difpofition,  but  there  are  very  few 
among  them  who  are  fo  from  any  acquired  ac- 
complifiiments.  What  they  efteem  to  be  virtue 
in  wives  is  the  virtue  of  the  whole  fex  ; and  if 
in  the  United  States  malice  may  throw  out  her 
fufpicion  upon  twenty,  there  are  certainly  not 
above  ten  of  them  who  can  be  accufed  juftly,  and 
all  the  reft  treat  thefe  with, great  rigour.  I have 
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heard  fome  hufbands  complain,  that  the  urgency 
of  their  wives  makes  this  irreproachable  virtue 
coft  them  dear.  But  where  in  the  world  is  there 
a place  where  evil  is  not  found  by  the  fide  of 
good  ? 

The  young  women  here  enjoy  a liberty,  which 
to  French  manners  would  appear  diforderly  • they 
go  out  alone,  walk  with  young  men,  and  depart 
with  them  from  the  reft  of  the  company  in  large 
aflemblies  ; in  ftiort,  they  enjoy  the  fame  degree 
of  liberty  which  married  women  do  in  France, 
and  which  married  women  here  do  not  take.  But 
they  are  far  from  abufing  it  ; they  endeavour  to 
pleafe,  and  the  unmarried  women  defire  to  ob- 
tain hufbands,  and  they  know  that  they  fhall 
not  fucceed  if  their  conduct  becomes  fufpeefted. 
Sometimes  they  are  abufed  by  the  men  who  de- 
ceive them,  but  then  they  add  not  to  the  misfor- 
tune of  having  engaged  their  hearts  to  a cruel 
man  the  regret  of  deferving  it,  which  might  give 
them  remorfe.  .When  they  have  obtained  a huf- 
band,  they  love  him,  becaufe  he  is  their  hufband, 
and  becaufe  they  have  not  an  idea  that  they  can 
do  other  wife  ; they  revere  cuftom  by  a kind  or 
ftate  religion,  which  never  varies. 

I do  not  know  wdiether  there  be  many  badly 
managed  families  in  America  ; but  none  appear 
fo,  though  indeed  they  do  not  bear  the  image  of 

the 
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the  moft  defirable  happinefs.  In  the  inferior 
clafles  of  fociety,  where  the  manners  of  the 
women  are  as  exempt  from  reproach  as  in  the 
more  elevated  clafles,  it  is  faid  that  thofe  of  the 
young  women  are  more  eafy.  Yet  according  to 
all  which  I have  been  able  to  colie 61,  it  is  the 
illufion  of  a marriage,  wdiich  they  believe  to  be 
decided,  which  engages  them  to  give  further  li- 
berties  than  they  otherwife  wrould  do  without 
this  falfe  hope.  The  fault  therefore  lies  entirely 
in  the  men  who  deceive  the  young  women; 
without  it  can  be  juft  to  accufe  thofe  of  liber- 
tinage wrho  have  not  the  prudence  to  guard  them-* 
felves  againft  it. 

There  formerly  was  a cuftom  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  particularly  in  Conne6licut,  which 
various  American  travellers,  in  their  accounts,  at- 
tribute to  vicious  manners  ; but  who,  I confefs, 
ought  to  accufe  me  of  dulnefs,  becaufe  it  always 
appeared  to  me,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  the  effe6t 
of  the  pureft  manners,  and  the  moft  innocent 
intentions.  A traveller  arrived  at  the  houfe  of  a 
friend,  and  the  beds  of  the  family  were  engaged. 
He  was  put  to  bed  with  the  family- — with  the 
boys,  if  there  wrere  any,  and  with  the  girls,  if 
there  were  no  boys.  It  may  be  conceived,  that 
it  is  eafler  for  Europeans  to  compofe  pleafant 
tales,  and  to  draw  merry  inferences  from  this 
Vol.  IV,  Qq  cuftom, 
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cuftom,  than  to  examine  it  in  its  native  fim- 
plicity,  and  the  beneficence  of  its  intention. 

Hofpitality  among  this  new  people  was  one  of 
the  virtues  the  moft  regarded  as  a duty,  and  the 
moft  religioufly  obferved.  Their  houfes  were 
few  and  fmall.  A traveller  to  whom  an  en- 
trance into  one  of  thefe  had  been  denied  at  the 
end  of  the  day,  was  not  able  to  find  another 
lodging  near;  their  hofpitable  manners  could 
not  fuffer  him  to  be  refufed  ; and  the  idea  of 
diforder  did  not  enter  the  head  of  the  parents,  or 
that  of  their  daughters,  and  the  gneft  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  hofpitable  roof  ; and  it  was  not 
remarked  that  he  arrived  inconveniently.  The 
part  of  the  clothing  which  was  not  thrown  off, 
was  rather  a homage  paid  to  the  difference  of 
fexes  than  a neceffary  means  of  fecurity  ; and  the 
next  day  the  traveller  departed,  to  find  on  the 
next  evening  another  hofpitable  lodging.  This 
cuftom,  known  by  the  name  of  iondelage , ceafed, 
in  proportion  as  houfes  became  larger,  the  roads 
more  frequented,  and  taverns  eftablifhed  ; but 
the'  day  when  the  idea  of  modefty  entered  to 
make  this  reform,  the  manners  had  loft  their  in- 
nocence. 

I have  heard  it  faid  by  men  who  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  this  fpecies  of  hofpitality,  and  whofe 
manners  were  certainly  not  very  fcrupulous,  that 
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the  llightcffc  attempt  which  they  had  ever  made 
to  abufe  this  reception  had  been  received  with 
violent  repulfes,  and  had  caufed  them  fometimes 
to  be  turned  out  of  bed,  and  fometimes  even  out 
of  the  houfe  ; and  no  one  ever  told  me  that  he 
had  ever  fucceeded  in  attempting  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  cuftom  ; but  their  delicacy  had  not 
prevented  them  from  defiring  it,  and  would  not 
have  hindered  them  from  avowing  it. 

There  probably  may  have  been  examples  to 
the  contrary  ; but  they  could  only  be  reckoned 
as  exceptions,  and  too  few  to  have  authorifed 
writing  travellers  to  have  played  fo  much  upon 
this  cuftom,  which,  when  it  is  confidered  at 
what  period  it  took  place,  and  with  what  in- 
tention it  was  eftablifhed,  is  a credit  to  the  man- 
ners of  the  country,  arid  to  the  times  in  which 
it  was  praétifed.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  cuftom 
has  c.eafed  long  ago,  fo  that  there  is  no  more 
truth  in  the  account  of  thofe  writers  who  repre- 
fent  it  to  exift  at  prefent,  than  there  is  of  juftneft 
and  goodnefs  in  their  judgment  when  they  at- 
tack the  morality  of  it,  or  pervert  the  intention* 

But  the  cuftom  which  exifts  ftill,  and  which 
may  ftiock  the  manners  of  an  European,  is  that 
of  being  admitted  to  fleep  upon  mattrefles  and 
upon  blankets  in  the  fame  chambers  where  the 
huflband  and  wife  fleep  in  their  bed,  and  the 
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children  of  the  family,  boys  and  girls,  in  theirs. 
This  euftom  is  alfo  to  be  attributed  to  the  fcarce- 
nefs  of  houfès,  and  their  fmallnefs,  which  is  gene- 
ral^ reduced  to  one  chamber,  which  renders  this 
practice  neceffary  in  thofe  parts  of  the  United 
States  which  are  thinly  inhabited.  I have  more 
than  once  found  myfélf  in  fuch  a lodging,  when 
I have  been  travelling  alone,  or  with  companions 
of  my  journey,  and  when  I have  met  with  tra- 
vellers to  whom  I was  a ftranger.  The  cham- 
bers are  very  fmall  ; and  men  often  deep  near  the 
bed  of  young  and  haridfome  girls,  whofe  fim- 
plicity  is  not  fufficiently  alarmed  to  make  any 
change  in  their  Cuftom ary  night  drefs.  If  the 
ftranger  fo  lodged  has  his  deep  retarded  or  broken 
by  the  ideas  fuggefted  by  a fituation  to  which  he 
is  fo  little  accuftomed,  it  is  neither  the  fault  nor 
intention  of  his  good  and  kind  hofts. 

As  to  the  large  towns,  and  particularly  com- 
mercial ones,  the  means  of  libertinifm  there  are 
perhaps  more  numerous  than  in  Europe,  and  I 
hear  fay  that  a great  many  hufbands  make  ufe  of 
thefe  means.  As  in  Europe,  poverty  and  vanity 
of  drefs  are  the  determining  motive  which  lead 
the  women  into  the  paths  of  proftitution  ; — fo 
it  is  in  the  great  towns  of  America  : and  among 
the  married  women,  thofe  whom  the  long  ab- 
sence and  inattention  of  their  hufbands  leave 
■ . without 
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without  fure  means  of  fubfiftence,  particularly 
the  wives  of  feafaring-men,  are,  if  not  abfolutely 
the  only  ones,  the  moft  frequently  accufed  of  this 
illicit  practice. 

I ought  to  add  farther,  that  the  condition  of 
the  girls  wrho  are  kept  in  the  houles  fet  apart  for 
proftitution,  is  viewed  by  the  lower  orders  of  the 
American  people  with  weaker  prepofieffions  than 
in  Europe,  and  is  looked  upon  merely  in  the 
fp*me  manner  as  every  other  trade  : there  are  many 
examples  of  this  defcription  of  women,  who  leave 
thofe  fituations,  place  themfelves  as  fervants,  or 
are  married,  and  make  faithful  domeitics  and 
honelt  wives.  The  municipal  police  connives  at 
this  kind  of  houfes;  but  if  the  neighbours  com- 
plain of  any  exterior  fcandal,  they  are  inftantly 
fhut,  and  the  inhabitants  carried  to  the  houfe  of 
correction. 

The  Americans  marry  young,  efpecially  in  the 
country  : the  occafion  which  the  young  men, 
who  generally  eftablifh  themfelves  very  early 
either  in  fome  new  lands  or  in  fome  trade,  have 
for  a wTife  to  affift  them  in  their  labours,  con- 
duces to  thefe  early  marriages  as  much  as  the 
purity  of  manners. 

In  the  villages,  marriages  are  lefs  frequent  and 
not  fo  hafty,  efpecially  fince  the  introduction  of 
luxury  renders  an  acquired  fortune  more  necef- 
Q q 3 fary  ; 
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fary  ; and  the  young  men  hardly  feel  the  necef- 
fity  of  loving,  with  the  project  of  marriage,  till 
they  have  already  fatisfied,  or  are  in  the  way  of 
fatisfying,  the  more  imperious  neceffity  of  gain- 
ing money.  But  however  good  the  marriages 
may  be,  the  wife  who  dies  is  readily  replaced  by 
another.  In  the  country  fhe  is,  as  in  Europe,  a 
neceffary  friend  to  the  management  of  domeftic 
affairs — Ihe  is.  the  foul  of  the  family.  In  town 
fhe  is  fo  too.  She  is  an  indifpenfable  refource 
for  domeftic  affairs,  while  her  hufband  is  engaged 
in  his  own  affairs,  as  every  one  is  in  America  ; 
fhe  is  an  affiduous  companion,  and  a fociety  ever 
ready  to  be  found  in  a country  where  there  arc 
no  other  but  that  of  the  family,  and  where  th$ 
children  foon  quit  their  paternal  abode. 

To  the  fketch  which  I have  juft  given  of  the 
manners  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  I 
could  add  fome  features  more,  but  which  would 
augment  but  little  the  knowledge  which  I have 
tried  to  give  of  them  colleétively,  or  of  them 
enfemble  ; befides,  I am  preffed  to  finifh  this  arti- 
cle, which  appears  too  long  already. 

An  European  coming  into  the  new  world, 
and  bringing  with  him  the  need  of  the  ufage  of 
the  politer  attentions  of  that  which  he  has  quit- 
ted ; he,  above  all,  who  brings  with  him  the 
need  of  what  we  call  in  France  the  charms  of 
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fociety,  which  we  know  fo  well  how  to  appreci- 
ate, of  which  we  know  how  to  participate,  and 
which  affords  us  fo  many  moments  of  happinefs, 
— fuch  a man  will  not  find  himfelf  fatisfied  in 
America,  and  his  recollections  will  be  continu- 
ally fprinkling  his  life  with  melancholy.  He 
cannot,  if  his  heart  has  an  occafion  for  a friend, 
hope  to  find  there  the  fweetnefs  of  a confiant 
and  avowed  friendfhip.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  have  been  hitherto  too  much  en- 
gaged in  their  refpedtiVe  occupations  for  the  en- 
ticements of  polifhed  fociety,  to  be  able  to  with- 
draw their  attention  from  them  ; they  have  not 
leilure  to  confecrate  to  friendfhip. 

Such  an  European  ought  to  have  for  a long 
time  forgotten  Europe,  in  order  to  live  quite 
happy  in  America.  But  if  he  can  readily  lofe 
the  remembrance  of  it,  or  take  with  him  there 
the  dearefl  objects  of  his  affeCiion,  he  will  lead  in 
America  a happy  and  tranquil  life.  He  will  there 
enjoy  the  bleffing  of  liberty  in  the  greatefl  ex- 
tent which  it  is  poffible  to  defire  in  any  polifhed 
country.  He  will  fee  himfelf  with  an  aCtiye 
people,  eafy  in  their  circumflances,  and  happy. 
Every  day  will  bring  him  to  obferve  a new  pro- 
grefs  of  this  new  country.  He  will  fee  it  every 
day  take  a flep  towards  that  ftrength  and  great - 
nefs  to  which  it  is  called  ; towards  that  real  in- 
Q q 4 dependence 
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dependence  which  is  for  a nation  the  refult  of* 
having  the  means  of  fatisfying  itfelf. 

Befides,  every  man  of  talents  who  fhall  go  to 
America  ; every  fkilful  workman  ; and  every 
man  who,  without  any  particular  talent,  fhall' 
take  with  him  fufficient  courage  and’refolution 
to  labour  hard,  is  fure  to  find  there,  in  a fhort 
time,  the  means  of  making  himfelf  independent, 
a man  of  property,  and  foon  after  to  acquire  an 
eafy  and  honeft  competency. 

Some  of  the  reflections  with  which  I have 
accompanied  the  account  I have  given  inv  this  laft 
part  of  my  journal,  of  the  conftitution,  of  the 
government,  of  the  laws,  of  the  commerce,  and 
of  the  manners  of  the  United  States,  may  be 
accufed  of  fe verity.  What  anfwer  ought  I to 
make  to  this  reproach,  if  it  be  laid  upon  me  ? 
It  was  my  duty  to  fay  what  I faw  and  what  I 
thought.  I have  fpared  no  pains  to  come  at 
the  truth,  and  to  keep  my  judgment  free  from 
the  influence  of  all  prejudice,  and  from  party 
fpirit  ; I am  inwardly  confcious  of  this.  Doubt- 
lefs  nothing  obliged  me  to  write  ajournai;  but 
nothing  could  make  me  confent,  while  I was 
writing  it*  to  difguife,  or  even  to  weaken  my 
Opinions. 

It  is  ftill  more  probable  that  I fhall  be  accufed 
of  having- judged  the  aélual  politics  of  the  go- 
verning 
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verning  party  in  America  with  a French  partia- 
lity. I will  not  attempt  to  exculpate  myfelf 
from  a ftrong  attachment  to  my  country,  and  to 
all  its  interefts  ; I believe  I do  not  yield  to  any 
one  in  this  fentiment,  fo  general  among  the 
French;  it  is  in  me,  independent  of  all  the  go- 
vernments which  my  nation  can  give  herfelf,  as 
it  is  of  all  the  misfortunes  of  which  I have  been, 
and  of  wThich  I may  ft  ill-  be  the  victim.  But  I 
fhould  have  reproached  myfelf  for  having  yielded 
to  be  guided  in  my  judgment  by  fentiments  for 
which  I honour  myfelf  ; I fhould  then  have  run 
the  rifle  of  not  feeing  the  truth  ; and  it  is  the 
truth  after  wdrich  I have  been  fearching,  and 
for  the  fake  of  which  1 wrote.  I think,  there- 
fore, that  I have  preferved  myfelf  from  the  in- 
fluence of  national  prejudice,  and  I hope  that  the 
majority  of  my  readers  will  thhik  the  fame. 

May  America,  ftrengthened  by  all  the  advan- 
tages which  nature  has  beftowed  upon,  her,  and 
with  thofe  w7hich  a happy  concurrence  of  cir- 
cumftances  has  added  to  them,  already  rich  in 
her  own  experience,  enjoy  with  a long  profpe- 
rity  ! 

May  the  people  of  America  employ,  without 
remiflion,  all  their  vigilance  and  all  their  firm- 
nefs  to  preferve  their  liberty  and  independence, 
which  they  have  fo  glorioufly  acquired  ! None 

of 
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of  her  citizens  withes  this  .more  fmcerely  than  I. 
ïn  Ihort,  may  France  and  the  United  States  draw 
clofer  the  bonds  of  alliance  and  friendfhip,  which 
it  fo  much  interefts  the  two  nations  to  ftrengthen 
and  to  invigorate!  May  generofity  and  good 
faith  be  the  bonds  for  holding  them  together  ! 
In  political,  as  in  private  life,  thefe  are  the  moft 
tffefnl  and  the  moft  honourable. 


I add  here  a brief  view  of  the  reftmblance 
and  differences  between  the  conftitutions  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  of  that  of  the 
Union,  as  well  as  of  thofe  of  the  different  ftates 
which  compofe  it. 

Thefe  tables  are  the  literal  tranflation  of  thofe 
publifhed  laft  year  by  Mr.  William  Smith, 
at  that  time  member  of  congrefs  for  South 
Carolina,  at  prefent  minifter  of  the  United  States. 
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Tariff  of  the  Duties  'which  the  various  Articles 
of  Merchandize  imported  into  the  United  States 
pay , Jime  the  \jl  of  July  3 79 7* 


Merchandize  Imported. 

In  American 
Bottoms. 

Upon 

Foreign 

Bottoms. 

Fire-arms  and  bayonets,  not  other- 

to  per  cent  of  their 

wife  fpecified 

Philofophical  apparatus  imported 

value 

16* 

for  the  ufe  of  fchools,  &c. 

free 

free 

Anifeed  - - - 

Articles  produced  or  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  States, 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

liquors  excepted  - 

free  - * 

free 

Anchors  - 

io  p.  cent  of  value 

1 r 

Starch  - 

15  ditto 

i6f 

Slate  - 

15  ditto 

i6i 

Steel  - 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  in  calks  or 

i 00  cents  p.  quintal 

no 

in  bottles 

8 cents  per  gallon 

H 

— upon  the  value  of  the  bottles 

io  p.  cent  of  value 

i r 

Bricks  and  tiles 

Bonnets,  hats,  and  all  kinds  of 

15  ditto 

i6f 

head- d re  lies 

£5  ditto 

i6| 

Boots  - 

75  cents  per  pair 

82I 

Buttons  of  all  kinds  - 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

i'6f 

Buckles  for  fhoes,  & 

15  ditto 

i6f- 

Brulhes  ^ 

10  ditto 

1 1 

Coin,  or  filver 

free 

free 

Cambrick 

io  p.  cent  of  value 

it 

Stockings 

15  ditto 

i6f 

Wax,  and  fpermaceti  candles  - 

0 cents  per  pound 

6?, 

Wood  unwrought 

Wood  wrought  (except  cabinet 

free 

free 

wares)  - 

Brafs  cannon,  and  articles  made 

1 2-§  p.  cent  of  value 

of  copper 

15  ditto 

161 

Coaches,  or  parts  of  coaches 
Cards  for  gaming 

20  ditto 

22 

25  cents  per  pack 

o- JL 
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Merchandize  imported. 

In  American 
Bottoms. 

Tn  | 

Foreign  ! 
Bottoms. 

Cards  for  cotton  and  wool 

50  cents  per  dozen 

55 

Cables  and  tarred  cordage 

180  cents  p.  quintal 

198 

Candles  made  of  tallow 

2 cents  per  pound 

Spikes  - ' - 

i ditto  - 

Capers  - 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

i6f 

Canes  and  whips 

10  ditto 

1 1 

Cinnamon,  goofeberries,  com- 
fits, &c.  - 

1 5 ditto 

Chintz,  callicoes,  muffins,  and  all 

: 

merchandize  of  cottonand  wool 
in  colour 

12  ditto 

!3l 

Cocoa-nut 

2 cents  per  pound 

Choçolate 

3 ditto  - 

3tV 

Cofmetics 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

i6i 

Coals  - 

5 cents  per  bulhel 

5* 

Colours  - - 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

i6f 

Copper  wrought 

15  ditto 

l6f 

— in  fheets,  pigs,  and  bars 

free 

free 

Compofition  for  the  teeth  and 
gums  - 

1 5 p.  cent  of  value 

l6î 

Coffee  - - 

5 cents  per  pound 

si 

Cotton  - - . - 

3 ditto  - 

3i3ô  . 

— manufadtured  without  die  or 
colour  - 

£0  p.  cent  of  value 

11 

Cutlalfes  and  hangers,  either 
whole  or  in  pieces 

15  ditto 

i6f- 

Hemp 

ico  cents  p.  quintal 

1 10 

Leather  tanned,  and  all  manu- 

fadtures  of  leather,  or  where 

the  leather  is  the  effential  ar- 
ticle 

1 5 p.  cent  of  value 

i6|  ■ 

Citrons  - 

15  ditto 

i6f 

Nails  - 

2 cents  per  pound 

24- 

Pafteboard  and  parchment 

10  p.  cent  of  value 

11 

Types  for  printing  - 

10  ditto 

1 1 

Dates  and  figs 

15  ditto 

i6f 

Drugs  (of  the  apothecary)  except 
thofe  ufed  in  dyeing 

15  ditto 

Drugs  and  wood  (for  dyeing) 

free  . - 

free 

the  United  stater  canada,  &c.  6Q3 


*— »... 

j 

fn  American 

2? 

Merchandize  imported. 

Bottoms. 

si? 

3 era 

(s>  D 

Lace  and  lawns 

Lace  for  edges,  fringes,  lacets, 

io  p.  cent  of  value 

1 I 

&c.  ufed  by  coach-makers,  fad- 
dlers,  &c. 

15  ditto 

i6f 

Malt 

10  cents  per  bufhel 

11 

Cabinet  ware 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

i6§ 

ElTences,  powder,  and  perfumery 

15  ditto 

i6§ 

Fans,  whole  or  in  parts 

15  ditto 

i6f 

Tin,  wrought 

15  ditto 

i6f 

— old  - - 

free 

free 

Artificial  flowers,  feathers,  and 

other  ornaments  for  ladies 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

ïôf 

Copper  wire,  &c. 

free  - - 

free 

Cheefe  - - 

7 cents  per  pound 

7 Ta  , 

Fruits  of  all  kinds 

1 5 p.  cent  of  value 

i6f 

China  ware 

15  ditto 

i6§ 

Furs  unwrought 

free 

free 

Iron  wire 

free 

free 

Packthread 

400  cents  p.  quintal 

440 

Gauze  - 

10  p.  cent  of  value 

11 

Ginger  - 

15  ditto 

16J 

Girandoles,  whole  or  in  pieces  - 

2o  ditto 

22 

Gloves  and  mittens  of  all  kinds  - 

15  ditto 

i6| 

Lace  of  gold  or  filver 

15  ditto 

i6| 

Glue  - 

15  ditto 

165 

Clothes  ready  made  - 
« — liveries,  furniture,  and  utenfils 

10  ditto 

ii 

of  profefiion,  belonging  to  per- 
fons  coming  to  refide  in  the 
United  States 

free 

free 

Oil 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

16J 

Indigo  - 

25  cents  per  pound 

: 27  i 

Jewellery,  and  artificial  ftones  - 
Play- things  for  children,  not 

15  p;  cent  of  value 

i6-£ 

otherways  fpecified 

10  ditto 

1 1 

Blank  books 

10  ditto 

11 

Diftilled  liquors  from  corn. 

r—  of  the  firft  proof  - 

28  cents  per  gallon 

3°î 
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Merchandize  imported. 

In  American 
Bottoms. 

In 

Foreign 

Bottoms. 

* — fécond 

29  cents  per  gallon 

3rTo 

- — third  - 

31  ditto 

34t<s 

— fourth 

34.  ditto 

3/t 

fifth  - - - 

40  ditto 

44 

— fixth  - 

60  ditto 

55 

From  other  matters. 

— firfi  proof 

25  ditto 

V i 

— fécond  - 

25  ditto 

Vi 

— third  - 

28  ditto 

3°6 

— fourth  - 

32  ditto 

35i 

— fifth  - 

38  ditto 

41  * 

fixth  - 

46  ditto 

5°t 

Liquors  difiilled  in  the  Unitèd 

States,  imported  in  the  fame 
velfels  in  which  they  have  been 
exported  from  the  United 
States,  viz. 

From  molafies. 

- — firfi:  proof 

13  ditto 

*3 

— fécond  - 

14  ditto 

14 

— third  - 

15  ditto 

— ^ fourth  - 

1-7  ditto 

ll 

— fifth  - - 

21  ditto 

21 

— fixth  - 

28  ditto 

28 

From  matters  the  produce  of  the 
United  States. 

— firft  proof 

7 cents  per  gallon 

7 

— fécond 

8 ditto 

8 

— third  * 

9 ditto 

9 

— fourth 

11  ditto 

1 1 

— fifth  - 

13  ditto 

13 

— . fixth  - 

18  ditto 

18 

Wool  un  wrought  - - 

free 

free 

Woollen  yarn 

225  cents  p.  quintal 

2471 

Watches  and  clocks,  in  whole  or 

in  pieces  r 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

i6i 
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In  American 

t'S 

Merchandize  imported. 

Bottoms. 

r-+  -t  ►— » 

O 2 3 

3 crq 

CO  3 

Merchandife  imported  dire&ly 

from  China,  or  from  the  Eaft 
Indies,  in  veffels  which  do  not 

- 

- 

belong  to  the  United  States, 

(except  tea,  porcelain,  and  all 
other  articles  fubjedt  to  the 

higher  duties) 

- 

I2i 

« — which  fliall  be  re-exported  in 

of  value 

the  fame  (hips  in  which  they 
have  been  imported 

free 

free 

— not  fpecifically  fpecified  in  this 

10  p.  cent  of  value 

tariff  - 

11 

Looking-glaffes 

Manufactures  of  tin,  compofition, 

20  ditto 

22 

and  copper  - -, 

— of  iron  and  fteel,  not  otherwife 

15  ditto 

i6§ 
1 6j 

fpecified 

Î5  ditto 

— of  copper 

15  ditto 

i6j 

— of  lead 

— of  cotton  and  wool,  dyed  or 

1 cent  per  pound  - 

itV 

coloured 

£2{  p.  cent  of  value 

nî 

— ditto,  without  being  dyed  or 

coloured 

10  ditto  - 

h 

Marble,  flate,  (tones,  bricks,  tiles, 

tables,  mortars,  and  other  uten- 
fils  of  marble  or  flate,  and  in 

general  all  work  in  (tone  or 
pottery 

15  ditto 

i6i 

Mace  (a  fort  of  fpicery) 

15  ditto 

162 

Merchandifes  of  mode 

15  ditto 

162 

Molaffes  - 

Mufkets  and  fire-arms,  with  bay- 

4  cents  per  gallon 

4i 

onets,  whole  or  in  pieces 

15  p.  cent  in  value 

l6ï 

16* 

— without  bayonets,  ditto 

15  ditto 

Muftard  in  powder  - 

15  ditto 

165 

Muffins  dyed,  coloured,  &c. 

1 ditto 

13I 

— without  dye  or  colour 

10  ditto 

1 1 

Nutmegs 

15  ditto 

i6£ 
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Merchandize  imported. 

In  American 
Bottoms. 

In 

Foreign 

Bottoms.’ 

Goidfmiths’  ware 

_ 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

1 6f 

Oranges  - 

- 

15  ditto 

i6| 

Olives 

15  ditto 

164 

Porcelain  - 

_ 

1 5 ditto 

16" 

Dolls  for  children 

. 

15  ditto 

16I 

G un- powder 

10  ditto 

1 1 

Powder  for  the  hair  - 

- 

15  ditto 

i-6i 

Raw  hides 

_ 

free 

free 

Calaminare  ftone 

_• 

free 

free 

Lead  and  bullets 

- 

1 cent  per  pound 

Its 

Paper,  painted  for  tapeftry 

- 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

164 

— tor  writing  and  wrappery 

- 

lo  ditto 

1 1 

— ftrong 

- 

15  ditto 

*6§ 

PI  after  of  Paris 

free 

free 

Pepper 

- 

6 cents  per  pound 

6f 

Piftols,  whole  or  in  parts 

- 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

i6l 

Paintings  and  engravings 

- 

10  ditto 

I I 

Allfpice  - 

- 

4 cents  per  pound  - 

41 

Prunes 

- 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

164 

Naval  provificns 

- 

free 

free 

Wafers  • - 

- 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

1 64 

Raifins  - .«■ 

- 

15  ditto 

164 

Glauber’s  fait 

r 

200  cents  p.  quintal 

220 

itilt  weighing  more  than  56  lbs. 
per  bufhel 

1 2 cents  for  65  lbs 

— weighing  56  lbs.  per  bufhel 
lefs 

or 

12  cents  per  bufhel 

T3 

Saltpetre  - 

- 

free  - 

free 

Saddles,  whole  or  in  parts 

- 

10  p.  cent  of  value 

1 r 

Sattin,  and  other  filk  fluffs 

_ 

10  ditto 

11 

Shoes  and  pumps  of  filk,  for 
women  - 

25  cents  per  pair  - 

Vi 

— for  men  or  women 

- 

15  ditto 

l65 

Sabres  and  cutlaffes,  in  part 
whole  - 

or 

15  p.  cent  of  value 

1 61 

Soap 

- 

2 cents  per  pound 

Sulphur  - . V 

- 

free 

free 

Sugar,  brown 

- 

2 cents  per  pound 

oL 

i 
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Merchandize  imported. 


In  American 
Bottoms. 


% o 

3 5 ? 

5 ao 


Sugar,  white  clayed  - 

— powdered 

— all  other  refined,  and  in  pow- 
der - 

— ( Linnpeugas ) 

• — in  loaves 

— refined 

— candy  - - - 

Carpets  and  matts 

Tobacco  in  powder  - 
Sail-cloth  ■ - - 

Tea,  China  and  Indian. 

— bohea  - 

— fouchong  and  other  black  teas 

— hyfon  imperial 

— other  green  teas  - 

Tea  coming  from  Europe. 

— bohea  - 

— fouchong,  and  other  black  teas 

— hyfon  imperial 

— other  green  teas  - 

Tea  coming  from  any  other  place, 

— bohea  - 

— fouchong 

— hyfon  imperial 

— other  green  teas  - 
Tobacco  manufa&ured  (other- 

ways  than  in  powder) 

Glafs. 

— black  bottles,  containing  a 

quart  - - 

* — in  panes 


2 cents  per  pound  - 

3 ditto 

i ! ditto 
6|  ditto 
9 ditto 
6f  ditto 
9 ditto 

x_5  p.  cent  of  value 
22  cents  per  pound 
to  p.  cent  of  value 


12  cents  per  pound 
18  ditto 
32  ditto 
20  ditto 


all  other  manufa&ures  of  glafs  20  ditto 


Velvet 
Vot.  IV., 


14  ditto 
21  ditto 
40  ditto 
24  ditto 


7 ditto 
27  ditto 
£0  ditto 
30  ditto 

£0  cents  per  pound 


10  p.  cent  of  value 
15  ditto 


-to  ditto 


3.V 


/ 2 9 

9to 

& 

24 

II 


27 

50 

3° 


27 

50 

S® 

18 ,7^ 

29  A 

55 

33 

11 


11 

16} 

22 

it 
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Merchandize  imported. 

In  American 
Bottoms. 

1 In. 

I Foreign 

(Bottoms. 

Wine  in  barrels,  bottles,  or  other 
vefFels. 

— from  London,  Madeira  of  the 

firft  quality 

London,  or  brought  from  Ma- 

5 cents  per  gallon  - 

6 if 

deira  - - 

49  ditto 

5LV 

— other  Madeira 

40  ditto 

44 

• — Burgundy  and  Champagne  - 

40  ditto 

44 

— * Sherry 

33  di«o 

3SA 

— Saint  Lucar 

30  ditto 

33 

— Lifbon  and  Oporto 

25  ditto 

27I 

TenerifF,  Royal  and  Malaga  - 
The  duties  upon  all  other  wines 

20  ditto 

22 

ought  not  to  exceed  30  cents  per 
gallon  in  American  veflels,  and 

33  cents  in  foreign  veflels  ; nor 
tp  be  lefs  than  ten  cents  in  Ame- 
rican veflels,  and  eleven  in  fo- 

reign veflels  - 

-40  p.  cent  of  value 

44 

Upon  the  value  of  the  bottles 

10  ditto 

I £ 

All  forts  of  fruits  preferved  ir 

t ' • ' , 

1% 

vinegar  - 

- 1 5 ditto 

All  other  merchandife  not  other- 

wife  fpecified 

- 10  ditto 

• II 

FINIS. 


INDEX 


tO  THE  FOURTH  VOLUME. 


A. 

A DAMS,  John,  declared  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  362, 
Agriculture,  ftate  of,  near  Philadelphia,  102  ; at  German- 
town, 116;  at  Quakerftowrt,  125. 

Amboy,  in  the  ftate  of  Jerfey,  189;  one  of  the  beft  ports  in  the 
United  States,  ib.  ; value  of  its  exports,  190* 

Americans,  drunkennels  the  moft  common  vice  of  the  inferior, 
577  ; fondnefs  of  riches  the  prevalent  charaéteriftic  of  the3 
579  ; few  natives  in  domeftic  fervice,  583. 

Animals,  wild,  lefs.  fierce  than  in  other  parts  of  the  globe,  586;' 

B. 

Belvideré,  account  of,  161;  its  houfes,  ib.  ; fituation,  162;  price 
of  land, ib. 

Bethlehem,  town  of,  133  ; its  population,  ib.  ; all  Moravians,  ib. 

Bradford,  William,  Attorney-general  of  Pennfylvania,  44» 

Burlington,  town  of,  1 76  ; a fmall  port,  191. 

Burr,  Colonel,  his  friendlhip  for  the  Author,  245. 

C. 

Chathani,  village  of,  173. 

Chefnut  Hill,  account  of  the  village  of,  120'. 

Chew,  Benjamin,  at  Philadelphia,  Author’s  refpeét  for,  and  his 
family,  105  ; his  houfe  at  Germantown  the  feat  of  an  import- 
ant action  in  1777,  117. 

Chriftianbrown  Farm,  account  of,  154;  its  produce,  ib. 

Clement’s  Tavern,  account  of,  121  ; the  boundary  of  the  Counties 
of  Montgomery  and  Bucks,  ib. 


Clinton 


INDEX. 

Clinton,  General,  formerly  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
character  of,  245. 

Cunow,  Mr.  a member  of  the  directory  of  the  Unity,  152  ; cha- 
racter of,  ib. 

D. 

Dallas,  Mr.  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  publifhed  a . 
code  of  its  laws,  19. 

Delaware  River,  158  ; the  boundary  of  the  States  of  New  Jerfey, 
and  Pennfylvania,  ib.;  account  of  its  banks,  159. 

Dollar,  value  of,  in  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  171  ; Jerfey,  ib.  j 
New  York,  ib. 

Drayton,  Mr.  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  Con- 
grefs,  163. 

E. 

Eafton,  city  of,  capital  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  156  ; its 
htuation,  ib.  ; extent,  ib.  ; houles,  157;  inhabitants  moftly 
Germans,  ib.  ; confiderable  trade  in  corn,  ib.;  mills,  ib.  ; 
fhipping,  158. 

Eddy,  Thomas,  of  New  York,  character  of,  241. 

Elfworth,  Mf.  Chief  Juitice  of  the  United  States,  364. 

Ernheim,  Mr.  a Moravian,  Bifhop  of  Bethlehem,  139» 

F. 

Faubonne,  M.  de*  account  of,  589* 

Flanders,  townfhip  of,  170  ; its  churches,  ib. 

Fortifications,  of  the  United  States,  account  of  the,  508  ; where 
fituated,  ib. 

Franklin,  Dodtor  Benjamin,  his  patriotic  fpeech  on  the  adoption 
ot*  the  conftitution,  289,  290. 

G. 

Galatin,  Mr.  his  opinion  on  the  finances  of  the  United  States, 
396,  397. 

Genet,  M.  recalled  by  France,  325^ 

Germantown,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  defcription  of  the 
village  of,  116  ; its  extent,  ib.  ; culture  of  lands,  ib.  ; inha- 
bitants chiefly  Germans,  1 17  ; manufactories,  ib.  ; church  and 
fchools,  ib. 

Gnadenth^i 
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■Gnadenthal  Farm,  account  of,  154  ; its  produce,  ib. 

Governor’s  Ifland,  account  of  its  fortifications,  230;  expence 
of,  ib. 

Granite,  very  common  near  Paterfon,  193. 

H. 

Hacketftown,  defcription  of  the  village  of,  1 65  ; its  produce, 
1 66  ; iron  forges,  ib. 

Hamilton,  Mr.  a federalift  and  eminent  barrifter  at  New  York, 
chara&er  of,  245-. 

Heftian  fly,  great  damage  done  by  thej  in  the  State  of  Jerfey, 

170. 

Hope,  Major,  at  Belvidere,  account  of  his  eflate,  1 63  ; formerly 
proprietor  of  all  the  lands  near  there,  ib.  ; price  of  his  pur- 
chafe,  ib. 

Hudfon,  Henry,  firft  difcovered  Long  Ifland,  195. 

I. 

Jefferfon,  Thomas,  declared  Vice  Frefident  of  the  United  States, 
362. 

Jerfey,  State  of,  hiftorical  account  of  the,  175,  176,  177  ; its 
conftitution  and  laws,  177  to  184;  taxes,  184  to  187  ; ex- 
pences  of  government,  187  ; public  debt,  ib.  ; population,  ib.  ; 
extent,  188  ; education,  ib.  ; character  of  its  inhabitants,  189; 
freedom  of  religion,  ib.  ; commerce,  189,  190  ; exports,  191. 

K. 

Kofciofko,  General,  employed  in  the  army  of  General  Gates,  at 
Saratoga,  247  ; Author’s  opinion  of,  and  refpedi  for,  248. 

L. 

Labour,  price  of,  at  Philadelphia,  101;  near  Germantown,  119; 
near  Eafton,  158;  at  Hacketftown,  166. 

Land,  price  of,  at  Germantown,  116  ; at  Springhoufe,  121  ; at 
Quakerftown,  125  ; between  Bethlehem  and  Eafton,  156;  at 
Eafton,  158;  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Belvidere,  162;  at 
Hacketftown,  166;  at  Morriftown,  1/2  ; at  Chatham,  174. 

m— •,  produce  of,  at  Philadelphia,  102;  at  Gnadenthal,  154;  at 
R r 3 Chriftianbrowja 


ÏNDEX. 

Chriftianbrcwn,  ib.;  near  Hacketftown,  1 66;  at  Mortijlown* 
172.  • 

Laræner,  Richard,  diftributor  of  the  relief  at  New  York  to  the 
colonills  of  St.  Domingo,  238. 

Lehigh  Mountains,  account  of,  126. 

Livingfton,  Ednpund,  one  of  the  mofl  enlightened  and  eloquent 
members  of  the  oppofition  in  Congrefs,  246. 

Long  Hland,  account  of,  243  ; its  extent  and  population?  ib. 

Loyms,  Caleb,  of  Philadelphia,  character  of,  43,  44. 

M.  . 

Maffachufetts,  infurredtion  in  the  State  of,  on  account  of  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes,  513. 

Mintfmiil,  account  of,  165.  41 

Montgomery,  General,  killed  at  the  liege  of  Quebec,  231  ; a mo- 
nument erected  to  his  memory  at  St.  Paul’s  Church  in  New 
York,  ib. 

Moravians,  their  origin,  127  ; fettled  in  the  dlltridl  of  Bethlehem 
in  1741,  ib.;  their  numbers,  ib.  ; details  refpedting  them,  127 
to  130;  in  1762  change  the  fyltem  of  the  çonftitution,  130; 
prefent  ordinances,  ib.  ; government  of  the  fcciety,  130  to 
135;  revenues,  135;  an  oligarchical  republic,  13  7 ; pay  of  thei^ 
bilhops,  139,  140;  fchools,  143  ; religion,  144  ; their  mar- 
riages, 145  to  150;  practice  of.  worfirip,  151  ; all  Germans, 
■or  defcepdants  of  Germans,  ib. 

N Morriftoiwn,  the  capital  of  Morris  county,  171  ; defcription  of  the. 
village  of,  172;  its  houles,  ib.  ; court  of  juftice,  ib.  ; churches, 
ib.  ; a fociety  for  the  encouragement  of  Agriculture,  ib,  ; a 
library,  ib. 

Mufkinigunk  Creek,  168. 

N. 

Nazareth,  a Moravian  fociety,  account  of,  153  ; its  population, 
ib.  ; an  academy,  ib.  ; its  fituation,  154. 

New  Jerfey,  vide  Je r fey. 

New  York,  State  of,  194  ; its  hiltory,  194,  19^,  196  ; its  pre- 
fent conlfitution,  formed 'in  177*7,  196  to  201  ; taxes,  201  to 
. 205  ; 4ciyil  law,  206  to  209  ; criminal  law,  209  to  2.1 1 ; fchools, 
211  to  214;  ilavery,  214  to  218  ; militia,  219,  220,  221 

finances. 
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finances,  221  ; public  debt,  222;  trade  and  commerce,  222  to 
22b*  ; exports,  226;  defcription  cf  the  city,  and  its  population, 
227  to  229  ; its  fituation,  228  ; places  of  worfhip,  231  mar- 
kets, 232;  hofpitals  and  public  charities,  233  to  237  ; relief 
granted  to  the  colonifls  from  St.  Domingo,  237  ; banks,  239  Î 
capitals  and  dividends,  ib.  ; prifons,  239  to  242;  defcription 
of  the  country  around,  242,  243  ; manners  of  its  inhabitants, 
244;  their  political  opinions,  ib. 

Nicklin,  Mr.  defcription  of  his  villa,  1 14  ; price  of  its  purchase, 
115;  his  character  as  a merchant,  472. 

Niemcewiez,  friend  of  the  great  Kofciofko,  wounded  in  the  affair 
at  Saratoga,  248  ; his  chara<5ter,  ib. 

Northampton,  population  of  the  county  of,  156. 

O. 

Oak,  price  of,  at  Germantown,  120  ; at  Springhoufe,  121. 

Opoffum,  defcription  of  an,  1 67- 

Oxen,  price  of,  the  pair,  at  Clement’s  Tavern,  121. 

Oxford  Forge,  165. 

P, 

Paffaik  River,  defcription  of,  191,  192. 

Paterfon,  William,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  192  ; his  chara&er,  ib. 

Paterfon,  town  of,  192  ; contains  a variety  of  machinery,  all  in 
decay,  ib.  ; a lottery  granted  to  aflifl  it,  but  without  fuc- 
cefs,  ib.  . 1 

Peale,  Mr.  account  of  his  mufeum  of  minerals  and  animals  of 
North  America,  107. 

Penn,  William,  his  patent,  2,  3 ; arrival  on  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware,  4 ; treats  with  the  natives,  ib.  ; v/ifdom  of  his  ad- 
miniftration,  5 ; frames  the  constitution  of  1682,  6 ; again  in 
1683^-7  ; a difpute  with  Lord  Baltimore,  and  returns  to  Eng- 
land, ib.  ; arrives  in  1699?  and  refumes  his  government,  8; 
in  1701,  fixes  the  conflitution  till  the  revolution,  8 ; died  in 
1718,  ib. 

Pennfylvania,  State  of,  its  origin,  1 to  9;  conftitution  after  the 
revolution,  9 to  12;  number  of  reprefentatives  in  1789,  10; 
prefent  conftitutionf  of  1790,  and  its  qualifications,  12  to  14  ; 
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courts  of  judicature,  15,  16;  laws  in  general,  18,  19;  code  of 
civil  laws,  19  to  27  ; criminal  laws  and  prifons,  28,  29,  30  ; 
labour  and  management  of  prifoners,  31  to  42  ; prifons  fubjeéfc 
to  a committee,  43  ; of  whom  canftitut  d,  ih.  ; table  of  num- 
l?ers  and  claffes  of  coiiviéts,  48  ; obfervations  thereon,  49,  50; 
police  laws,  51  to  54;  military  laws,  54,  55,  56;  the  Hate 
contains  twenty-thr^e  counties,  56  ; numbers  of  the  militia, 
ib.  ; laws  relative  to  the  adminiftration,  5.7  to  60  ; relative  to 
finance,  60  to  66  ; refpedling  the  Hate  of  public  lands,  66  to 
74  ; commerce  of  Pennfylvania,  74. 

Philadelphia,  city  of,  its  foundation,  5 ; its  population  in  1684, 
and  1685,  ib.;  its  freedom  of  religion,  ib.  ; commerce,  75; 
exports,  76  to  80  ; to  where  exported,  and  value,  81  ; duties 
paid  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  82  ; account  of  vefTels  arrived  and 
failed  from  the  port  of,  83;  prices  of  freight,  84;  rates  of  in- 
fu  ranee,  85,  86  ; price  of  fhip-building,  87  ; the  raoft  consi- 
derable port  in  the  United  States,  ih.  ; its  banks,  88  to  90  ; 
capitals  and.  dividends,  ib*  ; defeription  of  the  city,  its  hofpi-. 
tals,  markets,  &c.  91  to  99  Î its  taxes,  99  ; price  of  labour, 
101  ; of  houfe-rént,  ib.  ; of  land,  102;  its  produce,  1 03  » 
manners  of  its  inhabitants,  and  amufements,  103  to  110-5 
places  of  public  worfhip,  110  ; fchools,  ib.  ; Author  quits 
Phila  delphia,  114;  account  of  the  return  of  its  militia  from 
P.ttfburg,  522,  523,  524. 

Pifqueft  Creek,  account  of,  159  ; its  falls  and  rapids,  160» 

Pittfburg,  feven  tows  of  townlhips  near,  ordered  for  fale  by  Con-: 
grefs.,  4Q5.  quantity  and  price  of,  per  acre,  496\ 

Q. 

Quakers,  Author’s  high  opinion  of,  583  to  58$. 

Quakerftown,  account  of  the  village  of,  123  ; its  population,  ib.  2 
produce,  ib.  ; price  of  land,  125  ; cultivation,  ib. 

Pv, 

Rariton  River-,  169, 

Reynhard,  'Mr.  a tavern-keeper,  169;  account  of  his  farm,  and 
price  of  purchafe,  ib.  ; culture  of  his  land,  170. 

Roçhefoucault,  M.  de  la,  character  of,  1 1 1,  112. 

Ru^h,  Doctor,  of  Philadejphia,  chara&er  of,  96, 
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Sedgewick,  Mr.  Commifliôner  of  the  Senate,  359. 

Ship-building,  price  of,  at  Philadelphia,  87. 

Shippen,  Edward,  aj»d  others,  received  a grant  from  William 
Penn,  in  1701,  of  the  counties  of  iSTewcaftle,  Kent,  andSuffex, 
which  now  form  the  State  of  Delaware,  8. 

Smith,  William,  Minifter  of  the  United  States,  602;  his  tariff 
of  duties  payable  on  imports,  603. 

Springs,  mineral,  near  Hacketftown,  166. 

Suftex,  population  of  the  county  of,  169. 

T. 

Taxes,  account  of  the,  in  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  62  ; at  Phi- 
ladelphia, 99  ; at  Bethlehem.  133,  134. 

Trees,  fpecies  of,  near  Belyidere,  164. 

U. 

United  States,  fituation  of,  previous  to  the  year  1 797,  250  to  252  ; 
its  conftitution,  253  to  275  ; hate  of  parties  at  the  time  of  pro- 
pping the  new  conftitution  to  the  convention  at  Philadelphia, 
and  debates  in  the  convention,  275  to  288  ; debates  in  the  con- 
vention of  the  feveral  ftates  on  the  adoption  of  the  conftitu- 
tion, 292  to  302  ; table  of  the  periods  when  the  feveral  United 
States  accepted  of  it,  and  how  it  pafied  in  the  different  conven- 
tions, 303  ; new  articles  propofed  to  be  added  to  the  conftitu- 
tion, and  fubmitted  to  the  ftates,  304  to  307  ; general  obfervâ- 
tions  on  the  conftitution,  308  to  318  ; ftate  of  parties  from  the 
adoption  of  the  conftitution  to  the  prefent  period,  318  to  346; 
new  ftates  added  fince,  346  to  348  ; eleéfion  of  preftdent  and 
vice  pretident,  348  ; laws  relative  to  the  eleétion,  350  to  355  ; 
ftates  in  which  the  eleélors  for  preftdent  and  vice  preftdent  are 
named  by  the  people,  356;  and  by  the  legifiature,  ib.  ; re- 
marks on  the  fame,  356,  357  ; fummary  account  of  the  choice 
of  preftdent  and  vice-preftdent,  358  to  865  ; ceremony  of,  364; 
departments  of  the  executive  power  in  the  government,  366; 
its  judicature,  367  to  370  ; criminal  jurifprudence,  370  to 
373  ; civil  jurifprudence,  373  to  375  ; departments  ©f  ftate, 
376  to  383  ; finances,  their  hiftory  and  fituation,  384  to  399  ; 
public  debt,  400  ; banks,  401  to  403  ; Author’s  opinion  of, 
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403  to  407  ; ftatement  of  their  -affairs,  408  ; dividends  and 
prices  of  funds,  ,409;  table  of  tonnage,  410,  411  ; its  duties 
and  drawbacks  in  general,  412,413;  duties  and  brawbacks 
on  wines  and  fpirits, . 418  ; on  various  articles,  419  to  422  ; 
taxes,  422  to  426;  their  produce,  426,  42 7 ; new  duties,  429 
to  433  ; Author’s  remarks  thereon,  433  to  436  ; value  of  ex- 
ports to  England,  437;  imports,  438;  remarks  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  439  to  446  ; amount  of  the  ex- 
ports in  general,  446  to  453  ; hiftory  of  the  rapid  increafe  of 
its  trade,  455  to  460  ; remarks  thereon,  460  to  4/7  ; dealings 
in  land,  4/8  to  497  ; numbers  of  emigrants  who  pafs  the  Al- 
leghany Mountains  annually,  ib.  ; military  eftablilhment,  498  ; 
of  what  it  confifts,. 499  ; pay  of,  500  to  502;  pay  of  the  mili- 
tia and  cavalry,  504,  505  ; militia  badly  provided  with  arms, 
50 6 ; fortifications,  507,  508  ; fums  raifed  for  building  frigates 
againft  the  State  of  Algiers,  509>  510  ; enormous  expence  of, 
.51 1 ; make  a prefent  of  a thirty-two  gun  frigate  to  the  Dey  of. 
Algiers,  512  ; its  coll,  ib.  ; expences  of  the  war  department, 
513,  514  ; laws  refpedting  their  connexions  with  the  Indians, 
524  to  529  ; their  trade  with  them  and  capital  employed,  530  ; 
civilization  of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  53 1 ; remarks  thereon, 
532  to  536  ; naturalization  in  the  United  States,  536  to  539  ; 
enumeration  and  population,  540  to  543  ; extent  of  their  ter- 
ritory, 543,  544;  their  coin  and  diviiion  of  monies,  546  to 
548  ; quantity  coined  and  of  what  defcription,  549>  550  ; 
dimate,  551  ; its  effeél  on  the  conftitution,  553  ; difeafes,  554, 
555  ; its  vegetable  kingdom,  558  ; birds,  559  ; charadter  of  its 
inhabitants,  560  ; common  traits  of  character,  56 1 ; obferva- 
tions  on  the  culture  of  letters,  562,  563  ; education,  564  to 
571  ; learned fociefies,  574;  medical  locieties,  ib.  ; freedom  of' 
religion,  5,81  ; charitable  locieties,  582,  583  ; Englilh  cuftoms 
and  falhions  prevalent,  589  ; their  aniulements  and  entertain- 
ments, 53©  ; manners  and  cuftoms,  531,  t°  ^98  ; obfervations 
by  the  Author^  598  to  602  ; tariff  of  duties  payable  on  import 
tation  into  the  United  States,  603.- 

W. 

Walhington,  George,  announces  his  refolution  of  retiring  from 
the  prdidency , 358. 
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DURATION. 

CONDITIONS  FOR  BECOMING  MEMBERS. 

CONDITIONS  OF  BECOMING  ELECTORS. 

PARTICULAR  POWERS. 

general  observations. 

The  United  States. 

In  Convention  the  17th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1787.  Began  to  aft  the  4th 
of  March  1 789. 

Two  houfes  : thefenate  and  the  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives,  called  the  Congrefs.  The  former,  thirty-two 
members  ; the  latter,  five  hundred  members. 

The  fenate  by  the  le- 
giflatures  ofthe  ftates  ; 
the  reprefentatives  by 

Senate  fix  years.  Go- 
ing out  every  two  years 
by  thirds.  Reprefenta- 

Senate  : to  he  citizens  of  nine  years  (landing,  and 
thirty  y*  ars  of  age;  Reprefentatives  : to  have  been 
citizens  for  feven  years,  and  twenty-five  years  of  age. 
No  pecuniary  qualification. 

For  the  reprefentatives  the  fame  as  for  the  mod 
numerous  branch  of  the  legiflatures  of  States. 

The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  propofe  the  revenue- 
bills,  and  vote  accusations.  Two  thirds  are  required 
for  declaring  the  perfon  accufed  guilty.  The  ienate 
appoint  the  officers  named  by  the  prefiaent. 

New  Hampshire. 
179a. 

Two  branches  : the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives,  called  the  General  Court.  The  firft,  twelve 
members  ; the  latter,  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to 
one  hundred  and  thirty. 

The  people. 

A year. 

To  be  freemen,  poffeffing  real  or  perfonal  properly. 

To  be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  paying  taxes. 

The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  propofe  the  revenue- 
bills,  and  vote  accufations.  The  fenate  judge  them. 

Massachusetts. 
ad  of  March, 
1780. 

Two  branches  : the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives,  called  the  General  Court.  The  firft,  thirty-one 
members  j the  latter,  three  hundred  and  fifty-fix. 

The  people  ; 

But  the  vacancies  of 

byC  thecn?ena^'7andy  in"ht 
houfe  of  reprefentatives, 

appointed  by  the  voice  of 
the  people  at  the  preccd- 

A year. 

Senators  to  have  a real  property  of'3ool.( 
fonal  fortune  of  600I.  Refidence  of  five  ye; 
reprefentatives  a real  property  of  xool.  or  p 

rfe 

erfonal  of 

Free  tenants  of  feven  pounds  rent,  or  fome  property 
of  fixty  pounds. 

The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  emit  money-bills,  and 
vote  accufations.  The  fenate  judge  them. 

Connecticut. 

The  ancient  charter  of  Charles  II . 
preferved  entire  ; accept  neceffary 
changes  made  by  the  adoption  of 
independence. 

Two  branches:  the  general  court 5 governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor, and  twelve  a flirtants,  forming  the 
upper  houfe  or  the  council.  The  reprefen tatives,  or 
lower  houfe,  confift  of  one  hundred  and  feventy-nine 

The  people. 

Governor,  deputy - 
governor,  or  affiliants, 
one  year.  The  repre- 
fentatives fix  months. 

Freemen. 

Freemen  having  a real  property  of  40  (hillings,  or 
40I.  perfonal. 

The  legiflature  hears  and  judges  certain  caufes,  and 
grant  refpits  and  pardons. 

The  governor,  the  prelident  of 
fpeaker  of  the  houfe,  have  each  a 
for  dividing  it. 

the  council,  and 
vote,  befidcs  that 

Rhode  Island. 

The  ancient  colonial  charter  of 
Charles  II. 

Two  branches  : general  affembly  ; governor,  deputy- 
governor,  and  ten  afliltants  ; reprefenting  feventy  mem- 

The  people. 

The  council  a year. 
Their  reprefentativesfix 
months. 

A property  of  forty  pounds,  or  an  incom 
(hillings. 

eof  forty 

Freemen  having  a property  of  40I.  or  an  income  of 
40  (hillings. 

New  caufes  are  4ecided  in  the  courts  of  juftice. 

Vermont. 

4th  of  July,  1786. 
Revifed  fince. 

One  branch  : reprefen  tatives  of  freemen,  called  the 
General  Affembly  ; one  hundred  and  forty-five  mem- 
bers ; but  the  governor  and  council  of  twelve  can  fuf- 
pend  a law  till  the  next  feflion. 

The  people. 

Ayea, 

Accufations.  To  raife  a tax,  two  thirds  of  the 
members  mud  be  prefent. 

New  York. 
10th  of  April,  1777. 

Two  branches  : the  fenate,  twenty-four  members  ; 
lieutenant-governor  prefident.  Aflembly  feventy  mem- 
bers. 

The  people* 

Senate  four  years  ; 
one  fourth  to  go  out 
every  year.  The  aflem- 
bly once  a year. 

Eleftors  of  the  fenate  to  have  a property  of  xool. 
Eleftors  of  reprefentatives,  a property  of  zol.  or  an 
income  of  40  (hillings. 

Two  thirds  of  the  aflembly  vote  accufations.  Two 
thirds  of  the  fenate  can  pronounce  conviftions. 

The  fenate  is  never  to  exceed  oiie  hundred  j nor  the 
reprefentatives  three  hundred.  Tjie  governor  and  re- 
vifional  council  can  fufpend  a lav/.  The  clergy  are 
1 excluded. 

New  Jersey. 
ad  of  July,  1776. 

Two  branches:  legiflative  council,  thirteen  mem- 
bers. Aflembly,  thirty-nine  members. 

The  people. 

A^. 

Counfellor  of  1000I.  property,  moveable  or 
able.  Reprefentatives,  500I.  of  the  fame. 

! immove- 

Eleftors,  50I.  of  property,  moveable  or  inmoveable. 

The  council  cannot  prepare  nor  alter  any  money-bill. 

Pennsylvania. 

^Two  branches:^ 

ie  fenate,  twenty-three  members  ; 

The  people. 

The  fenate  for  four 
years  j one  fourth  going 
out  every  year.  The 
repijientatives  for  one 
yead 

Refidence  of  one  year  in  thediftrift  or  coun 
tors  to  be  citizens  of  four  years  (landing,  ani 
five  years  of  age-  Repreientatives  to  be  j 
three  years,  and  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

ty.  Sena- 

ÏSSt 

Twenty-one  years  of  age}  having  refided  two  years 
in  the  State  before  eleftion,  and  during  that  time  paid 
a tax  laid  fix  months  before  the  eleftion.  The  Tons  of 

two  years  of  age,  may  vote  though  they  have  not  pait( 

Revenue-bills  commence  in  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives. Accufations,  by  half  of  the  reprefentatives  ; to 
be  judged  by  the  fenate.  Conviftion,  by  two  thirds  of 
the  members  prefent.  The  judgment  is  only  to  be* 
difmiffal  from  place,  and  incapacity  to  hold  any  other.  J 

The  fenate  can  never  be  lefs  than  a fourth,  and  more 
than  a third,  of  the  reprefentatives.  The  reprefen- 

dred?‘  ‘r‘  tr  ~ ^ Y £l“°  * W 

Delaware. 

1790. 

Two  branches,  c 
fenate,  nine  members 
one  members. 

:alled  the  General  Affembly':  the 
> j houfe  of  reprefentatives,  twenty- 

The  people. 

The  fenate  for  three 
years  ; one  third  to  go 
out  every  year.  Repre- 
fentatives one  year. 

Senators  to  be  twenty-feven  years  of  age  j property 
of  two  hundred  acres,  or  1000I.  Reprefentatives  to  be 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  with  property.  Both  to  have 
refided  three  years. 

Refidence  of  two  years,  and  payment  of  taxes  aflefled 
at  lead  fix  months  before  the  eleftion. 

_ Money-bills  commence  in  the  aflembly.  Accufa- 
tions by  two  thirds  of  the  reprefentatives.  Conviftions 
by  two  thirds  of  the  fenate. 

Maryland. 
j+th  of  Auguft,  1776. 

Two  branches,  called  the  General  Aflembly:  the 
fenate,  fifteen  members  j houfe  of  delegates,  eighty 
members. 

By  theeleftors  chofen 
by  the  people.  The  de- 
legates by  the  people. 
The  fenate  fill  their  va- 
cancies by  a ferutiny  in 
the  houfe. 

Senators  elefted  for 
five  years,  without  ro- 
tation. Delegates  one 

Senators  to  have  been  refident  three  year; 
property  moveable  or  immoveable  of  1000I. 
the  fame  refidence,  with  a property  of  500I. 

Delegates 

Eleftors  for  the  delegates,  and  for  the  eleftors,  to 
have  a property  of  fifty  acres  ; or  freemen  with  30I.JI 
and  having  refidence  in  the  county  the  whole  year  be- 
fore the  eleftion. 

Money-bills  originate  in  the  houfe  of  delegates, 
which  ought  not  to  include  any  other  matter.  The 
two  houfes  arreft  for  crimes  and  want  of  refpeft.  The 
houfe  of  delegates  name  the  treafurers  for  any  term 
they  think  proper. 

The  delegates  and  eleftors  are  chofen  by  word  of 
mouth } but  theeleftors  vote  by  ballot,  and  make  oath. 
There  are  particular  rales  for  the  freemen  of  Baltimore 
and  Annapolis.  The  clergy  are  excluded. 

Kentucky. 

179»- 

T wo  branches  : t 
of  reprefentatives,  fo 

he  fenrte,  eleven  members  ; houfe 
rty  members. 

Senate  by  the  elec- 
tors, chofen  by  the 
people.  The  reprefen- 
tatives by  the  people. 

The  fenate  for  four 
years.  Their  reprefen- 
tatives for  one. 

Senators  to  be  twenty-feven  years  of  age. 
prefentatives  twenty-four  years'.  Each  to  1 
refident  for  two -years. 

There- 

• Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  two  years  (landing,  or  of 
the  county  one  year. 

Money-bills  can  be  propofed  by  the  reprefentatives 
only.  The  fenate  may  propofe  amendments.  The 
right  of  accufations  is  in  the  reprefentatives.  The  fenate 
judge.  Two  thirds  are  neceffary  in  thefe  cafes. 

; The  fenate  is  to  be  compofed' 
that  the  number  exceed  one  fourth  « 
Tentatives. 

of  that  ofthe  repre- 

Virginia. 

5th  of  July,  1776. 

Two  branches,  called  the  General  Aflembly  : fenate, 
twenty-four  members } houfe  of  reprefentatives,  from 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fixty  members. 

The  people. 

The  fenate  to  be  forty 
years  of  age  ; one  fourth 
to  go.  out  every  year. 
Delegates  one  year. 

No  pecuniary  conditions  ; but  the  fenators 
legates  mull  be  refident,  and  free  tenants,  in  t 

he  diftrift 

Eleftors  to  be  free  tenants. 

All  the  laws  originate  in  the  houfe  of  delates.  The 
fenate  cannot  alter  the  money-bills.  The  delegates 
vote  accufations  which  are  judged  by  the  general  court, 
or  by  the  court  of  appeal. 

North  Carolina. 
itth  of  December,  1776* 

Two  branches,  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  commons, 
called  the  General  Aflembly.  The  firft,  fixty  mem- 
bers} the  fécond,  one  hundred  and  twenty  members. 

The  people. 

A year.' 

Senate  to  have  a property  of  three  hundred  acres. 
Commons,  a property  of  one  hundred  acres. 

Eleftors  of  the  fenate  to  have  a property  of  fifty 
acres.  Eleftors  of  the  commons,  paying  taxes,  and  a 
refidence  in  the  county. 

The  two  houfes  adjourn  by  ballot  to  any  place  or 
day.  Accufations  by  the  commons,  judgments  by 
the  fupreme  court } and,  if  the  judges  are  accufed,  they 
are  judged  by  a fpecial  tribunal. 

Bills  are  required  to  be  read  t 
houfe.  The  clergy  are  excluded. 

hree  times  in  each 

South  Carolina. 
3d  of  June,  1790. 

Two  branches,  called  the  General  Aflembly  : the 
fenate,  thirty-feven  members  j the  houle  of  reprefen- 
tatives, one  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

The  people! 

Senate  four  years  ; 
half  of  them  go  out 
every  two  years.  Re- 
prefentatives two  years. 

Senators,  thirty  years  of  age.  Citizens,  and  refi- 
dent in  the  State  five  years.  If  they  refide  in  thedif- 
trift, a property  of  300I.  otherwife  free  property  in  the 
diftrift  of  1000I.  Reprefentatives  to  be  citizens,  and 
refidents  three  years  . If  they  refide,  a property  of  three 
hundred  acres  and  ten  negroes,  or  a fortune  of  150!. 
otherwife  a property  in  the  diftrift  of  500I. 

Eleftors,  citizens,  and  refident  two  years } a pro- 
perty of  fifty  acres,  or  a lot  in  the  town,  or  paying  a 
tax  of  three  (hillings.  Refidence  of  fix  months  in  thffi 
diftrift  before  the  eleftion. 

Imprifonment  for  want  of  refpe£K  Accufations  by 
two  thirds  ofthe  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  Two  thirds 
of  the  fenate  judge.  The  reprefentatives  propofe  the 
bills  for  raifmg  the  revenue. 

The  bills  are  read  three  times  on  three  different  day» 
in  each  houfe.  A bill  rejefted  Cannot  be  prefented 
again  till  after  fix  days  previous  notice, 'and  with  per- 
! miflion.  The  clergy  are  excluded. 

Georgia. 
May  1795. 

Two  branches,  called  the  General  Aflembly:  the 
fenate,  twenty-three  members  j houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
fifty-one. 

The  people. 

Ayea, 

Senators,  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  having  inha- 
bited the  United  States  nine  years.  Citizens  three 
years  in  Georgia.  Refidence  in  the  county  fix  months. 
Having  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  or  property  of 
150!.  Reprefentatives,  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Ci- 
tizens of  the  United  States,  feven  years.  Two  years 
inhabitants  of  Georgia.  Refident  in  the  county,  three 
months.  Free  of  two  hundred  acres,  or  150I. 

Eleftors,  paying  taxes  and  having  refided  fix  months 
in  the  county. 

Accufations  : a third  forms  a fufficicnt  number  in 
each  branch  for  deliberation. 

Clergy  excluded.  A convention,  to  revife  the  con- 
(litution,  was  to  be  chofen  in  November  1797}  it  was 
to  confift  of  three  members  of  each  county,  and  to 
affemble  in  May,  1798. 

Tennessee. 

6th  of  February,  1796. 

Two  branches,  called  the  General  Aflembly  : the 
fenate,  eleven  members  } tae  houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
twenty-two. 

The  people. 

Senate  and  reprefen- 

Refidence  three  years  in  the  State,  or  one  in  the 
county.  Being  free,  and  having  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  the  county. 

Eleftors,  free  of  the  county. 

Imprifonment  for  want  of  refpe3.  Accufations. 
Bills  may  begin  in  both  houfes. 

Clergy  excluded.  The  fenate  is  never  lefs  than  a 
third,  and  never  more  than  a half|;  of  . the  reprefenta- 

North-West  Territory  of 
the  Ohio. 

?3th  of  July,  1787. 

The  governor  and  the  judges  make  the  laws. 

The  prefident  and 
the  fenate  of  the  United 
States  appoint  the  go- 
vernor and  the  judges. 

The  governor  for 
three  years  ; but  may 
be  difplaced  by  the  pre- 
fident of  the  United 
States.  The  judges  are  , 
during  good  conduft. 

To  adopt  the  laws  exifting  in  the  different  States  to 
which  the  territory  is  attached.  Subjeft  to  the  revi- 
fion  of  the  Congrefs* 

îfo.  II. 


THE  TABLÉ  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  BODY  ABRIDGED. 


.PERIODS  OF  DURATION  OF  THE  FUNCTIONS. 


United  States 
Maryland  . . 


five  years. 


NewYork  . .'j 
Pennfylvania  . 

Virginia  ....  Y four  ye 
Kentucky  . . . 

South  Carolina  . J 


Delaware  . . . 
Tenneffee  . . . 

NewHampfhire. 
Maffaçhufetts  . 

Connecticut 
Rhode  Ifland  / g 
Vermont  . . Ç I 
New  Jerfey  J 

North  Carolina  . 
Georgia  . . . . 


REPRESENT  ATIVI 


United  States 
South  Carolina 
Tenneffee  . . 

NewHampfhire 
Maffaçhufetts 
Vermont  . . . 
NewYork  . . 
New  Jerfey  . 
Pennfylvania  . 
Delaware  . . . 
Maryland  . . 
Kentucky  . . 
Virginia  . . . 
North  Carolina 
Georgia  . . . 

ConneCtiçut  . 
Rhode  Ifland  . 


CONDITIONS 


BECOMING  MEMBERS. 


Rhode  Ifland  . 
New  Jerfey  . 
Delaware  . . . 
Virginia  . . . 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Tenneffee . . . 

NewHampfhire 
Maffaçhufetts 
Maryland  . 
Georgia  . . 

United  States 
Connecticut 
Vermont  . . 
New  York  . 
Pennfylvania 
Kentucky  . 


A portion  of 
landed  pro- 
perty is  re- 


Landed  pro- 
f perty  and  a 
l fpeciesofpcr- 
J fonal  propy. 


I Property  i 
required. 


BECOMING  ELECTORS. 


' -V 

tates  .J 


The  fame  as  in 
the  State  where 
the  eleCtor  re- 
fides. 


Rhode  Ifland 
New  York  . . 
Virginia  . . . 
North  Carolina 

Maffaçhufetts 
Connecticut  . 
New  Jerfey  . 
Maryland  . . 
South  Carolina 

NewHampfhir&'j 
Vermont  . 
Ppnnfylvan 
Delaware . 
Kentucky 
Georgia  . 
Tenneffee 


/ Landed  property 
Ç is  neceffary. 


A portion  of  land- 
; ed.br  of  perfonal 
property  is  re- 


ORDER  IN  WHICH  THE 
SENATORS 
GO  OUT  OF  OFFICE. 

United  States  S*y  a third  every 

l ‘->-4 

î^ew  York  . 

Pennfylvania  . . I fourth  every 
Virginia  .... 

South  Carolina  . S By  half  ?**> 
( two  years. 

Delaware.  . . .(By 

X >,ear 

Maryland  . 

Kentucky  • -.^No  roUtion 

Tenneffee 


No.  III. 

THE  EXECUTIVE  POWER. 

STATES; 

BY  WHOM  NAMED. 

DURATION. 

WHETHER  IT  BE 
RE-ELECTIVE. 

WHETHER  THERE  BE  A 
COUNCIL. 

POWER  OF  NOMINATING  TO 
CERTAIN  PLACES. 

OTHER  POWERS. 

CONDITIONS  REQUIRED. 

WHETHER  THERE  BE 
A LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR 
OR  NOT. 

The  United  States, 

By  the  electors. 

Four  years. 

Re-eledlive. 

No  council. 

It  names.  The  fenate  approves. 
Fills  the  vacancies  during  the  abfence 
of  the  fenate. 

It  pardons.  Has  a conditional  nega- 
tive, and  receives  foreign  minifters. 

Citizen  ; fourteen  years  refident,  and 
thirty-five  years  of  age. 

The  vicc-prcfident 
States  prefident  of  tht 

of  the  United 
fenate. 

New  Hampshire.  - 

By  the  people. 

A year. 

Re-eledlive. 

c 

cho 

ouncil  of  five  members, 
en  by  the  people. 

It  names  almoft  all  the  officers,  with 
the  advice  of. the  fenate.  ' 

■It  pardons,  and  has  a conditional 
negative. 

No  lieutenant-govi 

xnor. 

Massachusetts. 

By  the  people. 

A year. 

Re-eledlive. 

Council. 

It  names,  with  fome  exceptions. 

It  pardons,  and.  has  a conditional 
negative. 

To  have  been  an  inhabitant  feven 
years* 

Lieutenant-govern< 
her  and  prefident  of  t] 

:r,  who  is  a mem- 
pe  council. 

Connecticut. 

By  the  people. 

A yean 

Re-eledlive. 

STo  executive  council. 

It  names  with  the  affiliants,  and  only 
the  Iheriffs. 

Is  prefident  of  the  council,  and  [has 

Lieutenant-governdr,  member  of  the 
council. 

Rhode  Island. 

By  the  people. 

A yean 

Re-eledlive. 

No  executive  council. 

No  important  nomination. 

Prefides  at  the  council. 

Free  tenant  and  freeman  of  a cor- 

Lieutenant-govern 

Vermont. 

By  the  people. 

A year. 

Re-elcdlive. 

Deputy  governor  and  council. 

It  names  fome  officers. 

The  governor  and  the  council  can 
fulpend  the  laws  till  the, following  fef- 
fion.  It  pardons  and  judges  accufa- 

Lieutenant-govembr,  called  in  the 
charter  deputy-governor. 

New  York. 

By  the  free  tenants 
of  1001.  fterling. 

Three  years. 

Re-eledlive. 

No  executive  council  but  that 
of  nomination  and  revifion. 

It  names.  The  council  of  nomina- 
tion confirms  to  all  places,  with  a few 
exceptions. 

Pardons.  Has  a conditional  negative 
with  thé  council  of  revifion. 

Lieutenant-governor,  who  is  prefi- 
dent of  the  fenate. 

New  Jersey. 

By  the  legiflature. 

A year. 

Re-eledlive. 

The  legiflative  council  adls  as 
executive  council, 

Prefides  at  the  council,  and  is  chan- 
cellor. The  governor  and  counci}  are 
a court  of  appeal. 

Vice-prefident. 

Pennsylvania. 

By  the  people 

Three  years. 

Re-eledlive  nine  years 
in  twelve. 

No  council. 

It  makes  all  nominations,  except' the 
fheriffs  and  coroners,  who  ara'  named 
by  the  people  ; and  the  trcafuler  of  the 
ftate  by  the  legiflature  ; the  officers  of 
militia,  regiments  and  companies,  by 
the  regiments  and  the  companies. 

It  pardons,  except  in  cafes  of  accu- 
fation  for  ftate  crimes  or  prevarication. 
Has  a conditional  negative. 

Citizen,  and  inhabitant  for  f 
years;  thirty  years  of  age. 

even 

The  vacancy  of  the  office  of  governor 
is  filled  in  the  interim  by  the  fpeaker  of 
the  fenate. 

Delaware. 

By  the  peopl< 

Three  years. 

Re-eledlive  three  years 
in  fix. 

No  council. 

It  names,  except  the  iheriffs,  the 
coroners,  and  the  treafurers. 

Pardons,  except  in  cafes  of  ftate 
crimes  or  prevaiication. 

Thirty  years  of  age.  Citizens  q 
United  States  for  twelve  years,  at 
the  State  fix  years. 

p the 
id  of 

Maryland. 

By  the  legiflature. 

A year. 

Re-eledlive  three  years 
in  feven. 

Council. 

It  names  with  the  advice  of  the  fenate. 

Pardons.  Lays  embargoes.  Difplaces 
and  fufpends  officers,  except  thofe  who 
remain  in  place  during  good  behaviour. 

Five  years  refidence,  and  a property 
of  5,0001. 

Kentucky. 

By  the  eleflori 

Four  years. 

Re-eledlive. 

No  council. 

Names  with  the  advice  of  the  fenate. 

Pardons,  except  in  cafes  of  treafon 
or  prevarication. 

Thirty  years  of  age.  Refidem 
two  years  in  the  ftate  before  the 

e of 
dec- 

No  lieutenant-goVernor. 

Virqinia. 

By  the  legiflatu 

,re.  L 

A year. 

Re-eledlive  three  years 

Council  of  Rate. 

Names  with  the  council  only  the 
juftices  of  peace. 

It  pardons. 

Thirty  years  of  age. 

The  prefident  of 
lieutenant-governor 
cancy  of  a governor, 

the  council  adts  as 
in  cafe  of  the  va- 

North  Carolina. 

By  the  legiflature. 

A year. 

Re-elcdlive  three  years 
in  fix. 

Council  of  ilate. 

No  nomination  in  the  interim,  till 
the  feflion  of  the  legiflature. 

Pardons  and  lays  embargoes. 

Five  years  refidence,  and  property 
of  10001. 

No  lieutenant-governor. 

South  Carolina. 

By  the  legiflati 

Two  years. 

Connot  be  rc-eledlecl 
till  four  years  after. 

No  council. 

Names  fome  inferior  officers. 

Pardons  and  lays  embargoes. 

Citizen,  and  refidence  of  ten  y 
property  of  15001. 

ears; 

Lieutenant-governor . 

Georgia. 

By  the  legiflature. 

Two  years. 

Re-eledlive. 

No  council. 

Names  fome  civil  officers,  and  all  the 
military. 

Pardons.  Has  a conditional  negative. 

Twelve  years  a citizen  ; fix 
refidence;  five  hundred  acres;' 
property  of  10001. 

years 

No  lieutenant-go 

vernor. 

Tennessee, 

By  the  peopl 

Two  years. 

Re-eledlive  fix  years  in 
eight. 

No  council. 

• No  nomination  if  the  legiflature  be 
prefent,  except  the  adjutant-general  of 
militia. 

Pardons,  and  aflembles  the  legifla- 
ture upon  extraordinary  occafions. 

Citizen  or  inhabitant  four  i 
property  of  five  hundred  acres  ; tvi 
five  years  of  age. 

ears  ; 
enty- 

Speaker  of  the! 
governor,  as  in  Pe; 

fenate  lieutenant- 
nnfylvania. 

North-West  Territory  of 
the  Ohio, 

By  the  prefident  and 
fenate  of  the  United 
State». 

Three  years  ; but 
removeable  at  the  will 
of  the  United  States. 

Re-elcdlive. 

No  council. 

Name,  all  the  magiftratés  and  oivil 
officers,  except  the  adjutawlgeneral  of 
the  militia. 

The  governor  and  the  judges  make 
the  laws  for  the  territory. 

Refident  in  the  territory,  and 
perty  of  one  thoufand  acres. 

pro- 

The  fecretary  oft;he  territory,  named 
as  governor,  fills  his  place  in  his  ab- 
fence. 

No.  IV. 


The  table  of  the  executive  power  abridged. 


MANNER 

CHOOSING  THEM. 


United  States  - \ By  the 
Kentucky y electors. 

New  Hampftiire 
Maflachufetts  - 
Connecticut  — 

Rhode Ifland  - 
Vermont  - — 

New  York  - - - 
Pennfylvania  - 

Tenneflee 


By  the 


New  Jerfey  - 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina  ] 
South  Carolina 
Georgia  - - * -j 


By  the 
:giflaturc, 


United  States  - ) Three 
Kentucky  - - - S years. 

New  York  - 
Pennfylvania  - > Ditto. 
Delaware  — -) 


South  Carolina 
Tenneflee  - - - 

New  Hampfhire'j 
Maffachufetts  - 
Connecticut  - - 
Rhode  Ifland  - 

Vermont 

New  Jerfey  - - 

Maryland 

Virginia 
South  Carolina 


^ Two 

I years- 


WHEN  RE-ELECTIVE. 


United  States 
New  Hampfhiri 
Maflachufetts  ■ 
Connecticut  - ■ 
Rhode  Ifland  ■ 
Vermont  - - • 
New  York  - - ■ 
New  Jerfey  - • 
Kentucky  — ■ 


Pennfylvania-*  - 


Delaware 

North  Carolina 


•Three 
years  in  fix. 


Maryland 1 Three  years 

Virginia  - - - - j ;n  feven. 

South  Carolina  f ^'wo  years 
(_  in  fix. 


. _ | Six  years  in 
l , eight. 


CONSTITUTIONAL 

COUNCILS. 


United  States 
Connecticut  - - 
Rhode  Ifland  - 
New  York  - - 
Pennfylvania  - - 
Delaware  - - - 

Kentucky 

South  Carolina 

Tenneflee  — 


No  confti- 
tutional 
Council. 


New  Hampfhire' 
Maflachufetts  - 

Vermont 

New  Jerfey  — 
Maryland  - - - 
Virginia  - - - - 
North  Carolina , 


POWERS  OF  NOMINAT- 
ING TO  PLACES. 


United  States 
New  Hampftiire 
Maflachufetts  - 

Vermont 

New  York 

Pennfylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland'  - 1 - 
Kentucky 

Connecticut  — ‘ 
Rhode  Ifland  - - 
New  Jerfey  - - 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 

Tenneflee J 


Nomination 
and  right  of 
fixing  the 
- falaries 
under  cer- 
tain regula- 


No  right  tc 

important 

appoint- 


RIGHT  OF  GIVING 
A NEGATIVE. 


United  States 
New  Hamplhire 
Maflachufetts  - 
Vermont  - — 

New  York 

Pennfylvania  - - 

Kentucky 

Georgia 

Connecticut  - - 
Rhode  Ifland 
New  Jerfey  ' 
Delaware  - 
Maryland  - 
Virginia  - - 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Tenneflee J 


Negativi 
power  under 

modifica- 


No 

negative. 


No.  V. 

THE 

[UDICÏAL  ORDER. 

■ 

STATES. 

MANNER  OF  NOMINATION. 

DURATION  OF  OFFICE. 

HOW  DISMISSED. 

1 

IEMARKS. 

The  United  States. 

By  the  prcfident  with  the  approbation  of  the  fcnate. 

'Dufingg 

ood  behaviour. 

By  accufation  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  before 
the  lenate. 

The  falaries  cajirv 

)t  be  diminiflied  during  office. 

New  Hampshire. 

By  the  governor  arid  the  council. 

The  fuperior  judges 
j uftices  of  peace  for  fly 

during  good  behaviour.  The 

By  accufation  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentavives, 
and  upon  the  addrefs  of  the  legiflature  to  tile  go- 

Sala  it 

s fixed  by  the  law. 

. Massachusetts. 

By  the  governor  and  council. 

The  fuperior  judged  during  good  behaviour.  The 
juttices  of  peace  for  $ven  years. 

By  accufation  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  and 
by  the  governor  and  council  at  the  requeit  of  the  two  i 
houfes.  »■  V t 

Gives  his  opinion 
lpon  folemn  occafibx) 
ions  of  law.  He  pr< 

to  the  governor  and  the  council 
-,  and  to  the  legiflature  in  quef- 
mounces  divorces. 

Connecticut. 

By  the  legiflature. 

A yea. 

Re-chofen  in  general  while  {they  are  able,  except 
iir  cafes  of  mifbehaviour., 

The  coiufl 

Is  pronounce  divorces. 

Rhode  Island. 

By  the  legiflature. 

A yea, 

Re-cholen  in  general  while  theÿ  are  able,  except  in 
cafes  of  mifbehaviour. 

The  coujts 

! judge  cafes  of  divorce.  / * 1 

Vermont. 

By  the  council  and  the  aflembly. 

A year,  and  lefs  if  neceflary. 

By  accufation  of  the  afferablj 
vernor  and  the  council. 

, judged  by  the  go- 

New  York. 

By  the  governor  and  the  Council  of  nomination. 

During  good  behaviour.  < 

- Canno^  be  chofen  above  t 

he  age  of  fixty. 

-New  -Jersey.  - 

"By  th< 

conseil  and  the  alTembly. 

- The  fuperior  coiirt 
‘tlie  inferior  every  five 

re.* elective  every  feven-  years  ; 

F • 

By.  the  accufation  .-of  the'  aflpmbly  and  judgment 
of  the  council. 

T 

Pennsylvania. 

By  the  governor. 

During  the  good  behaviour  of  the  judges. 

The  governor  has  pobfer  l^  ^ifmifling  from,  at  the 
requeft  of  two  thirds  of  each  ppufe,  even  if  there  be 
no  ground  of  accufation.  j I 

The  falaries  of  tlft  judges  not  to  be  diminiflied 
while  in  office.  They  are  neither  to  receive  fees  nor 
hold  any  other  place'.of  profit.  The  fupreme  court 
takes  cognizance  of  divorces  and  p enflons  of  widows  ; 
can  fupply  defeds  jn  pities  oecafioned  by  ads  loit  or 
abfent.  No  chancery. 

Delaware. 

By  the  governor.- 

During  the  good  behaviour  of  the  judges. 

By  accufation  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  found 
by  a majority  of  two  thirjl®  The  governoi*  can 
revoke  at  the  requeft  of  two  «birds  of  each  houfe, 
even  in  cafes  where  there  is  ifcfrcood  ground  of  accu- 
fation. 

Salaries  not  to 

b«diminiflied  while  in  office. 

Maryland. 

By  thi 

e governor  and  the  council. 

During  the  good  behaviour  of  the  judges. 

For  bad  conduct  upon  prdof  before  a tribunal,  and 
by  the  governor  at  the  requeft  of  the  aflembly,  by  the 
majority  of  two  thirds  of  eachlfroufe. 

Kentucky. 

By  th 

c governor  and  the  fenate. 

During  the  good  behaviour  of  the  judges. 

By  accufation,  or  at  the  of  two  thirds  of; 

each  houfe  of  legiflature.  * 

Salaries  not  to 

be  diminiflied  during  office. 

Virginia. 

By  the  hgifkture. 

During  the  good 

behaviour  of  the  judges. 

By  accufation  of  the  houfe! c 
of  appeal  judges  officers  of  the  t 

•f.ikle'gates.  The  court 
general  court, sand  vice 

- North  Carolina. 

By  the  legiflature,  but  receive  their  eommiflion 
from  the  governor. 

During  the  good  behaviour  of  the  judges. 

By  accufation  of  theafiembjy  çr  grand  jury,  judged 
by  a fpecial  tribunal. 

South  Carolina. 

By  the  legiflature.  ■ 

During  the  good 

. behaviour  of  the  judges. 

By  accufation  of  the  affembl^  jHidgèd.by  the  fenate. 

Salaries  i„ 

ldiangeable  during  office. 

Georgia. 

By  the  lejiflature. 

Re-eledivi 

: every  three  years. 

By  the  accufation  of  the  aflembly,  judged  by  the 
fenate. 

Salaries  ui 

aclfeigeable  during  office. 

Tennessee. 

By  the  legiflature. 

During  the  the  goi 

od  behaviour  of  the  judges. 

By  the  accufation  of  the  aflembly. 

Cannot  advife  ; 
give  their  opinion 

jurHes  in  matters  of  fad,  but  can 
. upon  evidence,  and  declare  the 

North-West  Territory  of 
thr  Ohio". 

By  the  prefident  and  tie  fenate  of  the  United 
States. 

During  the  good  behaviour  of  the  judges. 

By  the  accufation  of  the  h 
of  the  United  Staties,  judged 
States. 

puVe  of  reprefentatives 
1 by  the  fenate  of  the 

- Salaries  reghlate 
tive  powers  joined 

id  fer  the  congrefs.  Some  legifla-» 
to  the  governor. 

. No.  VI. 

MANNER  OF  ELECTINC 

THE  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRES^ 

IN  EACH  STATE. 

STATES. 

SENATORS. 

REPRESE 

NTATIVES. 

Their  Distribution  and  h 

Dumber. 

Conditions  of- 

their  Election. 

New  Hampshire. 

By  the  feparate  refolution  of  the  two  houfes;  the  votes  taken 
by  ballot. 

Four  members.  Chofen  in  the  fiai 

te  in  general. 

There  muft  be  an  abfolute  n 
wife  a lift  is  made  of  thofe  \vh 
ing  to  double  the  members  to 
lift  is  fufficient  to  decide.  If. 
votes  the  governor  has  a catting 

fiâjority  in  the  firft  place,  other- 
o have  the  moft  votes,  amount- 
be  chofen  ; the  plurality  of  this 
two  have  an  equal  number  of 
; vote. 

MassachusettsM 

By  the  feparate  refolution  of  the  two  houfes,  each  houfe 
having  a negative  upon  the  proportion  of  the  other.  The 
votes  taken  by  ballot. 

By  the  diftriét  ; in  which  they  ought  to 
divided  into  as  many  diftri&s  as  members, . 
fourteen  of  them. 

refide.  The  ftate  is 
and  ought  to  furniih 

The  majority  is  nececeffary,  and  after  one  trial  the  eleélors 
choofe  from  among  the  candidates  him  who  has  the  moft  votes. 

Connecticut. 

By  the  diftindl  vote  of  each  houfe  taken  by  ball 

t. 

Seven  members  taken  from  a preliminary 
ble  the  number  made  by  the  people. 

nomination  of  dou- 

Nomination,  and  tl 

ie  majority  of  votes. 

Rhode  Island. 

By  the  ballot  of  the  two  houfes  affembled. 

Two  members  in  the  whole 

ftate. 

The  majority 

r is  neceflary. 

Vermont. 

At  firft  by  the  feparate  fuffrages  of  the  two  houfes 
cannot  agree,  by  the  number  of  votes  ; and  by  ballot 
cafes.  - 

if  they 
in  both 

Two  members,  chofen  each  in  a diftriét 
have  refided. 

where  they  fhould 

The  majority  is  neceffaiy  iu 
the  others. 

L the  firft  effay,  the  plurality  in 

New  York. 

At  firft  by  the  feparate  fuffrages  of  the  two  houfes 
do  not  agree,  then  by  the  ballot  of  them  united. 

if  they 

Ten  members  taken  from  as  many  diftri&s,  without  regard 
to  place  of  refidence. 

The  plurality  fuffices. 

New  Jersey. 

By  the  fuffrages  ; fometimes  taken  by  ballot,  and  fometimes 

Five  members  chofen  in  the  whole  ft  ate: 

The  pi 

Pennsylvania. 

The  manner  is  not  yet  determined  by  the  law.  Hitherto  the 
elections  have  been  made  by  feparate  refolutions,  and  l?y  their 
votes  given  viva  voce.  By  theconftitution  of  Pennfylvania  thefe 
eleétions  are  required  to  be  made  viva  voce . 

Thirteen  members  for  as  m?my  diftriéts 
place  of  refidence.  The  firft  .election  is  r 
ftate  ; the  fécond  by  the  diftrift  ; the  third 
the  fourth  by  diftri<5t  ; the  fifth  the  fame. 

, without  regard  to 
hade  by  the  whole 
by  the  whole  ftate  ; 

The  plurality.  . 

Delaware. 

By  a general  ballot. 

One  member. 

• The  piprality. 

a ryland. 

By  a general  ballot.  One  of  the  fenators  mull  be  of 
part,  and  the  other  of  the  Weft. 

the  Eall 

Eight  members  for  as  many  diiiridts. 

Thep 

Ifirality. 

Kentucky. 

By  a general  ballot  ; but  the  votes  are  taken  and  examined 
in  each  houfe.  The  majority  decides. 

Two  members  chofen  in  two  diftritts,  w 
been  refidents. 

here  they  rauft  have 

The  plurality* 

Virginia. 

By-genèral  ballot. 

Seventeen  members  chofen  in  as  many  c 
mull  have  been  refidents. 

jiftriéts,  where  they 

The  pi 

ijrality. 

North  Carolina. 

By  general  ballot. 

Ten  members  chofen  in  as  many  diftri&s. 
have  refided. 

J where  they  muft 

The  plurality. 

South  Carolina. 

By  general  ballot. 

Six  members  for  as  many  diftriéls,  without  regard  to  refi- 

The  pliffality. 

Georgia. 

By  general  ballot. 

Two  members  in  the  whole  i 

ftate. 

The  .plurality. 

Tennessee. 

By  general  ballot. 

§ 

* 

One  member. 

\ 

The  plurality. 

/ v 

NEW  AND  INTERESTING  BOOKS, 

Juft  Pub  lifted  by  R.  Phillips,  No,  7 1 , St.  Paul's  Church-Yard. 

I.  In  one  very  large  Volume  OClavo,  Priçe  Half  a Guinea, 

TEIE  UNIVERSAL,  BIOGRAPHICAL,  AND 
HISTORICAL  DICTIONARY 

Of  all  Ages  and  Countries,  and  containing  FIVE  HUNDRED 
more  Names  than  are  contained  in  the  General  Biographical  Dicti- 
onary in  fixteen  Volumes,  or  in  any  other  Biographical  Work 
extant  in  any  Language. 

By  JOHN  WATKINS,  LL.  D.  . c 

II.  In  two  elegant  Volumes,  foolfcap  8vo,  price  9s.  in  boards, 
(Embellifhed  with  Two  Vignette  Titles,  and  with  Fac  Similes  of 
the  Hand-writings  of  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Walpole) 

WALPOLIANA, 

Confiiiing  of  Bon  Mots,  Apothegms,  Obfervations  on  Life  and  Li- 
terature, with  Extracts  from  Original  Letters  of  the  late 
HORACE  WALPQLE,  EARL  of  ORFORD. 

Thefe  Volumes  are  the  Production  of  a Gentleman  for  many 
years  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  Mr.  Walpole!  The  articles  are 
none  of  them  felected  from  published  Works,  but  are  partly  drawn 
up  from  a Collection  of  Bon  Mots,  &c.  in  his  own  hand-writing  ; 
partly  from  Anecdotes  written  down  with  his  approbation,  after 
long  converfations,  in  which  he  would  difpiay  thofe  treafures  of 
Anecdote  with  which  his  Rank,  Wit  and  Opportunities  had  reple- 
nilhed  his  memory  : and  partly  from  his  original  Letters  to  the 
Compiler,  on  SubjeCts  of  Tafte  and  Literature. 

Prefixed  is  a Life  of  the  Earl  of  Orford. 

III.  In  one  large  Volume  OÇtavo,  (embellifhed  with  Thirty  outline 
Portraits)  Price  8s.  6d.  in  Boards, 

PUBLIC  CHARACTERS  of  1799- 1 BOO  ; 

Confifting  of  authentic  and  circumftantial  BIOGRAPHICAL 
MEMOIRS  of  SIXTY  of  the  molt. diftinguilhed  and  remarkable 
LIVING  PERSONAGES,  Natives  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland; 
and  being  the  Second  Volume  of  the  Work  which  has  already  been 
honoured  with  univerfal  approbation. 

Alfo  the  former  Volume  for  1798-9  ; containing  eighty  Memoirs. 

IV.  The  firft  Volume  of 

THE  NECROLOGY. 

Confiffing  of  Memoirs  of  the  Difliijguifiied  Perfons  who  died  in 
every  Part  of  the  World  in  the  Com  fe  of  the  Years  1797  and 
1798,  of  various  Articles  of  neglcCfed  Biography,  &c.  &c.  Price  10s. 
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New  a?td  intsrejling  Booh  publijbed  by  R.  PHILLIPS, 

V.  A NOVEL,  intituled,  ROMULUS  ; 

OR, 

A TALE  OF  ANCIENT  TIMES. 

Tranflation  from  the  German  of  AUGUSTUS  LAFON- 
TAINE, the  moft  efteemed  of  the  German  Novelifts. 

By  the  Rev.  R.  WILL, 

Minifter  of  the  German  Congregation,  in  the  Savoy. 

In  Two  Volumes  duodecimo.  Price  Eight  Shillings  in  boards. 

VI.  Volume  I.  Price  ios.  in  Boards,  of 

THE  MEDICAL  AND  PHYSICAL  JOURNAL, 

Containing  the  earlieft  information  on  Subjects  of  Medicine, 
Surgery,  Chemiftry,  Pharmacy,  &c.  &c.  with  original  Correfpon- 
dence  from  the  moil  eminent  Pra&itioners  in  Great  Britain  ; 

Under  the  general  Superin  tendance  of 
DR.  BRADLEY, 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyftcians,  London;  Phyfician  to 
the  Weftminfter  Hofpital,  and  to  the  Afylum  for  Female  Or- 
phans, Lecturer  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  &c. 

Of  whom  may  be  had, 

The  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  Numbers,  publifhed  on  the  ill  of 
Auguft,  September,  October,  and  November,  Price  2s.  each.  One 
Number  is  regularly  publifhed  on  the  firft  of  every  Month. 

VII.  A NEW  AND  VALUABLE  SCHOOL-BOOK, 
Price  4s.  6d.  bound, 

NATURAL  HISTORY,  for  the  Ufe  of  Schools  ; 

Founded  on  the  Linnaean  .Arrangement  of  Animals;  with  popu- 
lar deferiptions  in  the  manner  of  Goldfmith  and  Buffon. 

Illuftrated  by  Forty- fix  accurate  Engravings,' reprefenting  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty  of  the  molt  curious  Obje&s, 

By  WILLIAM  MAVOR,  LL.  D. 

Vicar  of  Hurling,  Berkshire,  Chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Dumfries,  % 
and  Author  of  the  Britilh  Nepos,  Sç c.  &c. 

“ Natural  Hiftory  is  a ftudy  particularly  fuited  to  Children  ; it. 
cultivates  their  talents  for  obfervation,  applies  to  objects  within 
their  reach,  and  to  objeéts  which  are  every  day  interefting  to 
them.”  * Edgeworth  on  Practical  Education . 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Buffon,  with  aft  his  excellencies,  is 
abfolutely  inadmiffible  inco  the  library  of  a young  Lady,  both  on 
account  of  his  immodefty  and  his  impiety.  Goldfmith’s  Hiftory 
of  Animated  Nature  has  many  references  to  a divine  Author.  It 
is  to  be  wilhed  that  feme  perfon  would  publifh  a new  Edition  of 
this  Work  purified  from  the  indelicate  and  offenfive  parts.” 

Mjfi  More’s  Strictures  on  Female  Education . 
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New  and  interefing  Books  publijhed  by  R.  PHILLIPS „ 

VIII.  A Second  Edition,  revifedand  corrected,  price  4s.  6d.  bound» 
with  the  ufual  allowance  to  Schools,  embellifhed  with  a beautiful 
Frontifpiece  and  with  Portraits, 

THE  BRITISH  NEPOS  ; or,  Yonth’s  Mirror  : 

Being  feleCt  Lives  of  illuRrious  Britons,  who  have  been  diftin- 
guilhed  by  their  virtues,  talents.,  or  remarkable  progrefs  in  life, 
with  incidental  and  practical  reflections.  Written  purpofely  for 
the  ufe  of  Schools,  and  carefully  adapted  to  the  fituations  and 
capacities  of  Youth. 

By  WILLIAM  MAYOR,  LL.  D. 

Vicar  of  Hurley,  Berkfhire,  and  Chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Dumfries. 

5 The  following  Critical  Approbations  cannot  fail  to  fatisfy  Parents 
and  Tutors  of  the  Propriety  of  placing  Dr.  Mavor  s Britijb  IV epos 
in  the  ha  uls  of  their  refpeflive  Children  and  Pupils. 

‘‘  In  prefenting  this  work  to  the  Public,  Dr.  Mavor  has  made  a 
valuable  and  much  wanted  addition  to  the  School  library.  To 
Britilh  Hiftory,  Chronology,  and  Biography,  the  attention  of 
Britilh  Youth  ought  to  be  awakened  ; and  while  we  give  Dr. 
Mavor  the  praife  and  credit  which  are  due  to  him  for  this  agreeable 
Biographical  Manual,  we  would  recommend  it  to  the  Mailers  of 
all  our  refpeCtable  Schools.  It  is  pleafingly  written,  and  the  reflec- 
tions interfperfed  are  calculated  to  infpire  a love  of  pure  and  gene- 
rous principles.  Embracing  the  moil  eventful  and  important  pe- 
riods of  Englifli  Story,  this  rich  variety  of  biographical  matter 
mult  prove  acceptable  to  young  readers,  and  to  fuch  as  third  for 
knowledge.  The  example  of  the  good  and  wife  has  always  been, 
confldered  as  conducive  to  virtue,  and  Dr,  Mavor’s  mode  of  fludy- 
ing biography  mull  give  it  peculiar  efficacy.” 

Monthly  Review,  June. 

“The  Biography  of  illuflrious  men  deferves  a more  diltinguilhed 
rank  than  it  has  hitherto  occupied  in  the  fyltem  of  Britilh  educa- 
tion. We  think  Dr.  Mavor’s  Nepos  has  many  advantages  to  re- 
commend it  to  extenlive  circulation,  It  is  compendious,  and  in- 
cludes thofe  prominent  characters  of  Britilh  excellence  with  which 
it  is  chiefly  defirable  for  our  Youth  to  be  acquainted.  The  ftyle  in 
which  the  Lives  are  written  may  jultly  be  commended.” 

Critical  Review , April. 
From  the  plan  and  execution  of  this  work,  1 am  warranted  in. 
giving  it  a flrong  recommendation,  as  being  moll  admirably  "cal- 
culated to  cherifli  the  bell  and  moll  tried  principles  in  young 
minds.  The  perfons  whofe  memoirs  this  judicious  Biographer  has 
leleCted  for  the  improvement  and  entertainment  of  Young  Perfons, 
are  thofe  who  have  filled  up  the  moll  important  Rations  in  So- 
ciety, with  the  greatelt  glory  to  themfelves  and  advantage  to  the 
State.  The  aCtions  of  thefe  great  men  are  told  in  a plain  and 
pleafing  maimer,  and,  what  is  no  fmall  difficulty  in  a work  adapted 
for  juvenile  capacities,  the  incidental  reflections  fuggefled  by  par- 
ticular circumltances  or-  traits  of  character,  are  fo  naturally  made, 
that  the  reader  cannot  but  feel  the  effeCt  of  the  example,  with  a 
force  equal  to  the  pleafure  excited  by  the  Rory.” 

Ckriflian  Spell  ator,  No.  IX. 
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Itenti  and interfling  Books  pubtijhed  by  B.  PHILLIPS • 


ÏX.  An  AUTHENTIC  NARRATIVE  of  the  JOURNEY  of 
the  DUTCH  EAST  INDIA  COMPANY  to  the  COURT  of 
the  EMPEROR  of  CHINA,  in  the  years  1794-5  (fubfequent  to 
that  of  the  Earl  of  Macartney)  by  A.  E.  VAN  BRA  AM. 

In  two  Volumes  oCtavo. 

Critical  Approbations  of  this  Work. 

u The  prefent  narrative  of  the  recent  Dutch  embaffy  to  Cliinai 
bears  evident  indications  of  veracity,  and  will  be  a valuable  addition 
to  our  literary  flock  of  writings  in  this  clafs*.  M.  Van  Braam,  as 
the  fécond  perfonage  in  that  million,  had  better  opportunities  of 
making  obfervations  than  thole  of  inferior  rank  who  were  attached 
to  it:  the  French  Editor  would  have  this  account  confide  red  as 
demi-official  ; a claim  to  which,  probably,  there  will  be  no  excep- 
tion. Van  Braham  was,  for  the  fpace  of  fix  and  thirty  years,  per-, 
fonallv  acquainted  with  China  ; and  had  made  frequent  enquiries 
of  well-informed  men  concerning  the  hiftory,  manners,  and  parti- 
culars of  their  native  land,  before  the  opportunity  of  travelling 
through  that  empire  prefented  itfelf.  He  was  thus  enabled  princi- 
pally to  fix  h\st  attention  on  fuch  objects  as  were  really  curious,  or 
imperfectly  known  in  Europe  ; and  this  work  accordingly  throws 
much  light  on  a variety  of  veryinterefting  fubjeCts.” 

Monthly  Review,  M&rch. 

“ The  work  before  us  is  highly  interefting  in  refpeCt  to  the 
agriculture  and  manual  arts  of  the  Chinefe,  for  both  of  which  fub- 
jeCts the  author  feems  to  have  a tafte.  He  is  alfo  anxious  to  de- 
fer i be  every  thing  that  tends  to  the  extenfion  of  the  commerce  or 
manufactures  of  that  great  empire.  The  imagination  of  the' author 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  milled  by  the  romantic  deferiptions 
of  his  predecelfors  : on  the  contrary,  his  information  frequently 
afiiimes  the  appearance  of  a contradictory  intrufion  upon  their  re- 
veries, and  difiolves  the  fpell  of  their  enchantments.  The  tranfla- 
tion  feems  to  be  executed  with  more  than  ufual  attention.5’ 

Analytical  Review , February • 
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